
The Lord’s Day 
September 12, 2021 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”           Psalm 23 
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
He leads me beside the still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in paths of 
righteousness for his name’s sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; you 
anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                  Isaiah 30:29, 30; 62:11 

Elder: Daughter of Zion, behold your salvation comes. 
People:  The Lord will cause his majestic voice to be heard, and you shall have 

gladness of heart. 
Elder:  Let us worship God. 
People: We will worship our God. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Psalm 23: The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want                           Hymn #87 
       Give Praise to God                                               Worship Handbook, pg. 26 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
 
Scripture Reading 
     Responsive Reading of Psalm 46                                         Hymnal, pg. 802 
 
Call to Confession 
We cannot come before God unless we are first honest with ourselves about who we 
are, about the mistakes we make, and about how well or poorly we care for others. 
In this spirit, let us offer our prayers to God. 

 
Prayer of Confession                                    Elder-led Prayer and Silent Prayer 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                Romans 8:15-17 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness                                                            Hymn #32 
 
His Faithfulness is to all Generations 
        Saying Goodbye to Friends:  The Gischel Family 
 
Intercessory Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
 
Hymn of Prayer 
       The Power of the Cross                                 Worship Handbook, pg. 70 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                Dr. David G. Barker 

Scripture:  Psalm 56 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  9/11 – 20 Years Later 
 

Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

 
Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory          
       *Gloria Patri  (Hymn #735) 
 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       A Mighty Fortress Is Our God                                                       Hymn #92 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                                 

The Lord will guard the righteous well, their way to him is known; 
The way of sinners, far from God, shall surely be o’erthrown. 

                                                                                                                (Hymn 558, vs. 5) 

 
Postlude                                                                        

*Congregation Standing 



After Twenty Years: 
What Does It Mean to Trust in God? 

Psalm. 56 
(see also: 1 Sam. 17:23ff; 27; Dn. 5; Mt. 7:24-27; 10:28-32; Jn. 8:12; Rom. 

8:31; 2 Cor. 4:7-11; Phil. 4:19; Heb. 13:6) 
 
In order to trust God, you must 
I.  first  ____________  God. 
 
 
 
Do I call on the name of God or do I just swear? 

 A. 
 
 
 B. 
 
 

II.  then, __________  ___  God. 

 A. 
 
 
 B. 
 
 
 C. 
 
 

III.  and also, you must  _______  ________________  ____  God. 

“It is a  ____________  fear that drives us to trust.” (C. Spurgeon) 
 
Faith  ______!!! 
 
 
My faith/testimony/confidence must be ____________. 
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My Own Thoughts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



A Celebration 
of Historical Reformation 

 

October 3 – 31, 2021 
 

The Puritans 

 

All of Life to the Glory of God 
 

Featuring the Media Gratiae Production: Puritan 
 

New Covenant 
Presbyterian Church 

Preaching God’s Sovereign Grace to a World of Need 
128 St. Mary’s Church Rd. 

Abingdon, MD  21009 
410-569-0289  www.ncpres.org 

www.ephesians515.com 

Introduction to the Puritans – September 26, 2021 
All of Life to the Glory of God 

Join us for worship, beginning at 11:00 am 

A Christian Education Course: 
  A Survey of Puritans and Puritanism 

Sept. 12   The Historical Context 
Sept. 19   The Puritan Reality vs. Stereotype 
Sept. 26   The Origin of Puritanism 
Oct. 3   Foundational Elements of Puritanism 
Oct. 10 & 17  Harmony & Diversity 
Oct. 24   The Essential Spiritual Life 
Oct. 31 & Nov. 7               The Essential Godly Life 
Nov. 14   The Essential Ministerial Life 
Nov. 21 & 28  The Essential Church Mission 
Dec. 5   The Waning of Puritanism in England 
Dec. 12   Scottish Puritanism 
Dec. 19   Dutch Puritanism 
Dec. 26   Profiting from the Puritans Today 

Join us beginning at 9:30 am each morning 

Men’s Bible Study – Sept. 15-Nov. 17 
  Puritan George Swinnock on Psalm 73 

Join us Wednesday evenings, beginning at 7 pm 

Plus Our Lord’s Day Evening Lecture Series: 
  The American Puritans 

October 3 – A Necessary Overview of New World Colonization 
  The Good, the Bad, & the Ugly … but not the myth! 

October 10 – “The New England Way” 
   John Winthrop, and John Cotton 

October 17 – Spiritual Warfare 
   The Truth about Cotton Mather 

October 24 – Puritans and Education 
   Harvard, Yale, The Log College 

October 31 – A Heart for the Indigenous Peoples 
   John Eliot, David & John Brainerd 

November 7 - The Great Awakening 
   Solomon Stoddard and Jonathan Edwards 

Join us Lord’s Day Evenings – 5:30 pm 

 

 

http://www.ncpres.org/
http://www.ephesians515.com/


  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Kendra O., Audra T., Annie H., and Kate B. 
 
Liam David B., covenant son of Stephen and Gretchen B., was born on 
September 4th! Congratulations to the B. family! 
 
On Thursday, September 9th, Nathan M.’s mother, Mary Ellen, passed into 
glory to be with her Savior! Please pray for Nathan, his sister Hannah, and 
Cathy as they mourn her passing. 
 
Please pray for the family of Sandy G. Her father’s burial was yesterday. Her 
mother is now home from the hospital and is recovering well. Her sister is 
intubated and struggling.  
 
Ruth B. as she continues to recover in rehab from a fall. 
 
Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she 
cares for him. 
 
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 
Bob (neighbor of Sueann W.) –cancer on his vocal cords. 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – for spiritual strength as she  
        undergoes chemo and immunotherapy treatment for liver and lung  
        cancer 
Scott (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer 
Kathleen M. (founding member of NCPC, now at LHPC) – cancer 

 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway 
will be preaching from Philippians 1:12-30: Suffering for Jesus’ Sake.   
 
Picnic and Play: We invite everyone to stay after worship TODAY for a Picnic 
and Play to help us send off the Gischels before their move to Florida! You 
should plan to bring your own picnic lunch, as well as blankets, canopies, or 
chairs for eating outside together. 
 
Young Adult Bible Study:  Our group will be meeting TONIGHT at Wes P.’s 
home after the Evening Worship Service to continue our study through 1 
Corinthians.   
 
Care Food Night: Our next opportunity to feed the homeless of Harford 
County will be on Monday, September 20, at Calvary Baptist Church. See Pam 
M. with questions. 
 
Volunteers Needed for WIC Board:  Ladies!  Our NCPC WIC Board needs 2 or 
3 more volunteers to serve in this important and vital ministry.  If you are 
interested, please see Janet Barker. 
 

Bridal Gift for Emily M.:  If you would like to bless Emily and Elliott for their 
upcoming wedding, please give your contribution to Janet B., to be used 
toward a group gift or gift card.  This will be done in lieu of a shower. 
 

Baby Shower for Kendra O. hosted by FHPC:  All ladies are invited to join 
Forest Hill for a baby shower for Kendra on Saturday, Sept 25th,                     11 
am – 1 pm.  To see the shower invite and details, go to this link:  
http://evite.me/taUfhHCN6E 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

The flowers at the pulpit are in memory of  
Joe Maggitti and of all those who  

lost their lives on September 11, 2001. 
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THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
September 12-18, 2021 

 
Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    1:00 pm Picnic & Play 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service  
    7:30 pm Young Adult Bible Study 
Monday:       6:45 pm American Heritage Girls 
Tuesday:     10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Wednesday:   6:30 pm Kids Quest 
    6:30 pm Quest 
    6:30 pm Vision 
    6:30 pm Ladies’ Bible Study on James 
    6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study on Psalm 73 
Saturday:   1:00 pm Youth to Farmfest at Restoration Farm 
 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
Sept 12: Toddler:   Dan F., Stacey B. 
Sept 19: Toddler:   Susan S., Lili C. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

Middle and High School 

Bible Reading Schedule 
 

September 12-18, 2021 
Middle:  Romans 1:1-17 
  Romans 1:18-32 
  Romans 2:1-11 
  Romans 2:12-29 
  Romans 3:1-20 
 High: Psalm 1 

     Psalm 2 
     Psalm 3 
     Psalm 4 
     Psalm 5 

Psalm 6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
September 12, 2021 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day           Ps. 68:4 

Prayer of Adoration 

Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition          Ps. 68:1-2 
 and the Way of Salvation             Ps. 66:3 

Unison Prayer 
 
 Unison Prayer: 
Lord, high and holy, meek and lowly, Thou hast brought me to the valley of vision, 
where I live in the depths but see Thee in the heights; hemmed in by mountains of sin 
I behold Thy glory. Let me learn by paradox that the way down is the way up, that to 
be low is to be high, that the broken heart is the healed heart, that the contrite spirit is 
the rejoicing spirit, that the repenting soul is the victorious soul, that to have 
nothing is to possess all, that to bear the cross is to wear the crown, that to give is to 
receive, that the valley is the place of vision. Lord, in the daytime stars can be seen 
from deepest wells, and the deeper the wells the brighter Thy stars shine; let me find 
Thy light in my darkness, Thy life in my death, Thy joy in my sorrow, Thy grace in 
my sin, Thy riches in my poverty, Thy glory in my valley. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience          Ps. 68:5-6 

Psalm 68                           Worship Handbook 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading:  Philippians 1:12-30 

Message: Suffering for Jesus’ Sake 

Closing Hymn     Trinity Hymnal 609 

Prayer of Benediction 

Studies in the Pastoral Epistles 
Suffering for Jesus’ Sake 

Philippians 1:12-30 
 

Theme: Rejoice, knowing that the Lord has given you suffering to 
advance the Gospel. 
 
 
 
It's maddening when others take advantage of your suffering. 1:15-18 
 
 
 
Suffering for Jesus' sake enlightens pagans. 1:13 
 
 
 
Suffering for Jesus' sake inspires Christians. 1:14, 1:25 
 
 
 
Suffering for Jesus' sake becomes deliverance through prayer. 1:19 
 
 
 
Suffering for Jesus' sake makes us desire to depart. 1:23 
 
 
 
Suffering for Jesus sake scares us. 1:28 
 
 
 
Suffering for Jesus' sake is a military honor 29-30 
 
 
 
 
 
New Covenant Presbyterian Church, PCA, Abingdon, MD  (410) 569-0289 



Generation 9/11 
The Sept. 11 terror attacks 20 

years ago changed the trajectory 

of young Americans’ lives and 

gave many a cynical outlook on 

the world. But some have found 

redeeming outcomes in the 

aftermath of terrorism, war, and 

discouragement 

 
 

Matthew Strong was 21 years old on Sept. 11, 2001, when 19 al-Qaeda 

terrorists launched a coordinated attack on the United States from within its 

borders. After hijacking four jetliners, the terrorists flew two into the World 

Trade Center in New York City, one into the Pentagon in Washington, D.C., 

and one—failing to reach its destination—into a field near Shanksville, Pa.  

     Nearly 3,000 people died in the terror attack—the deadliest ever on U.S. 

soil.  

     Not far from Shanksville, Strong, a recent college graduate, was working 

an internship at an insurance company in Pittsburgh at the time, hoping to 

become a financial adviser. But after the attacks, the stock market dove and 

financial companies froze hiring. Strong never attained his career in finance.  

     Besides his career trajectory, the 9/11 attacks and resulting War on Terror 

ultimately changed the city Strong planned to live in and reshaped his political 

views. They would also affect his family and his personal outlook in ways he 

couldn’t imagine.  

     The 9/11 attacks, launching two decades of war on the backs of a volunteer 

military force, influenced a generation of young Americans, shifting not only 

careers but attitudes about the world. After feeling a burst of patriotism 

immediately after 9/11, millennials became less hopeful about the future than 

their parents. They have less trust in institutions, including government, media, 

and the church. 

     “9/11 changed the world, but it changed the world more for millennials,” 

millennial pollster John Della Volpe told the Hartford Courant in 2009. 

 
 
 

But some of those emerging adults, including Strong, also found ways to 

redeem the aftermath of terror attacks, war, and discouragement about the 

future. Here are a few of their stories.  

 

THE STRONG FAMILY–the Rev. Nate Strong, Vicki Strong, and their three 

children—have deep family roots in Albany, Vt., a small town near the 

Canadian border. Nate and Vicki homeschooled Matthew, Jesse, and their 

daughter Heather, and the kids grew up close-knit: When they went separate 

ways to college, Matthew and his younger brother Jesse would say “I love 

you” to each other at the end of every phone call.  

     Two weeks before 9/11, Jesse had graduated from Marine Corps boot camp. 

Vicki says she hadn’t thought about the implications of her son being in the 

military until 9/11 happened. He had joined in peacetime, and to her it seemed 

like her son had gone to camp. After the attacks, she called him to see how he 

was feeling, and he assured her he wasn’t afraid.  

     Jesse had finished a college degree at Liberty University and started on a 

seminary degree when he was deployed to Iraq in 2004. He served in Anbar 

province, which included cities like Fallujah, where fighting was especially 

fierce. In November 2004, he wrote a letter to fifth graders at a Catholic school 

near his hometown in Vermont. 

     “It is pretty dangerous where I am, but the Lord always watches out for 

me,” he wrote. Then he reminded the fifth graders it was important for them 

to know God. “No matter what happens, God always has your best interests in 

mind. That means that God always does what is best for you—even when it 

seems hard. He loves each one of you very much.” 

Two months later, insurgents killed Jesse Strong and three other Marines in an 

ambush attack.  

     The Strong family went into 

shock. Jesse’s parents joined a 

support group of Gold Star 

parents who had also lost 

children, but Vicki worried her 

children had fewer coping 

tools.  

     Matthew had a good friend 

who surprised him by traveling 

up to Vermont for the two 

weeks surrounding Jesse’s 

funeral. But he otherwise 

struggled to know how to 

grieve. He recalls the feeling of 

 
Chris Hondros/Getty Images  

 
Matthew Strong and his parents, Vicki and 

Nate, stand next to a memorial at their home 

dedicated to Matthew’s brother Jesse, who 

was killed in action in 2005. Photo by Paul 

Rogers/genesis 



wondering, “Did my body forget how to breathe?”  

     He coped by managing the mountain of mail the family received every day. 

He watched his sister struggle at college, where young friends didn’t know 

how to comfort her and professors chastised her for missing classes. 

There was also a generational divide in the family’s grief: Vicki drew hope 

from the patriotic, unified national response after 9/11, and her son’s sacrifice 

helped inspire her to run successfully for office as a state representative. Jesse 

fought for freedom in Iraq, and she would do the same at home. She recalls the 

family’s hometown newspaper running a front-page photo of an Iraqi woman 

voting—Iraq’s first free elections in a half century—above the story about 

Jesse’s death. 

     “Jesse was defending the polls for their first election. … Women voted 

while our son’s body was being shipped home to us,” she says, tearing up. 

“And that to me said, Jesse’s life and death weren’t in vain.” 

     Vicki’s recollections of the aftermath are mostly hope-filled. She says 

family members came to faith in Christ after Jesse’s funeral, and she describes 

a supernatural lack of bitterness against those who killed her son. 

But Matthew says he had “a lot of anger.” He remembers being specifically 

upset about soldiers like his brother not having properly armored vehicles, a 

problem that U.S. troops had confronted Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld 

about at the time. Matthew became a libertarian, and he began to distrust 

official statements coming from Washington. 

     “I became more cynical about government and media and the world at 

large,” he says. 

 

SOCIOLOGISTS ACKNOWLEDGE that millennials tend to be more 

cynical than older generations. Millennials feel an outrage about bad things in 

the world, but also feel powerless to fix them. And while trust in social 

institutions has declined for decades across demographics, the 2001 terror 

attacks and aftermath may have accelerated that distrust of institutions for 

millennials. 

     “Boomers have much more of a sense of confidence, security, changing the 

world, even after the late ’60s when things were really dark,” said Christian 

Smith, a sociologist at the University of Notre Dame who has studied 

millennials. “In terms of ontological security, the world feels at a basic level 

to millennials that it’s not necessarily the case that things are going to be OK. 

And 9/11 had to have had something to do with that.” 

     Smith himself remembers hearing on the radio the daily death counts from 

the Vietnam War, but he says Americans at that time still felt more in control 

of their destiny and purpose than younger Americans do now. He sees a streak 

of nihilism among millennials—“Not total despair, but just lowered 

expectations.” 

Conspiracy theories have blossomed as young people have less and less trust 

in scientists, journalists, and others in positions of authority—compounded by 

U.S. government scandals over intelligence on weapons of mass destruction in 

Iraq and spying programs on American citizens. 

     “It accelerated things that were already in the works. It’s not like everything 

was x until 2001, and then it turned into z,” said Smith. 

     “9/11 made me feel fear in almost every area where I didn’t feel it before. 

Who knows if that’s a product of 9/11 or a product of growing up.”  

Demographers Neil Howe and William Strauss, who coined the term 

“millennial,” have said that older millennials who clearly remember 9/11 and 

the beginning of the War on Terror are risk-averse and closer to their parents 

than previous generations. 

     That’s especially true for certain millennials who experienced the attacks 

in their backyard. 

     Dana Sutherland, 40, a public-school administrator in the South Bronx, 

grew up on Long Island. She was in a staff meeting last year when staffers got 

into a debate about whether the COVID-19 pandemic is a bigger deal than the 

9/11 terror attacks. New York transplants and younger people thought the 

pandemic was more significant. 

     Sutherland and the other New Yorkers disagreed: September 11 was still 

the worst day of their lives, when everything changed and nothing felt safe 

anymore. 

     When the attacks happened, Sutherland was studying abroad in Italy, and 

she remembers the panic of being unable to get in touch with anyone back 

home. “I felt like I was jerked into another world that I didn’t expect. I just 

remember the absolute fear and terror of that day, feeling like life would never 

be the same,” she says. Only a day or two later did she learn her close friend’s 

brother had died, along with several dozen people from her Long Island town, 

including neighbors she’d grown up with. 

     A British student in her study program told her after the attacks, “It’s about 

time something happened to you,” meaning America. A Jewish friend of 

Sutherland’s had phone calls from her mom telling her not to wear anything 

that would mark her as Jewish. 

     Sutherland experiences a lot of anxiety now, which she doesn’t think she 

was prone to. “Is that genetics? Maybe,” she says. “But 9/11 made me feel fear 

in almost every area where I didn’t feel it before. Who knows if that’s a product 

of 9/11 or a product of growing up.” 

     For years in New York she remembers looking around on the train for 

anything suspicious, like someone with a big bag. If she spotted something, 

she got off the train regardless of the stop. She never has visited the 9/11 

Memorial Museum and doesn’t think she could bear it. She can’t watch a 

movie where the attacks are part of the plot or read books about it. 



     She completed her master’s degree in London, and while other friends got 

jobs there, she went back to Long Island. “I would never leave my family,” 

she says. “It changed my outlook.” 

     She now works with children in the South Bronx who have experienced 

post-traumatic stress disorder, and she feels in some way Sept. 11 gave her a 

window into that experience. 

 

JEREMIAH SWANSON, now 

37, joined the U.S. Army in 

2006, feeling a sense of patriotic 

duty and hoping to learn Arabic. 

He became an Arabic linguist 

and worked in intelligence, 

deploying to Afghanistan, where 

U.S. and Afghan forces battled 

Taliban militants amid a surge in 

suicide bombings and growing 

anti-American sentiment there. 

     Swanson would eventually 

come to view the U.S. wars in 

the Middle East as 

“destabilizing,” wars that 

“disproportionately harmed local Christian communities throughout the 

region.” He thinks individual Americans joined out of an “act of virtue … 

separate from whether the war was justified or not.” 

     When he left active duty in 2011, the natural move as an Arabic linguist 

would have been to work in government intelligence. But he was interested in 

theology and the classics and wanted to work in a field more aligned with his 

“deeper values.” 

     As he began a series of postgraduate degrees related to the classics, 

however, Arabic kept appearing everywhere. He studied the Jewish 

philosopher Moses Maimonides and found his writings in Judeo-Arabic. He 

found Greek philosophers who wrote in Arabic, and then he learned some 

Syriac, an ancient language in Middle Eastern Christian communities. 

     “What Arabic did for me was to unlock Middle Eastern Christianity,” he 

said. 

     Studying Arabic and ancient history also helped him better understand 

Islam, which he views as valuable for Christians who want to be bridge 

builders and peacemakers. It also helps him better understand the cultural 

context for his current job as an analyst for international security operations at 

Samaritan’s Purse. He researches and writes up reports on risks for various 

regions and responds to security emergencies for Samaritan personnel. 

     He joined Samaritan’s Purse since, after leaving the military, he felt some 

moral responsibility to return to the Middle East and help rebuild those 

communities. He thinks highly of Samaritan’s relief and development work 

among Yazidis and others in northern Iraq. 

 

“NOTHING IS BEAUTIFUL and true,” says the 9-year-old main character 

in Jonathan Safran Foer’s best-selling 2005 novel Extremely Loud and 

Incredibly Close, which tells a story of a boy whose dad dies in the World 

Trade Center on 9/11. 

     Like the fictional boy, many real-life millennials who were children or 

teens when the Twin Towers collapsed have struggled against cynicism over 

the years. Still, some have learned to look beyond it. 

     For a decade, Matthew Strong wore his brother’s dog tags every day. Even 

today, Jesse’s death hasn’t stopped affecting him emotionally. 

     He cried on the phone remembering the beauty of his brother’s life. He 

thinks his brother’s death helped him understand Jesus’ suffering better, and 

why God allows bad things to happen. 

     Jesse was extremely friendly to anyone regardless of who they were, 

Matthew said. That’s why his funeral was packed and why the Strongs’ 

mailbox overflowed after his death. Matthew didn’t have that extreme 

friendliness: He said he can quickly perceive people’s personalities and avoids 

them if they don’t pass muster. But after Jesse died, Matthew reassessed how 

he approached other people. 

     “It made me have a real change of heart for people who need friends,” he 

said. “I have this ability to empathize with people and encourage them, so let’s 

not be so picky and choosy.” He thought about some of Jesse’s friends in the 

Marines who have struggled with the aftermath of the long wars and losses in 

the Middle East. He knew he could encourage them. 

Ultimately, despite the pain they’ll always share, Matthew thinks his family 

appreciates one another more than ever. 

     “Every time I talk to my parents or sister, it’s more meaningful now,” he 

said. “You don’t know when a last conversation would be.” 
________________________________________________________________ 

 

Emily is a senior reporter for WORLD Magazine. She is a World Journalism 

Institute graduate and previously reported for the New York Daily News, The 

Indianapolis Star, and Philanthropy magazine. Emily resides in New York City. 

 

 

Jeremiah Swanson felt some moral 
responsibility to return to the Middle 
East and help rebuild those 
communities. Photo by Marc J. 
Kawanishi/Genesis 
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