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Blessed are the Peacemakers 
 

I. Introduction: The Sunday sermon series is about Jesus‟ Sermon on the Mount. The initial focus 

on the Beatitudes describes a Christian‟s character. These Small Group lessons are meant to 

reinforce what we learn each Sunday by reviewing the Scriptures from Sunday and then looking 

at specific examples from the book of Matthew and the life of Jesus. The Small Group leader 

may choose one or all of the Scriptures for discussion. The opening group activity is intended as 

an icebreaker and to put into context the discussion that follows. 

 

II. Group Activity: Choose 2 or 3 volunteers to play charades. The volunteers are to act like a 

peacemaker and the rest of the group has to guess what they are. Examples of peacemakers: 

police, teachers, parents, diplomats, Christians, and so on. The volunteers pick what kind of 

peacemaker they want to act out without telling the rest of the group. 

 

III. Matthew 5:8 “Blessed are the peacemakers for they shall be called children of God.” 

A. Peacemakers engage in resolving conflict. 

B. Peacemakers make friends not foes. 

C. Peacemakers unite people not divide people. 

D. Peacemakers love people!  

E. The Israelites (chosen people) are sometimes called children of God 

F. “Children of God” can more generally be applied to anyone who is faithful and righteous 

G. Discussion Questions:  
1. In what ways can you be a peacemaker today- at work/at home/in your 

neighborhood? 

2. How is being a peacemaker contrary to the world‟s expectations? Give examples. 

3. Is there ever a time or circumstance when a Christian can‟t or shouldn‟t be a 

peacemaker? (Romans 12:18 “as much as it depends on you…”) 

4. The New Testament describes disciples as “adopted”, “heirs”, and “children” (cf. 

Romans 8:14-17, Ephesians 1:4-5, Galatians 3:26, Titus 3:7). How does this 

future promise relate to these descriptions of present believers? 

H. Group Activity: Choose 3 people to role-play an argument- either at work or at home- 

and another person to intervene as a peacemaker. Make the group having the argument 

defiant, not listening to the peacemaker at first.  

1. What did the peacemaker do that worked or didn‟t work in resolving the conflict 

2. Are peacemakers always listened to? 

3. What do you do, as a peacemaker, when no one listens or responds? 

4. Have you ever been in a situation like this? What did you do? 

 

IV. Matthew 23:27-28 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are 

like whitewashed tombs, which look beautiful on the outside but on the inside are full of the 

bones of the dead and everything unclean. In the same way, on the outside you appear to people 

as righteous but on the inside you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness.”  

A. Coming in contact with the dead, even old bones, would make one ceremonially unclean 

B. The Pharisees took this further, that even “if your shadow touches a grave” you would be 

unclean, so the markings of tombs were “whitewashed” every year to make sure they 

could be seen and avoided 

C. Whitewashed Tombs only care about how they are seen on the outside 
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D. Whitewashed Tombs are Shallow, Superficial, Pleasure-Seekers, Selfish, Stealers, 

Sinners  

E. Discussion Questions: 

1. Describe a time where you were hurt in a relationship but had to keep up a good 

image? (Examples: hurt by a coworker, but still had to work together; betrayed by 

a friend, but share the same circle of friends; etc) 

2. Give an example of a time when you acted as a peacemaker even though you 

were hurting inside. Did being a peacemaker (forgiving, being gracious) help you 

heal inside? 

3. What does being vengeful or harboring hatred do to our hearts over time? (leads 

to death) 

F. Group Activity: Blindfold a volunteer to go through an obstacle course. The “obstacles” 

are other people in the group who stand in the volunteer‟s way. Pick another volunteer to 

be the “peacemaker” who verbally guides (i.e. does not lead them by the hand) the 

blindfolded volunteer. 

1. Do people always listen when you act as a peacemaker? 

2. How can peacemakers help prevent others from being shallow or “whitewashed”? 

 

V. Exodus 20:15 “You shall not steal” 

A. Peacemaking is contrasted to stealing by giving to others versus taking from others. 

B. Theft is abuse of others, robbing people of their security/peace. 

C. Stealing is a line not to be crossed. 

D. Being a peacemaker respects others‟ property (material), passions (interests), and 

personalities (character) 

E. Discussion Questions:  

1. Have you ever had anything stolen from you? How did it make you feel? 

2. How would someone “rob” another‟s passion or personality? (backstabbing, 

words that cut down rather than build up, etc) 

3. How would a peacemaker go about restoring the feeling of broken trust or 

violated security (even if the peacemaker was not involved)? 

F. Group Activity: Chose two volunteers: one to be the “robber” and the other to be the 

one robbed. 1) Demonstrate someone stealing something material: purse, wallet, etc. 2) 

Demonstrate someone “robbing” a person‟s passions/interests. 3) Demonstrate someone 

“robbing” a person‟s personality/character. 

1. How would you feel different if someone stole something valuable from you 

versus if they stole your hopes/dreams or stole your self-esteem? 

2. Is it possible to be a peacemaker when you feel violated? 

 

VI. Matthew 11:1-19 “After Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from 

there to teach and preach in the towns of Galilee. When John, who was in prison, heard about 

the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples to ask him, „Are you the one who is to come, or 

should we expect someone else?‟ Jesus replied, „Go back and report to John what you hear and 

see: 5 The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who 

does not stumble on account of me.‟ As John's disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to 

the crowd about John: „What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the 

wind? 8 If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear 
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fine clothes are in kings' palaces. Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 

and more than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written:‟ „I will send my messenger 

ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.' Truly I tell you, among those born of 

women there has not risen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he. From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom 

of heaven has been subjected to violence, and violent people have been raiding it. For all the 

Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. And if you are willing to accept it, he is the Elijah 

who was to come. Whoever has ears, let them hear. „To what can I compare this generation? 

They are like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling out to others:‟ 'We played the pipe 

for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.' For John came neither 

eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.' The Son of Man came eating and drinking, 

and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.' But 

wisdom is proved right by her deeds." 

A. John the Baptist was imprisoned and was beginning to doubt Jesus‟ ministry because 

some expected the Messiah to “violently” overthrow the reign of Herod or Rome 

B. Jesus‟ ministry was marked by “peacemaking”, focusing on sinners and the unclean 

C. Jesus‟ answer recalls the inauguration of his ministry (Luke 4:18-19) where he quoted 

one of Isaiah‟s messianic prophesies- judgment in Isaiah 58 and restoration in 61- that is 

more peaceful than revolutionary  

D. Jesus credited John with paving the way for his ministry- no one “born of women” is 

greater. But Jesus turned expectations upside down that despite how great John was, the 

least in the Kingdom of God would be greater 

E. Vs 12 is problematic because it can be translated different ways 

1. “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 

subjected to violence (or “suffers violence”- HSCB, NASB, NKJV), and violent 

people have been raiding it” (2011NIV) 

i. Negative connotation, possibly alluding to John‟s imprisonment by “violent 

people” 

2. “From the days of John the Baptist until now, the kingdom of heaven has been 

forcefully advancing, and forceful men lay hold of it” (NIV84) 

i. Positive connotation, where those who are entering the Kingdom are zealous, 

“forceful” or „sold out‟ 

3. Both could be true in that Jesus was being ironic 

i. Expectation was a messianic “violent” revolution 

ii. But Jesus was ministering to the “violent”- the sinners and unclean – in a 

peaceful way, usurping expectations 

iii. The Kingdom turns expectations upside down 

F. Discussion Questions  
1. How would you describe the kingdom of heaven to someone else (in terms of 

people and action, not doctrine or theology)? How would your description 

compare with how Jesus described his ministry? Do you see that version of the 

“kingdom” today? In what way? 

2. In God‟s kingdom, how are the least the greatest? 

3. Which version of verse 12 do you relate to most - the kingdom as antagonistic 

with many opposed to it, or the kingdom as “forcefully advancing” filled with 

“forceful men”? 
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4. Can you relate to the expectation of God‟s kingdom “overthrowing” the culture 

and authorities of the world? How do you expect it to do so? 

5. What role do peacemakers have in the kingdom of God today? What role do they 

have out in the world? 

G. Group Activity:  Discuss as a group some areas where “violent people” oppose the 

kingdom of God. Also discuss as a group where the kingdom is “forcefully advancing”. 

Take time for the group to pray for God‟s kingdom. 

1. In other places in the world Christianity is generally strongest where it faces the 

harshest persecution, similar to the first century Church. Is there a correlation?  

2. How does the description of the kingdom “suffering violence” compare with the 

relatively comfortable church in the United States? 

3. How can we be peacemakers in a culture that is increasingly hostile to Christian 

values? 


