
JUST A CLOSER WALK 

Forty-Day Daily Devotional Guide 

Introduction 

The Bible makes it clear that God wants a close daily walk with his children. While we all 

understand this, we have a great tendency to get caught up in our busy lives and to forget to 

allocate DAILY time for communing with God. 

This series of devotionals is designed to help focus on things of God. Each day time is devoted to 

reading scripture, meditation, and prayer. Yet, these are designed to be NOT so time-consuming 

as to be burdensome. DAILY is the key! 

Recommendations: 

1. Decide on a specific time each day for a “quiet time”. 

2. Carefully follow the devotional plan step-by-step. 

3. Always note the date for each devotional (in order to be reminded not to skip days). 

4. During each day, periodically reflect upon the things in that day’s study. 

5. If you find that these devotionals are helping you, encourage a friend to participate  

also. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DAY 1.….. 

1. Begin with a brief prayer, asking God to help you benefit from this devotional time.  

Ask him to help you to become a more spiritually-minded person. If there is a  

specific sin which keeps dragging you down, ask God to forgive you and give you  

strength to overcome it. 

2. Read Romans 8:28. Then read verses 31-39. These are some of the most powerful 

verses in the Bible. They show the incredible extent of God’s love for us. Stop for 

a minute and glance back over these verses. Let the full impact of them sink in. 

3. Read John 3:16. Note how this verse ties in with the passage in Romans. 

4. Take some time today and meditate on God’s love---and how you should respond to it. 

Talk to God during the day in brief “sentence-prayers”, telling him what you are  

thinking (He already knows, but he would love to hear from you personally). 

Date_______________ 

DAY 2.… 

1. Today--and every day---begin the devotional time with a brief prayer, asking God to 

bless you through this devotional, always asking God to help you make steady  

spiritual growth. 

(Day 2, continued) 

2. Read Genesis 5:24. This is a remarkable passage about a remarkable man. Imagine a man 

having such a close walk with God that God just decided to take him to heaven without going 

through death!….Stop and ask God to help YOU have a closer walk with him. (The prayer does 

not have to be long---just a sentence or two.) 

3. Read James 2:23. Why do you suppose Abraham was called “God’s friend”? God and man are 

so different that it might seem very strange to call a human being “God’s friend”---but that was 

true in the case of Abraham. Is that possible today? Could one of us be God’s friend? 



4. Spend some time today meditating on what it would mean to be a friend of God---how you 

would feel---what you would do differently. 

5. Spend time periodically during the day in “sentence prayers”. Tell God what you are thinking 

about----just as you would with a friend! Tell him what weaknesses you want help with. 

Date________________ 

DAY 3.… 

1. Prayer---ask God’s help in this devotional. 

2. Read Hebrews 11:6. What are 2 things which one must believe in order to have the kind of 

faith requires? __________________________________________________ 

3. Skim through chapter 11. List 7 persons whose faith is commended 

here._________________________________________________________________ 

4. Read James 1:5-8. Then consider this question: do you have a problem with a weak faith? If 

so, would you like to do something about it? 

5. Read Mark 9:14-24. Note Jesus’ statement in verse 23 about the power of belief (faith). But 

then note the father’s response in which he said, “Help me overcome my unbelief”. The man 

asked Jesus for help in overcoming a lack of faith. God gives generously. One who desires to 

have more faith should ask God for help. 

6. Stop…..and ask God for a greater faith (don’t worry---you won’t have too much). 

7. Keep the daily periodic prayers going. Stay in contact with God. (He appreciates it) 

Date________________ 

DAY 4.…… 

1. Begin with prayer. 

2. Read Romans 10:17. The last devotional stressed the importance of faith in being pleasing to 

God. But how does one acquire faith? It is good to pray for faith. But this passage shows that 

faith develops through the word of God. 

Think about a person in whom you have a great deal of faith. How did this faith develop? Did it 

exist the first time you met the person, or did it build over time as you came to know the person 

better and better? It is the same with God. The more one looks  

Day 4, continued… 



at the scriptures (reads the Bible) the more he learns about God and how wonderful he is to his 

children, the more one develops faith in him. 

3. Read James 2:14-19, plus verse 26. It is clear that faith alone---important as it is---does not 

please God unless that faith is translated into action. 

4. Consider this question: do the things that you do demonstrate clearly your faith? 

5. Be sure to stay in contact with God through sentence prayers. 

DATE_______________ 

DAY 5.….. 

1. Say a short prayer asking God to bless your devotional time. 

2. Read Psalms, chapter 1. This chapter should be read slowly…and then reviewed. In every 

generation there are “wicked”, “sinners”, and “mockers” (those who may laugh at you for your 

belief in God). In fact our lives are surrounded by these types of people. 

Please note the source of strength for the one who does not “walk in the counsel of the wicked” 

or “stand in the way of sinners”, or “sit in the seat of mockers”. His strength comes from the 

word of God---not only his commands, but also his promises. 

One important purpose of the Old Testament is to provide us with many centuries of illustrations 

of how God always blesses his people. 

3. Read Psalms 119:105. Write 2-3 sentences explaining how this verse applies to our 

lives._________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

4. How are you doing with your daily sentence prayers? Hopefully you are learning how these 

help you maintain contact with the Lord. 

DATE________________ 

DAY 6.…. 

1. Opening prayer 

2. Question: do you ever get discouraged in your often unsuccessful battle against sin in your 

life? Does it ever get to the point where you are tempted to give up---deciding that you just don’t 

have what it takes to live the Christian life? Keep reading! 



3. Read Romans 7:14-26. Do you see yourself in this passage? The writer is none other than the 

great Apostle Paul! Surely a man this holy and righteous would have won the battle against 

sinful temptations in his life---right? 

WRONG! Every child of God has to battle sin---and will continue to do so for his entire life. But 

look at verses 24-25. Deliverance from the guilt of our sins is always available through Jesus. 

That is why he endured the crucifixion. 

4. Read I John 1:8-2:2. Here is the answer! The way to deal with sins is to confess it, repent of it, 

and ask God to forgive us---which he will do as a result of Jesus’ sacrifice. (Remember that to 

repent is to make a sincere effort to change.) 

Day 6, continued… 

4. Spend time in prayer, confessing sin and asking for God’s forgiveness. 

DATE_______________ 

DAY 7... 

1. Open with prayer. 

2. Read Luke 17:11-19. Clearly this passage teaches an important lesson concerning gratitude---

being thankful. The lepers were in a terrible condition, badly in need of healing. But when the 

healing came, only one felt enough gratitude to go back and thank Jesus. 

3. Surely none who reads this has had leprosy, but each of us can look back on times of deep 

trouble in our life when we called on God for help. Have we adequately expressed thanks to 

God?  

4. Meditation: Stop and think about crises that have occurred in your life from which God 

provided deliverance. Offer a prayer of thanksgiving. 

5. Read the following verses: Psalms 95:2.……Psalms 100:4.…..Philippians 4:6.……...  

I Timothy 4:3.…..It is clear that thanksgiving to God is not reserved for major or special events, 

but is to be part of our daily walk with God. Be sure to thank him generously! 

DATE_____________ 

DAY 8.... 

1. Begin with prayer, thanking God for another day of life. 

2. Read John 14:1-4. The Bible teaches us that life on earth is a much happier life if we are 

walking with the Lord. But the big prize is the wonderful things God has in store for his people 



after this life is over. That is the promise to which Jesus referred in this passage. This should 

thrill our hearts as we deal with the obstacles in our way on this earth. 

3. Read II Corinthians 12:2-10. This tells of an amazing experience in which God gave Paul a 

glimpse of what heaven is like. Surely the Lord did this to encourage Paul and to give him 

strength to endure the incredible hardships he would face. It should encourage us to know that 

God has wonderful things in store for those who are faithful to him. 

4. During the day offer a few sentence prayers asking God to help you to be strengthened by 

looking forward to heaven. 

DATE_______________ 

DAY 9.…. 

1. Say a prayer of thanks to God for something which has blessed your life. 

2. Read Joshua 23:14-16. Picture an old man who has spent a lifetime in service to the 

(Day 9, continued) 

Lord. Note how he has experienced the faithfulness of the Lord in fulfilling his promises. His 

testimony should encourage us! 

2. Read Joshua 24:14-16. Notice in this passage that Joshua called on the people to make a 

choice. They were not to remain “on the fence”, trying to decide which way to go. 

3. Consider this: we too must make a choice. Read Matthew 6:24. Too often people call 

themselves Christians, but it is only---“sort of”. They do not let the requirements of Christianity 

get in the way of the things they really want to do. This is NOT Christianity!’ 

4. Give some thought to your own life. Are you “sold out” to God, or do you put your own 

desires first? Ask God to help you to be the kind of person he wants you to be. 

REMEMBER: THIS SERIES WORKS ONLY IF YOU FOLLOW IT EVERY DAY. IF YOU 

HAVE SKIPPED DAYS, PLEASE GO BACK AND CATCH UP. DON’T GIVE SATAN A 

FOOTHOLD! 

DATE______________ 

DAY 10.…. 

1. Ask God to help you to be consistent in your daily devotionals. 

2. Read Matthew 23:37. Have you ever seen a mother hen gather her chicks under her wings? It 

is a touching scene as one observes the great care and protection of the hen (and, by the way, if a 



person tries to approach this mother hen he will find out just how ferociously she protects her 

little ones). Jesus uses this analogy to show how much he loves us. How can we not respond to 

that kind of love? 

3. Read I John 3:1. Many of us have made the mistake of perceiving God as an all-powerful 

being always ready to punish us for our misdeeds. This means that our dominant attitude toward 

God is fear. But John (who probably knew Jesus better than anyone else) repeatedly writes about 

the great love God has for us…..and how our understanding of this love should drive out fear. 

4. For meditation: If you are a parent, did you ever punish a child for disobedience? Does that 

mean that you are always angry at your child, looking for a chance to punish him? Do you want 

your child to perceive of you as a great punisher---or is love for that child your overwhelming 

feeling? 

5. Say a prayer, asking God to help you have a greater appreciation of his love. 

DATE___________________ 

 


