
MAGNIFICENT PASSAGES…..6 

Some people think of the Old Testament as a book of ancient history, with little relevance for the 

modern Christian era. Nothing could be further from the truth! The Old Testament is rich in 

teachings which are of great value in understanding God---his nature, his values, and how he 

interacts with his people.  

The following passage provides one example of such a lesson. After years of idolatry on the part 

of the Israelites (despite years of repeated warnings by the prophets) God finally, as promised, 

sent invading Babylonian armies against Jerusalem. The city, including the temple, was 

destroyed and thousands of captives were forced to go into exile in faraway Babylon. 

One can imagine how devastated the Jewish people felt. One can understand how they might 

have felt abandoned by the Lord and simply surrendered to whatever might happen to them. 

Would all of them forget about the Lord? 

Not at all! The Babylonian king decided to select some of the brightest and most physically fit 

young men from the royal family of Israel to receive an intensive training course in the language 

and culture of the Babylonians. They were to be given special food to eat---even though some of 

the food items were forbidden for Jews to eat. 

This would be a test for the consciences of these young men. Four of them were named Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (all of whom were given Babylonian names). Daniel took the 

lead in the matter, as related in Daniel 1:8-20. It is thrilling to note how God responded in 

blessing those who courageously honored the Lord more than the king’s orders: 

“But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine, and he asked the 

chief official for permission not to defile himself this way. Now God had caused the official 

to show favor and sympathy to Daniel. But the official told Daniel, „I am afraid of my lord 

the king, who has assigned your food and drink. Why should he see you looking worse than 

the other young men your age? The king would then have my head because of you‟. 

“Daniel then said to the guard whom the chief official had appointed over Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, „Please test your servants for ten days: give us nothing 

but vegetables to eat and and water to drink. Then compare our appearance with that of 

the young men who eat the royal food, and treat your servants in accordance with what you 

see. So he agreed to this and tested them for ten days. 

“At the end of the ten days they looked healthier and better nourished than any of the 

young men who ate the royal food. So the guard took away their choice food and 

wine…..and gave them only vegetables.” 

Later, “At the end of the time set by the king to bring them in, the chief official presented 

them to Nebuchadnezzar. The king talked with them and he found none equal to Daniel, 

Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, so they entered the king‟s service. In every matter of 

wisdom and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten times 

better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 



But there is more to the story of these courageous young men. Later Nebuchadnezzar built an 

image of gold ninety feet high and ordered that all people were to fall down and worship the 

image when certain musical instruments were sounded. But, of course, the young men could not 

worship an idol. No doubt jealous of the position of these Hebrew men, some astrologers made 

sure the king knew of their refusal to obey the king’s orders. The account is in Daniel 3:13-30: 

“Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego…..„Is 

it true…that you do not serve my gods or worship the image of gold I have set up?…..If you 

do not worship it you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god 

will be able to rescue you from my hand? 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego replied to the king, „O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not 

need to defend ourselves in this matter. If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God 

we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from your hand, O king. But even 

if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we will not serve your gods or worship 

the image of gold you have set up‟”. 

We are all familiar with the rest of the story. The men were thrown into a super-heated furnace, 

but escaped totally unharmed. In an amazing turnaround, the king forbade anyone to speak 

against the God of these men.  

In all of this we should remember that the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego is the same 

God whom we serve…and he has lost none of his power to deliver! 

* 

The Bible offers excellent prescriptions for a happy life. They are often very simple, as 

expressed by Peter as he quotes from Psalm 34. The reference is I Peter 3:10: 

“…Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil and his lips 

from deceitful speech.” 

* 

In the scriptures there is a consistent pattern of instructions for how to live a happy life. It will be 

noted that the “secret” is staying near the Lord, and, remaining conscious of his presence. Paul 

said it very well in Philippians 4:5-7: 

“…The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which 

transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” 

(It is awfully important to stay on speaking terms with the Lord!) 

 


