
The Lord’s Day 
September 13, 2020 

 
God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 

“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
  Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children. And walk in love, as Christ loved 
us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. But sexual 
immorality and all impurity or covetousness must not even be named among you, as 
is proper among saints. . . . addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody to the Lord with your heart, giving thanks always 
and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting 
to one another out of reverence for Christ.                                ~ Ephesians 5:1-6, 15-21 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him              from Revelation 2:18-29 

Elder: The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose 
feet are like burnished bronze. 

People:  He knows our works, our love, faith, service and endurance. 
Elder:  Let the church know that I am he who searches mind and heart. 
People:  May we hold fast until you come. 
Elder:  The one who overcomes and who keeps my works until the end, I will 

give authority over the nations. 
People:  He will give us the morning star. 
Elder:  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the church. 
People:  May his peace and promise rest upon us. 
Elder:  Let us worship God. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       How Firm a Foundation                                                                        Hymn #94 

 
The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 

Reading of the Law                                                                                                                    bulletin 
  Responsive Reading of the Moral Law from the Psalms 
 
Confession of Sin                                                                                  Unison Prayer 
Heavenly Father, save us entirely from sin. We know that we are righteous only 
through the righteousness of another, and we long for our likeness to be the likeness 
of Him. We are Your children and should bear Your image with holiness as well as 
with joy. Enable us to recognize our death unto sin. When it tempts us may we be 

deaf unto its voice. Deliver us from the invasion as well as the dominion of sin. Grant 
us to walk as Christ walked, to live in the newness of his life, the life of love, the life 
of faith, the life of holiness. Forgive, and kill these vices, have mercy on our unbelief, 
on our corrupt and wandering hearts. Let Your victory be apparent to our minds, and 
displayed in our lives. Fill us with grace daily, that our lives be a fountain of sweet 
water. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                           Romans 5:1-8  

 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      Faith of Our Fathers!                                                                         Hymn #570 
        
Intercessory Prayer  

 
Christ is Made Known to Us 

His Word is Opened to Us                      Dr. David G. Barker 
Scripture:  Ruth 2     

“The grass withers, the flower fades … 
But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  Courtship or Dating   
 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings 
           Offertory 
           *Doxology 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of our Procession into the World          

Alive in Christ                                                                                             bulletin 

 
*Benediction 

A parting hymn we sing around your table, Lord; 
Again our grateful tribute bring, our solemn vows record. 

                                                                                                                (Hymn 431, vs. 1) 
 
Postlude                                                                       *Congregation Standing 

 



Living and Growing in the Family of God 
A Good Reputation 

Ruth 2 
(see also: Ex. 19:4; 20:3, 5; Dt. 3210-11; Mt. 6:24; 2 Cor. 6:14-16) 

How should parents approach 
  their young people’s social relationships? 

a) Study & talk of the Bible’s teaching daily. 
b) Buy a shotgun. 
c) No dating until the father is dead. 

The book of Ruth provokes more _______________________ 

      than ______________________. 

A Christian marriage includes three parties: 

      _____________, ___________________, and _____________. 

 

How do we know what Boaz is like? 
 
 
How do we know what Ruth is like? 
 
 
Why is finding an “excellent wife” so hard? 
 
 
 
What makes young Christian men willing to compromise? 
 
 
 
The two questions to ask yourself before you begin a relationship: 

 

       __________ am I? 

 

 
        __________ am I? 
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Coming up in the Series 

Living and Growing in the Family of God: 

9/20   The Engagement & the Wedding 

9/27   When They Leave 

10/04 The Empty Nest & the Open Grave  



Responsive Reading of the Moral Law 
 From the Psalms 
 
Leader:     And God spoke all these words: I am the Lord your God. . . You  

    shall have no other gods before me. 
 
People:    Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in  

   your sight. 
 
Leader:     You shall not make for yourself an idol . . . You shall not bow  
                  down to them or worship them. 
 
People:    Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the  
                  Lord our Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of  
                  his pasture, the flock under his care. 
 
Leader:     You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
 
People:     O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 
 
Leader:     Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
 
People:     How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty! Better is  
                   one day in your courts than a thousand elsewhere. 
 
Leader:     You shall not murder. 
 
People:     Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my  
                   anxious thoughts. See if there is any offensive way in me.  
 
Leader:     You shall not commit adultery. 
 
People:     You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the  
                   light of your presence. 
 
Leader:     You shall not steal. 
 
People:     Have mercy on me, O God . . . blot out my transgressions. 
 

Leader:     You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
 
People:     Keep me from deceitful ways; be gracious to me through your  
                   law. 
 
Leader:     You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet  
                   your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his ox  
                   or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 
People:     Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish  
                   gain, save me form all my transgressions. 
 
Leader:     The Lord is near to all who call on him, to all who call on him in  
                   truth. He fulfills the desire of those who fear him; he hears  
                   their cry and saves them. 
 
People:     My mouth will speak in praise of the Lord, let every creature  
                   praise his holy name for ever and ever. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Breeze F., Missy J., Paulina v., and Madeline S. 
 
Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she cares 
for him in their home. 
 
Debbie H., daughter of Donna R., has been diagnosed with metastasized melanoma 
in her lung and is receiving immunotherapy. She had some lab work done last week 
and her liver enzyme count is up. Please pray for the doctors as they consider the 
changes for her infusion therapy and for her return to good health. 
 
College Students as they study online. 
 
Karen E.: Praise the Lord for the successful emergency surgery!  Pray for healing and 
strength for her at home as she starts the long road to recovery. 
 
Jon and Christina S. as they continue to care for her mom. 
 
Please pray for the Coulbournes, the Craigs, and the Williams who are home on HMA 
as well as the Meiners, who are retiring June 2021, as they try to see supporters in 
person or on Zoom. This is a challenging time to be on HMA. 
 
The van Zuylen Family in their sorrow with the death of Ria. 
 
Norm and Nancy S. in their sorrow with the deaths of their mothers, Lola and Edith. 
 
Tammy, sister-in-law of Nancy S., is doing much better. She is now able to take oral 
medications for the infection, her wound is healing and she is walking, even without 
her walker at times. Tammy and her husband, Keith, thank you for your prayers. 
 
The Brock Family: Please pray for the Brocks in Toulouse as they with their partners 
try to engineer their worship service to comply with court restrictions including one 
that they only use ¼ of the space they have.  
 
Karen S. as she pursues doctor’s advice pertaining to her hip/lower back which has 
been acutely bothering her for weeks. 
 

Mel B., the uncle of our member Mikayla K., diagnosed with seizure disorder. 
 
Kevin, Kristen L.’s brother, as he recovers from a stroke. 
 
Marilyn C., mother of Christina S., with multiple myeloma, who is now living with Jon 
and Christina. Please pray especially for Marilyn’s salvation. 
 
Dave B., Jill K.’s foster brother, as he continues treatment for cancer. 

 
Scott P., brother of Kent P., as he goes through long term chemo and immunotherapy 
to keep the cancer in check as long as possible.  
 

Anna C., friend of the Stewarts, continues to battle metastatic breast cancer.  
 
Kathleen M. as she continues to wrestle with her cancer.  
 
Kayla, granddaughter of Doug and Chris T.. Pray for healing and endurance as she 
continues treatment for optic nerve glioma.  

______________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
September 13 - 19, 2020 

 
 

Lord’s Day: 11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service 
    7:30 pm Young Adult Study at Hathaways 
Monday:     3:30 pm Care Food Night 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Wednesday:   6:30 pm Kids’ Quest 
    6:30 pm Quest 
    6:30 pm Ladies’ Bible Study on Philippians 
    6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study on Philippians 
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 ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nicholas Hathaway will 
be preaching from Isaiah 54-55: The Song of the Barren. 
 
Young Adult Study: The Young Adults will be meeting this evening at 7:30 pm at the 
Hathaway home to study the book of 1 Corinthians. Contact Patrick K. if you would 
like to be added to the contact list for this group. 
 
Care Food Night: Our next opportunity to feed the homeless of Harford County will 
be TOMORROW, September 14 at Calvary Baptist Church. If you would like to 
volunteer, please plan on arriving at 3:30 pm. See Pam M. with questions. 
 
Family Night Programs are resuming! Join us beginning THIS WEDNESDAY NIGHT, 
September 16, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm, for our Family Night Program which includes 
classes for all ages.  
 
Women’s Bible Study on Philippians: All women are invited to attend the 
Wednesday evening Ladies Bible Study on Philippians, Wednesdays, September 16 – 
November 18, 2020, from 6:30 – 8:00 pm, in the Conference/Library room at NCPC. 
We will read through this letter from Paul to the Philippians at the beginning, review 
local history, observe its purposes and theme, and study the text to discuss how he 
proclaimed Christ and our joy in Him. We have clear, fog-resistant visors for our use. 
Please send an email to Nancy C.  
 
Volunteers Needed: Cole P. will be stepping down from the sound board ministry as 
of December 13th, 2020. He is seeking volunteers high school age to 99. If you’re 100, 
we’ll talk. The training process needs to begin prior to December 13th. Please contact 
Pastor Barker, Cole P., Kent P., or Matt B. if you are interested. Preferably three or 
more volunteers are needs to create a once-a-month rotation at the board. 
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Volunteers Needed! 
Hurricane Laura was the strongest Hurricane to strike the State of 
Louisiana since 1856! It was so powerful that it pushed the Mississippi 
River backwards! The damages are massive. 
 

It claimed 15 lives and 324,000 customers are still without power.  Over 
17,000 workers are trying to reestablish power to the community. 
 

MNA Disaster Response has established a Volunteer Staging Site in 
Lake Charles, Louisiana. Help is desperately needed. We are in need of 
Chainsaw teams to cut and remove trees that have caused damage.  
We are also in need of roofing teams to repair existing damages. 
 

There is always a need for financial support during times like these. 
 

If you would like to give,  

Go to: give.pcamna.org 

Or mail to: Mission To North America 
P.O. Box 890233  

Charlotte, NC 28289-0233 
 

If you would like to serve as a volunteer, 
Please register at:   

resources.pcamna.org 
 

If you have any questions please contact: 
Mark Willett/Mid-Atlantic Specialist 

mwillett@pcanet.org 
804-980-4356 

 

 
 
 
 

 
Save the Date: Monday 9/21 

 

Dear Pro-Life Partner, 
We've all been through a lot these last few months... but rather than 
allow COVID-19 to stop Maryland Right to Life's largest fundraiser of 
the year, we decided to move the event ONLINE to ensure that we can 
continue to be your voice for our state's most vulnerable....and so you 
can attend and be inspired - from the safety and comfort of your home! 
 

Here are the details so you can save the date... 
What: "Hope for Life in Maryland" Virtual Event 
Date: Monday, September 21 
Time: 7:00 PM Eastern Time 
 

This event is our largest fundraiser of the year and is mission-critical to 
our work. We are excited that we can bring this event to you online. 
Had the 2020 banquet been canceled, it could have been devastating 
to our ability to be your voice in Annapolis. If you have a computer or 
mobile device and an Internet connection, you can easily join us...  
         ...so claim your spot right now! 

 

To register go to www.webcastsuccess.com/mdrtl 
Register to Attend — for FREE 

We'll have much more to say in the days ahead. But we can't wait to 
be together with you online Monday, September 21st at 7pm!  

 
For Life, 
Your Maryland Right to Life Team 

 

 



New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
September 13, 2020 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close the Lord’s Day          Is. 54:1; 55:1, 3 

Prayer of Adoration 

A Hymn to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 
Hymn #670 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition             Is. 54:4, 7-8 
 and the Way of Salvation                 Is. 55:6-7 

Unison Prayer 
 Almighty God, you who are rich in mercy to all those who call upon you, 
hear us as we come to you, humbly confessing our sins, and imploring your mercy 
and forgiveness.  We have broken your holy laws by our deeds and by our words, and 
by the sinful affections of our hearts. 
 We confess before you our disobedience and ingratitude, our pride and 
willfulness, and all our failures and shortcomings toward you and our fellow man.  
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, and out of your great goodness, grant 
that we may hereafter serve and please you in newness of life, through the merit and 
mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience                  Is. 54:17 

Isaiah 26                                                                                    bulletin 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading: Is. 54:1-55:13 

Message: The Song of the Barren 

Closing Hymn                         Hymn #401 

Prayer of Benediction 

Sermon Notes 
The Song of the Barren 

Isaiah 54:1-55:13 
 

 
The new covenant gives such joy-filled fruitfulness that we won't be 
able to hold it in.  54:1-3 
 
 
The new covenant finds us in our fear, shame, grief, confusion, and 
disgrace and lifts us to the Redeemer's side. 54:4-8 
 
 
The new covenant pictures the love of God on the other side of 
terrifying, earth-wide judgment. 54:9-10 
 
 
The new covenant justifies and establishes God's people in orderly, 
unassailable beauty. 54:14-17 
 
 
The new covenant allows us, despite our lack of resources, to lay hold 
of the most critical means for our life and flourishing if we go to the 
Lord for love . 55:1-3 
 
 
The new covenant is accomplished by a great military commander 
whose power lifts us up and sways foreigners to now be our allies. 
55:4-5 
 
 
The Lord is so high and so holy that we must come out of our sin and 
unto obedience as He calls us to Himself. 55:6-11 
 
 
Creation itself will be permanently renewed with joy after judgment. 
55:12-13 
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The Seed of Divorce 

by Tim Challies 
 
 

 recently sat with a group of young adults, men and women in their late 
teens and early twenties, and we spoke about singleness, dating, and 
courtship. Eventually the conversation advanced to marriage and to both 

the joys and the difficulties of marriage. We realized together that as these 
young adults are considering relationships and begin to pursue marriage, 
they are wondering how they can divorce-proof their marriages. Many of 
them have grown up surrounded by divorce and its effects. Some are afraid 
of commitment because they are afraid they may not be able to keep that 
commitment. 
 
One young man asked how to ensure that a couple does not bring into their 
marriage a seed that could bloom into divorce. And it did not take me more 
than a moment to realize that in my marriage and in your marriage and in 
every marriage, there is already the seed of divorce. In every marriage is an 
issue, a belief, a habit, a heart idolatry—indeed, many of them—that can lead 
easily and naturally to the complete destruction of the union. The world, the 
flesh, and the devil are all committed to the destruction of marriage, and each 
of those enemies brings its own evil seeds. The question is not whether those 
seeds are or will be present in a marriage, but what we will do with them. 
 
It may be that in your marriage, you have allowed the seed of divorce to grow. 
Perhaps it has already put down roots and is digging in. Maybe it has already 
poked its head through the soil and begun to grow to full bloom. Do not 
despair. There is still hope for your marriage. A marriage is not ruined by the 
presence of such seeds but by accepting, ignoring, or embracing them. 
 
The very same seeds that may lead to destruction may also lead to increased 
strength and growth. Though powerful forces are arrayed against marriage, 
God is the creator of marriage, and He is far more committed to its growth 
than Satan is to its destruction. 
 
Each of those seeds that may lead to divorce represents an opportunity for 
health. Each is an opportunity for a couple to have open and honest 
discussion, to identify these seeds, to talk about them, and to commit to 

I 
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stand firmly against them. Each represents a matter to take to the Lord 
together in prayer, to seek God’s strength and protection. And, of course, 
each represents an area in which the Bible can and must speak. Those seeds 
of error are countered and overcome by the truth of Scripture. 
 
Stuart Scott says it well: “The more each mind is renewed (changed) by the 
Scripture, the more similarly a couple will think (Rom. 12:2). One of the worst 
things a couple can do is work to change one another into each other’s 
likeness. They are to be changed, rather, into Christ’s likeness.” 
___________________________________________________________ 
Tim Challies, “The Seed of Divorce,” Tabletalk, Feb. 2014 

 


