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Preaching Idea:  This same Jesus will return the same way He left someday 
soon.
 

AIM:
 My listeners will understand what the ascension of Jesus means.
 My listeners will feel encouraged that Jesus helps from heaven.
 My listeners will live with the knowledge that Jesus will return.

 

Intro:
            Today, I am correcting a wrong.  From my memory, I can’t recall a single 
sermon devoted to the ascension of Jesus.  In nearly 20 years of preaching 
ministry, I’ve mentioned this truth, but I have not taught on this theme directly 
until today.  The word “ascend” means to go up.  The ascension of Jesus is when 
he went up to heaven after He rose from the dead.  I am convinced that in our 
tradition the ascension of Jesus is a forgotten truth in Christianity.  We talk about 
Jesus dying on a cross.  We tell people that he rose from the dead.  We believe the 
Jesus was born of the virgin Mary, but we seldom talk about Jesus ascending to 
heaven.  As the Holy Spirit is often the forgotten member of the Trinity, so the 
ascension of Jesus is the forgotten chapter of the Jesus story.
 

Choose someone to read Acts 1.9-11.
Acts 1:9–11 (NIV)
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid 
him from their sight.
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly 
two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, 
“why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been 
taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen 
him go into heaven.”
 

Preaching Idea:  This same Jesus will return the same way He left someday 
soon.
            In our time today, I want to look three keys of this sentence:  Same Jesus, 
Same Way, Someday Soon.
 

Same Jesus
            The ascension of Jesus serves as one of the bookends of the earthly 
ministry of Jesus.  When the apostles seek a replacement for Judas, the 
qualification was the choose someone “who has been with us the whole time the 
Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from John’s baptism to the time when 
Jesus was taken up from us” (Acts 1.21-22)



            It is important to note that Jesus was on the earth for a period of 40 days 
(Acts 1.3) after he rose from the dead before He ascended into heaven.  I grew up 
thinking that Jesus rose from the dead Easter Sunday morning.  Then, He had 
lunch with His apostles and friends, probably Easter ham like our family did.  He 
hung out with his friends and family for the afternoon.  He may have made himself 
a sandwich from the leftover around dinner time and then went to heaven later that 
afternoon.
            Scripture teaches us that Jesus gave many convincing proofs that He was 
alive.  He ate food with his friends.  Mary Magdalene held on to him.  He invited 
Thomas to touch the nail prints of His wounds.  He was a physical human being.
            He conquered death and taught about His kingdom.  And Luke describes to 
us that He ascended into heaven after that 40-day period on the earth.
            The Romans had legends of their kings ascending as a spirit to heaven upon 
death.  That way they could call the king’s son, a son of god.  Tom Wright shares 
in his book Acts for Everyone:

If you go to the top end of the Forum in Rome, stand under the Arch of 
Titus, and look up, you will see a carving of the soul of Titus, who was 
emperor in the 80s of the first century, ascending to heaven. The message of 
this was clear: the emperor was becoming a god (thus enabling his son and 
heir to style himself ‘son of god’, which is a useful title if you want to run 
the world). The parallel is not so close this time, since Luke is clear that it 
was not Jesus’ soul that ascended into heaven, leaving his body behind 
somewhere, but his whole, renewed, bodily, complete self. But there is then 
a sense that Jesus is upstaging anything the Roman emperors might imagine 
for themselves.

 

Acts 28 closes with the good news of the Lord Jesus Christ proclaimed 
boldly and unhindered in the city of Rome where the king of the world resided.  In 
those closing words, Luke reminds his readers who the one true king is.

Robert Peterson refers to the ascension as “the great linchpin of Christ’s 
saving work”—because it forms the transition from Jesus’s earthly ministry to his 
heavenly ministry. Without this linchpin, the wheels would come off our 
salvation.[1]

 

Same Way
The men dressed in white talk about Jesus coming back in the same way.  As 

we look at verse 9, we have this detail that says, “a cloud hid him from their 
sight.”  Why mention the cloud?  Was this some cool special effect that God had 
arranged?  If you study weather in the Bible, clouds many times represent God’s 
presence.

The first time we find the mention of clouds in the Bible is Genesis 
9.13.  Just after Noah and his family leave the ark after the flood, we hear God say, 
“I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be a sign of the covenant between 
me and the earth” (Gen. 9.13).

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#m_5157600927351162188__ftn1


Just after the children of Israel leave Egypt when they come to the Red Sea, 
we read, “By day the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on 
their way…”  The cloud of God’s presence led the children during the decades of 
wandering in the wilderness.”

When King Solomon dedicates the temple in Jerusalem, “a cloud filled the 
house of the Lord” (1 Kings 8.10).  Again, clouds represent the presence of God.

The prophet Daniel has a vision of a son of man coming with the clouds of 
heaven.  We read his vision in Daniel 7:13–14 (NIV):

13 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son 
of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days 
and was led into his presence. 14 He was given authority, glory and sovereign 
power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His 
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom 
is one that will never be destroyed.

 

So, where did Jesus go after the cloud hid him?  He ascended into heaven 
the presence of God.  The angels tell us that He will return the same way that He 
left as a King!
 

Someday
            The men dressed in white said to the men from Galilee, “This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you 
have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1.11).  The truth of the ascension of Jesus is 
that He is coming back.  Listen to the words of Jesus from John 14:1–3 (NIV):

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also 
in me. 2 My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I 
have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I 
go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with 
me that you also may be where I am.

           

            Someday Jesus will come back.  He will come back in glory and 
power.  We need a strong victorious Jesus in this season.  The good news is that we 
have a strong Jesus who has conquered the grave, ascended into heaven, and will 
come back.
 

Conclusion:
            Until that day, what do we do?

First, Don’t stare.  Instead commit to prayer. That was the response to the 
ascension of Jesus.  In Acts 1:14 (NIV), we read, “14 They all joined together 
constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and 
with his brothers.”  Prayer is where heaven and earth converge. your kingdom 
come your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Here’s some things to pray about it in this season.  One, thank God that He 
is victorious and strong and that Jesus reigns in heaven.  Thank God for the Holy 
Spirit that lives with His people.  Pray for healing for our world in mind, body, and 



spirit.  Pray for your neighbors to find comfort and hope in Jesus.  Remember our 
mission partners and ask God to strengthen and provide for their needs.

Second, trust the power of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus promised, “you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you” (Acts 1.8).  We are not alone.  Even in 
this season, when we may be separated from one another physically.  For those 
who trust in Jesus, we have the power of the Holy Spirit living inside of us that 
will help us to discern truth from error.  The Holy Spirit will comfort and 
encourage us.
            Third, get ready.  The story of the ascension of Christ reminds us that Jesus 
will come again.  We need to be ready.  One person wrote a sign that was he saw 
every day.  On that sign were two words, “Perhaps today.”  Perhaps today Jesus 
will come back.  Should you write a sign or incorporate that message into a 
password or login that will remind you frequently that Jesus will return.
 

Preaching Idea:  This same Jesus will return the same way He left someday 
soon.

  
5 Day Devotional Guide through Acts 1

This same Jesus will return the same way He left someday soon.
You may want to refer to the sermon notes for further discussion.  Take a moment 

to read the assigned Scripture and then reflect or discuss the questions.  Other 
questions you can ask about these verses are:  What do we learn about God?  What 

do we learn about ourselves?  What does God want us to do with these verses?
 
Day 1:  Acts 1.1-5.  Compare these verses to Luke 1.1-4.  What is similar in the 
two passages?  What comes to your mind when you hear “wait for the gift my 
Father promised” in verse 4?
 
Day 2:  Acts 1.6-11.  How does the Holy Spirit empower God’s people 
today?  Imagine you were one of the witnesses of the ascension of 
Jesus.  Describe what you think it would have been like.
 
Day 3:  Acts 1.12-14.  Research one of the 11 apostles listed in verse 13.  What 
do you think the group was constantly praying about?
 
Day 4:  Acts 1.15-20.  Why do you think it was important to retell the story of 
Judas?  What stands out to you from these verses?
 
Day 5:  Acts 1.21-26.  Do you think we should cast lots for major decisions 
today?  Why or why not?  How do you think Matthias felt to be chosen?  How 
do you think Barsabbas felt to not be chosen?

[1] https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/4-reasons-ascension-matters/
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