The Lord’s Day
October 18, 2020

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him

Prayer of Adoration and Confession

Elder-led Prayer

Assurance of Pardon

Revelation 4:1-8

*Hymn of Thanksgiving
Psalm 115: Not unto Us, O Lord of Heaven

Hymn #67

“Be Still and know that I Am God”
Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his words. And they
sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that
you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s
opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it
lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why
put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought
him a denarius. And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They
said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that
are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard it, they
marveled. And they left him and went away.
~ Matthew 22:15-22

Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

*His Call to Us to Worship Him

Prayer for Response and Obedience

Elder:
People:
Elder:
People:
Elder:
People:
Elder:
People:

Psalm 99:1-5

The LORD reigns; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the
cherubim; let the earth quake.
The LORD is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples. Let them
praise your great and awesome name! Holy is he!
The King in his might loves justice. You have established equity; you have
executed justice and righteousness in Jacob.
Exalt the LORD our God; worship at his footstool! Holy is he!
The Lord is dwelling among His Congregation.
Holy! Holy! Holy is the Lord of Hosts!
The Lord of Hosts is with you.
Let us worship Him!

Hymn #92

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us
Scripture Reading
Responsive Reading of Isaiah 40

His Word is Opened to Us
Scripture: Acts 5:12-32

Dr. David G. Barker

“The grass withers, the flower fades …
But the Word of our God will stand forever.”

Message: What is Public Covenanting?

We Depart with His Blessing
And Sending of His Spirit
Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings
Offertory
*Doxology
*Prayer of Commitment to Service
*Hymn of our Procession into the World
God, the Lord, a King Remaineth

*Prayer of Invocation
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God
A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

Christ is Made Known to Us

bulletin

Hymn #64

*Benediction
Savior, if of Zion’s city I, through grace, a member am,
Let the world deride or pity, I will glory in thy name:
Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, all his boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasure none but Zion’s children know.
(Hymn 345, vs. 4)

Postlude

*Congregation Standing

Historical Reformation

The Second Scottish Reformation
Part 2: What is Public Covenanting?
Acts 5:12-32

(see also: Mt. 22:15-22; Rom. 12:14-21; 13:1-7; 1 Cor. 7:22; 1 Pet. 1:3-9;
2:12-17)
The Bible tells Christians
a) that they must never talk back to their government.
b) that it is ok to riot and burn.
c) that it is his/her duty to be a good citizen.

I. The first way we serve King Jesus
Peter teaches in 1 Peter 2:
Keep your conduct _____________________;
be _____________________ to institutions;
for this is the will of __________.
Reasons:
1)
2)
3)
Paul teaches in Romans 13:
bless those who ___________________ you,
overcome evil with ______________.
Be _________________ to authorities,
pay to all what is _______________.
Why?
II. The second way we serve King Jesus
“We must _________ God rather than _______.
which is different than “We will _____________ men
just or our own ________________________.
Even in our response to government, the call of the Christian
is the same:
to _______________ ourselves
and to _____________ God.
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My Own Thoughts

Responsive Reading
Isaiah 40 (ESV)
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins.

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the
heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed
the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance?
Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his
counsel?

A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight
in the desert a highway for our God.

Whom did he consult, and who made him understand? Who taught him the
path of justice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him the way of
understanding?

Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.

Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the
dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust.

And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together,

Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt
offering.

for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”
A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it;
surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God will stand forever.
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the
cities of Judah,
“Behold your God!”
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold,
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him.
He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.

All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted by him as less
than nothing and emptiness.
To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? An
idol!
A craftsman crafts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and casts for it
silver chains.
He who is too impoverished for an offering chooses wood that will not rot;
he seeks out a skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not move.
Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads
them like a tent to dwell in;
who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as
emptiness.

Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root
in the earth, when he blows on them and they wither, and the tempest
carries them off like stubble.
To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy
One. Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these?
He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the
greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing.
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the
LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”?
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God,
the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases
strength.

PRAYER REQUESTS
Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org
Expectant Mothers: Missy ., Paulina V., Madeline S., Heather D., and Sydnee F.
The Missions Committee asks you to pray for the Meiners who are newly retired from
MTW in England and just beginning their last tour to visit all their supporters and
supporting churches. See specific prayer requests at the end of the prayer list.
David, Dr. Lu’s son, had his left foot amputated due to injury and diabetic condition.
He is in relatively good spirits and trusts in the Lord.
Nancy T., Chris Taylor’s mom, with stage 4 lung cancer, which has metastasized to
the bone. Nancy has been hospitalized for pain control and will be released to inpatient hospice.
Paul K. as he recovers from mononucleosis.

Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted;

Karen S.: Please pray for wisdom regarding steps to take toward pain relief from
degenerative disc disease as well as steps to promote healing.

but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount
up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk
and not faint.

Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she cares
for him in their home.
Karen E.: Pray for healing and strength for her at her home.
Mel B., the uncle of our member Mikayla K., continues to experience small seizures,
along with memory loss.
Dave B., Jill K.’s foster brother, as he continues treatment for cancer.
Elaine, Ellie P.’s niece, with pancreatic cancer. Please pray also that even through
these struggles she may come to know Jesus Christ as her Savior.
Kayla, granddaughter of Doug and Chris T., as she continues treatment for optic
nerve glioma.
(continued on the next page)

Debbie H., daughter of Donna R., has been diagnosed with metastasized melanoma
in her lung and is receiving immunotherapy.
Scott P., brother of Kent P., is trying non-chemo methods of cancer treatment. He is
stable at this point and is happy to not be feeling the effects of chemo on his body.
Anna C., friend of the Stewarts, continues to battle metastatic breast cancer.
Kathleen M. as she continues to wrestle with her cancer.
Prayer Requests from the Meiners:
 For safety on their 3 ½ week tour of the northwestern states
 That they would convey well their theme – Delighting in God’s Faithfulness
 That the OWLS (a group they formed of 5 newly retired missionary couples)
would support each other well
 That they would serve well as the member care couple for the MTW pastors
in the UK
 That they would adjust to all the new things in their lives – new home, new
church, new worship styles, new songs

______________________________________________
THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT
October 18 - 24, 2020
Lord’s Day:

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:

9:30 am
11:00 am
5:30 pm
6:45 pm
10:00 am
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm
6:30 pm

Christian Education Hour
Worship Service
Evening Lecture on the Covenanters
American Heritage Girls
Ladies Prayer Group
Kids’ Quest
Quest
Ladies’ Bible Study on Philippians
Men’s Bible Study on Philippians

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Evening Lecture on the Covenanters begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Dr. David
Barker will be teaching on American Covenanting.
Masquerade Swing Dance Ball: We invite anyone high school age and above
to join us for a Masquerade Swing Dance Ball! Saturday, October 31, 7:00 –
10:00 pm. There will be door prizes, snacks, and more! Cole P. will DJ. A short
30 minute lesson will be provided at the beginning. Dress up however you
want – masquerade-style, costume, suit and tie, ballroom dress, etc. A small
$2 per person entrance fee will go towards snacks and NCPC’s mission fund.
See Cole P. for more information.
Volunteers Needed: Cole P. will be stepping down from the sound board
ministry as of December 13th, 2020. He is seeking volunteers high school age
to 99. If you’re 100, we’ll talk. The training process needs to begin prior to
December 13th. Please contact Pastor Barker, Cole P., Kent P., or Matt B. if
you are interested. Preferably three or more volunteers are needs to create
a once-a-month rotation at the board.

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications

A Celebration
of Historical Reformation
Scotland’s Second
Reformation
October 4-25, 2020

This year’s theme:
The struggle for Presbyterianism
in Scotland after the death of John Knox
Our Lord’s Day Morning Schedule:
October 11 – Colossians 1:1-20
Who’s in Charge of the Church?
Who are you to break a 1,300 year tradition?

October 18 – Acts 5:12-32
What is Public Covenanting?
The cost of standing up to the king

October 25 – Eph. 2; Phil. 3; Acts 25
Two Kingdoms
Strangers and aliens who appeal to Caesar

Join us beginning at 11 am each morning

Plus Our Lord’s Day Evening Lecture Series:
October 4 – Scotland’s Second Reformation

A video presentation with historians Matthew Vogan
and Richard Holloway

The Battle for Presbyterianism
New Covenant
Presbyterian Church

Preaching God’s Sovereign Grace
to a World of Need
128 St. Mary’s Church Rd.
Abingdon, MD 21009
410-569-0289
www.ncpres.org
www.ephesians515.com

October 11 – Charles II & “The Killing Times”
Living and dying for King Jesus.

October 18 – American Covenanting
The struggle of relevance in the world they helped to create.

October 25 – The American Covenanters of Ohio
and the Underground Railroad

Look which Presbyterians were the most active in the struggle
for Abolition.
with special guest speaker, Mr. Robert O. Keys

Join us beginning at 5:30 pm

How the Scots Changed the World
Aaron Denlinger

T

he sixteenth-century Scottish divines (pastors and theologians) who labored
to build a national church characterized by sound doctrine and biblical
worship never realized how far their influence would reach. They aimed, after
all, to reform the Kirk, not to change the world. Ultimately, they did both.
Their efforts bore fruit not only in a redefined church for the Scots, but in theological
commitments, liturgical patterns, social customs, and political persuasions for people
around the globe.
The extensive impact that the Scottish Reformers had was not due to any
real novelty in their beliefs. The men who engineered the reformation of the Kirk in
1560, and continued to shape the Reformed Kirk during its formative decades, looked
to Continental Reformers of preceding generations— men such as Martin Luther,
Martin Bucer, and John Calvin—for inspiration. They especially admired Calvin’s ideas
and the liturgy that Calvin and his co-pastors had developed for the church in Geneva,
and they largely patterned the Kirk’s doctrine and worship after it.
The Scottish Reformers’ impact was rooted, rather, in two realities. First,
Scotland became the first nation in which Calvinist doctrine and worship were
implemented so thoroughly, on a relatively large scale, with lasting success (albeit
with somewhat reluctant support from the crown). Second, a large number of Scots
in subsequent centuries emigrated to various parts of the world, carrying the
doctrines and customs of the Kirk with them along with their typically meager worldly
possessions.
Few people today trace their roots to Calvin’s Geneva, but countless people
trace theirs to Scotland. Hence, much of what we recognize as “Calvinist” doctrine
and worship in churches throughout the world—churches born from a nucleus of
Scottish emigrants but decidedly more diverse in ethnicity today—has, in fact, come
to us from Calvin via Scotland. And, significantly for our theme, the Scots rarely
transmitted Calvinistic ideas or practices without leaving something of their own
stamp on them.
Here we will look at three features of the historical Scottish Kirk that have
had worldwide impact: Presbyterianism, the Westminster Standards, and an
emphasis on Sabbath-keeping.
Presbyterianism
We see an obvious example of the process just described—the Scots’ inheriting
something from Geneva, tweaking it, and then distributing it to the world—in the
form of church government we call Presbyterianism. The Scots didn’t invent
Presbyterianism—they just perfected it.
Andrew Melville was the principal architect of Scottish Presbyterianism. It
was a form of church government he encountered in Geneva, where he lived several

years after Calvin’s death, teaching at Geneva’s famous Academy. Returning home
to Scotland in the 1570s, Melville and like-minded Scots sought to establish
Presbyterianism as the Kirk’s form of government, seeing much sense in a system
that invested authority in a plurality of church leaders and ultimately, to some extent,
in all the members of the church, who had some say in the election of their leaders;
and that likewise refused to let civil authorities assume the reins of the church.
But the system needed some fine-tuning to fit the needs of the Kirk. For one
thing, Scotland, unlike Geneva, had a monarch who occasionally required fairly sharp
reminders that, within the Kirk, he was only one more member with no more
authority than the rest. The Second Book of Discipline (1578), a work that served as
the foundational charter for Scottish Presbyterianism, made it very clear that civil
authority and ecclesiastical authority are two distinct things, and that “ecclesiastical
power flows immediately from God” without requiring any endorsement from the
crown.
Another distinguishing feature of Scotland as compared to the republic of
Geneva was its magnitude. Given the larger size of Scotland, regular meetings of all
those appointed as ministers and elders in the national Kirk were necessarily
restricted to yearly gatherings known as general assemblies. Such gatherings weren’t
sufficient to deal with every issue that arose in every individual church within the
span of a year. Thus, in the interest of providing more immediate oversight and
assistance to the elders of a given congregation (the kirk session), the nation was
eventually divided into presbyteries, geographically smaller networks of local
churches whose leaders could meet more regularly and more easily for mutual
encouragement and correction.
As Scots began to leave their shores and establish roots—and churches—in
other countries, they re-created the form of church government they had known
back home. Today, churches throughout the entire world—especially churches which
explicitly identify themselves as Presbyterian—have forms of government nearly
identical to the one devised in Scotland in the years after the Reformation.
The Westminster Standards
The Kirk’s general assembly in 1647 adopted the Confession of Faith and related
documents that had been recently drafted by the Westminster Assembly, which at
that time was still in session in London. Two years later, the Kirk’s general assembly
insisted that a copy of this Confession along with the Shorter Catechism should be
present in every Scottish home “where there is any that can read.”
The Westminster Standards thus supplanted the Scots Confession of Faith,
which the Kirk had adopted in 1560, as well as various catechisms— most often, an
English translation of Calvin’s catechism—that had been used by the Kirk for
instruction in doctrine since the Reformation.
This decision wasn’t based on any dissatisfaction with their earlier
confession and catechisms. It stemmed, rather, from a desire for religious unity with
England. That desire was ultimately frustrated when the Church of England,

notwithstanding approval of the Westminster Standards by England’s Parliament in
1648, reverted to its former confession (the Thirty- Nine Articles) several years later.
Scotland, however, never looked back from its adoption of the Westminster
Standards, despite the irony that the Scots—fiercely nationalistic and proud of their
own products as a general rule—then owned a confession and catechisms bearing
the stamp “made in England.”
The tremendous influence that the Westminster Standards have enjoyed
around the globe is certainly due in part to Scotland’s adoption of those standards.
Without the Kirk’s permanent endorsement, the products of the Westminster
Assembly may well have become nothing but historical curiosities. Today, in part
because of the Kirk’s endorsement, those standards serve to norm theological
instruction for countless people worldwide.
The Sabbath
The early modern Kirk was notable for its emphasis upon keeping the Sabbath holy,
coupled with a strong distaste for observing any other “holy days.” Insistence upon
observing the Sabbath in fulfillment of the fourth commandment was, again, a
characteristic of Reformed thought more broadly, though it may have had deeper
roots in Scotland than elsewhere. For example, legislation passed under the
eleventh-century Scottish Queen Margaret, intended to reform the church and
nation, stressed the people’s obligation to keep the Sabbath.
Unique to the Kirk at the time of the Reformation, however, was the
insistence that no other days be credited with religious significance. In fact, when
asked in 1566 to review the Second Helvetic Confession, a respected document
penned by the Reformer Heinrich Bullinger, the Scots felt compelled to offer qualified
appreciation of the text, calling attention to their disapproval of the confession’s
tolerance for the celebration of Christmas, Pentecost, and Easter, “feast days” with
no warrant in Scripture.
The Kirk, to be sure, never entirely succeeded in discouraging Christmas
festivities in Scotland, and rarely have churches or Christians elsewhere in the world
embraced the Kirk’s argument for the complete eradication of a Christian calendar,
and thus the refusal to attribute religious significance to any day beyond Sunday.
Nevertheless, the Kirk’s general privileging of a weekly rhythm for work and
Sabbath rest over a liturgical calendar year orienting believers toward various
seasons and days defined by Christ’s earthly ministry has affected attitudes toward
both worship and work throughout the world. Fewer holy days translates, not only
linguistically but also socially and historically, into fewer holidays. What sociologists
have called “the Protestant work ethic”—an orientation in historically Protestant
countries toward good, honest, hard work—is arguably the fruit of not only a general
emphasis in Reformation thought on the godliness of every vocation but also a
peculiar insistence in Scotland that believers should pause every Sunday for worship
and respite, and more or less work the rest of the time.

We need not look very far to discern the impact that the Reformers of the
Scottish Kirk had beyond the borders of their own nation. Their influence is felt in
churches where believers value simplicity and regularity in worship; where both
children and adults who hear the question, “What is the chief end of man?” might
answer, without skipping a beat, “to glorify God and enjoy Him forever”; where
members—though they may not understand the finer details of church
government—know their church belongs to something called a presbytery and that
their minister attends yearly something called general assembly.
Moreover, in any culture where democracy is highly valued; where an
assumption persists that states shouldn’t directly interfere in the government of
churches; where there are no religious feast days; some debt to Scotland and its
Reformers of centuries past likely exists.

______________________________________________________
Dr. Aaron C. Denlinger, “How the Scots Changed the World,” Tabletalk, March, 2014.

