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*His Call to Us to Worship Him from Reelation2:18-29

Elder: The words of the Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and whose Prayer for Response and Obedience
feet are like burnished bronze.

People: He knows our works, our love, faith, serviceand endurance.

Hder: Let the church know that | am he who searches mind and heatrt. Hymn of Preparation

People: May we hold fast until you come. Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart Hymn #604
Elder: The one who overcomes and who keeps my works until the end, | will )
give authority over the nations. We Comg to His Table _
People He will give us the morningtar. The Invitation and the Warning
Elder: He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the church. Sursum Corda Minister: Lift up your hearts.
People May his peace and promise rest upon us. People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Elder:  Let us worship God. Prayer of Preparation
*Prayer of Invocation ¢ KS [ 2 NR&Rraydrsdd ThaBksgiving
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God Unison Confession of Our Faith bulletin, pg. 10
Rejoice, All Ye Bevers Hymn#320 [ dzi KSND&a O2YVYBNILIARES2¢FOARSH! LR A&
The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us We Deart with His Blessing
And Sending of His Spirit
Reading of the Law James 2:113
_ Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings
Prayer of Confession Elderled Prayer
o *Hymn of our Procession into the World
Assurance of Pardon Philippians 4:4 Psalm 134 Worship Handbook, pg. A

*Hymn of Thanksgiving

I _ *Charge and Benediction: Hallelujah
Psalm 47: Rejoice, All People, Homage Give Hymn #73
Postlude

Intercessory Prayek YR G KS [ 2NRQ&a t NJ & SNJ *Congregation Standing



Studies in the Pastoral Epistl
"Shine by Not Grumbiing My Own Thoughts

Philippians 2:1218

Theme: Cheerful obedience to God honors God
and all who labor for you.

Discharge
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Lightning

Boastful

Empty
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PRAYER REQUESTS

We believe that Jesus Chrigttrue God, Son of the Father from Email all new or updated prayer requestsrtopc@ncpres.org
eternity, and true Man, born of the Virgin Magyis our Lord. Expectant Motherskendra O., Audra T., Annie H., KatelBizabeth M., and
Camille D.

He has redeemed us, lost and condemned persons, saved us at greatPhyllis S.mother of Karen D. and Martha S., passed into glory on September
cost from sin, death, and the power of the devil not with silver or gold, 27". Please pray for the family as they mourn her passing. Funeral

but with His holy and precious blood and his innocent suffering and a/rangements are as follows:
death. McComas Funat Home

1317 Cokesbury Road, Abingdon, MD 21009
Visitation will béWednesday, October 6, from-2 & 7-9 pm.

) . . L . A private interment will be in Kutztown, PA.
All this he has done that @vmay be His own, live under Him in His P

kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and Rth B as she continues to recovat home.

blessedness, just as He is risen from the dead and lives and rules

eternally. Brad T.as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn forsgth and rest as she
cares for him.

This is most certainly true. Karen E.Please continue to pray for healing and strength.

NCPC Family and Friends

Lisa(niece of Marjean AQ thymus cancer

Bob (neighbor of Sueann Wg)cancer on hisocal cords

Maceyc healing after transplant sgery

Debbie(daughter of Bob and Donna R.jor spiritual strength as she
undergoes chemo and immunotherapy treatment for liver and lung
cancer

Scotto YSyYy (i t dczdnced NB (i K S ND

Anna(friend of Stewartsy metastatic breast cancewith liver metastasis

ANNOUNCEMENTS
EveninglLecturebegins tonight at 5:30 pnDr. David Barker will be teaching
on the American Puritan& Necessary Overview of New World Colonization



mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org

KendalOQ& ! R2 LIGtANIYA & 3 NIiRH [ 2NR 6A0GK dz&d GKI G YSYRIFIf hoQa FR2LIAZ2Y

is scheduled to be finalized Friday, Octobef"'1¥ou are all invited to

YSYRIFfQa FTR2LIIA2Yy OStSONIGA2Y LIF NIeé& 4G KSNI K2dzaS 2y { I Gddz2NRI &x
from 10 am¢ 12 pm. Please see Dan $arah for directions and to RSVP.

CKFYyl @2dz F2NJ LN} @Ay3d YR &AdzLILR2NIAYy3 dzda GKNRBdJZAK GKAA LI NI 27
journey.

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT
October 3-9, 2021

[ 2 NRQA 9:30&m Christan Education Hour
11:00 am Worship Service

5:30 pm Evening Lecture on the Puritans
Monday: 6:45 pm American Heritage Girls
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group
Wednesday: 6:30 pm Kids Quest

6:30 pm Quest

6:30 pm Vision

6:30pm [ FRASAQ . A0ftS {(dzRé 2y WIYSa
7:00 pm aSyQa . Ao0ftS {GdzReé 2y talfy To
Thursday: 7:00 pm Budget Committee Meeting
Saturday 5:00 pm Stewart Shepherding Group
VOLUNTEERS

Oct3 Toddler: Pam M., Sarah O.
Oct3 Toddler:

Middle and High School
Bible Reading Schedule

% g,) October 39, 2021

Middle: Romans 8:189 High: Psalm 19

Romans 9:118 Psalm 20
Romans 9:133 Psalm 21
Romans 104113 Psdm 22
Romans 10:121 Psalm 23

Psalm 24



Shining as Lights
by Not Grumbling

TIM CHALLIES

Apostle Paul is considered one of
the greatest leaders among the first
generation of Christians. He was the ear-
ly church’s foremost theologian, pastor,
missionary, and church planter. He was
also the Christian faith’s chief exemplar.
Through the descriptions of hislife in the
book of Acts and the biographical details
contained in the various epistles, we see
him setting an example of how a Christian
is tolive. In fact, he lived such a godly life
that he could, in humility and under the
inspiration of the Holy Spirit, tell others,
“Be imitators of me.” Those who closely
follow his instruction and example will
be living lives that are pleasing to God.
In his writings, Paul addresses a host of
issues related to both Christian doctrine
and Christian living. He describes what
Christiansare to believe and then tellshow,
on the basis of those beliefs, they are to
live. In Philippians 2:14-15, he discusses
grumbling, anissue of enduring relevance.
Knowing that the church in Philippi is en-
countering a time of trial that may soon
turn to an outbreak of persecution, Paul
is eager to ensure that the believers there
endure it without sin. He knows that their
attitudes and actions through this chal-

I T’S FOR GOOD REASON THAT the

lenging time will honor or dishonor the
gospel of Jesus Christ. Not only that, their
attitudes and actions will either attract or
repel the unbelievers who witness it.

AsPaul calls on these believers to endure
persecution well, he pairs two related words
ininstructing the church to “do all things
without grumbling and disputing.” Both of
these words refer to interpersonal conflict.
At this point, Paul’s foremost concernis not
that these believers will rebel against the
providential sovereignty of God in their
circumstances but that the trial will cause
them to turn on one another. Attacks from
outside will soon be paired with disputes on
the inside, and the church will inevitably
collapse into chaos. Thus, when he refers
to grumbling, he warns against making
negative comments about other members
of the church behind theirbacks. When he
refers to disputing, he warns against sense-
less debates or confrontational quarrels.
The first threatens unity through sinful
gossip while the second threatens unity
through sinful confrontation. To the de-
gree Christian unity is disrupted, Christian
witness will be undermined.

Thereare atleast two kinds of grumbling
that are popular in our culture today and
thatareatemptation to contemporary Chris-

tians. The first is what I refer to as “casual
grumbling.” Thisis a pseudo-serious way of
expressing discontent about other people,
and it is most often done under the guise
of humor. It's meant to evoke a laugh, but
the humoractually masks the fact that we
have uttered dead-serious gossip destruc-
tive to Christian unity. Then there is what
we might call “direct grumbling,” which
eschews any guise of humor or attempt
at respectability. Here we directly speak
to one person about another person who
is not present. Grumbling meets gossip
aswe openly complain
about their actions or
attitudes. Rather than
following biblical guid-
ance and speaking di-
rectly to a person who
has offended us, we
speak to anyone or
everyone else. This in-
variably erodes relation-
shipsin the churchand
foments disunity.
Then, of course, there is what Paul refers
toas “disputing.” Disputing is the stuff of
angry hallway confrontations or cutting
comments onsocial media. Itisapproaching
another person and dealing sinfully with
his sin or with what may be perceived as
an offense. It is making public what should
be kept private and handling with anger
what should be handled with grace. It is
furthering disunity instead of pursuing
peace. In both cases, we see that grumbling
and disputing are not merely actions but
evidences of a disposition. They are not just
words of our mouths but attitudes of our
hearts. They do not simply reflect some-
thing we do but broadcast something we are.
As Christians, we are responsible to main-
tain the unity of our local churches, and to
do that, we need to protect our relationships
with our brothers and sisters. When we face
the temptation to grumble and dispute, we

GRUMBLING AND
DISPUTING ARE
NOT MERELY
ACTIONS, BUT
EVIDENCES OF A
DISPOSITION.

need to look—to look back, look up, and
look forward. We first need to look back
to the cross, to Jesus, who, though He was
God, uncomplainingly “emptied himself,
by taking on the form of a servant” and
humbled Himself “by becoming obedient
tothe point of death, even death on a cross”
(Phil. 2:8). Ifanyone had reason to complain,
it was Jesus, yet He uttered not a word of
grumbling. Having looked back, we can
look up to see the good purposes and kind
providence of God in our lives. Even the
most difficult circumstances have been or-
dained by the One who
promises He is working
“all things together for
good, for those who are
called according to his
purpose” (Rom. 8:28).
And then we can look
forward to the coming
consummation, when
we will know that “the
sufferings of this present
time are not worth comparing with the
glory that is to be revealed to us” (v. 18).

As long as sin remains in us, conflict
will remain in the church. Though it is
unfortunate, it is also inevitable. There
will be times when we disagree with oth-
ers. There will be times when we need to
confront other people for their sinful ac-
tions or attitudes or to dispute with others
to contend for the truth and guard the
gospel. But both must be handled with
love and grace. Both must be seen as op-
portunities to further unity rather than
further disrupt it. Both must be seen as
threats to our calling to shine as lights in
this dark and needy world. @

Tim Challies, AShi
Gr u mb ITabietglk @ecember 2018,
pp. 6869



Rejoice, All People, Homage Give 13

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. Ps. 47:1
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1. Re - joice, all peo-ple, hom-age give, to God with voice of  tri- umph sing;
2. He puts the na-tions un- der us and makes us all tri - um-phant stand;
3. God has as-cend-ed with a shout, Je - ho-vah with the trum-pet’s sound;
4. Our God is King of all the earth, with thought-ful heart his praise make known;
5. To praise and serve our cov-'nant God the princ-es  of the earth draw nigh;
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he rules us in dread maj-es - ty, the great, the u - ni - ver -sal King.
he gives us for our her - i - tage his prom-ised rest, a good-ly land.
+ sing praise to God our King,sing praise, yes, let his glo -rious praise a - bound.
o’er all the na - tions God does reign, ex - alt - ed on his ho- ly throne.
all  king-ly pow’rs be-long to him, he is ex - alt - ed, God Most High.
| Al ﬁﬂ/\ & 2| | l
| B < 1O I I | J
0 | T | 1 o [ 1
| P L A | 1 | ol 1 3 B § | R | s
™ | 1 [ | I I | _—= ! I T I T ! S ¢ =y I )i |
= I [ T [
From Psalm 47 TRURO L.M.
The Psalter, 1912; alt. 1990, mod. Psalmodia Evangelica, 1789

Hymns fromTrinity Hymnalused by permission of Great CommissiPublications Hymns fromTrinity Hymnalused by permission of Great Commission Publications



