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It is amazing to look back over the last seven years and see the work God has done in and through 
Emmaus Road: from the Breed family moving to Appleton in 2012, to Emmaus Road becoming a self-
sustaining church with our own Elders in 2016, to planting Living Stone in Oshkosh in 2017, to 
establishing a Diaconate in 2018. In 2019 we know more change is coming, as we will be leaving the Girl 
Scout building. In January, the Elders took a couple days to go on a retreat to a cabin Up North where they 
prayed about and discussed what is next for Emmaus Road. The vision and goal that God led us toward is 
one of establishing a Gospel permanence in Appleton; to really lay down some roots in the community. In 
addition to continuing intentional discipleship and leadership training, we see four ways in which to move 
forward: procuring a long-term facility, establishing a presence in the community, funding a second 
ordained Pastor, and continuing to plant churches. 
 
Procuring a Long-Term Facility 
As a Session, we believe that God is leading us toward the long-term solution of purchasing our own space. 
The New Location Team has been working hard to find us a new home since October. They have been 
looking at options to rent, lease, and buy. While there are buildings available that would meet our needs, 
the cost of a building will likely be $800k-$1.2m. There is financing available, but we will need around 
30% as a down payment. To get to the place where we would be able to do this, we have a short-term plan. 
We hope to move to a rental (or short-term lease) facility within the next six months that will 
accommodate our growth needs, allow us to save for a more permanent facility, and house us for 12-18 
months. In these next 18-24 months, we hope to position ourselves to be able to purchase a building by 
doing the following: praying for God’s wisdom, guidance, and provision; continuing to look for a facility to 
purchase; and raising money for the down payment. 
 
Establishing a Visible and Spiritual Presence in the Community 
We hope to be able to see our new location as a type of re-launch in the community. While we have 
enjoyed our time at the Girl Scouts, we have not been a very visible church. With our new location, we 
hope to have visibility and signage that show our physical presence in the community; where we can invite 
others, and they may some familiarity with Emmaus Road because they have seen us. At the same time, 
we want to have a spiritual presence where the people of Emmaus Road are meeting the needs of the 
community. That is not to say that we are not doing that now, but we want make sure we are being 
intentional about equipping our people for this work. One of the ways we are hoping to do this is through 
the Deacons providing church-wide serving opportunities, as well as matching individuals with serving 
opportunities that fit their talents and abilities. Another way we are hoping to do this is by equipping some 
of our members for lay counseling.  
 
Funding a Second Ordained Pastor 
As our church continues to grow, we will need to have a second full-time ordained Pastor. Right now, 
David Ehmke is a Pastoral Apprentice who is partially funded by Emmaus Road, but he also receives 
funding from the On Wisconsin Network and other outside support raising. The Elders are encouraged by 
David’s work at Emmaus Road and would like it to continue after his apprenticeship ends in June of 2020. 
In order for that to happen, he will need to complete his ordination trials, the congregation will need to 
vote to call him as an Associate Pastor, and our budget will need to be able to fully fund his salary package. 
 
Continuing to Plant Churches in the Fox Valley 
Even with the desire to purchase a facility, we still hold the conviction that planting churches is one of the 
best avenues for evangelism and mission. Because of this, we still are, and will continue to be, a church 
that equips others for ministry and church planting. Right now, Chris Mott and Moises Saucedo are 
Pastoral Interns at Emmaus Road, they are part of the On Wisconsin Network, and they are taking 
seminary classes, all with the hope that they will one day plant churches in Wisconsin. And while we have 
mutually agreed that David will not be ready to plant a church by 2020, that does not rule out the 
possibility of future church planting. With all of this, one of our goals is to plant another church by 2022. 


