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Melinda's Musings

There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle
or the mirror that reflects it. - Edith Wharton

Our own Olivia Wisely was crowned
the 67th Snowball Queen for El
Cerrito High School and then for all of
West Contra Costa County! Liv won
her title by improvising and riffing on
being a “wise” Wisely and by singing
and playing a song of her own
composition. She also received a
$2,500 college scholarship for her
efforts. All hail our new queen and
congratulations to proud parents
Wendy and Michael Wisely too.
 
New member Disha Bhatt is fervently
studying to take the California bar
exam in February. Send some love
and strength her way!

News from the Pews

As we start a new decade, and inch our way toward our new
church home in El Sobrante, I am so grateful for each member
of this congregation, its friends, and our new partners and
supporters for the unique way that everyone has nourished
The Good Table. Some of you have been swinging
sledgehammers or sheet mulching at the new property. Others
have been slogging through legal documents, bank statements,
and building codes. But best of all, we now have a squad of first
rate cheerleaders, urging us forward through the complexity of
creating a whole new way of creating community and being
church. 
 
At our Semi-Annual (and perhaps final) meeting of Mira Vista
UCC on Sunday, January 19th, after many months of
conversation, we will formally vote whether or not to change
the name of the church to The Good Table United Church of
Christ. Then on Saturday, April 18th, we will celebrate the 70th
anniversary of this congregation ready to mark a brand new
chapter in our history. So whether you have been spreading
light by being a mirror, a candle, or by burning the candle at
both ends, it is undeniable that we are collectively becoming a
brand new kind of beacon of love. Happy New Year!

https://www.newseum.org/exhibits/current/rise-up-stonewall-and-the-lgbtq-movement/
https://goo.gl/maps/ams4fTUuyXbKAXx76


 

The Ohlone are not federally recognized as
a tribe, so they do not have any protected
land, including their sacred sites, or access
to free medical care, scholarships, etc. In
response, local Native Americans have
created the Sogorea Te’ Land Trust, to
acquire pieces of land throughout the East
Bay for use for traditional religious
ceremonies, to bury the bones of their
ancestors (many of which are in U.C.
museums), to create community centers, to
grow urban gardens and sacred arbors, to
transform their and our relationship to the
land, and to ensure that Indigenous people
can thrive here.
 
Our new project, The Good Table, is a
partnership between our church and
Planting Justice, an East Bay non-profit
focused on sustainable use of land, growing
organic fruit trees and creating drought-
tolerant residential landscaping. Planting
Justice’s East Oakland nursery is part of the
Sogorea Te’ Land Trust, and Ohlone
ceremonies are taking place there.
 
The Trust is asking all of us non-Indigenous
people living in the East Bay to make an
annual financial contribution to
acknowledge that we are living on Ohlone
land, and to help the Land Trust regain land.
This contribution is called the Shuumi (or
“Gift”) Land Tax. It can be as little as $25 or
as much as you could give. If you’d like to
learn more click here.

A Good Gift Tax
by Nancy Lemon
 

Traditionally, when indigenous people entered

another tribe’s land, they participated in a

ceremony acknowledging the host tribe and

bringing gifts. This tradition is being brought

back in Canada, New Zealand, Australia, and

here, where non-Indigenous people are also

acknowledging that we are living on stolen land.

 

The land we are now living on in the East Bay is

historically that of the Ohlone tribes. First

called Costanoan by the Spanish since the

tribes were near the coast, in 1978 they

became known as Ohlone. The Ohlone include

many different language groups, with the East

Bay group speaking Chochenyo or Huichin.

When the California missions were established,

“Indians” all over the state were virtually

enslaved to work on them, producing food,

hides, etc., and were very mistreated by the

Spanish/Mexican authorities. Many died, but

some survived and kept their cultures alive.

 

When I was a child growing up in Berkeley, we

learned in school about how the Native

Americans harvested and processed acorns for

food, weaving baskets, etc. But the overall

message we got was that these people were

now gone. While the 2010 census reported only

about 1% of the Bay Area population

identifying as “Indian,” in fact there are many

Native people living among us and there is

currently a resurgence of pride in their

identities, with many of them reclaiming their

Native languages and heritages.

https://www.yesmagazine.org/social-justice/2019/04/30/indigenous-women-reclaim-stolen-land-california-bay-area/


The old adage for every construction project is

that it will “take longer and cost more” than

you think. In the “take longer” category, we are

still working on our submission to the building

department of our plans for meeting current

seismic standards and all the complex details of

having two commercial kitchens. While we wish

things were moving more swiftly, careful

planning at this stage is critical in terms of

holding down cost before we renovate the

property for its new uses.

 

On the “cost more” front, we now have a

strategy to get us started on construction once

we get our building permit. With the generous

help of the UCC Cornerstone Fund, we will be

able to get favorable terms for financing

construction and then for creating a mortgage

that we can pay down without penalty as we

raise more money. While we don’t have a hard

estimate for the cost of the renovation, it is

likely to cost over $1.1 million. 

 

So far, Planting Justice has raised over
$500,000, an impressive start! And we have

been able to reduce the cost of demolition and

restoration of the landscape by the

community’s great volunteer efforts too! While

we continue to seek more large funding

sources, we are deeply appreciative of gifts of

all sizes. Your gift is tax-deductible when given

to Planting Justice and designated for The

Good Table or via their GoFundMe campaign.

Choice Tidbits
The Adachi family, who operated a
florist and nursery at our El Sobrante
property from 1966 to 2017 and
other area nurseries for over 110
years, gave a generous year end
donation to Planting Justice to
support The Good Table project. We
are deeply honored and grateful for
their support of the project. We plan
to create a shrine on the property to
honor the history of their family and
the important legacy of Japanese
nurseries in the East Bay.
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https://www.gofundme.com/f/the-good-table-cafe-and-planting-justice-nursery


 

 

Community Work + Fun Days
Come help us prepare our site and building for renovation while
joining your neighbors for fun, food, and community!

Saturdays:
Jan 4, Feb 29, Mar 28

10 am - 3 pm

5166 Sobrante Avenue, El Sobrante
(the former Adachi Nursery)

Planting Justice 
Nursery & Farm Store
plantingjustice.org 

The Good Table Cafe 
& Spiritual Community
miravistaucc.org 

Opens 2020!

Free lunch for all
volunteers!



Regular Ways to Connect
Sundays at 12 noon - Music, prayer, and preaching followed by our shared
meal, La Mesa.  Our style is relaxed and interactive. Our music includes many
genres from chant to gospel, and pop/rock to classical. We celebrate Holy
Communion on the first Sundays of every month.

First Tuesdays at 10 am - Mira Vista serves at the Souper Center @ GRIP.

Please join us in preparing and serving lunch at our interfaith homeless

shelter. 

Thursdays, 2-5 pm - Community office hours with Pastor Melinda @
Catahoula Coffee in Richmond. Drop in for a delicious beverage so we can

ponder the meaning of life or just have a few laughs!

Thursdays, 6 pm - Interfaith Meditation @ Sycamore UCC. There is an old Zen

saying, “Everyone should meditate for 20 minutes each day unless you’re really

busy, and then you should meditate for an hour.” We sit in chairs in silence for

about 45 minutes and no previous experience with meditation is required. 

Last Saturdays, 10 am - 3 pm  - Community Work + Fun Day @ The Good
Table.  Come help us prepare our site and building for renovation while having
fun with your neighbors.  Complimentary lunch provided.

Worth Noting

Our next Community Work + Fun Day will be on Saturday, January 4th @ The
Good Table, 5166 Sobrante Avenue, 10a-3p, lunch is provided. We will resume our
last Saturday workdays on Saturday, February 29th.
Pastor Melinda will be on vacation from Tuesday, January 7 - Wednesday, January
15th.
Monday, January 13, Mira Vista Council @ Melinda’s office, 5p
Sunday, January 19 - Semi-Annual Meeting after La Mesa. During this meeting, we
will adopt a budget for 2020 and formally consider changing the church name to
The Good Table UCC.
Save the date:  We will celebrate the congregation’s 70th Anniversary on Saturday,
April 18th, with a party at Fern Grove Cottage in Kennedy Grove, El Sobrante.

https://goo.gl/maps/fYRB9GB1jn6XkybU7
https://goo.gl/maps/5DKHgkFafj9b3aUp9
https://goo.gl/maps/JzzYmKrHqBYEdrhg8
https://goo.gl/maps/AfRScJjpAV1VJaF36
https://goo.gl/maps/ZmGyDTVRCB6RsYRr9
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Jan. 5 - Dreams of Gold and Frankincense, Isaiah 60:1-6
The Feast of the Epiphany
 
Jan. 12 - Baptism of the Beloved, Matthew 3:13-17
Guest preacher: Rev. Keenan Kelsey
 
Jan. 19 - Love Your Enemies, Proverbs 24:17-20
Celebrating the legacy of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
Mira Vista Semi-Annual Meeting after La Mesa
 
Jan. 26 - Go Fish, Matthew 4:12-23
Guest preacher: NCNC Conference Minister, Rev. Dr. Diane
Weible
 
Feb. 2 - Blessed Indeed! Matthew 5:1-12

Our Worship Life Together
Join us on Sundays at 12 noon for our celebration with music, prayer, and preaching, then stay for lunch
because our worship continues as we share food and friendship together at our common table, La Mesa. Feel
free to bring food to share as you are able. We celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion every First
Sunday. All are welcome at our table!

Mira Vista United Church of Christ

780 Ashbury Avenue

El Cerrito, CA 94530

 

Address Change Requested 

Dated Material - July 2019

January Birthdays
 
7th Colleen Rodger
15th Rev. Davena Jones
16th Margaret
Kavanaugh-Lynch
19th Angela Jernigan
21st Betty Coates
 


