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Stand Up for the Kingdom 
 

I. Introduction: The Sunday sermon series is about Jesus‟ Sermon on the Mount. The initial focus 

on the Beatitudes describes a Christian‟s character. These Small Group lessons are meant to 

reinforce what we learn each Sunday by reviewing the Scriptures from Sunday and then looking 

at specific examples from the book of Matthew and the life of Jesus. The Small Group leader 

may choose one or all of the Scriptures for discussion. The opening group activity is intended as 

an icebreaker and to put into context the discussion that follows. 

 

II. Group Activity: [Leaders: only pick someone who will take this icebreaker well, i.e. not take it 

personally or be offended by it] As everyone is gathering for the group, pick someone to “kick 

out” of the group. Tell the person they can no longer come to this group and that they had to 

leave right away. They need to find a new group that suits them better (be as serious as you can 

and intentionally drag this out), they are too “Jesus-y” and they take being a disciple too 

seriously. 

1. How did it feel when the person was first told they had to leave? 

2. How did it feel when you heard why? 

3. What would you do if someone was really kicked out of the group for what they 

sincerely believed in and you a) agree with them or b) disagree with them? 

 

III. Matthew 5:10-12 “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is 

the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all 

kinds of evil against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in 

heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.” 

A. Gospel of Persecuted versus Powerful! 

B. Power resists challenges to their power so the persecuted are slandered and defamed. 

C. Persecutors attack the messengers because of the message.  

D. Not everyone fights fair! 

E. Do not stoop to unchristian behavior when persecuted because God defends the 

persecuted. 

F. Persevere until the whole story is revealed. 

G. Persecutors act out of fear so respond with faith not fear. 

H. Satan attacks truth-tellers.  

I. Discussion Questions:  
1. Have you ever personally experienced persecution for your beliefs? If so, 

describe what happened. 

2. Where do you see persecution against Christians today? 

3. Is cultural hostility to Christian beliefs the same as persecution? Why or why not? 

J. Group Activity: Discuss as a group hypothetical persecution scenarios: 

1. How would you react to your parents rejecting you for being a disciple, cutting 

you off from the family and not speaking to you? 

2. How would you react to being made fun of at your job for being a “Bible 

thumper”?  

3. How would you react if your life was in danger for being a Christian?  

4. Would you ever feel enough pressure to deny your faith? Why or why not? 

 

IV. Matthew 23:29-36 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You build 

tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. And you say, 'If we had lived in 
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the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the 

prophets.‟ So you testify against yourselves that you are the descendants of those who murdered 

the prophets. Go ahead, then, and complete what your ancestors started! You snakes! You brood 

of vipers! How will you escape being condemned to hell? Therefore I am sending you prophets 

and sages and teachers. Some of them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your 

synagogues and pursue from town to town. And so upon you will come all the righteous blood 

that has been shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of 

Berekiah, whom you murdered between the temple and the altar. Truly I tell you, all this will 

come on this generation.” 

A. The Pharisees‟ ancestors persecuted the prophets and rejected God‟s messengers. 

B. The worst persecution is what comes from within the brotherhood.   

C. Persecution for righteousness is nothing new. 

D. Discussion Questions: 

1. Who are some “prophets and sages and teachers” today who challenge your faith 

to a higher standard? How do you expect the rest of the world to respond to their 

message? 

2. Who are some “teachers of the law and Pharisees” today who are critical of your 

faith? How does the rest of the world respond to their message? 

3. What are some areas of your faith that would be easy to „water down‟ to be more 

acceptable? 

E. Group Activity: Write on separate scraps of paper the following: “homosexuality: 

Matthew 19:4-5”, “Only Christians are saved: John 14:6”, “baptism for salvation: Acts 

2:38”, “gun control: Matthew 26:55”, and “big government: Matthew 22:17-21” and put 

them in a something to draw from (hat, jar, etc). Have everyone in the group pair up and 

have each pair draw one of the scraps of paper. One person in the pair is to discuss the 

topic from a “Kingdom” perspective and the other person is to discuss the topic from the 

“world‟s” perspective. The Kingdom-perspective is to use the scripture referenced. The 

world-perspective can counter with their own argument or choose to “persecute” the 

other side. Give each pair just 5 minutes total to argue each side. 

1. Were any of these topics particularly hard to argue for? Against? Why? 

2. What is the difference between political opposition and persecution? (For 

example, when debating homosexuality political opposition is “I think you are 

wrong, this is why…” versus persecution that says, “you are homophobic”) 

3. Note: Persecution can come from other believers (baptism), sincere God-seekers 

(only Christians are saved), friends or family (homosexuality, gun control, role of 

government), or news/politics (homosexuality, gun control, role of government) 

4. Note: Persecution can twist scripture (for example if you think homosexuality is a 

sin, you aren‟t Christ-like because Jesus was all about love and acceptance) 

 

V. Exodus 20:16-17 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. You shall not covet 

your neighbor's house. You shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male or female servant, 

his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”   

A. Coveting is wanting something so bad it as the expense of someone else 

B. Do not covet your neighbor‟s things or injure your neighbor, verbally or physically. 

C. Be neighborly and respect boundaries! 

D. Fights start over things we say or things we want (cf. James 4:1-3) 
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E. Persecution is often either misrepresenting someone‟s faith (false testimony) or wanting 

to usurp (covet) someone‟s position or possessions  

F. Discussion Questions:  

1. Has anyone ever lied about you or talked about you behind your back? How did it 

make you feel? 

2. Has anyone ever misrepresented what you believe? What do you think were their 

motives? 

3. What do you think those who are critical of Christianity “covet”? In other words, 

what do you think Christians have that others‟ want or are envious of? 

4. What is the difference between jealousy, envy, and coveting? (jealousy =  

protective of what is yours, envy = wanting what someone else has, coveting = 

wanting what someone else has at their expense (i.e. wishing harm on another to 

get what you want)) 

G. Group Activity: Choose three volunteers to demonstrate jealousy, envy and coveting. 

The scenario is that someone just got a brand new sports car. Each person is to act either 

jealous, envious, or covetous and the rest of the group has to guess which. 

1. We often get jealousy and envy mixed up. Can jealousy be sinful? How is God 

jealous? 

2. We also get envy and coveting mixed up. Is envy inherently sinful? Why or why 

not? 

3. What attitudes of the heart combat jealousy, envy and coveting? (gratitude, 

contentment, generosity, etc) 

 

VI. Matthew 15:1-20 “Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem 

and asked, „Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don't wash their hands 

before they eat!‟ Jesus replied, „And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your 

tradition?‟ For God said, 'Honor your father and mother' and 'Anyone who curses their father 

or mother is to be put to death.' But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been 

used to help their father or mother is 'devoted to God,' they are not to 'honor their father or 

mother' with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. You hypocrites! 

Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 'These people honor me with their lips, but their 

hearts are far from me. They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.' Jesus 

called the crowd to him and said, „Listen and understand. What goes into someone's mouth does 

not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, that is what defiles them.‟ Then the disciples 

came to him and asked, „Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this?‟ 

He replied, „Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 

Leave them; they are blind guides. If the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.‟ Peter 

said, „Explain the parable to us.‟ „Are you still so dull?‟ Jesus asked them. „Don't you see that 

whatever enters the mouth goes into the stomach and then out of the body? But the things that 

come out of a person's mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. For out of the heart 

come evil thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. These 

are what defile a person; but eating with unwashed hands does not defile them.‟" 

A. Pharisees were passionate about the tradition of the elders; passionate about the wrong 

things. 

B. Definition of tradition:  Rules taught by men. 

C. Traditions nullify the word of God by rejecting commands and following human 

teachings instead.  Example: 
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1. Command to honor mother and father. 

2. Tradition to honor God instead of parents. 

D. “Things that come out of the mouth come from the heart.” (Vs. 18) Persecution stems 

from the evil thoughts that reside in the heart. 

E. Persecution can be motived by religious or cultural tradition 

F. Discussion Questions  
1. What are some of your convictions that run counter to either religious or cultural 

tradition? Have you ever faced persecution because of it? 

2. Have you ever received criticism or persecution from other Christians? Why? 

How did you respond? 

3. What might be one of your religious traditions that could be used to persecute 

someone? (for example “minors” such as how you worship, what translation of 

the Bible you use, etc) 

4. What makes the difference between religious tradition and religious conviction? 

(heart) What makes the difference between persecution and disagreement? (heart) 

5. Does receiving persecution legitimize your convictions? In other words, just 

because Jesus promised we would be persecuted because of him, does it follow 

that if we are persecuted then that means we are right? (Other Christian 

denominations are labeled “cults” or may otherwise be persecuted by mainstream 

Christianity. That does not necessarily make their beliefs, practices, leadership 

structure, etc “right”. Some examples: Jehovah‟s Witnesses or Seventh Day 

Adventists, Mark Driscoll and Mars Hill Church, Westboro Baptist, and so on) 

G. Group Activity:  Choose 3-4 volunteers to make up a new religious tradition, coming up 

with scriptural support if they can. Have them demonstrate or explain their tradition and 

the reason behind it. Then have them persecute the rest of the group for not following 

their tradition. 

1. Was the reason for their new tradition convincing? Would their “persecution” 

convince you to change what you‟re doing? 

2. How would you counter their tradition without “persecuting” them back? 

3. What might be an example where this is happening in Christianity today? 

 


