
JUST A CLOSER WALK 

Daily Devotional Guide (31-40) 

Day 31.… 

1. Ask God to help you to have a heart to spread his message. 

2. Read Jeremiah 29:11. Sometimes we have mistaken concepts of who God is and how he feels 

about us. Sadly, some see God as a fierce, often angry ruler always looking for us to do wrong so 

he can punish us. But that is not who God is at all. These devotionals are designed to help us to 

be closer to God---but who wants to be close to a God who is always ready to zap us! 

3. Read Jeremiah 29:12-13. These next 2 verses give insight unto what God wants. He wants us 

to talk (pray) to him and seek him with all our hearts. And that is the key: wholeheartedly rather 

than halfheartedly. 

4. Take a look at your heart. Are you finding it difficult to give your whole heart to God? If so, 

pray about it, asking God for help. 

DAY 32.…. 

1. Live one day at a time. Ask God to give you a good day today. 

2. Read II Peter 3:3-14. All of us who believe God understand that the Lord will return one day. 

It may---or may not---be during our lifetimes. These verses urge us to be sobered by the 

awesomeness of the events of that great day. Imagine having Jesus return and find us too 

involved with the things of this world to be devoted to him. 

3. Read Mark 13:32-37. Jesus himself does not know when he will return; only God the Father 

knows. This passage is another warning to keep ourselves ready for the Lord’s return. 

4. Ask God to help you stay ready for Jesus’ return. 

DAY 33.… 

1. Are you allowing something to hinder you from having daily devotional time? Ask God to 

help you maintain a steady and consistent course of devotion to him. 

2. Read II Thessalonians 1:5-12. The message here from Paul is similar to that of Peter and 

Jeremiah in the last devotional. Paul wrote at a time when Christians suffered much more 

persecution than what we face. It was more difficult for them---which gives us less excuse for 

spiritual laziness. 

3. Spend a few minutes in meditation. Think about the Lord’s return and how good you will feel 

if it comes during your lifetime---and you are ready! Ask God to help you stay ready. 



DAY 34.… 

1. People are forgetful and often need reminding. Is there someone whom you should remind to 

walk with the Lord? Ask God to help you find someone who needs reminding. 

2. Read I Thessalonians 4:`13-18. This passage gives us a better idea of what will happen when 

the Lord returns to take his people to heaven. Note that the faithful who are dead will be raised 

and will be taken up by the Lord along with the living faithful. 

3. Read I Thessalonians 5:1-11. These follow-up verses encourage us to avoid being like those of 

the world who live in spiritual irresponsibility. 

4. Say a short prayer asking God to help you stay spiritually alert. 

DAY 35.…. 

1. Each day of life is a gift from God and another set of opportunities to serve him. Ask God to 

help you have a productive day. 

2. Read Luke 10:38-42. These verses provide a lesson about priorities. Some might read this and 

assume that Jesus is saying that hospitality or housework is unimportant. This was not what he 

was saying at all. Too often we may tend to neglect things of God (such as daily devotionals!) in 

favor of other much more trivial matters. 

3. Read Matthew 6:25-34. This is one of the most important teachings of Jesus. Verse 23 is the 

key. If we seek the things of God’s kingdom first in our lives, God will see to it that the other 

things in our lives will work out. 

4. Say a prayer asking God to keep you conscious of the need to put him in the forefront of your 

thinking. 

DAY 36.… 

1. One of the biggest problems we have as Christians in our age is to become complacent and 

lazy. (Read Amos 6:1). We see this over and over in the Old Testament, and it always resulted in 

the people drifting away from God. Stop and ask God to help you maintain your spiritual 

enthusiasm. 

2. Read Revelation 2:1-5. These verses show that the same problem existed in the early church. 

We all must take seriously the importance of maintaining our enthusiasm for the Lord. 

3. Read Galatians 6:9. The whole idea is: Don’t give up!. Remember that the Christian life is a 

marathon---not a sprint. 

4. Read Romans 12:11. Ask God to help you maintain your spiritual fervor. 



DAY 37.… 

1. What is the most important thing you would like to ask of God? Stop now and ask him! 

2. Read Luke 14:16-20. Now read Matthew 8:19-22. Do not miss the message in these verses. 

Jesus called people to follow him---or, symbolically, to enjoy the feast of good things he has 

prepared for his people. Notice that the excuses given were not to do spiritual things, but to tend 

to everyday matters. Today, even among Christians, people talk of how they are too busy to have 

daily devotionals. 

But what if these people were bedfast with a serious illness---how many of those daily tasks 

would not get done? The truth is that we can find time for things that are really important to us. 

(We know this---and so does God!) 

3. The lesson is all about priorities. The Lord’s message to us is to stop making excuses---and 

see to it that we take the time to serve him. 

4. Ask God to forgive you if you have been guilty of squeezing him out of your life. 

DAY 38.…. 

1. Are you aware that some people do not really enjoy being Christians? For some it is a 

burdensome obligation---to be endured rather than enjoyed. Think for a moment about your own 

life. Which are you more of---an “enjoyer” or an “endurer”? Today’s verses may be helpful (ask 

God to help you be strengthened today). 

2. Read Philippians 4:4-9. Paul’s life was one of a long series of hardships and suffering. But, 

amazingly, he was constantly expressing joy. How could this be? It was because he felt strongly 

the presence of the Lord with him. It was wonderful---encouraging and comforting. 

In these verses he is telling us that the same presence is possible for us, providing a peace that 

“transcends all understanding”. 

3. This series of devotionals has as its chief purpose the development of a closer walk with God. 

Why? Because this is the way to flood one’s life with the peace, comfort, and joy that the Lord 

so wants to give us. Keep praying that you will keep pursuing the Lord’s presence. 

DAY 39.… 

1. The more one reads the Bible the more he is reassured that God pours out blessings on those 

who are faithful to him. Say a short prayer asking God to bless your study of his word so that 

you can walk closer to him. 

2. The city of Dothan was surrounded by the forces of the angry king of Aram as he was 

determined to capture the prophet Elisha, who had been giving secret information to the king of 



Israel. When Elisha’s servant got up and saw all the armies of Aram ready to attack the city he 

was terrified. 

But see what happened. Read II Kings 6:15-23. What the servant saw was the invisible forces of 

the Lord ready to defend Elisha and the Israelites. 

We need to understand that God is still alive---still powerful---and still ready to protect those 

who are faithful to him. 

3. Read Hebrews 1:14. This passage assures us that that in the Christian age God continues to 

send out his angels to minister to the needs of those who are his saved people. (Wouldn’t it be 

fascinating to know specific things which angels have done for us as a result of our requests to 

God! Maybe in heaven we will be able to meet an angel who can tell us of such instances.) Say a 

short prayer thanking God for sending his angels to help you.) 

DAY 40.…. 

1. Go through the sheets of the first 39 days of this series. Make a list of all the scriptural 

references. Highlight those which have been especially helpful to you. Keep this list tucked in 

your Bible for quick reference during quiet times or whenever you have a desire to be inspired. 

2. Be sure to thank God for all he has done for you. Keep up daily sentence prayers. Keep asking 

God to help you to remain faithful---never giving in to lukewarmness. 

(PERSONAL: I hope and pray that this 40-day series has been helpful. I appreciate very much 

those who have had enough desire to be closer to God that they have completed the daily 

devotionals. Remember---these can be repeated! I do intend to write more of this type of 

devotionals in case anyone is interested. MARION OWENS) 

 


