
A Journey of Renewal: Shepherd  

Warren Brosi / General  

A Journey of Renewal / Ezekiel 34  

6/26/22  

Dominant Thought: The Lord our God leads us in a covenant of 
peace.  

Objectives:  

I want my listeners to recognize false shepherds.  

I want my listeners to see Jesus as the one True Shepherd.  

I want my listeners to choose one characteristic of our True Shepherd 
to reflect this week.  

Because more people live in urban or suburban communities than in the 
past, most of us fail to understand how truly stupid sheep are. Consider the 
news that came from Turkey in 2005. People from the town of Gevas 
watched in horror as one sheep jumped to its death, and then fifteen 
hundred others followed over the same cliff. When the villagers, whose 
livelihoods depended on the flock, arrived at the bottom of the mountain, 
they found a billowy white pile of death. Four hundred fifty sheep were lost, 
but amazingly one thousand animals had survived. It seems that as the pile 
grew higher the fall was more cushioned. It turns out the shepherds 
responsible for protecting the flock had left the sheep on the mountain to 
eat breakfast when the fleeces started to fly. The importance of a shepherd 
is inversely proportional to the intelligence of the animal being shepherded. 
Dogs, for example, manage to survive fairly well even without a human 
overseer.  (Skye Jethani, With, pp. 121-122. Thomas Nelson. Kindle 
Edition).  

As you can see, sheep need a shepherd, but not just any shepherd, a good 
shepherd.  In Ezekiel 34, God speaks with Ezekiel against the poor 
shepherds leading God’s people.  By the end of the chapter, God steps in 
to shepherd His people.  

Ezekiel 34 transitions the book of Ezekiel from the messages of destruction 
to pictures of hope.  This chapter even represents that transition with the 
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first 10 verses speaking about the bad shepherds and the rest of the 
chapter generally speaking about the good shepherd.  

In our time today, I want to highlight six contrasts between the bad 
shepherds and the Good Shepherd.  

Let’s read Ezekiel 34.1-10.  

The first contrast or choice is corruption or compassion (Ezekiel 
34.3).    The shepherds God challenges were the kings of this divided 
kingdom.  One of those kings was named Jehoahaz (2 Kings 23.31-
35).  Jehoahaz made an alliance with Egypt, but Egypt required a heavy 
price.  Jehoahaz taxed the people of the land to secure this alliance (2 
Kings 23.35).  

The theme throughout many of these kings or shepherds was, “he did evil 
in the eyes of the Lord just as his predecessors had done” (2 Kings 23.32, 
37).  One of those evils was King Manasseh’s “shedding of innocent 
blood.  For he had filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the Lord was 
not willing to forgive” (2 Kings 24.4).  

In Ezekiel 34.8, the flock “has been plundered.”    

The second contrast is brutal or gentle (Ezekiel 34.4).  In verse four it 
reads, “the weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed, 
the injured you have not bound up, the stray you have not fetched, and the 
lost you have not sought.  With harshness and ruthlessness you have 
mistreated them” (Daniel Block’s translation, The Book of Ezekiel, 2:278).  

If you go to Ezekiel 34.16, then you see the gentleness of God as the Good 
Shepherd.  “The lost I will seek; the strays I will fetch; the injured I will bind 
up; and the sick I will strengthen.  But the fat and the healthy ones I will 
police; I will tend them with justice” (Daniel Block’s translation, The Book of 
Ezekiel, 2.287).  

The third contrast is abandoning or searching (Ezekiel 34.5-6, 16).  

In this season of the church, one of our goals is connecting the 
disconnected.  As you look around our church family today, you may notice 
some people are missing.  Can I invite you to pause right now and ask the 
Father to put someone’s name on your heart right now?  Is there someone 
who used to be active here at Berlin CC that you have not seen for a 
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while?  Then take that nudge from the Holy Spirit to search after the 
scattered sheep of our family.  

The fourth contrast is selfish or selfless (Ezekiel 34.8).  The bad shepherds, 
“cared for themselves rather than the flock (Ezek. 34.8).  

We see their selfishness again in Ezekiel 34.18 as the bad shepherds take 
the good pasture and the clear water and then muddy the water with their 
feet for the other sheep to drink muddy water.  

The fifth contrast is imposter or legitimate (Ezekiel 34.10, 23).  

God says He will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he 
will tend them; he will tend them and be their shepherd (Ezekiel 34.8).  One 
problem.  David has been dead for four hundred years.  

Thankfully, God provided a new David in Jesus.  That’s why you read those 
boring genealogies at the beginning of Matthew and Luke to see how this 
Jesus descends from David, the shepherd-king.  

God states in Ezekiel 34.25, “I will make a covenant of peace with them 
and rid the land of savage beasts so that they may live in the wilderness 
and sleep in the forests in safety.”  

 The Lord our God leads us in a covenant of peace.  

The peace God gives is not the absence of harm or war, but wholeness, 
completeness.  God heals our brokenness and makes things right.  

Jesus enters and speaks about sheep and shepherds.  Listen to the words 
of John 10.7-18.  Do you hear the contrasts between the bad shepherds 
and the good shepherds?  Jesus is the Good Shepherd—One who is 
compassionate, gentle, searching, selfless, and legitimate.  He gives 
life.  He lays down His life.  He does not abandon the flock when the wolf 
comes.  He knows the sheep and His sheep know His voice.  He wants 
other sheep to come as well.  He has the authority to lay down His life and 
take it up again.  

However, not everyone accepted the message of the Good 
Shepherd.  Listen to the words of John 10.25-31.  Upon hearing this 
message, many picked up rocks to kill Jesus, but He later escaped from 
their grasp (John 10.39).  
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Another goal we have here at Berlin Christian Church this year is 
leadership development.  Ezekiel 34 shows us in vivid colors and actions 
what bad and good leaders look like.  If you want to go further, you can 
look at Core 52, chapter 11.  Also, another resource to follow up on Ezekiel 
is the RightNow Media Resource by Mike Ackerman from Ozark Christian 
College.   If you need to accept your free invitation to RightNow Media, you 
can text “BERLIN CC” to 49775.  

In Ezekiel 34, we find two types of shepherds:  bad ones and a Good 
One.  Two shepherd and two choices.  Which one do you want to follow?  

The two choices are on two levels:  God’s relationship to us and our 
relationship to others.  The chapter begins with human leaders or 
shepherds abusing one another.  It closes with the offer of peace from 
God.  

1 Peter 5.1-4 serves as another commentary on what type of leaders God 
wants.  

Howard Pyle in his book, The Story of King Arthur and His Knights, shared 
the covenant of the nights of the round table.    

And this was the covenant of their Knighthood of the Round Table: That 
they would be gentle unto the weak; that they would be courageous unto 
the strong; that they would be terrible unto the wicked and the evil-doer; 
that they would defend the helpless who should call upon them for aid; that 
all women should be held unto them sacred; that they would stand unto 
defence of one another whensoever such defence should be required; that 
they would be merciful unto all men; that they would be gentle of deed, true 
in friendship, and faithful in love.  
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