
THE DANGERS OF FALSE DOCTRINES 
 
( The following  notes are for a series of brief Wednesday night presentations at the 
Antelope Valley Church, Lancaster, CA.) 
 

The Dangers of False Teaching….I 
 

1.  Step one in opposing false teaching is understanding how dangerous it is! 
2. False teaching is not new----it began in the Garden of Eden when Satan added 

ONE WORD to what God had said.  Satan said, “You shall NOT surely die”, 
referring to eating the forbidden fruit.  (We know how that turned out!) 

3. Several scriptures provide us with an abundance of warning: 
A. I Timothy 4:16….”Watch your life and DOCTRINE closely.  PERSEVERE in 

them, because if you do you will save both yourself and your hearers.” 
B. I Timothy 4:1….”The Spirit says clearly that in later times some will abandon 

the faith and follow deceiving spirits and things taught by demons”. 
C. (Speaking of church elders) Titus 1:9….”He must hold firmly to the 

trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage others 
by SOUND DOCTRINE, and refute those who oppose it.” 

D. Matthew 15:7-9…(Jesus criticizing the Jewish teachers of the law)…”You 
hypocrites!  Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, ‘These people 
honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me.  They worship me 
IN VAIN; their teachings are but rules taught by men”. 

E. Titus 2:1…”You MUST teach what is in accord with SOUND doctrine”. 
4. Common saying: “It really does not matter what you believe as long as you are 

sincere”.  It is obvious from the above passages that God does not feel that way at 
all! 

5. God has provided  us with the scriptures so that we can KNOW the truth, thereby 
not be deceived by false teaching. 

6. This series of lessons will deal with a number of false teachings which abound in 
our society---teachings believed by many “good people”, simply because they 
have accepted what MEN say rather than search the scriptures . 

7. Adopt the “Berean spirit”.  In Acts 17:11 we are told, “Now the Bereans were of 
MORE NOBLE CHARACTER than the Thessalonians, for they received the message 
with great eagerness and examined the scriptures every day to see if what Paul 
was saying was true”. 

 



The Dangers of False teaching………2 
 

1.  Some false teachings are more dangerous than others. 
2. The real test of a teaching’s danger is whether or not it contradicts or violates 

God’s laws…thereby leading others to displease God. 
3. Many false teachings are really just someone’s opinion concerning matters that 

are only incidental or which are subject to a variety of interpretations. 
Examples: 

A. One-cuppers 
B. No Sunday School 
C. A cappella versus instrumental music in church services 
D. Special garb or quaint customs (such as Amish). 

4. False teachings abounded even early in church history. 
A. Marcion---Jesus’ teachings not compatible with Old Testament. 
B. Gnostics—complicated set of philosophical theories with knowledge the 

               Chief goal. 
C. Some argued Jesus was not divine---just an ordinary human being.  

5. Variety of teachings through the years.  Development of Catholic Church 
introduced a wide variety of teachings different from what Jesus and the apostles 
taught. 

6. Catholics declared that “the church” was an authority on what was true, basically 
on a par with the scriptures.  Therefore any teaching emanating from the church 
was considered to be from God---even when it changed or contradicted what is 
written in the scriptures.  (Many examples). 

7. Leaders of the Reformation Movement (especially Martin Luther) actively resisted 
both the un-biblical teachings of the Catholic Church as well as some of the 
shameful abuses of some of the Popes and other leaders. 

8. It is important to understand that much of today’s Protestant thinking is based on 
the teachings of men like Martin Luther and John Calvin.  In this class we will 
examine some of those teachings. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Dangers of False Teaching….3 
 
Nothing is more important than being saved---and therefore it is of utmost importance 
to follow the Lord’s instructions for BECOMING saved!  But some of the most common--
-and dangerous---false teaching in the Protestant world involves how one is to become 
saved.  Note the following VERY clear passages and see what the message is: 
 

1.  Jesus gave the following instructions shortly before he left the earth: ”Go into all 
the world and preach the good news to all creation.  Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned”.  (Mark 
16:15-16).  If one is going to follow Jesus, will he challenge these instructions--or 
will he do just what Jesus said? 

2. The Apostle Peter, a few days later, addressed a crowd of Jews who had just 
become believers and, cut to the heart, asked what they should do.  His answer 
was clear: “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the forgiveness of your sins…” (Acts 2:38).  Peter told them two things to do in 
order to have their sins forgiven: repent and be baptized---and about 3,000 did 
exactly that.  So….why is it that most Protestant churches will NOT teach that one 
needs to repent and be baptized in order to have his sins forgiven??? 

3. Jesus appeared to Saul of Tarsus on the road to Damascus.  Saul became a 
believer very quickly, surely repenting of the evil he had done.  He acknowledged 
Jesus as Lord.  Jesus did not tell him how to be saved, but told him to go into the 
city and someone else would tell him what to do.  Ananias came to him and said 
the following; “…Get up, be baptized and wash away your sin, calling on his 
name”.  (Most denominations teach that Saul was saved on the road to 
Damascus….but obviously he was NOT saved there---otherwise his sins would 
have been washed away BEFORE he saw Ananias!) 

4. Writing to the Galatians Paul said, “….For all of you who were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  Note 2 conditions: “Out of 
Christ” and “In Christ”.  The former are lost; the latter are saved.  So at what point 
do we go from being “Out” of Christ to being “In” Christ?  Paul says that we are 
“baptized into” Christ; therefore before baptism we are OUT of Christ. 

5. In Romans (6:3-4) Paul said, “Don’t you know that all of us who were BAPTIZED 
INTO Christ were baptized into his death?  We were buried with him THROUGH 
BAPTISM into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”  So Jesus’ dead body was 
buried in the tomb and then he was raised to a new life.  Our spiritually dead 



bodies are buried in waters of baptism and then raised to a new spiritual life.  
BEAUTIFUL SYMBOLISM! 

6. SUMMARY:  As one reads these passages it should be ABUNDANTLY clear that 
baptism plays a vital role in a person’s transition from being unsaved (and out of 
Christ) to being saved (and IN Christ). 

7. AMAZINGLY most of the Protestant world insists that baptism has NOTHING to do 
with becoming saved---but is something that occurs AFTER one is already saved!  
Why????   

 
 
 

The Dangers of False teaching…..4 
 
Origin of the “Salvation-by-faith-only doctrine 
 

1. The four major Protestant denominations (Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, and 
Presbyterian), along with hundreds of similar spin-off religious groups, trace their 
origins back to the Reformation period of the 1500’s.  Their teachings were 
heavily influenced by Martin Luther, along with men like John Calvin and John 
Wesley---but especially Martin Luther. 

2. Martin Luther was a Catholic priest and theology professor who became very 
upset by the abuses of the Catholic Church, along with some of its teachings.  He 
was especially opposed to the church’s insistence on works-oriented salvation 
and to the “sale of indulgences” by which the church raised large amounts of 
money by “allowing” people to escape being punished for their sins if certain 
amounts of money was paid.  (The Catholic Church has a complicated system of 
acts of penance and church-granted forgiveness---plus a belief in a place called 
Purgatory---all of which have ZERO basis in the scriptures.) 

3. In his opposition to Catholic teachings, Luther went to the opposite extreme.  He 
insisted that salvation is by faith ONLY---and that works have nothing to do with 
it.  He thought that nothing a person DOES has anything to do with his being 
saved. 

4. THE PROBLEM WITH THE BOOK OF JAMES:  Luther realized that his beliefs were in 
conflict with the book of James.  James wrote: “What good is it, my brothers, if a 
man claims to have faith but has no deeds?  Can such faith save him?” (James 
2:14).  He also wrote, “As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without 



deeds is dead”. (James 2:26).  Luther’s solution: deny that the book of James 
should be in the Bible! 

5. This “faith-only” teaching of Luther has continued to dominate Protestant 
theology.  Since baptism requires an action on the part of a person, it is ruled out 
as a part of the process by which a person becomes saved---DESPITE all the 
passages which show clearly that is at baptism that one has his sins forgiven. 

6. The use of Ephesians 2:8-9:  This passage says, “For it is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith---and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God---not by 
works,  that no one can boast”.  This passage certainly refutes Catholic 
doctrine…but it has nothing to do with baptism.  Baptism is not something that a 
person does---it is something that is done TO a person. 

7. IMPORTANT UNDERLYING PRINCIPLE:  Much of Paul’s writing was addressed to 
Jewish readers who measured their right standing with God based on their 
obedience to the Law of Moses---basically “works”.  Paul tried to show that God 
grants salvation based on one’s faith, not on how many good works one has done.  
It had NOTHING to do with baptism. 

8.  Next lesson: misapplications of isolated scriptures. 
 
 
 

The Dangers of False Teaching….5 
 
Misapplying Isolated Scriptures: 
 

1. Lessons from the story of the “Blind men and the elephant”.  Conclusion: it is a big 
mistake to draw conclusions without getting all the information! 

2. When people adopt false teaching, they try to find isolated scriptures to support 
their beliefs.  The Bible does not contradict itself.  Jesus, Peter, and Paul ALL 
taught the same plan of salvation.  ALL taught that baptism is in the instructions 
for being saved---for having sins forgiven---for having sins “washed away”----for 
entering Christ---and for beginning the new life in Christ (see previous lesson).  
NO MISAPPLIED PASSAGE CAN CHANGE THIS! 

3. Examples of misapplied passages: 
a. Romans 10:13: “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved”.  Is 

that all it takes to be saved—just call out “Lord, Lord”?  Or does calling on the 
name of the Lord mean to follow his instructions?  Jesus answered: “Not 



everyone who says to me ‘Lord, Lord’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
only he who DOES the will of my Father who is in heaven”.  (Matthew 7:21) 

b. Romans 10:9: “…If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved”.  Does this 
mean that a person can be saved without repenting and without being 
baptized into Christ?  Or does it refer to believing in what Jesus said and being 
obedient?   The writer (Paul) is the same person who said that people are 
“baptized into” Christ.  Does he contradict himself here?  He does not. 

c. Acts 16:30: The Philippian jailer asked Paul and Silas, “Sirs, what must I do to 
be saved?”  (It is fairly certain that he did not mean “saved” in the spiritual 
sense.  He felt that he was in all kinds of trouble!)  Paul’s answer: “Believe in 
the Lord Jesus and you will be saved---you and your household”.  Did Paul 
mean just to believe---and nothing else---and that would save them…without 
repentance, confession, and baptism?  Or would they need to act on that 
belief by doing what Jesus commanded?  Notice that after this Paul “spoke the 
word of the Lord to him”.  What did Paul tell him?  Result: “He and all his 
family were baptized”.  Obviously Paul explained the need for baptism---just 
like EVERY OTHER CONVERSION in the New Testament! 

d. God did not provide a smorgasbord of ways to be saved: choose one  you like!  
People are saved the same way today as they were on the Day of Pentecost.  
People are”baptized into” Christ today just as surely as they were in the first 
century.  It is just as necessary to follow Jesus’ commandments today as it was 
in Paul’s day.  There are no short-cuts.  God has ALWAYS required that faith be 
DEMONSTRATED.  Baptism is  exactly that---a demonstration of faith, trusting 
God to wash away one’s sins.  It is NOT the water that does the washing; it is 
the blood of Christ.  (The water in baptism does not wash away sins---any 
more than the waters of the Jordan River cleansed Naaman’s leprosy!) 

 
To be continued… 


