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Life in a prison cell 
may well be compared 

to Advent; one waits, 
hopes, and does this, 

that, or the other- 
things that are of no 

real consequence- the 
door is shut, and can 
be opened only from 

the outside. 
-Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Letters from 

Prison - November 21, 1943 



 

 

  

Emmaus Road Church 
  

Worship 8:00 AM & 10:00 AM 
  

  

Vision 
“A People Together Reconciled by Grace &  

by Grace Reconciling What is Broken” 
  

Welcome & What to Expect at Emmaus Road Worship 
  

The Worship Guide 

What you are holding in your hand is a guide that will direct you through the worship 

service at Emmaus Road Church. In this worship guide there are songs, readings, prayers, 

scripture, etc. which form a picture of who God is and God’s love for us. Along the inside 

of the guide there are explanations about the di erent elements of the worship service 

which may be unfamiliar. Through singing, reading, reciting, eating, and drinking it is our 

hope as a church to express our love for God. 

  

Children in the Worship Service 

At Emmaus Road we believe that God entrusts children to us to nurture and disciple in the 

faith. Therefore, children are welcome to remain with the congregation during the entire 

service, and in in the back of the sanctuary there are “Junior Worship Bags” for children to 

utilize during the service . Some of our children’s ministry groups will be starting once 

again in September. Please see page 9 of the worship guide for more information. 

 

Beginnings 

The beginnings classroom is available for walkers through 3 years old during the 10am ser-

vice. The classroom is down the stairs in the second and third room on the right once you 

get into the open area. This age group is available during the whole service. They do free 

play up until the sermon time and then have a short lesson through “Show me Jesus” cur-

riculum and structured play. 

  

First steps 

The first steps classroom is available for ages 4-6 years old during the 10am service to learn 

about the big picture of the Bible through the “Show me Jesus” curriculum. The classroom 

is located down the stairs in the big Lego door room in the open area. The children will be 

dismissed before the sermon starts and the teacher will meet the kids in the back of the 

sanctuary and take them to the class. 

  

Standing and Sitting 

During parts of our service, the congregation is asked to stand. However, we understand 

that some are not able to stand for various reasons, and we hope that you feel free to remain 

seated. 
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BUILDING UPDATE 

 
Through much prayer and discerning the Lord’s leading, the session will be presenting the Out-

erEdge to the congregation for possible purchase.  

 

In 2018 the elders discerned that God was and is leading us toward establishing a Gospel  

permanence in Appleton. In order to really grow roots in our community, our church needs a 

permanent home. The New Location Team was formed and reviewed 40+ properties over two years. 

We are now at the OuterEdge, which provides an opportunity for permanency, and to continue liv-

ing out our value of being a village church in Appleton: a family of believers who seek to love 

and care for one another.  

 

As we consider this big step, it is helpful to remember how faithful God has been to Emmaus Road 

Church. It is amazing to look back over the last eight years and see the work God has done:  

• 2012: Breed family moving to Appleton 

• 2016: Emmaus Road - self-sustaining church with our own elders 

• 2017: Planted Living Stone Church in Oshkosh  

• 2018: Established a diaconate  

• 2019/2020: Girl Scouts     Jefferson Elementary   OuterEdge  

 

To move forward with a purchase, we need to raise $250,000 for a down payment.  Please join us 

in this endeavor to serve the Lord in the Appleton area:  

• Pray for God’s wisdom, guidance, and provision  

• Discern whether the OuterEdge could provide permanency  

• Give money for the down payment  

 

 

How to give:  

• To give or pledge online, please go to our website at emmausroadpca.org/building-fund  

• Designate a gift to the Building Fund in the offering basket  

 

What to expect next:  

• October 18th – update on Building Fund and purchase process  

• November 8th – Q&A after church on building purchase option  

• November 11th – Zoom Q&A on building purchase option  

• December – congregational vote on purchase of the Outer Edge.  



 

 

LITURGICAL 

NOTES 

 

Hark A Thrilling  

Voice Is Sounding  
Although a manuscript 

with this text was not 

written down until the 

10th century, the text for 

this hymn dates back to 

the 5th century. It was 

first published in a Latin 

Psalter in 1632 and later 

translated by Edward 

Caswell in the  

19th century. Our  

current version was  

arranged by Paul Van  

der Bijl in 2010 and  

sung by the Chicago  

Metro Presbytery  

(PCA).  

 

Why We Do 
What We Do 

 
Benediction 

In the benediction, or 

blessing, the covenant 

people are reminded of 

God’s promises so that 

they go into the world to 

do his will with confi-

dence in his promised 

care and enabling. 

 
What Are We  

Supposed To Do Dur-

ing a Benediction?  
Because a benediction 

offers a word of blessing to 

God’s people as they leave 

the sacred act of corporate 

worship, often times it is 

appropriate to lift our heads 

and to hold our hands out, 

palms up. We lift our heads 

as a symbol that God does 

not leave us wallowing in 

our sin, but through Christ, 

He lifts our head to look 

upon Him as a Friend once 

again. We lift our hands to 

symbolize our need and 

eagerness to receive God’s 

blessing. 

 Benediction—Psalm 72:18-19  
 

Celebrant:  Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, 

 who alone does wondrous things. 

 Blessed be his glorious name forever; 

 may his glory fill the whole earth. 

 

People:  Amen and Amen. 

8
  

 

 

 
Emmaus Road Church 

 

Sunday, November 29th, 2019 
 

Season of Advent 

 

         ORDER OF WORSHIP 
 

Prelude  
 

Welcome  
 

Call to Worship 

 

Celebrant:  Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, because he has come and 

has redeemed his people.  

People: He has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the house of his servant 

David, as he said through his holy prophets of long ago.    

  

Celebrant:  Salvation from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us- 

to show mercy to us and to remember his holy covenant. 

People:  To rescue us from the hand of our enemies, and to enable us to serve him 

without fear. 

 

Celebrant:  Almighty God, in this season of Advent when we celebrate the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, we offer thanks and praise for 

your faithfulness in keeping your covenant promise to be our God, 

and we your people. 

People:  Fill us now with your Spirit, that we might worship you in Spirit and in 

truth, through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 

LITURGICAL 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

Why We Do 
What We Do 

 

Liturgy 
The liturgy, or order of 

the worship service is 

nothing less, than a re-

presentation of the 

gospel in the presence 

of God and his people 

for his glory and their 

good. 

 
Celebrant 

 The leader of the  

liturgy who leads the 

people in the celebra-

tion of the Good News 

of the Gospel. 

 
Call to Worship 

In the call to worship, 

the King of the Uni-

verse invites us into his 

presence, before 

whom all creation will 

bow and for whom all 

heaven now sings. We 

are invited to join that 

heavenly praise. 
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Why We Do What We Do: The Church Calendar and Advent  

 

The church year begins with the season of Advent. Celebration of a “Christian calendar” began with 

the Christians of the first centuries A.D. who sought to live out the conviction that all time finds signifi-

cance around the person and work of Jesus Christ. Christians wanted to mark the movement of time 

not merely by the rotation of celestial bodies but by symbolically walking through the life and ministry 

of Christ each year. This is why the Christian year begins with Advent, because it is a season of antici-

pation prior to His birth. Advent simply means “coming” or “arrival,” signifying two different, but relat-

ed, points of reference. First, and probably more obvious to us, Advent refers to Christ’s coming to 

earth, as faithfully recorded in the opening chapters of the gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.  

Advent is a season of longing for Jesus, just as the earth groaned in need of a Savior prior to Christ’s 

coming. Second, what we may not realize is that Advent is also meant to remind us to look forward to 

Jesus’ second advent, when He will return in full glory and usher in the new heavens and the new 

earth, as recorded in the book of Revelation. When we look at the world around us, do we not long 

for Christ to return…and return soon? These longings are what Advent is intended to stir in us. Advent 

reminds us of what all creation is driving toward; it reminds us of life’s ultimate meaning and purpose—

Jesus Christ.  

Epiphany 

Lent 

Eastertide 

Pentecost 

Ordinary Time 

Reformation Sunday 

Advent  

Christmas 



 

 

Songs of Adoration 
LITURGICAL 

NOTES 
 

 
 

 
Come ,Thou  

Almighty King 
Though most people 

attribute the lyrics of 

this hymn to Charles 

Wesley, the author is 

actually anonymous. 

The song gained its 

popularity when 

published in George 

Whitefield’s Collec-
tion of Hymns for 

Social Worship in 

1757. 

 

 

 

 

Of the Father’s  

Love Begotten 
Aurelius Clem-

ens Prudentius (348-

410 AD) was one of 

the most prominent 

and most prolific 

authors of sacred 

Latin poetry in its 

earliest days. As we 

sing this hymn, we 

both affirm and align 

our faith with the 

broader faith of the 

Church, and we deny 

any belief that says 

that Christ is not fully 

divine. This hymn, so 

often associated with 

Christmas, is thus a 

hymn of proclama-

tion, calling us to sing 

out our faith – “every 

voice in concert ring, 

evermore and ever-

more!” 

Come, Thou Almighty King 

 

Come, thou almighty King,  

help us thy name to sing,  

help us to praise!  

Father all glorious,  

o'er all victorious,  

come and reign over us,  

Ancient of Days!  

 

Come, thou incarnate Word,  

gird on thy mighty sword,  

our prayer attend!  

Come, and thy people bless,  

and give thy word success,  

Spirit of holiness,  

on us descend!  

 

Come, holy Comforter,  

thy sacred witness bear  

in this glad hour.  

Thou who almighty art,  

now rule in every heart,  

and ne'er from us depart,  

Spirit of power!  

 

To thee, great One in Three,  

eternal praises be,  

hence, evermore.  

Thy sovereign majesty  

may we in glory see,  

and to eternity 

love and adore!  

 

 

Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

Of the Father's love begotten 

ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, 

He the Source, the Ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, 

and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore! 

 

O that birth forever blessed, 

when the Virgin, full of grace, 

by the Holy Ghost conceiving, 

bore the Savior of our race; 

and the babe, the world's Redeemer, 

first revealed his sacred face, 

evermore and evermore! 

 

This is he whom heav'n-taught singers 

sang of old with one accord, 

whom the Scriptures of the prophets 

promised in their faithful word; 

now he shines, the long expected; 

let creation praise its Lord,  

evermore and evermore! 

 

O ye heights of heav'n, adore him; 

angel hosts, his praises sing: 

all dominions, bow before him 

and extol our God and King; 

let no tongue on earth be silent, 

ev'ry voice in concert ring,  

evermore and evermore! 

 

Christ, to thee, with God the Father, 

and, O Holy Ghost, to thee, 

hymn and chant and high thanksgiving 

and unwearied praises be, 

honor, glory, and dominion 

and eternal victory, 

evermore and evermore! 2
  

 

 

 Sermon             The Coming Light 
                     by  

       Rev. David Ehmke  
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Isaiah 9:2-7 (ESV) 

T he people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

    on them has light shone. 
3 You have multiplied the nation; 

    you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

    as with joy at the harvest, 

    as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 
4 For the yoke of his burden, 

    and the staff for his shoulder, 

    the rod of his oppressor, 

    you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5 For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

    and every garment rolled in blood 

    will be burned as fuel for the fire. 
6 For to us a child is born, 

    to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

    and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of his government and of peace 

    there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

    to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

    from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Celebrant:  The Word of the Lord   

 

People:  Thanks be to God 



 

 

LITURGICAL 

NOTES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Why We Do 

What We Do 

 
Offering 

The offering that is 

passed the first Sunday 

of the month goes to the 

needs of people in our 

church and to reach the 

needs of people in our 

community. The offer-

ing located near the 

doors of the sanctuary is 

for our regular tithes 

and is for the general 

fund of the church. 

 

 

Song of Preparation 
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 

Of the Father's love begotten ere the worlds began to be, 

He is Alpha and Omega, He the Source, the Ending he, 

of the things that are, that have been, and that future years shall see, 

evermore and evermore! 

 

This is he whom heav'n-taught singers sang of old with one accord, 

whom the Scriptures of the prophets promised in their faithful word; 

now he shines, the long expected; let creation praise its Lord,  

evermore and evermore! 

 Advent Reading,  The King Family (8am), 

      The Friemark Family (10am)  
 

 Isaiah 9:2, 6-7 

 
 

T he people who walked in darkness 

    have seen a great light; 

 those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

  on them has light shone... 

 6For to us a child is born, 

  to us a son is given; 

 and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

  and his name shall be called 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

 7Of the increase of his government and of peace 

  there will be no end, 

 on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

  to establish it and to uphold it 

 with justice and with righteousness 

  from this time forth and forevermore. 

 The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 

 

Leader:  Here ends the reading of The Word. 
 

People:  Praise Be To God 
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LITURGICAL 

NOTES 

 
 

Why We Do 
What We Do 

 
Confession of Sin 

We confess our sin 

together because the 

ministry of Christ has 

no present significance 

if the sin he came to 

defeat will not even be 

faced. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Why We Do 
What We Do 

 
Assurance of Pardon 

The assurance of par-

don announces God’s 

forgiveness of our sin: 

shame is past, guilt is 

gone, and divine mer-

cy is ours. 

 Confession of Sin 

Assurance of Pardon—Isaiah 40:1-2 

 

Celebrant:  Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

 Your sins are pardoned. 

 The penalty is paid. 

 

People:  Thanks be to God. 

Celebrant:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

People:   Amen. 

 

Celebrant:  Heavenly Father, you spoke these words to us through 

the prophet Isaiah: “Arise, shine: for your light has come.” 

People:   We confess that we ignore the Christ you sent to be among us, 

to be in us. 

 

Celebrant:  “For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick 

darkness the peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, 

and his glory will be seen upon you.” 

People:   We confess that we have kept the birth of your Son confined to 

the Christmas season, and do not yearn for his birth each mo-

ment in our waiting hearts. 

 

Celebrant:  “And nations shall come to your light, and kings to the 

brightness of your rising.” 

People:   Lord, you came to us in the fullness of time.  Forgive us for not 

opening our eyes to your coming.  In this season of Advent, 

when we celebrate the coming of the light of Christ into the 

world, grant that we might repent of the darkness in our hearts.  

Hear us now as we confess our sins to you. 

 

  [Silence for self-examination and personal confession.] 

 

Celebrant:   Almighty and most merciful Father, 

People:    In your mercy forgive us and renew us.  Grant that we will be 

prepared for your coming and rejoice in your love.  Through 

Christ Jesus our Lord.  Amen. 
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Songs of Assurance 

LITURGICAL 

NOTES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

O Come,  

O Come, Emmanuel 
 The exact background 

of this timeless Christ-

mas hymn is unclear, 

though most think it is 

derived from the anti-

phons sung in the late 

8th century. The text 

was originally in Latin 

and is stated: “Veni, 

veni Emmanuel.” The 

chorus is based on the 

prophecy in Isaiah 

7:14 that speaks about 

God sending Israel a 

deliverer named 

“Emmanuel.” 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 

O come, O come, Emmanuel 

And ransom captive Israel 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Thou branch of Jesse, free 

Thine own from Satan's tyranny 

From depths of Hell Thy people save 

And give them victory o'er the grave 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

O come, Thou Day-Spring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night 

And death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 

From tender stem hath sprung! 

Of Jesse's lineage coming 

As men of old have sung. 

It came, a flower bright, 

Amid the cold of winter 

When half-gone was the night. 

 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 

The Rose I have in mind: 

With Mary we behold it, 

The virgin mother kind. 

To show God's love aright 

She bore to men a Savior 

When half-gone was the night. 

 

This Flower, whose fragrance tender 

With sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor 

The darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, 

From sin and death He saves us 

And lightens every load 

Why We Do What We Do: The Advent Wreath (next page) 

 

The detailed origins are unknown, but we do know that the practice of lighting the Advent Wreath began centuries ago 

in Eastern Germany and developed into Advent symbols in Christian homes.  Advent, being a season of anticipation of 

Christ’s coming, is beautifully pictured in the Advent Wreath, as each week an additional candle is lit, symbolizing the 

growing light as Christ’s coming drew near.  Three outer candles are purple, a color which symbolizes Christ’s royalty, 

but also our repentance—something we must do when we are met with the presence of God among us!  The other outer 

candle is pink, a joyful color—something we also experience as we anticipate Christ’s coming.  The white-colored center 

candle (the Christ candle) symbolizes the unsurpassed purity of Jesus, and it is traditionally lit on Christmas Eve.  Advent 

wreaths are typically circular and often made of evergreen leaves, both of which symbolize the unending nature of our 

life when we put our faith in Jesus Christ. 

LITURGICAL 

NOTES 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Lo, How a Rose  
E’er Blooming 

This 15th century Ger-

man hymn expresses 

and acknowledges a 

particular tension we 

ought to be aware of 

during the Christmas 

season. Just as, in the 

prophecies from Isaiah, 

a “rose,” or stem, shoots 

up from the stump, so 

too do we celebrate 

Christ’s birth in the 

knowledge that He 

brings life out of death. 

Our celebrations of 

Christmas must always 

point us to Easter. We 

celebrate Christ’s life 

because His death brings 

us a new kind of life.  

 

 


