
 

 

 
                             

            The Fellowship Post 
              

        
 

 

 
Ministry Without Walls 
by Rev. Dr. Melinda V. McLain 
 

There is nothing so secular that it 

cannot be sacred, and that is one 

of the deepest messages of the 

Incarnation. ― Madeleine L'Engle 

 

On Ash Wednesday, I joined with 

the new pastor for Arlington UCC, 

Rev. Nate Klug; Rev. Ruth 

Peterson, Christ Lutheran; and 

Rev. Pamela Griffith Pond, Hope Lutheran, El 

Sobrante; to provide the imposition of ashes at 

Del Norte BART station. We “ashed” well over 

100 people in about 90 minutes. The Spirit was 

certainly with us and there was real gratitude 

from those we touched with ashes and 

blessing.  

 

This type of public ministry outside the walls 

of our churches is a vital part of how we need 

to approach ministry in the 21st century. We 

need to meet people where they are with wide 

open arms, hearts, and willingness to be a 

blessing in unexpected places. 

 

In our new ministry model, we will again inhabit 

a specific location, but we will have the 

opportunity to be a blessing beyond our 

worship experience and spiritual programming. 

We will be able to embody the love of God in 

service in our café as we feed the hungry and 

befriend the lonely. And best of all, it 

will be fun! 

 

When our Congregationalist (and 

Presbyterians through joint efforts) 

ancestors first came to California in 

1849, such public service was an 

integral part of their ministry. They 

didn’t just found churches and seek 

members for those organizations. 

They founded public schools 

wherever they were and they also 

founded the College of California (now U.C. 

Berkeley) and Mills College too. They also 

published a weekly newspaper of general 

interest called The Pacific that often took 

controversial stands on dueling, vigilance 

committees, and the preservation of the 

sabbath. All of those endeavors sought to 

address burning needs in the community for 

education, the uplift of women in a frontier 

area, and for trustworthy news that uplifted the 

community. It is a “goodly heritage” we have! 

 

Through our new venture, we seek to meet the 

deep-seated needs of our time by addressing 

social isolation, poverty, lack of access to 

healthy food, and education about the 

natural world – to name a few. And at the 

same time and in the same place, we will also 

invite the community to share with us in 

seeking the holy in our midst. And like our 

ancestors, we plan to enact this new ministry 
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with our hands and hearts thereby letting our 

actions speak louder than the words.  

 

Holy Week begins on April 14th and we will 

confront the great mystery of the death of 

Jesus and the resurrection of the Christ 

again while looking toward a new way of 

following Jesus into the world to feed, heal, 

love, and serve.  

 

May the traditional and ancient hymn sung on 

Maundy Thursday be upon our lips: “ubi caritas 

et amor, Deus ibi est”: “wherever 

compassion and love are found, God is 

there.” Amen. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Big Holy Week Plans 

 

Closing escrow during Holy Week, might not 

have been an ideal plan, but . . . that is how it 

is going to happen. So this year, instead of 

doing our own Maundy Thursday service at El 

Cerrito Royale, we are participating in a joint 

Good Friday service with six other UCC 

congregations at First Church Berkeley at 7p 

on April 19th. We will also have an event at 

our new property on Saturday the 20th that 

will include a service of blessing, food, and 

fun from 10a – 2p. 

 

Christ Lutheran will be celebrating Holy Week 

with Hope Lutheran in El Sobrante, so pick a 

flyer on the table in the crossover to join them 

for the many meaningful and rich worship 

services they will offer this year. I especially 

encourage all to attend CLC’s Maundy 

Thursday service at the church. 

 

As we approach the great mystery of the 

resurrection, may we all be transformed by the 

love of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastors Ruth, Melinda and Nate 
providing ashes at BART 

 

April Celebrations 

 

 
 

1st  Dan Hariton 
4th  Joan Thompson 
7th  Bill Willcutts 
7th  Rev. Paul Honigs 
10th Cordell Britt 
23rd Mary Ivas 

 
with love from Mira Vista! 

Architect Darrel DeBoer and Colleen Rodger 
study the original plans for Adachi nursery 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 1 2 

Mira Vista prepares 
lunch, GRIP Souper 
Center,10a 

 

3 
Community Office Hours 
with Pastor Melinda each 
Wednesday @Catahoula 
Coffee, 2-5p 

4 
Interfaith Meditation 
@Sycamore UCC, 
6p 
 

5 
 
 
 
 

6 
Mira Vista Tour 
@the Good table, 
10a 

Mira Vista council 
@Colleen & 
Melinda’s, 11a 
 

7  
12n Worship with Holy 
Communion followed by 
La Mesa with Social Action 
Team 

Phil Porter’s Ordination 
@First Church Berkeley, 
3p 

8 
 

9  
 

10  
Community office Hours, 
2-5p 
 

11 

Interfaith Meditation 
@Sycamore UCC, 
6p 

12 
 

13 

14 
12n Worship followed by 
La Mesa 

 

15 
 

16 
 

17 
No Community office 
Hours today 
 

18 
CLC Maundy 
Thursday service, 
7p 

Interfaith Meditation 
@Sycamore UCC, 
6p 

19 
Good Friday 
Service @ 
First Church 
Berkeley, 7p 

20 
MVUCC & PJ Open 
House @the Good 
table, 10a-3p 

21  
12n Worship followed by 
La Mesa 

One Great Hour of  
Sharing offering 

Easter 
Sunday 

22 
 
 

23  
 

24 
Community office Hours, 
2-5p 

 

25 
Interfaith Meditation 
@Sycamore UCC, 
6p 

26  
 

27 
 

28  
12n Worship followed by  
La Mesa 

29 
 

30 
 
 

    



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our worship life together . . .  
Join us on Sundays at 12 noon for our celebration with music and 
preaching, then stay for lunch because our worship continues as we share 
food and friendship together at our common table, La Mesa.  Feel free to 
bring food to share as you are able. We celebrate the sacrament of Holy 
Communion every First Sunday. All are welcome at our table! 

 April 7  “Those Who Dream”  Psalm 126 

   Social Action Team meets during La Mesa 

 

 April 14  “Choosing Stones”   Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 

   Palm Sunday and the beginning of Holy Week 
 

 April 19  Good Friday Service @First Church Berkeley, 7p 
     Mira Vista is one of seven UCC churches leading this service. 
 
 April 20  “Blessing Our New Home”    10-2p 
   Gathering at 5166 Sobrante Avenue for food, fun, and a blessing! 
 

 April 21  “An Idle Tale”    Luke 24:1-12 

           The Feast of the Resurrection and One Great Hour of Sharing 

 

 April 28  “Clanging Cymbals”  Psalm 150     
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