
The Lord’s Day 
November 29, 2020 

 
 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
 
“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
  “Therefore do not be anxious, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ 
or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and your 
heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. Therefore do not be 
anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for the 
day is its own trouble.”                                                                            ~ Matthew 6:31-34 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                                            Psalm 126 
 
 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Come, People of the Risen King                                                                 bulletin 
 

 
The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 

 
Reading of the Law                                                         
    Responsive Reading from Romans 12:9-21                                                bulletin 
 
 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession                                             Elder-led Prayer 
 
 
Hymn of Confession 
      Psalm 32: How Blest is He Whose Trespass                                      Hymn #551 
 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                               Amos 5:11-12, 14-15 

 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      Rejoice, All Ye Believers                                                                    Hymn #320 
 
 
Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 
Christ is Made Known to Us 

 
Hymn of Prayer 
     Amos 5                                                                                                         bulletin 
 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                Pastor Nicholas Hathaway  

Scripture:  Amos 5:1-27     
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  The Perennial Presence 
 

 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

 
 
*Hymn of our Procession into the World          

Who Is This, So Weak and Helpless                                                 Hymn #239 
 
 

 

*Charge and Benediction:     
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

                                                                                                           (Hymn 194, Refrain) 

 
Postlude                                                                        

*Congregation Standing 

 



Sermon Notes 
Perennial Presence 

Amos 5:1-27 
 

What do you wish was perennial?  
 
 
What do you wish wasn't perennial? 
 
 
 
The Lord's presence spells doom or salvation depending on our 
heart's direction. 
 
 
 
If the Lord did not spare his own people, with hand-picked leaders, 
and God-authored laws... 
 
 
 
If God's people still work injustice in spite of God's almighty 
creation... 
 
 
 
If God's people turn and quietly execute justice... 
 
 
 
If the Lord isn't pleased with desire for his appearing, feasts, 
assemblies, offerings or songs... 
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My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reading of the Law  
          from Romans 12:9-21 

Elder:  Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil. 

People:  Hold fast to what is good. 

Elder:  Love one another with brotherly affection. 

People: Outdo one another in showing honor. 

Elder: Do not be slothful in zeal. 

People: Be fervent in Spirit, serve the Lord. 

Elder: Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, 

People: Be constant in prayer. 

Elder: Contribute to the needs of the saints. 

People: And seek to show hospitality. 

Elder: Bless those who persecute you; 

People: Bless and do not curse them. 

Elder: Rejoice with those who rejoice. 

People: Weep with those who weep. 

Elder: Live in harmony with one another. 

People: Do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly. 

Elder: Never be wise in your own sight. Repay no one evil for evil. 

People: But give thought to do what is honorable in the sight of all. 

Elder: If possible, so far as it depends on you, 

People: live peaceably with all. 

Elder: Beloved, never avenge yourselves, 

People: But leave it to the wrath of God. 

Elder: …If your enemy is hungry, feed him. If he is thirsty give him something to 
drink… 

People: Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Missy J., Paulina v., Heather D., Sydnee F., Katie H., and Lindsay 
A. 
 
Delilah Rose S., granddaughter of Tom and Kristen L., was born on November 21 at 
5:35 am, weighing 7lbs, 6oz. Mom and Baby are doing well. Congratulations to the S. 
and L. families! 
 
Robbie, friend of Rob W., and his son Casey, as they begin a long road to recovery 
after a severe car accident. Casey was sent home last weekend and has been 
receiving PT. Please continue to pray for continued progression of speech and for 
certain confusion to clear up. Robbie has continued in Shock Trauma and is having 
difficulty breathing, extreme pain, and cognitive function. He is starting to talk and 
progress. Robbie will be moved to an acute rehab unit soon where he will be treated 
for 4-5 weeks before he is able return home. 
 
Peter L.: The Missions Committee invites you to lift up Peter L. who is very weak from 
a duodenum ulcer. He is on bone soup, digestive biscuits, and yogurt. He should drink 
milk, but it upsets his GI tract. Please pray for healing. 
 
Karen S.: Please pray for wisdom regarding steps to take toward pain relief from 
degenerative disc disease as well as steps to promote healing. 
 
Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she cares 
for him in their home. 
 
Karen E.: Pray for healing and strength for her at her home. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Mel B. (uncle of Mikayla K.) – preparing for shoulder surgery 
Debbie H. (Bob and Donna R.’s daughter) – cancer in her   
      liver and lungs 
Dave B. (Jill K.’s foster brother) – cancer  
Elaine (Ellie P.’s niece) – pancreatic cancer 
Scott P. (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna C. (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer 
Kathleen M.. – cancer  

mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org


ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

**There is NO Evening Worship Service Tonight** 
 
Service Project at Baltimore Christian Community Center: We invite middle and high 
school students to join us for a service project at Baltimore Christian Community 
Center on Saturday, December 5th, from 9:00 am – 1:00 pm. We will journey down to 
the center to wrap presents, share the Christmas story, play with the kids, serve 
lunch, and possibly do some work projects. See Pastor Nick for more details.  
 
Youth Group Christmas Party: We invite middle and high school students to our 
Youth Group Christmas Party on Thursday, December 10, 6:00 – 8:00 pm at the 
Stewart’s. Bring a $5 wrapped gift. We’ll provide pizza. Please bring a side dish or 
dessert to share. 
 
Christmas Centerpiece Workshop: Bill H. would like to invite you to a Christmas 
Centerpiece Workshop at NCPC on December 12. We will be adhering to Maryland 
safety protocols due to the coronavirus, so masking is absolutely required at all 
times. We will also be having 2 smaller sessions in order to properly distance for this 
event. All necessary materials and instruction will be provided to create beautiful 
Christmas centerpieces for us to enjoy. In order to provide sufficient materials, 
participation will be based upon your sign-up. Please use the sign-up sheet on the 
bulletin board outside the kitchen to secure your spot. 
 
Volunteers Needed: Cole P. will be stepping down from the sound board ministry as 
of December 13th, 2020. He is seeking volunteers high school age to 99. If you’re 100, 
we’ll talk. The training process needs to begin prior to December 13th. Please contact 
Pastor Barker, Cole P., Kent P., or Matt B. if you are interested. Preferably three or 
more volunteers are needs to create a once-a-month rotation at the board. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
November 29 – December 5, 2020 

 
 

Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    **NO EVENING WORSHIP SERVICE** 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Thursday:   7:00 pm O’Steen Shepherding Group (by Zoom) 
Saturday:   9:00 am Youth Service Project at BCCC 
    7:00 pm Swing Dance 
  

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 
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Communion Preparation 
 

 
God Himself Will Perfect You 

 
 “The God of all grace, who called you unto His eternal glory in Christ, 
after you have suffered awhile, will Himself perfect, establish, and strengthen 
you. To Him be the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”  1 Pet. 5:10, 11.  
 Through suffering to glory: this is the keynote of the First Epistle of 
Peter. The word “suffer” occurs sixteen times, the word “glory” fourteen 
times. In its closing words the readers are reminded of all its teaching, as he 
writes to them: “The God of all grace, who has called you to His eternal glory, 
after you have suffered a little while.” In no Epistle of the New Testament are 
the two aspects of Christ’s death: that He suffered for us, and that we are to 
suffer with Him and like Him, so clearly and closely linked together. 
Fellowship with Christ, likeness to Christ, manifested in suffering, is the point 
of view from which Peter would have us look on life as the path to glory. To 
be a partaker of the sufferings and the glory of Christ is the Christian’s 
privilege. He was perfected through suffering by God: the same God perfects 
us for suffering and glorifying Him in it.  
 “God will Himself perfect you!” In God alone is perfection. And all 
perfection comes from Him. When we consider the wondrous perfection 
there is in the sun, in the laws it obeys, and in the blessings it dispenses, and 
remember that it owes all to the will of the Creator, we acknowledge that its 
perfection is from God. And so, through the whole of nature, to the tiniest 
insect that floats in the sunbeam, and the humblest little flower that basks in 
its light, everything owes its beauty to God alone. All His works praise Him. 
His work is perfect.  
 And have we not here in nature the open secret of Christian 
perfection? It is God who must perfect us! “God will Himself perfect you.” 
What is revealed in nature, is the pledge of what is secured to us in grace. “It 
suited Him, for whom are all things, and of whom are all things, in leading 
many sons unto glory, to make the Leader of their salvation perfect through 
suffering.” It was befitting that God should show that He is the God who 
works out perfection amid the weakness and suffering of a human life. This is 
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what constitutes the very essence of salvation, to be perfected by God; to 
yield oneself to the God, for whom, and of whom are all things, Himself to 
perfect us.  
 God has planted deep in the heart of man the desire for perfection. 
Is it not this that stirs the spirit of the artist and the poet, of the discoverer 
and the artificer? Is it not the nearest possible approach to this that wakens 
admiration and enthusiasm? And is it only in grace that all thought and all joy 
of present perfection is to be banished? Certainly not, if God’s word be true. 
The promise is sure and bright for this our earthly life: “God will Himself 
perfect you.” Joined with the words, “establish, and strengthen you,” the 
“Himself perfect you,” can refer to nothing but the present daily life. God shall 
Himself put you into the right position, and in that position then establish and 
strengthen you, so as to fit you perfectly for the life you have to live, and the 
work you have to do. 
 We find it so hard to believe this, because we do not know what it 
means. “You are not under the law, but under grace.” The law demands what 
we cannot give or do. Grace never asks what it does not give; and so the 
Father never asks what we cannot do. He Himself, who raised Jesus from the 
dead, is always ready, in that same resurrection power, to perfect us to do 
His will. Let us believe, and be still, until our soul is filled with the blessed 
truth, and we know that it will be done to us.  
 O my soul, learn to know this God, and claim Him, in this His 
character, as yours: “God will Himself perfect you!” Worship and adore Him 
here, until your faith is filled with the assurance: My God Himself is perfecting 
me. Regard yourself as the clay in the hands of the Great Artist, spending all 
His thought and time and love to make you perfect. Yield yourself in 
voluntary, loving obedience to His will and His Spirit. Yield yourself in full 
confidence into His very hands, and let the word ring through your whole 
being: GOD SHALL HIMSELF PERFECT YOU; perfectly fit you for all He intends 
you to be or do. Let every perfect bud or flower you see whisper its message: 
Only let God work; only wait upon God; GOD SHALL HIMSELF PERFECT YOU. 
 Believer! have you desired this? O claim it, claim it now. Or rather, 
claim now in very deed this God as your God. just as the writer to the 
Hebrews, and Peter in this Epistle, gather up all their varied teaching into this 
one central promise, “God shall Himself perfect you,” so there may come in 
the life of the believer a moment when he gathers up all his desires and 
efforts, all his knowledge of God’s truth, and all his faith in God’s promises, 
concentrates them in one simple act of surrender and trust, and, yielding 
himself wholly to do His will, dares to claim God as the God that perfects him. 

And his life becomes one doxology of adoring love: To Him be the dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen.  
          
       Andrew Murray, Be Perfect (Worthy Christian Library) Day 26 
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The Prophecy of Amos 
 

Amos 1:1 
 “The words of Amos, who was among the shepherds of Tekoa, which he saw 

concerning Israel in the days of Uzziah king of Judah and in the days of Jeroboam 
the son of Joash, king of Israel, two years before the earthquake.” 

 
ur study of the Old Testament Prophetic Books this year will cover 
these writings in chronological, not canonical, order. Chronologically, 
we can divide the writing prophets into three major groupings—

those who prophesied during the divided monarchy of Israel and Judah 
before the exile (roughly 931–586 BC); those who prophesied while Judah 
suffered exile in Babylon (roughly 586–538 BC), and those who prophesied 
after the Jews came back to the Promised Land in 538 BC. Although dating 
some of the prophets is difficult, we can be essentially certain about the dates 
for most of them, so today we begin with Amos, the earliest of the prophets 
who ministered prior to the exile. We do not know very much about Amos. 
All the biographical information we do have comes from his book, particularly 
today’s passage, which tells us he was “among the shepherds of Tekoa” 
(Amos 1:1). Unlike most of the other writing prophets of the Old Testament, 
Amos’ lifelong calling was not that of a prophet but involved agriculture. He 
spent most of his life as “a herdsman [shepherd] and a dresser of sycamore 
figs” (7:14), serving in prophetic ministry for no more than about two years 
sometime during the years 765–755 BC. Tekoa was a village in the southern 
kingdom of Judah, not far from Jerusalem and Bethlehem, and we read about 
Tekoa in passages such as 2 Samuel 14 and 2 Chronicles 11:5–12. Though he 
was from Judah, Amos ministered to the northern kingdom of Israel, where 
he first spoke his prophecies (Amos 7:10–17). Later, they were written down 
for the sake of Judah and the succeeding generations of God’s people. Amos 
ministered during the reigns of Uzziah (Azariah) of Judah and Jeroboam II of 
Israel. Scripture remembers Jeroboam II as a wicked king, but he enjoyed a 
successful reign from a geopolitical perspective. He took back all the territory 
Israel had lost to other nations, restoring the northern kingdom’s borders (2 
Kings 14:23–27). Jeroboam II also helped Judah regain sovereignty over 
regions it had surrendered (vv. 28–29). Consequently, this was a great time 
of prosperity for Israel, as God granted Israel’s success (v. 27). Yet the elite 
soon forgot this. Wealthy Israelites took advantage of the poor (Amos 2:6–8; 
5:10–12). Leaders boasted in their own strength, not in the Lord (Amos 6:8). 
Amos was sent to rebuke Israel for these sins and many others, and to call 
the nation to repentance. 

CORAM DEO Living before the face of God 
 
Success is not inherently bad, but we should recognize that we are often more 
tempted to trust in ourselves during good times than during the bad. 
Moreover, we are often tempted to exploit whatever power we have over 
other people, whether relatives, employees, club members, the laity, and any 
who sit under our authority. Let us take care to trust the Lord and use our 
power only to serve others, and may we ask God regularly to strengthen us 
against self-reliance and exploiting others. 

___________________________________________________________ 
“The Prophesy of Amos,” Tabletalk, January 2013 
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