
MAGNIFICENT PASSAGES…….1 

INTRODUCTION 

Students of the Bible commonly have favorite passages of scripture. They may be favorites for a 

wide variety of reasons. Some are loved for their poetic beauty. Many provide hope and 

encouragement. In many cases inspiration is provided by the faith, courage, and heroism of 

people who remained faithful to God despite severe opposition. 

Other passages are dramatic expressions of God’s attributes, especially as they reflect His 

goodness and mercy to man. Some passages are filled with high drama in crucial situations. 

Surely God expected later generations to be inspired and encouraged by models of faithfulness in 

bygone eras. Often the words of these spiritual heroes thrill our hearts and remain passages to 

which we return many times. 

Sometimes we admire passages because they are so aptly spoken---saying exactly what needed 

to be said at exactly the right time. We may be struck by the remarkable insight of some biblical 

character. There are even a few occasions when we enjoy and appreciate the humor found in a 

certain passage. And of course there are other reasons for enjoying various scriptures. 

These passages are the first installment of a work-in-progress. It is hoped that they will provide a 

source of inspiration, encouragement, and enjoyment for the reader and with others with whom 

he may choose to share them. 

* 

If there is one most favorite scripture in the Bible, it is surely John 3:16. It marvelously 

encapsulates the very essence of Christianity: 

“ For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.” 

A related verse is I John 3:1. It is expressed from the perspective of those who have become 

children of God: 

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of 

God! And that is what we are!” 

Some of the most encouraging passages in the New Testament are these verses from Romans 8: 

Verse 28: “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 

who have been called according to his purpose.” 

Verses 31-33: “What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be 

against us? He who did not spare his own son, but gave him up for us all---how will he not 

also, along with him, graciously give us all things? Who will bring any charge against those 

whom God has chosen?” 



Verse 35-36: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 

persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written, „For your sake we 

face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered‟.” 

Verse 37-39: “No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 

us. For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

* 

It is always encouraging to read of one whose faith emboldens him to stand up for God against 

the majority of people around him. The history of the Israelites is filled with dismal periods 

when the people, despite repeated displays of God’s power and multitudes of blessings, reject the 

Lord and worship the worthless idols of the pagan nations around them. 

In his farewell message to the people whom he had led for years, Joshua urged the people to 

throw away the pagan gods and serve the God of heaven. We find these powerful words from 

him in Joshua 24:15: 

“But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day 

whom you will serve, whether the gods your forefathers served beyond the River, or the 

gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my household, we will 

serve the Lord.” 

* 

The message of the Bible---from first to last---is that God takes care of those who are faithful to 

him. In his Sermon on the Mount Jesus spoke powerfully of this principle. In the process he gave 

some very good advice about worry. These words are from Matthew 6:25-33: 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about 

your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the body more 

important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away 

in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than 

they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 

“And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the fields grow. They do not 

labor or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one 

of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow 

is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? So do not 

worry, saying, „What shall we eat?‟ or „What shall we drink?‟ or „What shall we wear?‟ 

For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need 

them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness and all these things will be given to 

you as well.” 

(To be continued) 


