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Mystery & Grace 
 

I. Introduction: Chapter three is a testimony by Paul describing his revelation of the mystery of 

Christ. The mystery is the salvation of the Gentiles by the gospel of Jesus and inclusion into the 

body of Christ,   

 

II. Ephesians 3:1-6  Paul’s Grace to Minister 

A. (Vs. 1) “For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles.” Paul a prisoner (missionary) of Christ Jesus for the sake of the Gentiles, Paul 

was the Apostle to the Gentiles.  

B. (Vs. 2) “Surely you have heard about the administration of God's grace that was given to 

me for you.” Paul received an “administration” of grace or ministry. His grace was a gift 

or calling from God. God destines us all for some “good work” or ministry role.   

C. (Vs. 3) “That is, the mystery made known to me by revelation, as I have already written 

briefly.” Paul’s mission was divine by revealing the “mystery” of salvation by Christ for 

the Gentiles. Written briefly may be a reference to verse 1:9.  

D. (Vs. 4) “In reading this, then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery 

of Christ,” Paul declares his particular insight and understanding of the mystery of 

Christ. 

 1. Mystery is a word from the Greek passion plays referring to the mystical or 

spiritual. Do we embrace the mystical? Are we comfortable with mystery in our religion?  

E. (Vs. 5) “Which was not made known to people in other generations as it has now been 

revealed by the Spirit to God's holy apostles and prophets.” The mystery that was hidden 

to other generations has been revealed by the Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets-

New Testament proclaimers of the truth.  

F. (Vs. 6) “This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with 

Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ 

Jesus.” What is the mystery? The gospel of Jesus Christ saves Gentiles and Jews and 

become members of the one body (church), fellow heirs of God’s promises to Abraham.  

 1. The gospel creates “koinonia” a united fellowship. 

   

III. Ephesians 3:7-13  Mystery 

A. (Vs. 7) “I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God's grace given me through the 

working of his power.” Paul became a servant of the gospel (Preacher, Minister of Good 

News) by a gift of grace from God. Ministry is a calling or gift to be received and used. 

Preachers are heralds of God News. Our messages are to be redemptive, salvific, and 

faith-building.   

B.  (Vs. 8) “Although I am less than the least of all the Lord's people, this grace was given 

me: to preach to the Gentiles the boundless riches of Christ,” Paul testifies to his call as a 

proclaimer of the riches in Christ even though he was the “least of God’s people.” Paul 

knew he was undeserving of the gift to reveal the mystery of God. It is a privilege to 

preach and with all privileges comes responsibility.  

C. (Vs. 9) “And to make plain to everyone the administration of this mystery, which for ages 

past was kept hidden in God, who created all things.” Paul’s gift/ministry was to make 

plain the “administration” or consequences of the mystery. The mystery had been hidden 

for ages but was divinely revealed by Paul.  

D. (Vs. 10) “His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 

should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms,” The goal of 

the Revelation of the Mystery- Through the church the manifold wisdom of God should 

be known to rulers and authorities in the heavenly realm. Who are these heavenly powers 
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and rulers? What are these spiritual powers that the church displays God’s power 

towards?  

E. (Vs. 11) “According to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our 

Lord.” Revelation of mystery was part of God’s eternal plan fulfilled in Christ Jesus the 

Lord. There is a lot about the spiritual world that we do not know. God has not recorded 

much information about the heavenly realms. We must accept that mystery. 

F. (Vs. 12) “In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 

confidence.” By faith in Jesus our Lord we approach God with FREEDOM and 

CONFIDENCE/FAITH.  

 1. The divine revelation of Christ’s mystery provides access to God in faith and 

freedom.  

 2. We are not limited in approaching God because of Christ and we are free to pray 

for anything.  

G. (Vs. 13) “I ask you, therefore, not to be discouraged because of my sufferings for you, 

which are your glory.” Therefore do not worry about Paul in prison and his suffering  

since God is revealing to him his mysteries. Paul sees God’s glory in prison. Glory, 

Glory, Hallelujah!  

 

IV.  Ephesians 3:14-21  Grace & Prayer 

A. (Vs. 14) “For this reason I kneel before the Father,” Revelation produced prayer, praise, 

and petition (worship) by Paul. “I kneel before the Father” with faith and confidence (vs. 

12) 

B. (Vs. 15) “From whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name.” The 

Father’s Family gain their name from God- One Body, One New Man, Body of Christ, 

Church, Holy Temple.   

C. (Vs. 16) “I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through 

his Spirit in your inner being,” Prayer for Power: Paul prays for spiritual power in the 

inner being of the Ephesians.   

D. (Vs. 17) “So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, 

being rooted and established in love,” Prayer for Personal Faith: Paul prays to have 

Christ dwell in their hearts. It is important to guard our hearts and not let anything 

captivate our heart above God. What tries to take our hearts?  

E. (Vs. 18) “May have power, together with all the Lord's holy people, to grasp how wide 

and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,” Prayer for Love Personified: Paul 

prays for the people to be rooted, established, planted in LOVE to realize the dimensions 

(wide, long, high, deep) is the love of Christ. Dimensions of Love- Social (Phileo), 

Sexual (Eros), Spiritual (Agape) 

F. (Vs. 19) “And to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the 

measure of all the fullness of God.” Prayer for Knowledge of God: Paul prayed they 

would be filled with love that surpasses knowledge. The filling of love leads to another 

filling. Filled with love we can gain the measure of the fullness of God. Prayer leads to 

Love leads to God!  

G. (Vs. 20) “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

according to his power that is at work within us,” Praise Statement- “Now to God” or 

praise God, exalt God, honor God, toast God, cheer God! Why? God is able to answer 

prayer more than we can ask or imagine. God is able to do more than we can pray or 

dream by the power he has already put inside us, the Holy Spirit. “God is Able!”  

H.  (Vs. 21) “To him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 

for ever and ever! Amen.” Praise Statement- “Again to God” be glory in the church and 

in Christ for all time, all generations, and all eternity. Amen! So shall it be!  
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The Plan for the Church 
 

I. Definitions: This chapter uses a lot of flowery language and memorable phrases that contrast with most 

of Paul’s others letters. It is possible to get lost in the language and miss the point of the passage 

A. Administration (v 2, 9) –also translated as “stewardship”, “dispensation”, “commission”, “plan”; 

Greek oikonomía referring to the management of household affairs; implies the function of a 

slave 

B. Mystery (v 3, 4, 9)–Greek mystḗrion meaning something hidden or a secret 

C. Revelation (v 3) –Greek apokálypsis meaning unveiling  

D. Together (v 6) –the Greek prefix sý, underlying theme of the letter 

i. Heirs  

ii. Members of the body  

iii. Partakers (sharers in NIV) 

E. Manifold (v 10) –also translated as “multifaceted” or “varied”; Greek polypoíkilos or being 

marked with many colors 

F. “riches of Christ” (v 8) –relates to the “riches of God’s grace” in Ephesians 1:7 and 2:7 

i. Both allude to salvation in Christ 

ii. Also a blessing that strengthens believers (v 16) 

G. “wisdom of God” (v 9) –to reconcile Jew and Gentile in Christ as a “new humanity” (Ephesians 

2:15) 

i. This is the “mystery” that Paul mentions frequently in this chapter 

 

II. Ecclesiology: Recall Paul is described as the architect of the church 

A. He seldom describes what the church is supposed to do, rather he describes how the church is 

supposed to be 

i. The church is a building (2:19-20, 4:16):  

a. The foundation is on the Word with Christ as the cornerstone 

b. Is built together “in him” 

1. “are being” built (passive- c.f. 1 Corinthians 3:10-17) 

ii. The church is a body (3:6, 4:16):  

a. the body is held together under Christ as the head  

b. Is joined together “from him” 

1. Builds itself up (active) 

iii. Taken together, both illustrations imply the Church is a partnership between God and 

Christians to be unified (body) and grow (building) “in Christ” 

iv. Present tense- so the church is still being built and joined together; it is still incomplete 

 

III. Missiology: Recall Paul doesn’t talk much about the “mission of the church” but he does set an example 

of mission by describing his life 

A. Paul was given a ‘mission’ by God’s grace, (c.f. Romans 12:3) a theme he will expand on in 

chapter 4  

i. He doesn’t deserve the responsibility (“I am less than the least” c.f. 1 Corinthians 15:9) 

ii. At the same time, the mission is uniquely his 

a. He describes himself as an “apostle” (sent one) in Ephesians 1:1 

B. He considered his mission to ‘manage’ the proclamation of the Gospel to the Gentiles 

i. In other words, he felt entrusted by God to make sure the Gentiles hear the Gospel 

C. So how do we apply this to ourselves? (Paul will describe this more in the next chapter) 

i. Make this known to “rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms” (v 10) 

a. Implies powers beyond the visible/obvious (Ephesians 6:12) 

b. It was already established in Ephesians 1:21 that Jesus is seated above all 

authority in the heavenly realms 

c. The ruler of the kingdom of the air (Ephesians 2:2) is assumed to be Satan, or at 

least his influence in the “spirit” of the “disobedient” 
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ii. Ministry of reconciliation (1 Corinthians 5:11-21) 

a. Paul uses the ‘royal we’ to describe this ministry –so we are all in this together 

b. Part of the ministry is to persuade others (v 11) 

c. The ministry is for “all” (v 14) 

d. Describes those “in Christ” as a “new creation” (17) 

e. We are reconciled to God through Christ (18-19) 

1. Recall reconciliation means to ‘destroy amenity’  

f. Describes us a Christ’s “ambassadors” (v 20) 

D. Paul is the one opening the door for the Gentiles and our responsibility is to invite others in and in 

doing so demonstrate an example of unity that defies the world’s expectation 

 

IV. Identity: The identity of the church relies on its relationship “in Christ” -Christology 

A. “In Christ” is used 14 times 

B. “In him” is used 10 times 

C. It is “in him” that the church is held together and built up 

i. Our identity is the ‘mortar’ of the building 

ii. Our identity is the “ligaments” of the body (4:16) 

D. Paul switches the metaphor in Ephesians 3:17 so that Christ dwells in us 

i. Not a prayer for salvation (ask Jesus into your heart) 

a. Comes as the result of the Holy Spirit at work in our lives 

ii. Result is to understand the love of Christ (v 18) and to be filled with the “fullness of 

God” (v 19) 

a. Hints to the purpose of the Church which will be defined next chapter 

E. Continuing the message of Ephesians 2 to describe the “mystery” in Ephesians 3, the identity of 

the church is a: 

i. New community, ekklēsía 

ii. Made up of Jews and Gentiles 

iii. Reconciled to God through the blood of Christ 

iv. Built up together in love 

v. United in mission and purpose 

vi. To attain the fullness of God 

F. Our identity transcends all other identities defined by the world (race, sexuality, gender, 

economics, politics) 

 


