
MAGNIFICENT PASSAGES….4 

An athlete often performs better when he is surrounded by crowds of fans cheering and 

encouraging him. What about those who compete in the Christian race? 

Hebrews, chapter 11, recites a long list of heroes of faith who were faithful to God in past ages, 

often despite terrible suffering. It is most inspiring to read the chapter as these heroic deeds are 

recounted. But then, at the end of this chapter, the writer makes this intriguing statement in 

Hebrews 12:1: 

“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 

everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 

perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and 

perfecter of our faith…..” 

(Some might argue that this is only symbolic, but it seems quite possible that those who 

persevered in faith in past ages are watching us, pulling for us to remain faithful to God. 

Certainly that should encourage and inspire us.) 

* 

William Cowper wrote the famous line, “God works in mysterious ways his wonders to 

perform”. We have noted the work of angels. God has at his disposal a vast array of servants 

always ready to do his bidding. 

One such example of this is related in II Kings 6:15-17. As a mighty army from Aram came 

against Israel, and particularly against the prophet Elisha who was in Dothan, Elisha’s servant 

was terrified. Elisha was not afraid, understanding that the Lord would protect him. Note these 

words, beginning in verse 16: 

“‟Don‟t be afraid‟, the prophet answered. „Those who are with us are more than those who 

are with them‟. And Elisha prayed, „O Lord, open his eyes so he may see‟. Then the Lord 

opened the servant‟s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire 

all around Elisha.” 

( We should be encouraged to realize that the God we serve is the same one who protected 

Elisha---and that he is still ready and able to protect those faithful to him. His invisible army is 

still at work.) 

* 

Note this principle as explained by the Psalmist in Psalm 34:7: 

“The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear him, and he delivers them”. 

* 



An important test of man’s faith has always been his generosity to God. That was true in the Old 

Testament, and it is true in the Christian age. There has always been a correlation between man’s 

generosity and the extent of God’s blessings. 

This principle was emphasized as God spoke to the Jews through the prophet Malachi in 

Malachi 3:10: 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in 

this, says the Lord and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 

much blessing that you will not have room for it”. 

* 

Many today can attest to the fact that God pours out blessings on the generous givers, as is 

promised in II Corinthians 9:6-8: 

“…..Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make 

all grace abound to you, so that in all things and at all times, having all things that you 

need, you will abound in every good work”. 

(Note the similarity of promises: “make all grace abound” is similar to filling the storehouse in 

Malachi. God’s grace abounding in our lives should be most encouraging.) 

* 

It is important to understand that while God can become angry at our sin, he really is much more 

anxious to bless us than to punish us. Note these words from Psalm 30:5: 

“For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime.” 

* 

Man’s discouragement and depression can be closely linked to his forgetfulness concerning the 

promises of God---or his lack of faith that God will do what he has promised. Note these 

important promises concerning God’s care as found in Psalms 34:15, 18, and 19: 

“The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his ears are attentive to their cry.” 

“The Lord is close to the broken-hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.” 

“A righteous man may have many troubles, but the Lord delivers him from them all.” 

 


