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UPDATE

Warren’s Words of Wisdom—Warren Brosi, Minister
The Friend is Near!
I remember attending College Heights Christian Church in Joplin, MO with my parents a
few years ago. During the announcements for the service, one of the ministers on staff, walked
throughout the worship center with a card board sign that he wore over his shoulders covering
his front and back. He announced the message on his sign, “The Friend is Near! The Friend is
Near!” He was advertising for the upcoming friend day at church.
I want to challenge you in the coming days to pray for and invite a friend to join you in
worship during our Easter services and/or our friend day on April 28th at 10 a.m. I have
already invited my neighbor to friend day. Through our friend day, we are targeting two
groups of people: 1) those who currently do not have a church home, 2) those who call Berlin
CC home, but have been absent for some time.
As you pray about whom you should invite, let me give you a few suggestions for a
successful friend day. First, pray throughout the entire process. Ask God to put someone on
your heart to invite. Pray before, during, and after the invitation. Second, give them an
invitation. We have printed postcards that will continue to be in the bulletins. Also, we have a
Facebook post for friend day on the Berlin Christian Church Facebook. Share that post with
your friends and “like” the post. Third, describe to people what to expect at worship. Explain
to them about communion and relieve any fears about how to dress. Share with them about
our children’s and youth ministries. Fourth, remind them of the service day and time a few
days ahead of time. Fifth, on that Sunday, meet them in the parking lot and show them around
the building. Introduce them to some people at church. Sixth, connect with them after the
service. You may want to invite them over for a meal or to Pizza Ranch to support our NYR
Team (see page 3). Or, you may want to wait a few days and get together for coffee or dessert.
The purpose of our friend day is to give us all an occasion that we should take each
week to invite someone to church. I hope that the Friend is Near because the End is Near. We
do not know how long we have on this earth or when Christ may come back. I hope we will see
the urgency of reaching our friends, family, and neighbors with the love of Jesus. In Proverbs
11.30, the New Living Translation writes, “The seeds of good deeds become a tree of life; a wise
person wins friends.” I’m excited to see how God will move through this holy season of Easter
and friend day as we make more and better followers of Jesus.
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A Message from Michael—Michael Hinnen, Associate Minister
Baptism Class
God is stirring in the hearts of teenagers here at BCC. Within the last couple months, at least 6 teenagers have
expressed their desire to be baptized and follow Jesus. What I find most astounding about this number is that only one of
the lessons in the past two months has even mentioned baptism! Yet I am reminded of 1 Corinthians 3:6, where Paul
says, “I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow.” Through friends, family, BCC and our
God Squad ministry, the seed of the good news of Jesus has been planted. But now, we are blessed to see this seed
grow, blossom, multiply and flourish because of the work of God in our teens’ hearts.
One of my favorite moments of the past two months came after one of my God Squad teachings. A student who
had not been to God Squad in a couple months came up and asked me about baptism. I responded with the usual, “Why
do you want to be baptized?” Her friend closest to her began to chuckle a bit, and said, “Because I am getting baptized!”
But without hesitating a second, this teenager responded, “No! I want to be baptized because I want to follow God closer
and go to heaven.” Pretty good answer for a 6th grader!
Since we have had so many students express a desire for baptism, I will be teaching a 3-week baptism class on
April 24, May 1, and May 8 during God Squad at 7 p.m. Week 1 will be called, “The Story of God, the Story of Us,” which
will survey the Bible from Creation all the way to the New Creation (similar to the Symbols sermon series from last fall).
Week 2 will be an examination of different Scriptural examples of people who were baptized. Then week 3 will focus on
the significance of baptism and the different metaphors used in the Bible to describe baptism. This class will be for all
middle and high school students. But we want the parents to be involved in this significant decision too, so this is a class
for you as well. If you are able, we would love for you to sit in and participate in the class. But if you cannot make it,
contact me and I will send you my messages or a discussion guide so you can encourage your teen(s) in this major
moment of their journey with Jesus. God is moving and empowering a revolution of Kingdom workers in the younger
generations. Our job is to keep planting seeds, and then, let God do the rest.

The Nationwide Youth Roundup Trip to Sedalia, CO will be July 18 - 27, 2019.
NYR information sheets are available in the church lobby. You can go to our church
website—www.berlinchristianchurch.org—and, under the “Resources” tab, click
“Nationwide Youth Roundup” for more information.
Our NYR Team will be bussing tables at Pizza Ranch on Sunday, April 28 from
5:00 to 8:00 p.m. Stop in anytime from 11:00 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. on April 28th and
mention BCC NYR to the cashier when you pay. When you mention BCC, a portion of
the proceeds will be given toward the NYR trip in July. Thanks for your support!
The BCC NYR Team is planning Work Days for Friday, May 3rd and Saturday,
May 4th. If you have any yard work or odd jobs that we could do for you, please
contact the church office. The team plans to work on May 3 and 4, weather
permitting, but an additional day can be scheduled, too, if needed. We do not charge
for the work, but we will accept a love offering that we will use to help offset the cost of
the trip.
The next NYR Team meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 28th immediately
following the worship service. This meeting is for anyone interested in the trip to
Colorado in July. The deadline to sign up for the trip is April 28th and the deposit is
due on April 28th as well.
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Upcoming Events
Wednesday, April 3, 10 & 24 and May 1:

Sunday, April 7 & 14:

Friday, April 19:

•

•

•

D-Marr-D Small Group meets at 1:00 p.m.
at D-Marr-D

Wednesday, April 3, 10 & 24 and May 1:

•

God Squad meets at BCC—
a simple meal is served at 6:15 p.m.
and programming for all ages, including
adults, runs from 7:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 14:

•

Thursday, April 4 & 18 and May 2:

•

Pleasant Plains Small Group meets at
7:00 p.m. at the home of Joe and Tara
McCann

Meeting for all those interested in the
Show Me Christian Youth Home
mission trip in June — in the
Fellowship Hall immediately following
worship

AHG Troop IL1824 Mother/Daughter
Retreat at LSCA at 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

•

Women’s Small Group meets at
5:30 p.m. at the home of Karen
Patterson

Sunday Worship Attendance for March
Date

Worship

Elementary Toddler
Encore
Encore

Infant Total
Encore

3-3-19

102

23

4

0

129

3-10-19

92

19

3

2

116

3-17-19

123

21

5

2

151

3-24-19

119

19

3

4

145

3-31-19

138

24

4

0

166

Good Friday Service at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday, April 21:

•

Easter Service 1 at 7:30 a.m.

•

Easter Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.

•

Easter Service 2 at 10:00 a.m.

•

See front page for more details.

Sunday, April 28:

•

Sunday, April 14:

Saturday, April 6:

•

BCC Youth Group meets from 6:00 to
8:00 p.m. at the church—
ALL JUNIOR HIGH AND HIGH SCHOOL
STUDENTS ARE WELCOME!
Please contact the church if you
need transportation.

Nationwide Youth Roundup meeting
in the Fellowship Hall immediately
following worship—see page 3 for
important information

Monday, April 29:

•

AHG Troop IL1824 meets from 6:00
to 8:00 p.m. at BCC

Please contact the church office for more information
about any of the programs or events listed here.
217-488-6204

