
Announcements 
Upcoming Events: 

Church-Wide Online Trivia – Tomorrow, 
May 8th. Be sure to register by noon 
tomorrow if you want to play! 
 
Beyond Just Managing Anxiety,  
Round 2 – Monday, May 11th from 6:30-
7:45pm.  
 
A Hidden Life Viewing Party and Movie 
Discussion – Saturday, May 16th. See the 
Theatre Room section below for details. 

Prayer Meeting – Every Wednesday, 
beginning at noon, we will continue having 
an ERC prayer meeting via Zoom. 

Group Camping Adventure – The annual ERC camping trip date has been 
set for June 5-7th. Of course we are not 100% sure it will be able to happen, 
but please email Dan Cramer if you are interested in attending.  

In this issue: 

• Diaconate Dining Room 

• (Bible) Reading Room 

• Prayer Parlor 

• Ministry Minute 

• Mother’s Day Moment 

• Lyric Library 

• Doctor’s Den 

• Liturgical Living Room 

• Contact Cupboard 

 

EMMAUS ROAD NEWSLETTER 
May 7th, 2020 

 

Diaconate Dining Room - The Diaconate 

It has been amazing to see how God has blessed our church with such 
wonderful people who are willing to serve in a time of crisis, fear, and 
uncertainty.  At the start of this new season, while we anticipated that the 
needs in the church body would increase, we couldn’t have imagined how 
many people would come forward wanting to serve with their time, 
resources, and finances.  It is truly an encouragement to each member of 
the Diaconate that we have a church with people who truly trust in the Lord 
and put their faith into action.   
 
Over the past month, the Diaconate has been reaching out and contacting 
each family unit from the church mostly via phone and email.  Our goal is to 
make sure every family unit has been contacted to see how we can meet 
any of your needs – whether physical resources, financial resources, 
prayer, or just to be there to talk to you.  Hopefully you have all been 
contacted by now, but if you haven’t please reach out to our email address 
below, and we will have someone get in contact with you personally.    
 
Additionally, many of you have helped us come alongside a family from 
Jefferson Elementary, providing important resources when they need it the 
most.  Thank you for your willingness to serve the Jefferson Elementary 
community. 
 
Lastly, we have watched God really watch over our church family during this 
time.  There have been some needs, but most of all we have been hearing 
from people wanting to serve.  Here are some tangible things you can do to 
help us serve: 
 

Pray – Pray for the congregation, pray that people would use this time 
to seek Jesus, and ask God how He would want you to serve. 
 
Communicate – Communicate to the Diaconate of what needs you see 
in our church and beyond.  We cannot promise to meet every need, but 
we promise to prayerfully consider every need you present to us.  This 
is also a good reminder to communicate with one another!  We need to 
continue to talk with and encourage one another during this season.  
We have been blessed by our conversations with all of you! 
 
Give – So many have offered of their financial resources during this 
time.  Thank you!  Please continue with your regular tithes and offerings, 
but if you are led to give a little extra to the Mercy Ministry Fund, please 
send a check designated “Mercy Ministry Fund” or “Deacon Fund” to the 
church office.  

 
Thank you for serving alongside us! 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSddDZYXyhCu08zx0A_OTZDg4K_C0RBULiq3xTdv7XqQ1_wsdg/viewform
https://zoom.us/j/570313024
mailto:djcramer@netnet.net


Missionary Minute - Denise Runge 

Greetings from Nairobi, Kenya. It has been a challenging time for us here in Kenya-
not so much with the amount of Corona virus cases we have, only 465 as of today, 
(out of a population of 41 million people) but more for the difficulties in living in a law-
less society that has no respect for its government and even less for a disease they 
don’t understand or even believe exists. Social distancing is a Western concept!  
 
We have been spared a full lockdown, thankfully, as the government does not have 
the means to provide food or financial assistance for the poor. 90% of the working 
population here is in an informal job with cash payment of about $3 to $5 per day, no 
unemployment benefits, health insurance or paid time off. Some of our friends who 
have formal jobs have not received a pay check for several months even before 
COVID-19 due to an economic slump for most of 2019.  
 
What can you do to help?  
 
A Financial gift for a board member:  
One of my board members, Billy, has not been paid the last two months and his wife 
only received 30% of her salary. They have three children and their youngest is only 
five months old and needing a formula supplement. A one-time gift of $500 would 
help him and his family through this difficult time.  
 
Financial assistance for our food bank:  
My ministry partners were able to get some funds to purchase non-perishable food 
items for several struggling families in our neighborhood but do not have enough 
funds to buy any fruits or vegetables. We need $500 to purchase enough fruit and 
vegetables to feed 25 families over the next month.  
 
How to give?  
 
World Outreach Ministries website. You can use this for an online gift with a credit or 
debit card or an EFT. Please let me know under gift notes if your gift is for local staff 
donation or food bank. Checks can be sent to World Outreach, PO Box B, Marietta, 
GA 30061 and designate for Denise Runge #115.  
 
Please continue to pray for us as we share the love of Jesus with these acts of kind-
ness and mercy during these difficult days.  
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Ministry partners packing non-
perishable food bags, 
 
 

Fruit and veggie shopping with Nigel. 
 
 

Social distancing is a Western 
concept 

Billy, Lily and Natalie 

 

https://worldoutreach.org/cc/donations.html?fCode=00115
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Lyric Library - Benjamin Novak 

"We Will Feast in the House of Zion" by Sandra McCracken. A new addition to 
our church's musical canon, this song builds our anticipation for that day when 
we the Church are all gathered in the House of Zion to feast with our God and 
weep no more. 
 
"See You Again" by The Gray Havens. This upbeat song reminds us that we will 
see each other again, and if it is not in this life, then it will be in the life beyond. 
"So we wait for now till the day has arrived when we meet once more." 
 
"Farther Along" by Josh Garrels. This song may set a grim scene about our cur-
rent circumstances, but the chorus assures us in the words of the classic gospel 
song that "Farther along we'll know all about it; farther along we'll understand 
why." 
 
"You Made Us Your Own" by Sovereign Grace Music. Themes of feasting, gath-
ering, and becoming joint-heirs with Christ pervade this song, which starts with 
us ruined in our sin and ends with us being joined with Christ and the saints for-
ever. 
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Mother’s Day Moment - Cindy Kirkpatrick 

We were at our farm. Our grandson, five-year-old Titus, handed me some small, 
purple flowers. “Grandma, the only reason I’m giving these to you is that I al-
ready gave some to mommy. I love you grandma but I love mommy with my 
whole heart.”  And this grandma knows this is just as it should be. Mommy love. 
There simply isn’t a human love more deep, loyal and true.  
 
This Mother’s Day 2020 -hopefully unique in the story of our lives – let’s remem-
ber that our most important need – love – is every bit as possible as it ever was. 
Maybe even more so, as we have been forced to slow down and pay more at-
tention. Dr. Ross Campbell, in his book How To Really Love Your Child, out-
lines 4 simple, crucial keys to ensure your children feel loved.  
 
  1)  Eye contact -  do you really see/hear me?  
  2)  Physical contact – will you touch me?  
  3)  Focused attention - will you spend time with me?  
  4)  Discipline- Will you lead me? 
 
These fill a child’s emotional tank and convey love in ways it can be felt and 
absorbed.  
  
Where does a mother go to fill her tank, so she has it in her to keep on giving 
this kind of love? There is One of whom she can ask these very same ques-
tions. Do you see/hear me? Are you near? Will you lead me? God’s answer is 
always yes!  
 

• Isaiah 65:24, “Before they call, I will answer, and while they are still 
speaking, I will hear.” 

• Proverbs 32:8, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should 
go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you.” 

•  Isaiah 41:10, “Fear not for I am with you, do not be discouraged, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you…” 

 
 God even describes his love for us in parenting terms. 
 

• Isaiah 49:15, “Can a mother forget her 
nursing child and have no  compassion 
on the child she has born? Even these 
may forget, but I will not forget you.” 

• Isaiah 40:11, “He leads his flock like a 
shepherd, He gathers the lambs in his 
arms and carries them close to his heart; 
He gently leads those that have young.”  

 
This is a unique Mother’s Day. We may feel more 
alone than we ever have before.  Remember 
God‘s love and care for you is as personal, deep, 
loyal and true as a child’s “flowers for mommy” 
kind of love.  
 
Happy Mother’s Day, and enjoy those soon-to-be
-appearing dandelion bouquets!  

https://open.spotify.com/track/5NmoTlfakwip7oDOn4AvQZ?si=bPhkdp7vTRyGk4ZirR0Xnw
https://open.spotify.com/track/5pQh9A3oklKhJgznauP6oo?si=MCcqWKq5TfCgPfHTBukq0w
https://open.spotify.com/track/5qninDC32ywn4sOtBwwACO?si=BSN8UG19QfGvURlPaz4nIA
https://open.spotify.com/track/7wSG86mN6SlDpRJoHisCbN?si=-hL3RotOQ2Wh9_PZ0wb3ng
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Doctor’s Den - Dr. Martha Grace Courtright 

Enough already, when can this just be over? 
 
Even the most patient of us are likely 
reaching their breaking point—when 
can I go back to my life? If you remem-
ber back to my first submission for this 
newsletter, you’ll remember when I 
talked about “flattening the curve”. At 
that time, I said that the goal of social 
distancing was not to reduce the num-
ber of cases but to spread them out so 
as to not overwhelm the healthcare sys-
tems. The question is: haven’t we done 
that?  
 

The answer is unfortunately not straight-
forward. Yes, we are past the initial surge and hospitals should be equipped to han-
dle people who need higher levels of care. However, there are still a lot of people 
who are going to get sick with COVID-19 over the coming months. Remember those 
curves? The area under the curve is the same under both of them. Think back to 
high school math and that means the same number of people get the disease but 
just over a longer period of time. It should come as no surprise that COVID is here to 
stay. Until an effective vaccine is available, we are all likely going to need to practice 
some kind of social distancing. In the meantime, as testing becomes more available 
and the initial surge has passed, things will be able to open up. How and when to do 
that is a fine balancing act that involves a myriad of factors that experts (and non-
experts, myself included) are currently hotly debating. The bottom line is that things 
will be opening up again soon, but life will likely not look the same as before for 
some time.  
 
If a public health initiative is successful, it often seems like an overreaction. That 
might be how many of you are feeling. Was this all a big hulabaloo over nothing? I 
am truly glad if people are thinking that because it means that social distancing 
worked. Over the next couple weeks to months we get to start figuring out how life—
work, business, special events, healthcare—can continue amidst the realities of liv-
ing with this virus.  

Prayer Parlor  - From Anonymous 

 

F ather, God above all things,  
Creator of Heaven and Earth.  

You are Good.  
We wait  
We fear  
We trust  
We watch  
We listen  
And we wait.  
 
You are above all things  
Under all things  
Around all things  
In You all things hold together.  
You are the Rock upon which we stand  
The Water for which we thirst  
The Mountain and High Tower to which we run.  
 
We don’t understand.  
Oh, Holy Other, help us in our fears  
And our questions  
Help us know You 
Help us see You  
Help us to emerge from this isolation  
With more Love for You  
And more Love for others.  
 
Meet us right where we are  
As we wait  
And watch  
And fear  
And hope.  
This is who we are….  
Be to us All that You Are.  
Amen.  

Massimiliano Tarozzi on Twitter 
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Liturgical Living Room - Benjamin Novak 

The liturgy for this week was prompted by the sermon David preached on Sunday, 

April 26th, about Communion and the Church gathering again. We may all be 
separate, but many of us are still able to eat and commune with our family 
and household members. Maybe consider making a meal together, and be-
fore you do, go through this liturgy as a family; the act of preparing a meal is a 
worthy act of service, and when you sit down to partake, you are still fellow-
shipping with a portion of God's Church and can contemplate the moment 
when we can finally meet again. 
 
"A Liturgy for the Preparation of a Meal"  
from Every Moment Holy by Douglas McKelvey 

 
Leader:  O Bread of Life, 
People:  Meet us in the making of this meal. 
 
Leader:  As we perform the various tasks of 
 washing, chopping, sifting, mixing, 
 simmering, baking, and boiling, 
People:  Let those little acts coalesce 
 Into an embodied liturgy of service--  
  
Leader:  An outworking of love offered 
 for your purposes, 
 that through us, your tender care 
 might be translated into 
 the comforting and cheery language 
 of nurturing food and drink 
 offered for the benefit of others. 
People:  Let us invest in this preparation 
 a lovingkindness toward those 
 who will partake. 
 
Leader:  Let us craft this meal with a care 
 as would befit any endeavor  
 touching eternity. 

People:  Meet us in the making of this meal, O Lord, 
 and make of it something more 
 than a mere nourishment for the body. 
 
Leader:  Make it the center of a sheltered space 
 where grace freely flows. 
 Let the slow savoring of these foods 
 give pause to those who will soon partake, 
 prompting them to linger long at table, 
 taking rest from the labors of the day, 
 engaging in good conversation. 

People:  Let the comforting qualities 
 of the dishes we prepare, 
 become catalysts for a rich 
 fellowship, a warm consolation, and 
 a fruitful increase of holy affections. 
 
Leader:  May this meal serve to remind 
 those who share its pleasures 
 of the goodness 
 and the hope 
 that infuses all creation. 
 Unto that end, let us labor creatively, 
 with imaginations engaged, 
 knowing that we are cooks 
 in the kitchen--yes-- 

People:  But we are also agents  
 of a deep eternity, 
 whose prepared meals might 
 feed more than the body, 
 nourishing also the hearts 
 and hopes of those 
 sometimes-weary souls who  
 are well-served by our labors. 
 Amen. 

 
 



(Bible) Reading Room 

Emmaus Road Bible Reading Plan 
 
 

Saturday, May 9: Psalm 136; 1 Corinthians 13 
Sunday, May 10: Psalm 46; Ruth 2 
Monday, May 11: Psalm 48; Ruth 3 
Tuesday, May 12: Psalm 84; Ruth 4 
Wednesday, May 13: Psalm 122; Mark 1 
Thursday, May 14: Psalm 133; Mark 2 
Friday, May 15: Psalm 147; Mark 3 
Saturday, May 16: Psalm 135; 1 Corinthians 14 
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Contact Cupboard 

Elders: 

Dan Breed – dan@emmausroadpca.org | (920) 903-4320 

David Ehmke – david@emmausroadpca.org | (251) 300-9101 

Luke Friemark – luke_friemark@hotmail.com | (920) 460-9564 

Mark Frost – mfrost6471@gmail.com | (715) 218-6471 

Perry VanderLoop – soulman77@new.rr.com | (920) 850-3363 

 

Deacons and Deacon Assistants:  

Email: deacons@emmausroadpca.org  

Dan Cramer – (920) 428-0208 

Lori Cramer – (920) 419-0334 

Tana Frost – (715) 218-6543 

Phil Stoffel – (920) 850-2207 

Scott Tobias – (920) 540-3861 

Sandy Tobias – (920) 540-3861 

 

Counselors who can lend an ear: 

Tony Beach – tonybeach@jacobswellgb.org | (920) 205-5130 

Carol Marker – carolmarker@gmail.com | (920) 221-2051 

Tamara Plath – tamara.plath@gmail.com | (920) 216-9165 

 

Physician to contact: 

Dr. John Kirkpatrick – drjkirkpatrick@gmail.com | (920) 202-1637 
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By Kiley Woelfel, age 6 
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