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III…THE EPISTLES 

INTRODUCTION 

: The gospels outline the purposes of Christ and the basics of Christianity. Acts records the 

beginning and spread of the church. Paul’s extensive travels did not allow time to explore all the 

deeper principles of Christianity. The basic purpose of the epistles (letters) was to help Christians 

to mature in their understanding of God’s will and to deal with a variety of questions and 

situations which were being encountered. 

(It should be noted that in every age there is a need to have the understandings which are 

supplied by the epistles.) 

WRITERS: The letters of Paul to churches were written from about A.D. 51 to A.D. 62. His 

letters to Timothy and Titus were written about 61-68 A.D. James wrote about A.D. 60. Peter’s 

letters were written about 67-68 A.D. John’s letters are believed to have been written between 

85 and 95 A.D., except for Revelation which may have been a year or so later. Jude’s date was 

about 67 A.D. The writer of the book of Hebrews is not identified. Many believe that Paul wrote 

it, but others have been mentioned as possible writers. Whoever wrote it had an amazing grasp of 

some very important spiritual principles! 

MAJOR THEMES AND PRINCIPLES OF THE EPISTLES: 

One of the most persistent problems in the early church---especially among the Jewish 

Christians---was a misunderstanding of the relationship between the teachings of Jesus and those 

of the Law of Moses. Principles of Moses’ law had been ingrained in Jewish minds for many 

centuries. Certainly God knew---and Paul knew---that it would be a long difficult process to 

develop a complete understanding of how the freedom provided by Christ had replaced the often-

oppressive provisions of the Law of Moses. This discussion is expanded in Romans. Other 

epistles explore the matter in more detail. 

OTHER IMPORTANT TOPICS DISCUSSED IN THE EPISTLES: 

Unity…….morality……continued faithfulness…..Lord’s Supper…..spiritual gifts…..church 

discipline……generosity……resurrection…..Second coming…false teachers…….supremacy of 

love….call for brotherly love…. 

New Testament Survey…..13 

role of women in the church…….warnings against apostasy….control of the tongue….faith and 

works……call to endure suffering….along with a call to continue growing in spiritual maturity. 

(It will be noted that these are topics relevant in every generation.) 

A. ROMANS 



Romans is the one letter of Paul’s to a church which he had not founded---or even visited. 

Details of the start of the church in Rome are not clear, but it is likely that it was started by some 

who were in Jerusalem on Pentecost. Rome was a very important city and surely other Christians 

moved there from time to time. 

The book of Romans contains some of the most profound principles in the New Testament, some 

of which can be difficult to comprehend fully. 

Most importantly, the book of Romans emphasizes that man is justified----brought to salvation---

through faith in Jesus and loyalty to him rather than through obedience to the Law of Moses. 

It was a part of the Jewish mindset to believe that one could be in a right relationship with God 

only through being obedient to the Law of Moses. There was a great deal of egotism among the 

Jews as they considered themselves superior to other people. God had chosen them to be his 

special people. It was to them that God had entrusted his law. They were descendants of the great 

man Abraham. Much of Romans was written to counter these ideas. 

MAJOR ARGUMENTS OF PAUL: 

1. The Law of Moses was given to make people aware of sin---and their 

sinfulness. (ch. 3) 

2. There was a need for dealing with sin. Sin must lead to punishment… 

and Jesus took our punishment for us. 

3. Our right standing with God is based on Jesus’ sacrifice---not on  

obedience to Moses’ law. 

4. (Ch. 4) For those who insisted on enforcement of circumcision laws it 

was pointed out that the promise to Abraham was based on his faith… 

and occurred before he was circumcised. 

5. (Ch. 5) Sin came into the world through Adam; through Christ came 

rescue from the death that sin brings. 
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6. (Ch. 6) One must devote his life to right living---and not sin freely 

just because forgiveness is available. 



7. (Ch. 7) There is always a struggle between our sinful nature and our 

desire to please God. Our failures remind us of God’s love and 

forgiveness. 

8. (Ch. 8) Reminder of the presence of God’s spirit within us, helping us 

in ways hard for us to understand. ALSO..eloquent reminder of the 

dimensions of God’s love for us! (v. 31-39) 

9. (Ch. 9-11) Paul’s sorrow about the general Jewish rejection of Christ. 

10. (Ch. 12) Great chapter on Christian living. Read carefully! 

11. (Ch. 13) Be obedient to civil laws. Strong call to righteous living. 

12. (Ch. 14) Warning against judgmentalism, especially toward those who 

conscientiously (albeit mistakenly) observe the Law of Moses. 

13. (Ch. 15) Call to unity. Paul’s plans to visit Rome. 

14. (Ch. 16) Personal greetings. 

Geographical trivia: Paul’s letters to churches included 3 in modern-day Turkey (Galatians, 

Ephesians, and Colossians), 5 in modern-day Greece (Philippians, I and II Thessalonians, and I 

and II Corinthians), and 1 in Italy (Romans). 

B….I and II Corinthians 

While Paul was in Ephesus he received word of some serious problems in the church in Corinth. 

His first letter addressed several of these problems. These issues reflected a great deal of spiritual 

immaturity and wrong-headed thinking, as well as a spirit of arrogance and pretentiousness. 

Following is a summary of major points made by Paul. 

1. Condemnation of divisions and factions (Ch. 1). 

2. God’s wisdom versus worldly wisdom (Ch. 2). 

3. Condemns toleration of incestuous situation in the church (Ch. 5). 

4. Condemns lawsuits between members (Ch. 6). 

5. Dealing with morality problems (note historical immorality in the pagan 



culture of Corinth). Ch. 6 

6. Instructions concerning marriage (Ch. 7). 

7. Questions re: meat sacrificed to idols. (Ch. 8) 
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8. Danger of falling away (Ch. 10). 

9. Women’s role in the church (Ch. 11). 

10. Dealing with misuse of the Lord’s Supper (Ch. 11) 

11. Dealing with misuse of spiritual gifts (Ch. 12) 

12. Great chapter on love (Ch. 13). 

13. Instructions relative to tongues and prophesying (Ch. 14) 

14. Information about the resurrection (Ch. 15) 

15. Second letter includes the response of the Corinthians to the corrections 

by Paul in the first letter. Also concerning Paul’s sufferings and personal  

feelings. (SEE 12:1-13 FOR PAUL’S AMAZING EXPERIENCE.) 

C. Galatians 

To a group of churches. Place of Paul’s earliest preaching. Strong  

Gentile presence. MAJOR POINTS: 

1. Problem with Judaizing teachers and attacks on Paul’s credibility. 

2. Contrast between bondage under Law of Moses and freedom in Christ 

(ch 3-6). 

3. Hagar and Sarah used symbolically to represent old covenant and its 

contrast with the new covenant (4:21-31). 

4. Contrast between the fruits of the sinful nature---and the fruits of the 



Spirit (ch. 5-6). 

D. Ephesians 

Written from prison by Paul. Ephesus was a major port city and the site  

of what was surely Paul’s greatest work (see Acts 19 and 20:17-38) as he  

spent some 3 years there. 

As in so many other places, there were strains in Ephesus between the 

Jewish Christians and the Gentile Christians. By their allegiance to the 

Law of Moses the Jews tended to downplay the role of Christ. Paul makes 

powerful arguments in defense of the role of Christ. MAJOR POINTS: 

1. Eloquent expression of the blessings in Christ and his role in God’s  

eternal plans. Paul deeply desired that the Ephesians would come to 

a full realization of the magnitude of their blessings in Christ (ch. 1). 

2. Reminder to Gentiles of how far they had come in Christ from their 

Dark days alienated from God (ch. 2). 
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3. Paul spoke of his role as a chosen messenger to the Gentiles. 

stressed the key role of the church in God’s plans. Many 

prayers for the Ephesians (ch. 3). 

4. Stressed need for unity in the church. Paul pointed out the 

role of miraculous gifts in helping the church to move through 

the infancy stage to full maturity (ch. 4). 

5. Strong appeal to live as children of light---not the ungodly life 

which they previously lived (4:17-5:21). 



6. Admonitions to husbands and wives (5:22-32). 

7. Admonitions to children and parents and to slaves and masters 

(6:1-9). 

8. Put on the full armor of God (6:10-18). 

E. PHILIPPIANS 

The church in Philippi was the first church established by Paul in Europe (remember the 

Philippian jailer and Lydia and their conversions 

In Acts 16). Paul wrote this letter from prison. He had gotten reports that the Philippian church 

was doing well. This letter is largely a reflection of Paul’s joy. MAJOR POINTS: 

1. Paul discusses his sufferings and how they advanced the gospel--- 

spoke of his desire to go and be with Christ. Encouraged Philippians 

to remain faithful (ch. 1). 

2. Philippians urged to be humble and faithful (ch. 2). 

3. Warnings against false teachers. Beautiful statement: 3:7-16 READ). 

4. READ 4:4-9. 

F. COLOSSIANS 

Another prison letter. Written partly in response to a variety of philo- 

Phies and false teachings which were infiltrating various churches. As in 

ALL his letters, Paul mentions his prayers for the people. MAJOR POINTS: 

1. Emphasis on what God has done and on the role of Jesus as head of  

the church (ch. 1). NOTE verses 15-23. 

2. Explanation of how freedom in Christ releases us from the obliga- 

tions of the Law of Moses (ch. 2). SEE 2:14. 
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3. Rules for holy living (Read 3:1-17). 

G. I AND II THESSALONIANS 

Review the founding of this church (Acts 17:1-9). Once again Paul wrote in response to reports 

brought to him by other people---Timothy in this case. 

MAJOR POINTS: 

1. Paul expresses his concern for the church and reviews his ministry  

there (ch. 1-3). 

2. Encouragement to live holy lives and to be sexually pure (ch.4). 

3. Explains details of events when the Lord returns (ch. 4:13-18). 

4. Important instructions (4:12-22). 

5. II Thessalonians…..Falling away to precede the Lord’s coming 

(2:1-12). 

H. I and II TIMOTHY 

Note Acts 16:1 for first mention of Timothy. Unusual young man. Traveled with Paul and 

trained by him. Given a number of assignments by Paul. Paul dearly loved Timothy and gave 

him important responsibilities, including leadership in the church in Ephesus---especially in 

working with other leaders. MAJOR POINTS: 

1. Warnings against false teachers (ch. 1). 

2. General worship instructions, including specific rules for women  

(ch. 2). 

3. Qualifications for elders (overseers) and deacons (ch. 3). 

4. More warnings against false teachers. Call to Timothy to exercise  

Godly living (ch. 4). 

5. Variety of instructions: widows, slaves, elders, personal health, and  

Godly living (ch. 5-6). 



6. II TIMOTHY: Encouragement to be faithful (ch. 1-2); prediction of 

great evil to come (ch. 3); another strong charge to live godly (3-4). 

I..TITUS 

Like Timothy, Titus was one of Paul’s young converts. Also like Timothy he traveled with Paul 

and was entrusted with various assignments.  

  

 


