
MAGNIFICENT PASSAGES……3 

(See Introduction to first installment) 

It can be helpful in understanding a scripture if the reader has some knowledge of the 

circumstances surrounding the writer’s words. In some cases it is not clear just what those 

circumstances were. 

This is true of one of the all-time favorite Bible passages, the Twenty-third Psalm. It was 

probably written by David. It is a great testimony to the loving protection of the Lord. One has to 

wonder if it was prompted by one particular episode in David’s life. 

Was it when he was delivered from the bear and the lion? Or from Saul’s attempts to kill him? 

Or from enemies in many battles? Or from the attempts by his son, Absalom, to kill him? Or 

perhaps from some combination of these? 

It is helpful in reading the Psalm to remember God’s repeated deliverance of David. 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie down in green pastures, 

he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores my soul. He guides me in paths of 

righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of 

death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies, you anoint my head with oil; 

my cup overflows. Surely goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will 

dwell in the house of the Lord forever.” 

* 

The Bible has a great deal to say about angels. There are many references to work assigned to 

them or to messages which they delivered. A question might arise as to the role of angels in our 

time. Does the Bible say anything about this? 

As a matter of fact it does. The following passage is fascinating. As we pray to God, making 

requests of him, we may wonder how he goes about providing things for which we prayed. These 

words from Hebrews 1:14 provide intriguing clues: 

“Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will inherit salvation?” 

* 

God has always tested his people. The various tests of Abraham are among many examples. The 

question always is how the person tested chooses to respond. Some simply give up when 

difficulties are confronted. They may feel that serving God is just not worth the inconvenience. 

The following words from James 1:12 are meant to encourage perseverance: 



“Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will 

receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.” 

* 

What would it be like to “walk with God”? What would that entail? Would there be a constant 

sense of God’s presence? Would there be a great deal of communication? Would there be a sense 

of friendship? Would there be a sense of exhilaration at being in the presence of the God of the 

universe? 

Surely we can all be a bit envious of one man who had this experience. We have to marvel at 

how God responded to this friendship, as recorded in Genesis 5:24: 

“Enoch walked with God; then he was no more, because God took him away.” 

(Question: can people “walk with God” today? Answer: Absolutely!) 

* 

Many skeptics have scoffed at the idea that God will some day bring an end to this earth as Jesus 

returns to judge the world. They cite the fact of how long ago the promise was made. The 

following passage addresses this argument….and offers encouragement to all of us who look 

forward to the Lord’s return. These words are found in II Peter 3:8-9: 

“……With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 

The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient 

with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance.” 

* 

Following the words above, the writer provided some explicit details of what we can look 

forward to (II Peter 3:10): 

“But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the 

elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare”. 

* 

Sadly, some people serve God of a sense of obligation or fear. Some endure religion rather than 

enjoy it. But that is not what the Lord wants. Consider this: 

“Delight yourself in the Lord and he will give you the desires of your heart.” (Psalms 37:4) 

 


