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Some of these assignments seem to indicate that Titus had a strong will and character---such as 

dealing with troublesome situations in Crete. 

MAIN POINTS: 

1. Qualifications of elders; call to rebuke rebellious and misbehaving 

members (ch. 1). 

2. Instructions to provide needed teaching to various groups---and to 

do so authoritatively (ch. 2). 

3. More reminders and advice (ch. 3). 

J….PHILEMON 

This book is a letter from Paul to Philemon, a convert of Paul’s, about a runaway slave named 

Onesimus. Apparently Onesimus (who may have met Paul earlier before he ran away) went to 

Paul in prison and was converted by Paul. He had become beloved by Paul and was very useful 

to him, but Paul knew it was only right to send him back to his master. The letter is a plea to 

Philemon to accept Onesimus back as a brother---and to charge to Paul whatever Onesimus owed 

him. In the letter Paul commends Philemon for his good work in “refreshing the saints”. 

K…HEBREWS 

Hebrews is a remarkable book. The author is not named, but many believe that Paul was the 

writer. Whoever wrote it had a remarkable under- 

standing of the relationship between the old covenant (Law of Moses) and the new covenant of 

Christ. 

Earlier lessons have mentioned the continuing problem of Jewish Christians clinging to portions 

of the Law of Moses, with its sacrifices, ceremonies, and regulations. Hebrews was addressed 

largely to these Jewish Christians, showing the superiority of Christ and his system over the 

Mosaic system. 

In A.D. 70 the Romans destroyed the temple and all its ceremonies, greatly disrupting the Jewish 

system of worship. This letter seems to be a way of preparing Jewish Christians for this shock---

by showing that those old Mosaic practices were not valid---and no great loss. 

More than any other book, Hebrews displays the great parallels between the old system and the 

new. As one gets a full view of what God worked out,  
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his faith is strengthened as he realizes that no man could have thought up and arranged such an 

amazing set of circumstances. 

The student should take note of how logically and systematically the writer establishes the 

superiority of Jesus over Moses and of the new covenant over the old system. Note how 

prophecy is used to show that these changes were based on established Jewish theology. 

Also note the explanations of the priesthood changes. (TAKE TIME TO EXAMINE THE 

ACCOMPANYING CHART). 

SHADOW AND REALITY 

: As one studies the parallels between the Mosaic system and the Christian system, it is 

significant to note the terminology used to distinguish between the two. See Colossians 2:17. 

The old system is called a “shadow” while the new system is called “reality”. Hebrews 8:5 

refers to the “shadow”, as does Hebrews 10:1. 

MAIN POINTS: 

1. Read chapter 1. Glowing praise of Jesus…Superior to angels. 

2. Warning not to ignore the salvation which God offers…more praise of 

Jesus (ch. 2). 

3. Jesus greater than Moses…Moses was a servant in God’s house, but Jesus 

was a son in that house……warning against falling away as the Israelites 

fell away in the desert (ch. 3). 

4. (Ch. 4) A rest (heaven) remains for God’s people----a warning NOT to  

fall short because of disobedience as the Israelites did. 

a. Word of God “living and active” 

b. Jesus is our High Priest….who is sympathetic, having experienced 

the temptations which we face. 

5. (Ch. 5:1-6:12) Jesus’ priesthood…..Melchizedek comparison. 

a. Jesus learned obedience. 



b. Strong call for Christians to grow to maturity, growing from infancy 

(milk) to maturity (solid food). 

6. God’s blessings based on his oath (6:13-20). 

7. Explanation of Melchizedek connection (greater than Abraham). 

a. Change in priesthood means change in the law (7:12)..note  

significance). 

b. Jesus from tribe of Judah…not Levi…so could not be a priest under 

the Law of Moses. (Note implications) 
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c. Advantages of a hope that lasts forever. 

d. Sacrifice once (only) for sin. 

e. Holy, blameless High Priest. 

8. Emphasis on prophecy from Jeremiah 31...review re: new covenant. 

a. Supremacy of Jesus’ ministry (8:6). 

b. First covenant had weaknesses (8:7)…..obsolete and in process 

of disappearing (8:13). 

9. (9:1-10:18) Contrasts between the old tabernacle and the new system 

(See accompanying chart). 

a. Note points of comparison and contrast. 

b. “Once-for-all” sacrifice replaced repeated sacrifices in the Old 

Testament. 

10. Another call for perseverance, clinging to the hope offered by God. 

a. Draw near to God with a sincere heart. 



b. Keep meeting together, always encouraging each other. 

c. Warnings against ignoring and disobeying God. 

11. Chapter 11...great chapter on faith…MUST READ. 

12. (Ch. 12)..Expect….and Accept…God’s discipline, understanding its 

great benefits for us. 

a. More warnings against sin. 

b. Allusions to Mt. Sinai and comparison to Mt. Zion. 

c. Grandeur of our position as God’s people and beneficiaries of 

His favor----a sobering reminder to live in reverence and awe. 

13. Variety of exhortations: entertain strangers….remember those in prison. 

honor marriage and keep it pure….avoid love of money….remember  

and honor church leaders….beware of false teachings….share in the 

disgrace of Christ….praise God…do good to others…obey leaders. 

L…JAMES 

One of 3 named James (including 2 apostles). Writer believed to be the brother of Jesus. Very 

highly respected in the early church (see Acts 12:17 and 21:18-26). The letter touches on a wide 

variety of subjects giving advice on various aspects of Christian living. 

MAIN POINTS: 
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1. Face trials. They produce perseverance, maturity, and wisdom. Pray for 

wisdom. Control anger. Pure religion. (Chap. 1) 

2. (ch. 2) Avoid favoritism (especially based on wealth). Faith without  



works is dead. 

3. (Ch. 3) Power of the tongue---need to control it. Characteristics of godly 

wisdom. 

4. (Ch. 4) Resist the devil. Submit to God. Do not speak against brothers. 

consider God’s will in future activities. 

5. (Ch. 5) Warnings to those who have gained riches unfairly. Call for 

patience. Wait for God’s blessings in due time. Power and effectiveness 

of a prayer of faith. 

M. I and II PETER 

Peter is well-known as one of the chief apostles, both for strengths and weaknesses. He was the 

chief speaker on Pentecost. He was at the forefront of the early activities of the church. He 

served as an elder of the Jerusalem church. At the time of the writing of his letters the Christians 

were being subject to terrible persecutions. Nero burned Christians nightly in his gardens. His 

chief purpose seems to be to encourage Christians to be faithful, mindful of the sufferings of 

Jesus---and mindful of their special place as God’s chosen people. 

MAIN POINTS: 

1. (Ch. 1) Keep faith through persecution, keeping eyes on the final  

salvation---which prophets yearned to look into. A call to holy living 

in view of the precious hope set before us. 

2. (Ch. 2) Rid our lives of evil. Role of Jesus as cornerstone in God’s  

house. Chosen people….live pure lives..submission to legal authorities 

3. (Ch. 3) Husbands and wives to submit to each other. Call to do good 

in the face of suffering. Role of baptism in salvation. 

4. (Ch. 4) Plea for dedicated service to God, avoiding the sins of the 

pagan world….Call to endure suffering. 

5. (Ch. 5) Instructions to elders to serve unselfishly. Young men to be 
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submissive. Be alert and self-controlled. 

6. II PETER….Great promises of God. Add to faith…READ 1:5-9.. 

Prophecy from God…not men. Harsh criticism of false teachers…. 

Better not to know the Lord than to know him….and then turn back 

to the world of sin. 

Events when the Lord returns. READ 3:8-13. 

N. I,II, and III JOHN 

John (who also wrote the book of John and Revelation) was the last surviving apostle. He wrote 

later than the others, probably after 85 A.D. His writings reflect a deep love for fellow Christians 

and strongly urges them all to love each other. 

By the time of John’s writing a variety of false teachings had infiltrated the church. One of the 

most troublesome was called Gnosticism. This held that one could be righteous in “spirit”, but 

the body could indulge in all kinds of sinful actions and still be pleasing to God. There were also 

various teachings about whether or not Jesus was divine---or totally divine---or human. We need 

to read these books considering the specific principles which John was trying to emphasize. 

MAIN POINTS: 

1. (Ch. 1) Personal testimony about the genuineness of Jesus. The  

necessity of walking “in the light” and of dealing with sin in our lives, 

NOT denying that we have sin. 

2. (Ch. 2) People again urged to walk in the light. Try to avoid sin, but  

understand the forgiveness available through the sacrifice of Jesus. Love 

each other---not the world..Warnings against antichrists (false teachers). 

3. (Ch. 3) In view of God’s love, avoid sin. Love sincerely. 

4. (Ch. 4) Beware of false teachers. CHECK THEM OUT . God is love; 

all who serve him must also love. 



5. (Ch. 5) All who love God will love his son as well---and will obey him. 

6. II and III John are short letters to individuals to encourage them to 

remain faithful, living in love, always on guard against false teachers. 

O. JUDE 
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Author of Jude may have been Judas the brother of Jesus. The book is basically a condemnation 

of false teachers and other ungodly men along with a call to persevere in the Lord. 

P. REVELATION 

The book of Revelation was written by John about 95 A.D. It was based on a vision (or series of 

visions) in which Jesus told John to write a number of things. The first 3 chapters contain 

specific messages for seven different churches in Asia. 

The remainder of the book is highly symbolic, often containing references to matters dealt with 

in books of prophecy, especially Daniel, Ezekiel, and Zechariah. 

Through the years there has been an endless variety of interpretations of Revelation. Some think 

it refers mainly to conditions in the first century. Some believe that a host of succeeding 

historical events are specific fulfillments of Revelation’s prophecies. Still others believe that 

most of the fulfillment is still in the future. 

For purposes of this study, emphasis is on what is surely the over-riding conclusion which is to 

be drawn from this book: despite all the terrible things that happen, the people of God will 

emerge in marvelous triumph---and Satan, along with the wicked, will suffer severe punishment. 

Basic lesson: always stay faithful to God! 
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