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Inside this issue: 

BCC Leadership Selection Process 
BCC Leadership Affirmation will take place Sunday, December 9th at the conclusion of the 10:00 a.m. worship service. 
 

Please be in prayer for our Leadership Team. 
 

The following men have been selected for congregational affirmation: 
 

Elder:  Dan Knappmeyer (1-year term)* 
  Joe McCann (1-year term)* 
 

Deacon: John Babbs (2-year term)* 
  Kristopher Maxson (2-year term)* 
  Rick Carr (1-year term)* 
  Scott Keck (3-year term) 
 

*If first time elected to this position, there will be a one-year trial. Then, if re-elected shall serve the remaining two 
years. 
 

Our current leaders and the year each term ends are: 
Elders    Deacons 
Jeff Mueller (2020)  John Babbs (2018) 
Mike Patterson (2019)  Brad Clair (2020) 
    Dan Knappmeyer (2018) 
    Kristopher Maxson (2018) 
    Joe McCann (2018) 
 

Per the BCC Bylaws – “All active Berlin Christian Church members sixteen years old and older present are eligible to 
vote on all matters.” 
“A member shall be deemed active, if and only if, that member has been in attendance at the services of Berlin Christian 
Church 13 of the last 52 Sundays.  New members (less than one year) must have been in attendance 25% of the Sundays 
since becoming a member with a minimum of three months.” 
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Warren’s Words of Wisdom—Warren Brosi, Minister 
 

International Conference on Missions 

 November 15-18, 2018, 15 people (8 students/7 adults) from Berlin Christian Church attended the   
International Conference on Missions in Cincinnati, OH. In addition to the worship sessions and the exhibit 
hall showcasing several hundred missionary organizations, the group prepared meals that will be sent to Haiti. 
The students also had the opportunity to assemble 100 beds that were delivered to children in need in   
Northern Kentucky.  (See pictures below.) 
 I think we can summarize the weekend with two highlights. One occurred in Cincinnati and the second 
in Springfield, IL. First, on Saturday evening the invitation to explore full time mission service was given. Our 
daughter, Grace, came over to me and asked if I would go forward with her. I placed my hand on her shoulder 
and said, "Tell me what you are thinking." With tears in her eyes she said, "I can't imagine doing anything else 
with my life." We went over to Beth so all three of us went forward together. It was a long walk down to the 
front. I was thanking God for hearing our prayers for Grace to pursue missions. Her friend Lainey shared at 
Dairy Queen on the way home that she is interested in pursuing mission work. You cannot put a price tag on 
those experiences. I've been praying for years that God will raise up missionaries from BCC. God is hearing our 
prayers. 
 At Dairy Queen in Springfield, IL, we stopped to debrief our experience. Carmeesha, one of the workers 
at DQ brought out our food. After thanking her, I asked what our group could pray for her. She paused and 
said, "Pray for stability." About three minutes later, Carmeesha came back and said, "There are two others in 
the back that want prayer. Whitney asks for guidance and Alicia said to pray for everything." I was thanking 
God for this opportunity and proceeded to enjoy my chicken strip basket and chocolate shake. I told our 
group that we should read a scripture over these ladies. Cassie Clair quoted Romans 8.18, "I consider that our 
present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us." When it came time to 
pray, four ladies came out to receive prayer.  Taneesha had joined the group. There in Dairy Queen we had 

church for about 5 minutes with our servers. One of them 
still had her drive-thru headset. We prayed. We hugged. 
 As we were leaving, I told the ladies that I believe 
this was a divine encounter. They agreed. Then, Whitney 
went on to tell me that she visited with her mom earlier in 
the day. Her mom encouraged her to pray for her sister. 
Whitney said, "I don't want to talk with my sister let alone 
pray for her." Her mom said, "You need to pray for her. 
You know people are praying for you. I'm praying for you." 
Whitney asked, "Who else is praying for me?" Her mom 
said, "You never know.  Maybe you will meet someone to-
day who will pray for you." 
 Our Dairy Queen experience was the perfect           

culmination of our ICOM weekend. The global mission 

starts close to home. 

Pictures from ICOM/SICOM held in Cincinnati, OH November 15-18, 2018 
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BCC Christmas Choir 

Deb Gruen and Sam Smith are gathering 

anyone (any age!) interested in joining a 

Christmas Choir to sing a medley of 

Christmas carols during the 10:00 a.m. 

worship service on Sunday,                   

December 23rd.   

Please see Deb or Sam or contact the 

church office (488-6204) if you are      

interested in participating or               

with questions.   

Practice times have not yet been set.  

A Message from Michael—Michael Hinnen, Associate Minister 
 During the middle of November, I attended the National Youth Workers Convention, conveniently located in 
St. Louis this year. The conference was attended by about 5000 people, all of whom desire to help students grow in 
their knowledge and love for Jesus. It was a blast, an encouragement, and a wonderful opportunity to learn from  
other ministers in different settings, whether from rural churches of 25 people to urban churches of 25,000 people.   
 Though I learned great insights on building volunteer teams, running strategic events, and creating fun 
games, maybe the most significant insight I gleaned from the conference was something I knew internally, but tend 
to fight against. I was called into ministry when I was a sophomore in college, and I thought that meant I would be the 
spiritual driving force for the people or students at the church I served (other than the Holy Spirit, of course!). While I 
certainly do have an influence, research shows the single most important person in a child’s spiritual life is 
their parent(s). Let that sink in for a moment. 

I have the blessing of spending Wednesday nights, Sunday mornings, and Sunday nights with your children, 
but that equals a maximum of 150-200 hours/year. The more realistic number is probably only around 40 hours/year. 
In those hours, I promise to love and serve your children the best way I know possible and teach them about the life 
transforming power of Jesus. But oftentimes, that is not enough. About 50% of people walk away from the faith    
during their college years. So what children need most is not me, but you. What children need most is to see their 
parent(s) daily live out their faith in Jesus.  

So here is my dream: to come alongside and empower you to help your children grow closer to Jesus, one 
small step at a time. It will not be easy, but it will definitely be worth it. Because of this, I want to encourage you to 
download an app called Parent Cue. A parent has an average of 936 weeks with their children before they depart for 
college, and this app helps create urgency for parents to seize every opportunity to help develop their children’s faith. 
The app provides weekly content on how to dialogue with your children on different faith issues, focusing on your 
children’s specific ages and development. Everyone I have talked to has loved the app and found it to be extremely 
helpful.  But whether you download it or not, please seize the opportunity you have right now to invest in your       
children’s faith before it is too late.  

 

Homemade Cookies Needed 

On Wednesday, December 19th 
God Squad is packing gift bags 

for CUSD#16 employees.          
If you can provide homemade 

cookies for these gift bags, 
please let Michael know and 
bring them to the church by     
6:00 p.m. on December 19th.    

Thank you! 
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Sunday, December 2, 9 and 16: 

• BCC Youth Group meets from 6:00 to 

8:00 p.m. at the church—                

ALL JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL 

STUDENTS ARE WELCOME!  Please  

contact the church if you need     

transportation. 

 

Monday, December 3 and 17: 

• American Heritage Girls Troop IL1824 

meets at 6:00 p.m. at BCC  

 

Wednesday, December 5, 12 and 19: 

• D-Marr-D Small Group meets at      

1:00 p.m. at D-Marr-D 

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, December 5 and 19: 

• God Squad meets at BCC—                   

a simple meal is served at 6:15 p.m. 

and programming for all ages,        

including adults, runs from             

7:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Thursday, December 6 and 20: 

• Pleasant Plains Small Group meets 

from at 7:00 p.m. at the home of  

Joe and Tara McCann 

 

Monday, December 24: 

• BCC’s Christmas Eve Candlelight   

Service at 7:00 p.m. 

Sunday Worship Attendance for November 

Date Worship Elementary 
Encore 

Toddler 
Encore 

Infant 
Encore 

Total 

11-4-18 116 24 3 1 144 

11-11-18 123 21 3 5 152 

11-18-18 100 18 2 1 121 

11-25-18 122 22 3 2 149 

      

      

Please contact the church office for more information about              
any of the programs or events listed here.   217-488-6204 

AHG TROOP IL1824          
WILL HOLD ITS                    

JOINING AWARD CEREMONY 
AND CHRISTMAS PARTY         

ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 17TH 
BEGINNING AT 6:00 P.M. IN 

THE BCC FELLOWSHIP HALL. 
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 


