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Melinda's Musings

Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of
injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, to let the
oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? – Isaiah 58:6

Inspired by other United Church of Christ (UCC)
congregations in Chicago and around the nation, we
are a group of 31 UCC churches in the San Francisco
East Bay working together to erase the medical debts
of our neighbors in Alameda and Contra Costa
Counties.
Medical debt destroys the financial stability of large
segments of America’s most vulnerable communities:
the sick, the elderly, the poor, and veterans. It also
targets the middle class, driving many families who
are barely getting along into poverty. By forgiving this
debt we strive to give struggling individuals, and their
families, a fresh start. Medical debt is a huge driver of
the destabilizing forces that can lead individuals and
families to become homeless, so relieving our
neighbors of medical debt can actually help prevent
homelessness in the future.

News from the Pews
Wendy Wisely’s father recently

died, so keep Wendy, Olivia, Michael

and their family in your hearts and

prayers during this time of

mourning. Wendy also reminds us

all to “put your affairs” in order so

that your loved ones aren’t left

scrambling. With that in mind, here

is a FREE event that will help: "Is
Your Legal House in Order?"
Workshop: Estate Planning &

Advanced Health Care

Directives. Wednesday, March 18,
10 am - 12 noon, Richmond

Auditorium Bermuda Room, 403

Civic Center Plaza. Sponsored by

the Richmond Commission on Aging.

Free to anyone. For more: 510-620-

6793.

https://www.newseum.org/exhibits/current/rise-up-stonewall-and-the-lgbtq-movement/


Our local campaign will be made possible by an

extraordinary non-profit organization called RIP
Medical Debt, founded in 2014 by two former debt

collections executives, Craig Antico and

Jerry Ashton. Over the course of decades in the

debt-buying industry, Craig and Jerry met

with thousands of Americans saddled with unpaid

and un-payable medical debt and realized they

were uniquely qualified to help these people

in need. They used their expertise and compassion

to create a process to forgive medical debt: they

would use donations to buy large bundles of
medical debt and then forgive that debt with no
tax consequences to donors or recipients.The

results have been spectacular— $1,020,232,792

billion in medical debts eradicated so far, providing

financial relief for over 520,000 individuals

and families.

 

RIP Medical Debt says that they can purchase the

available debt for Alameda and Contra Costa
county for just under $45,000. If we can raise that

amount, we will be able to erase $2.6 million in debt

in Contra Costa and $2.1 million in Alameda. 

We have asked RIP Medical Debt to begin our

campaign on Ash Wednesday, February 26th with
the intention of raising $45,000 by Easter Sunday,
April 12th, 2020.
 

Mira Vista’s Social Action Team has pledged $1,000

to this effort and we’ve identified another $500 we

can use from the Deacon’s Fund. We also invite

additional individual gifts, as you are led,

throughout Lent. Just put “RIP Medical Debt” in
the memo line and make the check out to Mira

Vista Church. We can also accept your donation via

square, if you prefer. Just let Pastor Melinda know

you want to donate this way.

 

Our newest member Disha Bhatt
just finished taking the California
bar exam and will get her results in
May. Meanwhile she is working
for an immigration attorney and
looking for additional work too.
We’ve missed seeing her while she
was studying for the bar.
 
Sally Dunham has postponed
joining our church because she has
to travel to Minnesota for a family
funeral. She now plans to join us
on Palm Sunday. Send traveling
mercies her way.

Our sibling congregations are also busy

raising money for this project and we

hope to complete the campaign by the

time we gather for our 2nd Annual
Good Friday service at First Church
Berkeley on April 10, 2020 at 7p. Mark

your calendars now and plan to attend.

https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2019/04/30/indigenous-women-reclaim-stolen-land-california-bay-area/


Celebrating Pauli Murray: Pioneer for Civil Rights,
Women’s Rights, Author, and Priest
by Nancy Lemon

 

Someone who we can celebrate during both Black

History Month (February) and Women’s History

Month (March) is a heroine of mine, Pauline (Pauli)

Murray (1910-1985). She was a pioneer in many

areas but is not generally well known. Raised by her

grandparents in North Carolina, after obtaining a

B.A. from Hunter College in NY, in 1940, she and a

friend were arrested for sitting in the whites-only

section of a bus in Virginia, long before Rosa Parks

did this.

 

Murray graduated first in her class at Howard Law

School, aiming to become a civil rights lawyer and

to work against sexism, which she called Jane

Crow. She applied to Harvard Law School’s LLM

program, but they refused to admit women, so she

obtained that degree from Berkeley Law (Boalt

Hall). She later became the first African American

to receive a Doctor of Juridical Science from Yale

Law School. She taught at various law schools.

She made friends with Eleanor Roosevelt and often

influenced the First Lady to lobby her husband,

FDR, to adopt progressive policies such as banning

lynching.

 

As a lawyer, Murray wrote the “Bible” of the civil

rights movement and co-authored a major brief

about gender discrimination with Ruth Bader

Ginsburg. She was appointed by John F. Kennedy to

the Presidential Commission on the Status of

Women, and co-founded the Nat. Organization for

Women. 

Murray was romantically involved with

women, sometimes passed as male, and

would probably be considered

transgender today.

 

In 1977 she was the first African-

American woman to be ordained an

Episcopal priest. She published a book

of poetry, Dark Testament. I

recommend Proud Shoes, one of her

autobiographies, and a book about her

relationship with Eleanor Roosevelt,

The Firebrand and the First Lady.

March Birthdays
 
5th Patsy Severson
7th Patsy Stubbs
12th Kathe Kiehn



We’re still assembling information from
our structural engineer and kitchen,
mechanical, electrical, and plumbing
consultants in order to submit our
detailed plans to the building department
this month. And then - if everything goes
well - we will hopefully be able to open by
the end of this year. If we are not able to
submit our plans by the end of March, we
will likely have to push our opening into
the beginning of 2021.
 
Meanwhile, our work days steadily make
progress with our landscaping and in
clearing out the building and doing as
much demo as we can with our amazing
volunteer workforce. So much gratitude
for everyone who has come to help. This
will truly be a community space!

Choice Tidbits
We will be hosting the entire
national board for the UCC
Cornerstone Fund for a tour and
lunch at our site on Thursday,
March 19th in anticipation of their
assistance with construction
financing. 
 
Pastor Melinda will also be part of
a panel discussion that evening
hosted by Cornerstone entitled
“Creative Use of Church Property”
at the San Francisco Airport
Marriott.
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https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-good-table-cafe-and-planting-justice-nursery


 

 

Community Work + Fun Days
Come help us prepare our site and building for renovation while
joining your neighbors for fun, food, and community!

Saturdays:
Mar 28, Apr 25, May 30

10 am - 3 pm

5166 Sobrante Avenue, El Sobrante
(the former Adachi Nursery)

Planting Justice 
Nursery & Farm Store
plantingjustice.org 

The Good Table Cafe 
& Spiritual Community
miravistaucc.org 

Opens 2020!

Free lunch for all
volunteers!



Regular Ways to Connect
Sundays at 12 noon - Music, prayer, and preaching followed by our shared
meal, La Mesa.  Our style is relaxed and interactive. Our music includes many
genres from chant to gospel, and pop/rock to classical. We celebrate Holy
Communion on the first Sundays of every month.

First Tuesdays at 10 am - Mira Vista serves at the Souper Center @ GRIP.

Please join us in preparing and serving lunch at our interfaith homeless

shelter. 

Thursdays, 2-5 pm - Community office hours with Pastor Melinda @
Catahoula Coffee in Richmond. Drop in for a delicious beverage so we can

ponder the meaning of life or just have a few laughs!

Thursdays, 6 pm - Interfaith Meditation @ Sycamore UCC. There is an old Zen

saying, “Everyone should meditate for 20 minutes each day unless you’re really

busy, and then you should meditate for an hour.” We sit in chairs in silence for

about 45 minutes and no previous experience with meditation is required. 

Last Saturdays, 10 am - 3 pm  - Community Work + Fun Day @ The Good
Table.  Come help us prepare our site and building for renovation while having
fun with your neighbors.  Complimentary lunch provided.

Worth Noting

Wednesday, March 18th Mira Vista Council @Melinda’s office, 4:30p
Thursday, March 19th UCC Cornerstone Fund visits @The Good Table, 12:30p
Wednesday, March 25th - Wednesday April 1st, Pastor Melinda will be on study
leave at the Monastery of Christ in the Desert in New Mexico.
Our next Community Work + Fun Day will be on Saturday, March 28th @The Good
Table, 5166 Sobrante Avenue, 10a-3p, and lunch is provided. Wear hard-toed
shoes and bring work gloves. Then mark your calendars for last Saturdays: April
25th, May 30th and June 27th.
Save the date:  We will celebrate the congregation’s 70th Anniversary on
Saturday, April 18th with a party at Fern Grove Cottage in Kennedy Grove, El
Sobrante 1-4p.

https://goo.gl/maps/fYRB9GB1jn6XkybU7
https://goo.gl/maps/5DKHgkFafj9b3aUp9
https://goo.gl/maps/JzzYmKrHqBYEdrhg8
https://goo.gl/maps/AfRScJjpAV1VJaF36
https://goo.gl/maps/ZmGyDTVRCB6RsYRr9
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Mar. 1 - Hide and Speak - Psalm 32
The First Sunday of Lent. Social Action Team meets during La Mesa
 
Mar. 8 - Being Kept - Psalm 121
 
Mar. 15 - Becoming Soft-Hearted - Psalm 95
 
Mar. 22 - Following Goodness - Psalm 23
 
Mar. 29 - Waiting for God - Psalm 130
Guest preacher: Rev. Ruth Peterson
 
Apr. 5 - Riding Double - Matthew 21:1-5
The Liturgy of the Palms

Our Worship Life Together
Join us on Sundays at 12 noon for our celebration with music, prayer, and preaching, then stay for lunch
because our worship continues as we share food and friendship together at our common table, La Mesa. Feel
free to bring food to share as you are able. We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion every First
Sunday. All are welcome at our table!

Mira Vista United Church of Christ

780 Ashbury Avenue

El Cerrito, CA 94530
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