
The Lord’s Day 
September 20, 2020 

 
God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 

“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
  Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Man, who made me a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all 
covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 
And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a rich man produced plentifully, and 
he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ And 
he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This 
night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they 
be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”                                     
                                                                                                                           ~ Luke 12:13-21 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him              based on Psalm 92:1-4 

Elder: It is good to give thanks to the LORD. 
People:  It is good to sing praises to your name, O Most High. 
Elder:  It is good to declare your steadfast love in the morning. 
People:  It is good to declare your faithfulness by night. 
Elder:  It is good to make music on the lute and the harp, to the melody of the 

lyre. 
People:  For you, O LORD, have made us glad by your work; at the works of your 

hands we sing for joy. 
Elder:  The Lord is dwelling among His Congregation. 
People:  Let us worship Him! 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer, Creator                               Hymn #97 

 
The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 

Reading of the Law                                                               Matthew 5:1-2, 6:5-24 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession                                               Elder-led Prayer 
 

Hymn of Confession  
     We Have Not Known Thee As We Ought                                           Hymn #493 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                     
While it is true that we have sinned, it is a greater truth that we are forgiven through 
God’s love in Jesus Christ. To all who humbly seek the mercy of God I say, in Jesus 
Christ your sin is forgiven. Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      Psalm 126: When in His Might the Lord                                         Hymn #360 
        
Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Christ is Made Known to Us 

His Word is Opened to Us                      Dr. David G. Barker 
Scripture:  Proverbs 11:28; Luke 12:13-21     

“The grass withers, the flower fades … 
But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  Work and Leisure   
 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings 
           Offertory 
           *Doxology 
 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of our Procession into the World          

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah                                                   Hymn #598 

 
*Benediction 

Here have we seen your face, and felt your presence here; 
So may the savor of your grace in word and life appear. 

                                                                                                                (Hymn 431, vs. 2) 
 
Postlude                                                                        

*Congregation Standing 



Living and Growing in the Family of God 
Work and Leisure 

Prov. 11:28/Luke 12:15-21 
(see also: Gen. 3; Ps. 1; Prov. 3:9-10; 6:6ff; 22:15; Mt. 25:23) 

In the book of Proverbs, the word “work” makes us think of: 
a)  “well, not my uncle Murray, that’s for sure!” 
b)  money, wealth, poverty and poor. 
c)  timecards, angry bosses, boredom, insufficient raises. 

I.  The Biblical foundation for “work” from Genesis 1-3. 
    Stage 1:  The creation/cultural mandate (Gen. 1:28). 
 (True/False)  “Have dominion” means to rule over 
  the earth morally in the name of God. 
     Stage 2:  The consequences of the fall of man 
  and the curse of God (Gen. 3:18-19). 

 1) Work will be: 
 
 2) Work will be: 
 
 3)  Work will seem: 
 
      Stage 3:  Work restored by Christ’s redemption (Prov. 11:28). 
      What makes a fool a fool? 
 
II.  Basic principles about work 

     1st: We are called to be ________________________. 
 
     2nd: We may expect from God _____________________. 
 
     3rd: We must heed God’s warning against 

 _____________________. 

III.  A Christian worldview of leisure. 
     How do we know how to spend leisure time? 
 
     How do we know what it is we should do at such times? 
 
Why is Bunyan’s depiction of “Hill Difficulty” applicable to my 
 life today? 
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Coming up in the Series 

Living and Growing in the Family of God: 

9/27   When They Leave 

10/04 The Empty Nest & the Open Grave  



A Celebration 
of Historical Reformation 

 

Scotland’s Second 
Reformation 

October 4-25, 2020 

 

The Battle for Presbyterianism 
 

New Covenant 
Presbyterian Church 

Preaching God’s Sovereign Grace 
to a World of Need 

128 St. Mary’s Church Rd. 
Abingdon, MD  21009 

410-569-0289  www.ncpres.org 
www.ephesians515.com 

This year’s theme: 
   The struggle for Presbyterianism 

      in Scotland after the death of John Knox 
 

Our Lord’s Day Morning Schedule: 

October 11 – Colossians 1:1-20 
 Who’s in Charge of the Church? 
 Who are you to break a 1,300 year tradition? 

October 18 – Acts 5:12-32 
 What is Public Covenanting? 
 The cost of standing up to the king 

October 25 – Eph. 2; Phil. 3; Acts 25 
 Two Kingdoms 
 Strangers and aliens who appeal to Caesar 

Join us beginning at 11 am each morning 
 

Plus Our Lord’s Day Evening Lecture Series: 

October 4 – Scotland’s Second Reformation 
   A video presentation with historian Matthew Vogan. 

 
October 11 – Charles II & “The Killing Times” 
   Living and dying for King Jesus. 

 
October 18 – American Covenanting 
   The struggle of relevance in the world they helped to create. 

 
October 25 – The American Covenanters of Ohio 
   and the Underground Railroad 
   Look which Presbyterians were the most active in the struggle 
   for Abolition. 
   with special guest speaker, Mr. Robert O. Keys 

Join us beginning at 6:30 pm 
 

http://www.ncpres.org/
http://www.ephesians515.com/


 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Breeze F., Missy J., Paulina V., and Madeline S. 
 
Karen S.: An MRI revealed a right herniated disc and degenerative disc 
disease. Please pray for wisdom regarding steps to take toward pain relief as 
well as steps to promote healing. 
 
Kayla, granddaughter of Doug and Chris T., has just one round of chemo left 
(November) for treating optic nerve glioma. She looks forward to sharing her 
testimony of God’s grace to her through this experience! 
 
Mel B., the uncle of our member Mikayla K., continues to experience small 
seizures, along with memory loss. 
 
Elaine, Ellie P.’s niece. Elaine lives in Mississippi and is suffering from colon 
cancer. She is currently in the hospital with a fever and elevated numbers. 
Ellie and her sister ask you to join them in fervent prayer for Elaine, that even 
through these struggles she may come to know Jesus Christ as he Savior. 
 
Nancy T., Chris T.’s mom was diagnosed last November with stage 4 lung 
cancer, which has metastasized to the bone. She has a large tumor in her right 
hip and is requiring more and more pain medication. She lives alone in her 
handicapped equipped apartment and is receiving home hospice. Please pray 
for wisdom for Chris as she makes hard decisions. 
 
Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she 
cares for him in their home. 
 
Jon and Christina S. as they continue to care for her mom. 
 
Karen E.: Praise the Lord for the successful emergency surgery!  Pray for 
healing and strength for her at home as she starts the long road to recovery. 
 

Tammy, sister-in-law of Nancy S., is doing much better. She is now able to 
take oral medications for the infection, her wound is healing and she is 
walking, even without her walker at times. Tammy and her husband, Keith, 
thank you for your prayers. 
 
Kevin, Kristen L.’s brother, as he recovers from a stroke. 
 
Debbie H., daughter of Donna R., has been diagnosed with metastasized 
melanoma in her lung and is receiving immunotherapy. Please pray for the 
doctors as they consider the changes for her infusion therapy and for her 
return to good health. 
 
Marilyn C., mother of Christina S., with multiple myeloma, who is now living 
with Jon and Christina. Please pray especially for Marilyn’s salvation. 
 
Dave B., Jill K.’s foster brother, as he continues treatment for cancer. 

 
Scott P., brother of Kent P., as he goes through long term chemo and 
immunotherapy to keep the cancer in check as long as possible.  
 

Anna C., friend of the Stewarts, continues to battle metastatic breast cancer.  
 
Kathleen M. as she continues to wrestle with her cancer.  
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THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
September 20 - 26, 2020 

 
 

Lord’s Day: 11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service 
Monday:     7:00 pm American Heritage Girls 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Wednesday:   6:30 pm Kids’ Quest 
    6:30 pm Quest 
    6:30 pm Ladies’ Bible Study on Philippians 
    6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study on Philippians 
Saturday:   9:00 am American Heritage Girls CPR Training 
    

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 

 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway 
will be preaching from Jeremiah 31: The Song of Jacob. 
 
Youth Bonfire: We invite all Middle and High School students to join us for a 
bonfire at Good Hope PCA! Saturday, October 3, from 4:00 – 10:00 pm. We’ll 
play capture the flag, make s’mores, sing around the campfire, and glorify 
God together. Bring your own bag dinner due to COVID-19 restrictions. We 
will pick up and drop off at NCPC. 
 
Volunteers Needed: Cole P. will be stepping down from the sound board 
ministry as of December 13th, 2020. He is seeking volunteers high school age 
to 99. If you’re 100, we’ll talk. The training process needs to begin prior to 
December 13th. Please contact Pastor Barker, Cole P., Kent P., or Matt B. if 
you are interested. Preferably three or more volunteers are needs to create 
a once-a-month rotation at the board. 
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Volunteers Needed! 
Hurricane Laura was the strongest Hurricane to strike the State of 
Louisiana since 1856! It was so powerful that it pushed the Mississippi 
River backwards! The damages are massive. 
 

It claimed 15 lives and 324,000 customers are still without power.  Over 
17,000 workers are trying to reestablish power to the community. 
 

MNA Disaster Response has established a Volunteer Staging Site in 
Lake Charles, Louisiana. Help is desperately needed. We are in need of 
Chainsaw teams to cut and remove trees that have caused damage.  
We are also in need of roofing teams to repair existing damages. 
 

There is always a need for financial support during times like these. 
 

If you would like to give,  

Go to: give.pcamna.org 

Or mail to: Mission To North America 
P.O. Box 890233  

Charlotte, NC 28289-0233 
 

If you would like to serve as a volunteer, 
Please register at:   

resources.pcamna.org 
 

If you have any questions please contact: 
Mark Willett/Mid-Atlantic Specialist 

mwillett@pcanet.org 
804-980-4356 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Save the Date: Monday 9/21 
 

Dear Pro-Life Partner, 
We've all been through a lot these last few months... but rather than 
allow COVID-19 to stop Maryland Right to Life's largest fundraiser of 
the year, we decided to move the event ONLINE to ensure that we can 
continue to be your voice for our state's most vulnerable....and so you 
can attend and be inspired - from the safety and comfort of your home! 
 

Here are the details so you can save the date... 
What: "Hope for Life in Maryland" Virtual Event 
Date: Monday, September 21 
Time: 7:00 PM Eastern Time 
 

This event is our largest fundraiser of the year and is mission-critical to 
our work. We are excited that we can bring this event to you online. 
Had the 2020 banquet been canceled, it could have been devastating 
to our ability to be your voice in Annapolis. If you have a computer or 
mobile device and an Internet connection, you can easily join us...  
         ...so claim your spot right now! 

 

To register go to www.webcastsuccess.com/mdrtl 
Register to Attend — for FREE 

We'll have much more to say in the days ahead. But we can't wait to 
be together with you online Monday, September 21st at 7pm!  

 
For Life, 
Your Maryland Right to Life Team 

 



New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
September 20, 2020 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close the Lord’s Day                 Jer. 31:7 

Prayer of Adoration 

A Hymn to the glory and praise                                  Hymn #393 
 to our Covenant God 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition                Jer. 31:15, 18, 19 
 and the Way of Salvation               Jer. 31:8-9 

Unison Prayer 
   O Lord, You know my great unfitness for service, my distressing coldness of heart. 
I am weak, ignorant, unprofitable; I am at a loss to know what you would have me 
do, 
   Return again with showers of converting grace to a poor gospel-abusing sinner. 
Help my soul to breathe after holiness, after a constant devotedness to you, after 
growth in grace more abundantly every day. 
   Help me to hold out a little longer, until the happy hour of deliverance comes, for I 
cannot lift my soul to you if you of your goodness bring me not nigh. 
   Help me to be diffident, watchful, tender, lest I offend my blessed friend in thought 
and behavior; I confide in you and lean upon you, and need you at all times to assist 
and lead me. 
   O that all my distresses and apprehensions might prove but Christ’s school to 
make me fit for greater service by teaching me the great lesson of humility. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience                  Jer. 31:3, 11, 20 

Hymn: Jeremiah 31                                                                  bulletin 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading: Jer. 31:1-22 

Message: The Song of Jacob 

Closing Hymn                                    Hymn #170 

Prayer of Benediction 

Sermon Notes 
The Song of Jacob 

Jeremiah 31 
 

 
The Lord's rebuilding causes: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord's remnant is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord's ransom: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Lord's reproof: 
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Working unto the Glory of God 

Gene Edward Veith 
 

oing something really well and then giving God credit for it—-this is 
the antidote to pride. When you achieve something that you can 
really feel good about, such as hitting a baseball, making a sale, 

helping a client, making a good product, or connecting with an audience, you 
may be tempted to glorify yourself. You may be tempted to indulge in what 
the King James translation calls “vainglory” (Phil. 2:3). But instead, you can 
channel that glory to God Himself, who gave you the ability, the opportunity, 
and the vocation that made the achievement possible. Paradoxically, the 
great accomplishment makes you feel humble, instead of proud, whereupon 
you glorify God. 

God’s glory refers to His surpassing excellence, His wondrous 
goodness, His infinite majesty. We glorify Him—that is, we acknowledge His 
glory—when we praise and worship Him. The Psalms are full of such praise: 
 
                             Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, 
                             ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
                             Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; 
                             worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness. (Ps. 29:1–2) 
 
But Scripture says that we should also glorify Him in every facet of our lives. 
“Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). This includes our 
God-given vocations. And it applies in our mundane, ordinary lives—even 
apart from some great accomplishment. 

One way we can glorify God in our work is to do our very best. 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might” (Eccl. 9:10). In 
Colossians, in the context of a passage specifically about vocation—husbands, 
wives, children, parents, servants, masters—the Apostle Paul says, 
“Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men” (Col. 3:23). 
“Heartily” means “from the heart.” When we do good work, we honor the 
Lord who called us to that work. 

The passage also shows how we can be motivated to do good work. 
We are to work “as for the Lord.” In his great discourse on the various 
vocations in Ephesians 5–6, Paul underscores this point in his discussion of 
how “bondservants” (in terms of our economic system, we could apply this 

D 
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to employees) should serve their “masters” (we could apply this to 
employers): 

 
Bondservants, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, 

with a sincere heart, as you would Christ, not by the way of eye-service, as 
people-pleasers, but as bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the 
heart, rendering service with a good will as to the Lord and not to man. (Eph. 
6:5–7) 

 
Imagine having the world’s worst boss. How could you give your best 

work for someone like that? Don’t work for him. Work for God. Doing your 
work “as to the Lord” will cause you to work “heartily,” and it also glorifies 
God. 
 

One way we can glorify God in our 
work is to do our very best. 

 
God providentially rules and cares for His entire creation, choosing to do so 
in part by working through ordinary human beings. His purpose for vocation 
is to bestow His gifts by means of what we do—providing daily bread through 
the vocations of farmers and bakers; protecting us by means of lawful 
magistrates; healing by means of doctors and nurses; creating and caring for 
new life by means of parents; proclaiming His Word by means of pastors. 
Therefore, the purpose of our vocations is to love and serve our neighbors. 
When we do so, God works through us to bestow His blessings. The Apostle 
Peter makes the connections between vocation, service, and glorifying God: 
 

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good 
stewards of God’s varied grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles 
of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies—in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus 
Christ. To him belong glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Peter 
4:10–11) 

 
When we work purely for our self-interests, we glorify ourselves. 

When we work to serve others, we glorify God. 
Wanting glory for ourselves comes to us easily. Even the Apostles 

James and John were ambitious for their share in the glory of Jesus. “Grant 

us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory” (Mark 
10:37). The other disciples were indignant, but Jesus was gentle with them, 
not rebuking them, exactly, but showing them that sharing in His glory is 
different from sharing in the world’s glory: 

 
You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it 

over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. But it shall not 
be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. For even 
the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. (vv. 42–45) 

 
Christ’s glory is in His cross, and through His cross, with our crosses 

of self-sacrificing service, God glorifies us (Luke 9:23–26; 2 Cor. 4:1–7). 
Most of us have ordinary vocations, yet we can be thankful in our 

work. “The one who offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me” (Ps. 
50:23). To feel gratitude to God is to recognize our dependence on Him and 
to exult in His unfathomable grace. And “as grace extends to more and more 
people it may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God” (2 Cor. 4:15). 
___________________________________________________________ 
Gene Edward Veith, “Working unto the Glory of God,” Tabletalk, Sept. 2018 

 


