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Choosing the Path of Love 
by Rev. Dr. Melinda V. McLain 
 
Desire is half of life; indifference is half of 
death. – Kahlil Gibran, Sand and Foam 

 
Even a sideways glance at the news these 
days gives the impression that American 
politics has become super divisive. And while 
this is definitely cause for angst and dismay, 
which ironically might be one of the things most 
political activists might agree upon, the truth is 
that most Americans aren’t even paying 
attention. Or as Henry Koenig Stone has 
written “apathy is the most powerful force in 
American politics”.  
 

This rampant apathy is significant in terms of 

outcomes too. Nearly120 million Americans 

that could have voted in 2016, didn’t show up 

to the polls. While they might not have stated 

“apathy” as their reason for not voting, their 

behavior as a group is evidence of widespread 

apathy. Given that the 2016 presidential 

election was decided by less than 80,000 votes 

in three states, it is clear that apathy is a 

bigger problem than division in American 

politics. 
 

Theologian Dorothee Söelle, in her amazing 

book Suffering says that apathy, not hate, is 

the opposite of love. The wonderful writer and 

holocaust survivor, Elie Wiesel also has written 

that “the opposite of love, is indifference.” 

So if we intend to remain committed to the path 

of Jesus, which is the path of love, we need to  

grapple with apathy in ourselves and in the 

wider culture. 

So what is a good cure for apathy? As we 

enter into the season of Pentecost, I would 

suggest that one of the best gifts of the Holy 

Spirit is its’ power to invigorate and enliven 

us. When we really let ourselves be guided by 

the Spirit, the paralysis of apathy falls away 

and we again have the energy to the work that 

is needed to create healthy and vibrant 

communities. 

 
The Spirit also gives us the possibility of 
hearing and loving one another across our 
differences. And these days, that is truly a 
miracle! 
 

I still have a lot of questions about apathy, not 

only in politics, but in so many areas of life. 

Why do so many of our neighbors just “check 

out” when it comes to community issues and 

projects? Why are we so easily bored and slow 

to act? How does apathy take hold and what 
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can we do about it in ourselves and in the 

world? The reasons for apathy may be many, 

but the result is the same: apathy is the 

enemy of love. 
 
As we enter the liturgical season of Pentecost 
on June 9th, I invite us all to let the Spirit have 
its way with us so that we might be refreshed 
and renewed! 
 
Melinda 
 
 

Setting the Good table 

By Rev. Dr. Melinda V. McLain 

 
By leaps, bounds, and occasionally inches, we 
continue on our path toward creating our new 
church home, community café, and organic 
plant nursery with our partner Planting Justice 
at the site of the former Adachi nursery in El 
Sobrante. 
 

Through the amazing work of our project 

manager Colleen Rodger and architect Darrel 

DeBoer, we submitted our first round of 

materials to the planning department for 

Contra Costa County on May 13th.  We also 

had a meeting with the chief planner and 

Supervisor John Gioia on Tuesday, May 28th 

to discuss the land use permit process that we 

must undergo. Sadly, this process will likely 

take three to four months at best, so we 

have to assume that we will not be able to 

move to our new property before March of next 

year. 

 
Meanwhile, on Saturday, June 1 we had our 
second community event and around 200 folks 
showed up for a day of upcycling, recycling, 
cleaning out, and cleaning up the property. The 
Greater Richmond Garden Club came out in 
force to weed, prune, and sheet mulch the 
landscape plus they even hosted our first small 
crop swap! As local gardens begin to produce 
over the summer, we look forward to this part 
of our work growing exponentially. 

We also received terrific help from Marvin 

Gardens Real Estate and from UCC friends 

from Arlington, Sycamore, and First 

Church, Berkeley plus a lot of Planting Justice 

and Mira Vista members and friends. And, of 

course, we had so many new friends and 

neighbors come to see what is happening and 

as Colleen observed, “this time they didn’t just 

come for fun, they came to work.” It was truly 

moving to feel the support of the community for 

this project.  
 

And while the weed whacking continued, we 

opened up the building so that folks could 

“upcycle” the display cases, shelves, and other 

things left in the building for use in their own 

projects. This event was a living 

demonstration of how to avoid unnecessary 

waste in our landfills. We still have some large 

safes and other items that need homes, but 

we’re on our way. 
 

We also provided fun, food, and community 

in the parking lot by having a jump house for 

kids and a taco truck. Now that we know the 

process of permitting and then construction is 

going to take a long time, these monthly events 

will be important for living into our vision, even 

while we’re still preparing the property.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Elise Hariton Headed for the Compost Pile 



 

 

As part of insuring that this project is done 
correctly, the Council agreed to hire Point 
Richmond-based CPA, Connie Tritt to assist 
us in filing all the correct forms for a welfare 
exemption for property taxes for the LLC and to 
help us set up the books for the new LLC and 
to make sure that our books are in order. 
 

Next steps include meeting with a new pro-

bono attorney recommended to us by the 

New Business Law practicum to move us 

forward over the summer to set-up another 

entity for the café business, create a structure 

for oversight and reporting for the entire family 

of organizations, and to begin revising the 

bylaws for Mira Vista Church to establish how 

the church will properly oversee the café and 

LLC.  
 

We are also meeting with our designer, Hunter 

Rook, of Rowdy Ferret Designs and 

marketing professional Kelly Knight to begin 

creating our brand identity including colors, 

fonts, and other graphic choices. Hunter 

developed the wonderful logo that we have 

been using and all our additional choices will 

support this same stylistic direction. Once we 

have our “style” set, we can begin to create a 

banners and other marketing materials, and 

eventually signage for the property. I’m also 

looking forward to creating some “swag” (hats, 

aprons, t-shirts, etc.) that we can sell at our 

community events and wear with pride 

ourselves! 
 
At the semi-annual meeting of Mira Vista 
Church on June 23rd, we will take stock of all 
we have done so far on this project with 
expanded detail about the legal, financial, and 
organizational details. It has been somewhat 
complicated to get all our “ducks in a row”, but 
the Mira Vista Council has done a fabulous job 
of asking great questions, reviewing every step 
taken by both the church and our jointly-owned 
LLC, the Good table, and continuing to find 
ways to say yes to this grand adventure with 
care and integrity. 

I highly encourage all members to come on 
June 23rd to be sure everyone is “in the loop”. 
We will also plan to ritually “sign” our names to 
the minutes from our special meeting on 
February 2nd that approved the purchase of the 
property along with a photo of those who were 
present on that historic day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sylvia Sugg, Lisa Lackey from 
Richmond Garden Club and Susan Main 

Pastor Melinda with Todd 
Hodson of Marvin Gardens 



 

 

Changing our Staffing Model  

by Rev. Dr. Melinda V. McLain 

 

As we continue to live into this new model of 

ministry, it became obvious that we no longer 

needed the duties described in our office 

manager position, but instead needed more 

support for marketing and bookkeeping. We 

knew that this would happen at some point, but 

the Mira Vista Council decided at our May 14th 

meeting to terminate the position of office 

manager effective July 1 and to hire 

independent contractors in marketing and 

bookkeeping to support our changing 

administrative needs. 

 

When Vice-Moderator Wendy Wisely and I 

met with Diane to discuss the change, she 

wasn’t particularly surprised and told us that 

she has been working more and more with her 

son’s music production business, so the earlier 

timing for eliminating her position works fine for 

her.  

 

Diane Young has been the office manager for 

Mira Vista for over ten years and has been a 

beloved and valued member of our staff. 

We will honor her during our semi-annual 

meeting with special recognition and a gift for 

her service, but feel free to thank her 

personally when you have the opportunity. And 

while she will no longer be on our staff, I am 

certain we will still enjoy her company from 

time to time in our new ministry. 

 

While some things will change, we intend to 

continue producing the monthly newsletter 

including a printed component that will be 

mailed to those of you in the Mira Vista 

diaspora, although it will no doubt change in 

style and format to reflect our new brand and 

identity. Our online presence will also grow 

and become better integrated with the 

weekly devotional email, our facebook pages, 

soundcloud, and twitter account. Kelly Knight 

and Hunter Rook of Rowdy Ferret Designs 

will help us to navigate these changes and 

make our communications more stream-lined 

and effective. 

 

We also have contracted with a book-

keeping service associated with our CPA, 

Connie Tritt to handle our increasingly more 

complicated financial systems and treasurer 

Bonnie Hariton is working closely with them to 

ensure that everything is done well. 

 

All of these changes should not have a 

significant effect on the bottom line of our 

budget, but a revised budget will be on the 

agenda for our June 23rd meeting that shows in 

detail how the new staffing model will be 

funded. 

 

If you have questions or concerns about any of 

these changes, do speak with a Council 

member or Pastor Melinda. 
 

 

June Celebrations 

 

 
 
 
12th Olivia Wisely 
15th Cathy Noble    
17th Randi Nielsen  
 28th Wendy Wisely 
 

Anniversary 
 
17th Susan Meeter and Barbara Cook 

 

Best wishes to each of you 

with love from Mira Vista! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      

 
 
 
 

1 
Upcycling Day 
@the Good 
table, 10a-3p 

 

2  
12n Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by La 
Mesa with Social Action 
Team 

3 

 

4 
Mira Vista prepares 
lunch, GRIP 
Souper Center,10a 

 

5  
Community Office Hours 
with Pastor Melinda each 
Wednesday @Catahoula 
Coffee, 2-5p 

6 

Interfaith Meditation 
@Sycamore UCC, 
6p 

 

7 
 

8 

9 Pentecost Sunday 
12n Worship followed by La 
Mesa 

Strengthen the Church 
offering 

 

10 
 

11 
Mira Vista Council, 
6p 

12 
Community office Hours, 
2-5p 
 

13 
Interfaith Meditation 
@Sycamore UCC, 
6p 

 

14 
 

15 
 

16  
12n Worship followed by La 
Mesa 

Happy Father’s Day 

17 
 
 

18  
 

19 
Community office Hours, 
2-5p 

 

20 
Interfaith Meditation 
@Sycamore UCC, 
6p 

21  
 

22 
 

23  
12n Worship followed by  La 
Mesa and Semi-Annual 
meeting 
 

24 
 

25 
 

26 
Community office Hours, 
2-5p 

 

27 
Interfaith Meditation 
@Sycamore UCC, 
6p 

28 
 

29 
 

30 
12n Worship followed by La 
Mesa 

 
 

      

Pastor Melinda @ Opera Conference  
in SF June 13-15 



 

 

 

Our worship life together . . .  
Join us on Sundays at 12 noon for our celebration with music, prayer, and preaching, 
then stay for lunch because our worship continues as we share food and friendship 
together at our common table, La Mesa.  Feel free to bring food and friends to share as 
you are able. We celebrate Holy Communion every First Sunday. All are welcome at 
our table! 

     
 June 2  “Unity in Love”      John 17:20-23 
              Social Action Team meets during La Mesa 
 
 June 9  “Spirit-Fed Peace”     John 14: 25-27 
     The Feast of Pentecost 
 
 June 16  “Unity and Complexity”    Romans 5:1-5 
     Father’s Day and Trinity Sunday 
 
 June 23  “It’s Complicated: Identity and Unity” Galatians 3:27-29 
     Mira Vista Semi-Annual Meeting follows La Mesa 
 
 June 30  “Love-Led Freedom”       Galatians 5: 1;13-14 
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