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First Week of Advent: Prophets Promise His Coming 

 
 

Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

 2The people who walked in darkness 

  have seen a great light; 

 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

  on them has light shone. 

 6For to us a child is born, 

  to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

  and his name shall be called 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

  there will be no end, 

 on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

  to establish it and to uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time forth and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. (ESV) 

 

 After you light the first advent candle, think about the difference before and after you lit 
it. If you didn’t have any other lights on, it was probably pretty dark. You couldn’t see anything. 
You couldn’t tell what was going on around you. For some of us, it might have been a little scary. 
It would have been hard to walk around and not run into something. And once the candle was 
lit, all of that changed. We like the light, don’t we? We like being able to see what’s going on 
around us. That’s why some of us might even want a night-light on when we sleep. God created 
us that way. Light is good for us. When God created the world in Genesis, the first thing he said 
was, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 

 John (1:9) tells us that Jesus is the true light, which gives light to everyone, and if we re-
ceive him, then we become children of God. Later (John 8:12), Jesus tells us that he is the light 
of the world, and whoever follows him will not walk in darkness but will have the light of life. 
We want there to be a light on when it’s dark, but more than that, we need Jesus. As we look for-
ward to Christmas when we celebrate Jesus’ birth, think about how we need him to save us, even 
more than we need a candle or a light in a dark room. He is the light that we really need. 

 
 

 



Second Week of Advent: John Prepares His Way 
 

 

Luke 3:3–6 

 

3And [John the Baptizer] went into all the region around the 
Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the for-
giveness of sins. 4As it is written in the book of the words of 
Isaiah the prophet, 

 

 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make his paths straight. 

 5Every valley shall be filled, 

  and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

 and the crooked shall become straight, 

  and the rough places shall become level ways, 

 6and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” (ESV) 

 

 There are some things we do that we have to get ready 
for. If we are going to be in a race, we will be at the starting line 
and then someone may say, “Ready… Set… Go!” We need to be 
ready for the race to start if we’re going to do our best. Or, if 
it’s really cold outside and we are going to go play in the snow, 
we have to get ready by putting our snow pants, boots, coat, 
gloves and hat on or else we can’t go play. Or, maybe we have a 
meeting that we have to prepare for, or we have friends coming 
over and we have to get some things ready to host. Right now, 
we might even be getting ready for Christmas: we might have 
put a tree up and decorated it, we might have hanged stockings 
and other Christmas lights, we might even have wrapped some 
presents. 

  

We get ready for all of these things, but what we need to make sure we get ready for the most is what we are 
actually celebrating at Christmas. We need to make sure we get ready for Jesus to come. John the Baptist tells 
us that the way we should get ready for Jesus to come is by turning away from our sins—by telling the truth 
about the ways we have disobeyed God: how we have lied, disobeyed our parents, been selfish, been mean to 
other people, wanted what other people have, and not loved God the most—and by turning to God. We get 
ready for Jesus to come by admitting these things and asking God to forgive us and to help us to love and obey 
him. Let’s get ready for Jesus to come. 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Third Week of Advent: Mary Rejoices at His Coming 
 

 

Luke 1:26–38 

 

26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin be-
trothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he 
came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the 
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, 
Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 
you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God 
will give to him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his 
kingdom there will be no end.” 

 

34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 

35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will over-
shadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 
37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to 
me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. (ESV) 

 

 What is the best news you have ever heard? Maybe it was a positive medical report. Maybe it was your 
spouse saying “I do” at the altar. Maybe it was that you were getting a puppy. Maybe it was that you were go-
ing to be a big brother or sister. Whatever it was, how did it make you feel when you heard it? It probably 
made you pretty happy. It’s exciting to hear good news. It makes us happy because we’re getting something 
that we want. We think our lives will be better because of it. It’s like unwrapping a present that we’ve been 
hoping for.  

 

 When Gabriel first told Mary that she was going 
to have a baby, she wasn’t very excited—she was con-

fused and scared. But when she saw her cousin, Eliza-
beth, she knew everything the angel said was true! And it 
was the best news: Her baby was the Son of God, and he 

would save his people and be their king! Mary was so 
excited that she burst into singing and she made up her 

own song (you can read it in Luke 1:46-55). While the 
good news we thought of a few seconds ago might have 
been good things, Mary’s message is what we need the 

most. Our worst problem isn’t that we don’t have a cer-
tain toy, house, or life. Our worst problem is that be-

cause we disobey God, we were separated from him; and 
the best news we could ever get is that God sent his son, 
Jesus, to save us. He doesn’t just make our lives better; 
he actually gives us life when we believe in him. This is 

good news, a reason to celebrate! 

 

 
 

 

 
 



Fourth Week of Advent: Angels Proclaim His Peace 
 

 

Luke 2:8–14 

 

8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And 
an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with 
great fear. 10And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12And 
this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 13And sud-
denly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, 

 

 14“Glory to God in the highest, 

  and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (ESV) 

 

 What does it mean to have peace? Maybe you’ve wished for some peace and quiet at your house—or 
maybe you’ve heard your mom or dad say that’s what they want. The shepherds out in the field weren’t 
fighting and it was probably quiet all around, but did they have peace? Sometimes we think peace means that 
there isn’t fighting or yelling or some other turmoil. While that’s true, in the Bible it’s more than that. Having 
peace means being whole, it’s flourishing, it’s being restored to what life was supposed to be like when God 
created Adam and Eve. 

 We need it to be restored because we lost that when Adam and Eve sinned, and then we have sinned 
too. Sin messes everything up—it separates us from God, it makes life hard, it makes it so that we don’t always 
love others and others don’t always love us. But the angels have good news that should make us really happy! 
God isn’t leaving us alone with all of these problems. He’s sending his son who will save us from our sin and 
give us peace! Life won’t be perfect until Jesus comes again, but because he came the first time, we can know 
and love God again, we can love others, and we can have peace through Jesus, knowing that he loves us and 
will give us everything we need. 



Christmas Eve: How to Respond to Him: Worship 
 

 

Matthew 2:1–2, 9-11 

 

1Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the 
east came to Jerusalem, 2saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him.” 

 

9After listening to the king, they went on their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went 
before them until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10When they saw the star, they rejoiced 
exceedingly with great joy. 11And going into the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell 
down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and 
myrrh. (ESV) 

 

 We’ve been waiting, anticipating Jesus’ birth, and the wait is almost over! Tomorrow is Christmas! To-
morrow we celebrate his birth. How are you going to celebrate? It’s easy to get caught up in our traditions and 
the things that we see on TV or in Christmas movies. With everything that is going on, it can be easy to focus 
on the good food that we get to eat, or on the new presents that we get to open and play with for the first time. 
But let’s not lose sight of what it’s really all about.  

 

 Instead, let’s be like the wise men that came from the east. When they saw the star, they put everything 
else aside and traveled a long way just so they could see Jesus and worship him. When they finally get there, 
they fall down and worship him. They opened gifts too, but they opened them and gave them to Jesus. Let’s be 
like the wise men. Let’s worship him as we remember the true meaning of Christmas. 


