
MAGNIFICENT PASSAGES…….2 

(The reader is encouraged to read the Introduction provided in Magnificent Passages…1) 

One of the most inspiring stories of love in the Old Testament is found in the book of Ruth. It 

involves a woman named Naomi and her daughter-in-law, Ruth. Years earlier Naomi and her 

family had moved from their home in Judah to the land of Moab. Her two sons had married 

Moabite women, Ruth and Orpah. When both her husband and two sons died, Naomi was 

devastated and determined to return to her home country. The daughters-in-law asked to go with 

her, but Naomi urged them to stay in their own country where they were familiar with the 

language, culture, etc. 

Orpah agreed to stay in her country as Naomi had suggested. But Ruth could not be convinced to 

stay. Her response, found in Ruth 1:16-17, has thrilled readers through the centuries. This 

quotation from the King James version is especially poetic: 

“Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following after thee; for whither thou goest, 

I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge; thy people shall be my people, and thy God, 

my God; where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried; the Lord do so to me, and 

more also, if aught but death part thee and me.” 

* 

Many scriptures attest to the love of God for people. Unfortunately, many people have gotten the 

impression that God is like some kind of cosmic policeman, just waiting to catch someone doing 

wrong in order to punish him. Some will remember a song about the “All-seeing Eye”, 

constantly on the watch for wrongdoing. 

In reality, the Lord is full of compassion, always ready to forgive those who will come to him. 

One particular statement by Jesus provides real insight into what was really in his heart. Note 

these words from Matthew 23:37: 

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how often 

I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her 

wings, but you were not willing.” 

* 

An often-misunderstood principle is the Lord’s offer to be intimately involved in the lives of his 

people. To many, God is very remote and only marginally involved in the lives of mortal man. 

As Jesus gave parting instructions to his followers (Matthew 28:20) he included these words: 

“And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age”. 

In addition to this, Jesus offered more assurance in Revelation 3:20 (this passage is often 

misinterpreted as a call to the unsaved, but in fact, it was addressed to Christians---church 

members). We are honored when a person of importance comes into our homes. What more 



exciting honor could come to us than to have Jesus himself come to our home and have “lunch” 

with us?! 

“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I 

will come in and eat with him, and he with me.” 

* 

The history of Israel is one long series of repeated rejections of God….despite his rich blessings 

upon the nation. Time and time again God sent severe punishments, causing great suffering. But 

God always held out the promise of restored blessings if the people came back to him. It is 

important to understand that the promise cited below was not just for Israel, but continues to this 

day---not just for a nation, but applies in the lives of individuals. These words are found in II 

Chronicles 7:14: 

“…..If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 

my face and turn from their wicked way, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive 

their sin and will heal their land”. 

* 

The following passage, also from II Chronicles, is another illustration of the effects of God’s 

love and his desire to do special things for those who are committed to him. The following words 

are from II Chronicles 16:9: 

“For the eyes of the Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are 

fully committed to him”. 

* 

Having faith in God means having faith in his promises. The Lord made it clear that those who 

chose to be his followers would have to endure trials and suffering. His message, however, was 

that the difficulties encountered in this life would amount to nothing compared with the rewards 

promised to those who remain faithful. The following promise is of utmost importance to those 

who have chosen to give their lives to the Lord. The reference is John 14:2-3: 

“In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 

there to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back 

and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am”. 

*(To be continued) 

  

 


