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God 1s our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear
Though the earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved
into the heart of the sea.
~ Psalm 46:1-2
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The Lord’s Day

September 13, 2026
God’s Call to Us to Worship Him
“Be still and know that | Am God” Psalm 11
*His Call to Us to Worship Him Psalm 95:1-7a
Elder: Oh come, let us sing to the LORD;
People: Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Elder: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make

a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

People: For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all
gods.

Elder: In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the
mountains are his also.

People: The seais his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry
land.

Elder: O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before
the LORD, our Maker!

People: For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

Elder: Let us worship our God.

*Prayer of Invocation

*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God
Give Praise to God Bulletin, pages 8-9
Ps.90: Our God, Our Help in Ages Past Bulletin, page 10

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us
Reading of the Law Matthew 23:1, 13-22

Call to Confession

We cannot come before God unless we are first honest with ourselves
about who we are, about the mistakes we make, and about how well or
poorly we care for others. In this spirit, let us offer our prayers to God.

Unison Prayer of Confession Bulletin, page 11



Assurance of His Pardon

In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we are assured that there is
no sin so terrible that God cannot forgive, no hurt so terrible that God
cannot heal. God accepts, God forgives, and God sets free. Receive the
forgiving love of God. Thanks be to God.

*Hymn of Thanksgiving
In Christ Alone Bulletin, pages 12-13

Intercessory Prayer

Christ is Made Known to Us
Hymn of Prayer
A Christian Home Bulletin, pages 14-15

His Word is Opened to Us Dr. David G. Barker
Scripture: Hebrews 11:8-16; 12:1-4
“The grass withers, the flower fades ...
But the Word of our God will stand forever.”
Message: God First

Prayer for Response and Obedience

We Depart with His Blessing

And Sending of His Spirit
Presenting His Tithes and Our Offerings
Offertory
*Gloria Patri

*Hymn of Our Procession Into the World
Ps.46: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God Bulletin, pages 16-17

*Charge and Benediction (Trinity Hymn Book #559, vs. 1)
Father, | know that all my life is portioned out for me;
The changes that are sure to come, | do not fear to see:
| ask thee for a present mind, intent on pleasing thee.

Postlude
*Congregation Standing



25 Years After 9/11

God First
Hebrews 11:8-16

(see also: Is. 5:20; Rom. 10:14-15; 12:2; Gal. 3; 1 Pet. 2:11-12)
Eric Liddell

a) lived only for his moment in the 1924 Olympics.

b) lived with one foot in the world and one foot in his faith.

c) lived only for his Lord.
What is Christ’s charge to Christians?
I. Remember you are a Christian first.

What was Abraham seeking?

How did he live his life?

Il. God’s people come from every nation, tribe, and tongue.
Should a Christian concern himself with missions to the world?

How might | do that?

[ll. Christians are to be supporters of their government.
#1) Our nation needs:

#2) Be:

#3) Be ready:

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? (Ps. 27:1, ESV)
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My Personal Thoughts

New Covenant Presbyterian Church, OPC, Abingdon, MD (410) 569-0289

5



New Covenant Presbyterian Church
Lord’s Day Evening Service
September 13, 2026

Welcome, Announcements
Call to Re-Gather at the close the Lord’s Day Psalm 82:1
Prayer of Adoration
Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God
Scriptural Warning

of the Human Condition Psalm 82:2-5

and the Way of Salvation Psalm 82:6-7
Unison Prayer

O God, most high, most glorious, The thought of your infinite
serenity cheers me, for | am toiling, troubled and distressed, but you are
for ever at perfect peace.

Revive deep spirituality in my heart; let me live near to the great
shepherd, hear his voice, know its tones, follow its calls. Keep me from
deception by causing me to abide in the truth, from harm by helping to
walk in the power of the Spirit.

Let me never be ashamed of the truth of the gospel, that | may
bear its reproach, vindicate it, see Jesus as its essence, know in it the
power of the Spirit. Grant me to know that I truly live only when | live to
you, that all else is trifling.

Thy presence alone can make me holy, devout, strong and happy.

Abide in me, gracious God. In Christ’s name, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement
to Hope and Obedience Psalm 82:8

Psalm 84 Bulletin, pages 18-19
Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving

Scripture Reading: 1 John :1-5

Message: Overcoming the World

Closing Hymn: Stand Up, Stand Up For Jesus Bulletin, page 20
Prayer of Benediction



Sermon Notes

Overcoming the World

| John 5:1-15
the Rev. Kurt Scharping

Believe in Jesus (vs. 4-5)

Keep God’s Commandments (vs. 1-3)

New Covenant Presbyterian Church, OPC, Abingdon, MD (410) 569-0289
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Give Praise to God
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1.Give praise to  God Who reigns a - bove
2.No one can coun - sel God all - wise
3.Noth - ing ex - ists that God might need
4.Cre - a - tion, life, sal - wva tion  too,
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His judg-ments are di - vine, de - wvout,
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We praise Him  as our Lord, and yet
come from and through our God al - ways,
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Paul & Jones, 1999

Based on Romana 11:33-36

James Montgomery Boice, 1999
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30 Our God, Our Help in Ages Past

Lord, vou have been our dwelling place ¢ eotg howt all ge nerarions. Ps 9]
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{. Our God, our hdp in a4 - pes past, our  hope for years w come,
2. Un - der the shad -ow of your throne your sainls have dwell s - cure;
3 Be - fore the hills in or - der stood, or earth re-ceived her  frame,
4. A thow -sand  a - ges in your sight are like an  eve-ning  mone;
» e .
1 | | "l I
i — : — |. 1
I ' I T T T T T 1 =
c F Oom G [ F E lNc F [ om [ [
E —i f —i | f } —1 IE —
F i | | | =y | 1
A ==
- = - * = - - I - » —
our shel - er from the storm- v blast, and our e - ter - nal home:
suf - fi -cent 15 wyour  arm  a - bone,  and our de - fense is sure.
from ey - e - last - ing vou are God, 1o end - less  years the  same.

short a5 the watch that  ends the night be - fore the ris - ing Sur.

5. The busy tribes of flesh and blood,
with all their lives and cires,
are carried downward by your flood,
and lod in foll"wing years.

6. Time, like an ever-rolling siream,
bears all its som away;
they fly forgouen, as adream
dies at the op'ning day.

T. Our God, our help n apges pasy
our hope for years W0 come:
O be our guard while troubles last,
and our eternal home.

From Psalm 50 ST.ANME C.M.
Eadac Wass 179 Aox. w'Wilam Cra®, 1E7=1T27
AlL 1930, mod Tanz and B ady's Sup WameT fo fe Mow Yassion, 1708
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Unison Prayer of Confession

Almighty and everlasting God, glorious Creator of all things, and
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; we have sinned against your holy
name, by failing to glorify you in our lives as your redeemed
children. Our un-thankfulness extends to every thought and
deed, as well as to our failure to thank you with our lips. We have
not lived to the praise of the glory of your grace. We have not
esteemed the reproach of Jesus Christ our Savior to be greater
than the riches of this world. We have failed to estimate the
infinite cost of the salvation won for us at the cross through the
shed blood of Jesus. We have not been faithful to you as you
have been faithful to us in all things. Father, forgive us for our
ingratitude through the reconciling sacrifice of Jesus Christ our all-

sufficient Mediator, we pray. Amen.
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In Christ Alone
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1.In Chriat a - lone my hope iz found,
2.In Christ a - lone, who took on flesh,
3.Therein  the ground His bod - ¥ lay,
4.No pguilt in life, no fear in  death,
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He iz my light, my strength, my  songs
ful - ness of God in help - leza  habe!
Light of the world by dark - ness  slain
thiz iz the pow'r of Christ in me;
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This gift of love and right-eous - ness,
Then, burst -ing forth in glo-rious Day,
From life's first ery to fi - nal breath,
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firm through the fiere - est drought and atorm.
scorned by  the ones He came to save.
up from the grave He rose a - gain!
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Werds nnd Music by
Keith Getty and Stuart Townend
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What heights of  love, what depths of peace,

"Till on that cross as dJe - sus  died,
And as He stands in wvie - to ry,
No pow'r of hell, no scheme of  man,
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when fears are stilled, when striv-ings cease.
the wrath of God wag sat - 13 - fled.
gin's curze has  lost its grip on me;
can ev - er pluck me from His hand:
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My Com - fort - er, my All in All,
For ev - 'ry sin on Him was laid:
For I am His and He 1is mine,
Till He re - turns or ecalls me home,
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here in the love of  Christ I stand.
Here in the death of  Christ I live.
bought with the pre-cious blood of Christ.
here in the pow'r of  Christ I'l  stand!
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A Christian Home

Az for me and my bowse hold, we will serve the Logp. Josh. 24:15
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Barbara B. Harl, 1965
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wa - ver, his faith - ful Lord is walk- ing by his  side!
oth - ers, and love still shines, tho’ days be dark and  grim.
deav- or— be thou our guest, our hearts and homes to share.
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FINLANDIA 11.10.11.10.11.10.
Jean Sibelius, 1899; arr.
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A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

God is our e fuge and sirengrh, an ever-presens felp infrowble . Ps 46c]
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and armed with cru - el hate, on earth is not his e - qual.
from age to age the same, and he must win the bat - tle.
for lo! his doom is sure; one lit - tle word shall fell him
God’s truth a - bid- eth still, his king- dom is for - ev - er.
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Based on Psalm 46
Martin Luther, 1529
Tr. by Frederick H. Hedge, 1853
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Psalm 84

Verses 1 —2
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(new Trinity Hynmal, p. 371)
{*0 Lord of Hosts, How Lovely™)
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Ferses 3 =8

Behold the sparrow findeth
A house in which to rest,
The swallow has discovered
Where she may build her nest;
And where, securely sheltered,
Her young she forth may bring;
So Lord of hosts, Thy altars
T seel:, my God, my King,. .

Blest who Thy house inhabit,
They ever give Thee praise;
Blest all whom Thou dost
strengthen,

Who love the sacred ways,
Wheo pass through Baca's
valley,

And make in it a well;
There rains in shower abundant
The pools with water fill.

So they from strength
unwearied
Go forward unto strength,
Till they appear in Zion,
Before the Lord at length,
O hear, Lord God of Jacob,
To me an answer yield;
The face of Thy Anointed,
Behold, O God, our Shield.

Ferses I} =12, 1

One day excels a thousand,
If spent Thy courts within;
'l choose a threshold rather
Than dwell in tents of sin.

" Qur sun and shield Tehovah,

Will grace and glory give;
Mo good will He deny them
That uprightly do live.

O God of hosts, Jehovah,
How blest is avery one
Who confidence reposes
On Thee, O Lord, alone.
O Lord of hosts, how lovely
Thy place where thou dost
dwell.

Thy tabernacles holy
In pleasantness excel.

From the Trinity Pzalter
© 1994 Crown & Covenant Publications
Uscd by Permission, Crown & Covenant Publications
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Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus
Endure hardship with us like a good soldier of Chrig Jemes. 2 Tim. 2:3
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