
MAGNIFICENT PASSAGES…..5 

Humor and the Bible 

The Bible is by no means known as a book of humor; nevertheless, it contains a number of 

passages which tend to bring a smile or a chuckle. 

One such passage is Numbers 22:28 in which Balaam’s donkey talked to him, saying, “What 

have I done to you to make you beat me these three times?” 

While there is humor in having a talking donkey, perhaps even more humorous is Balaam’s 

reply, (verse 29): “Balaam answered the donkey, „You have made a fool of me! If I had a 

sword in my hand I would kill you right now‟”. 

It was as if Balaam was fully accustomed to having conversations with donkeys! 

* 

Deep in misery from all the painful sores afflicting his body, Job was visited by three “friends” 

who supposedly came to comfort him. Instead they leveled a barrage of accusations at him---all 

false---insisting that his suffering was because of his own sins. Finally Job had enough. Although 

he surely spoke in bitterness, his words (Job 12:2) of sarcasm tend to make us smile: “Doubtless 

you are the people, and wisdom will die with you!” 

* 

One would never think of Jesus saying anything funny, but a remark of his recorded in Luke 

14:32 may bring a smile. When told that King Herod wanted to kill him, Jesus gave this retort: 

“Go tell that fox, I will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the 

third day I will reach my goal”. (It would be interesting to know if Herod was told that Jesus 

called him a fox. If so, he must have fumed!) 

* 

Many things in the Bible are so strange as to defy explanation. One such thing is the fact that the 

Israelites, despite innumerable demonstrations of God’s blessings and protective care, had a 

maddening tendency to turn from him to serve the lifeless idols of the pagan nations around 

them. God punished them time and time again for their idolatry, but after brief periods of reform, 

they plunged right back into it. 

One of the worst such periods occurred under the reign of the wicked King Ahab and his even 

more wicked Queen, Jezebel. She had killed off nearly all the prophets of God and installed 450 

prophets of her god, Baal. 



The following extended passage from I Kings 18:22-40, while grim and deadly serious, contains 

some very humorous lines as Elijah taunted the prophets of Baal as they, in total futility, begged 

their lifeless god to act: 

“Then Elijah said to them, „I am the only one of the Lord‟s prophets left, but Baal has four 

hundred and fifty prophets. Get two bulls for us. Let them choose one for themselves, and 

let them cut it into pieces and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. I will prepare the 

other bull and put it on the wood but not set fire to it. Then you call on the name of your 

god, and I will call on the name of the Lord. The god who answers by fire---he is God‟”. 

(The people all said that this was good.) 

“Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, „Choose one of the bulls and prepare it first, since 

there are so many of you. Call on the name of your god, but do not light the fire.‟ So they 

took the bull given them and prepared it. 

“Then they called on the name of Baal from morning till noon. „O Baal, answer us!‟ they 

shouted. But there was no response; no one answered. And they danced around the altar 

they had made. 

“At noon Elijah began to taunt them. „Shout louder!‟ he said. „Surely he is a god! Perhaps 

he is deep in thought, or busy, or traveling. Maybe he is asleep and must be awakened‟. So 

they shouted louder and slashed themselves with swords and spears, as was their custom, 

until their blood flowed. Midday passed, and they continued their frantic prophesying until 

the time for the evening sacrifice. But there was no response, no one answered, no one paid 

attention. 

“Then Elijah said to all the people, „Come here to me‟. They came to him and he prepared 

the altar of the Lord, which was in ruins. Elijah took twelve stones, one for each of the 

tribes descended from Jacob….. With the stones he built an altar in the name of the Lord 

and dug a trench around it large enough to hold two seahs of seed. He arranged the wood, 

cut the bull into pieces, and laid it on the wood. Then he said to them, „Fill four large jars 

with water and pour it on the offering and on the wood‟. 

“ „Do it again‟, he said, and they did it. „Do it a third time‟, he ordered, and they did it the 

third time. The water ran down the altar and even filled the trench. 

“At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed, „O Lord….let it 

be known today that you are God in Israel and that I am your servant and have done all 

these things at your command. Answer me, O Lord, answer me so these people will know 

that you, O Lord, are God, and that you are turning their hearts back again.” 

“Then the fire of the Lord fell and burned up the sacrifice, the wood, the stones, and the 

soil, and also licked up the water in the trench. 

“When all the people saw this, they fell prostrate and cried, „The Lord---he is God! The 

Lord---he is God!‟” 



(In the rest of the story, Elijah ordered the slaying of all the false prophets. It would be nice to 

think that this episode would cure the Israelites of idolatry for good---but it did not.) 

 


