
The Lord’s Day 
November 27, 2022 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”                                               Isaiah 40:27-31 
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the LORD, and 
my right is disregarded by my God”? Have you not known? Have you not heard? The 
LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He does not faint 
or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. He gives power to the faint, and 
to him who has no might he increases strength. Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
and young men shall fall exhausted; but they who wait on the LORD shall renew their 
strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; 
they shall walk and not faint. 
 

*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                                      1 John 1:1-4 
Elder: That which was from the beginning, 
People:  which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we 

looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning the word of 
life - 

Elder: the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and 
proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made 
manifest to us - 

People: that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that 
you too may have fellowship with us; 

Elder:  and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ 
… that our joy may be complete. 

People:  We seek the newborn king. 
Elder:  Let us worship him. 

 

*Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven                                           Hymn #76 
       This Is My Father’s World                                                            Hymn #111 
 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Reading of the Law   
     Responsive Reading from Romans 8                                    bulletin, pg. 14 
 

Prayer of Adoration & Confession                                            Elder-led Prayer 
 
 

Assurance of Pardon                               based on 1 Timothy 1:15; 1 Peter 2:24 
Hear the good news: “The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. He himself bore our sins in his body 
on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness.” I declare to you in 
the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
Psalm 138: With Grateful Heart My Thanks I Bring               Hymn #88 

 

Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
     Holy, Holy, Holy!                                                                          Hymn #100 
 

His Word is Opened to Us                                                  
Scripture:  Isaiah 40: 9-11 

“The grass withers, the flower fades … 
But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

 

Message: The Greatness of God                           Mr. Kurt Scharping 
 

Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Prayer for His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory  

       *Doxology 
 

*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 

*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       Psalm 23: The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want                    Hymn #87 
 

*Charge and Benediction                                                        (Hymn 165, vs. 1) 

Ye servants of God, your Master proclaim,  
and publish abroad his wonderful name; 
the name, all victorious, of Jesus extol;  

his kingdom is glorious and rules over all. 

Postlude                                                                      *Congregation Standing 



Studies in the Texts of Messiah 
The Greatness of God 

Isaiah 40:9-11 

Theme: God is great because of his good news, his generous reign, 
and his shepherdly care. 

 

 

 

I.  God’s News is good (vs. 9). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II.  God’s reign is generous (vs. 10). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III.  God’s care is like a shepherd’s (vs. 11). 
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My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Responsive Reading  
Romans 8:1-4, 12-17, 28-39 (ESV) 

 
 
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the 
law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
 
For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. 
 
By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin 
in the flesh, 
 
in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk 
not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.  
 
So then, brothers, we are debtors, 
 
not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
 
For if you live according to the flesh, you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death 
the deeds of the body, you will live. 
 
For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 
 
For you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have 
received the Spirit of adoption as sons, 
 
by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 
 
The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
 
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 
suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
 
And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose. 
 
For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
 
And those whom he predestine he also called, and those whom he called he also 
justified, 

 
and those whom he justified he also glorified. 
 
What then shall we say to these things? 
 
If God is for us, who can be against us? 
 
He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all, 
 
how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 
 
Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? 
 
It is God who justifies. 
 
Who is to condemn? 
 
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the 
right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us. 
 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? 
 
As is it written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded 
as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
 
No, in all these things we are more that conquerors through him who loved us. 
 
For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers,  
 
nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Poinsettias for Christmas 
 
WIC invites anyone who would like to purchase 
a poinsettia in honor of, or in memory of, 
someone special to fill out this form and drop it 
in the offering plate.  Or, you can email your 
request to the church office at 
ncpc@ncpres.org.  
 
The poinsettias will be used to decorate the church through Christmas Day, 
at which time you are welcome to take it home with you! 
 
You can order a small poinsettia for $7 or a large one for $15. Make out a 
check to NCPC and write in the memo line:  Christmas poinsettia. 
 
If you have any questions, please see Pam Maggitti. 
 
          
 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
 

 Small poinsettia: $7   How many?     
 

 Large poinsettia: $15   How many?  ________ 
 

Your Name: 
 

Please write in your message in honor or in memory of your loved 
one: 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for order:  December 14 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 

 

 

Expectant Mothers: Kayla G. (daughter-in-law of Sandy G.), Maddie (L) S., Torie K., 
Kendra O., and Autumn T. 
 
Barbara, Leu B.’s mom, fell and has several spinal fractures. Please pray for 
healing. 
 
Paul Fin. on long term care at home. 
 
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Barbara (stepmother of David T.) – tonsil and neck cancer 
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – with liver and lung cancer 
Jolene (NCCS mom) – stage 4 cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) –metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
*There is NO Evening Worship Service tonight.* 
 
Ladies Christmas Social: This is the LAST WEEK to sign up for the Ladies Social. 
You can RSVP on the bulletin board by the kitchen. 
 
Care Food Night: Our next opportunity to feed the homeless of Harford 
County will be TOMORROW at Calvary Baptist Church. Please see Pam M. if 
you would like to help. 
 
Annual Chili Cook-Off & Caroling will be December 11, at 5:30 pm. RSVP on 
the sign-up sheet by the kitchen. 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
November 27 – December 3, 2022  

 

Lord’s Day:           9:30 am            Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
          **NO EVENING SERVICE** 
Monday:              **Care Food Night** 
    6:45 pm American Heritage Girls  
Tuesday:  10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Saturday:   8:00 am Men’s Leadership Module 
  10:00 am Ladies Christmas Social 
    

 
CHILDCARE HELPERS 

Nov 27:       Infant:  MaryAnn T., Heather Dav.  
                     Toddler: Gus & Camille D. 
Nov 27:       Infant:  Stacey B., Delaney G.  
                     Toddler: Pam M., David M. 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Middle and High School Bible Reading Schedule  
 

November 27 – December 3, 2022           
     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Middle School:                  High School: 
Mark 3:1-21 Jeremiah 7 
Mark 3:22-35 Jeremiah 8 

Mark 4:1-20 Jeremiah 9 
Mark 4:21-41 Jeremiah 10 
Mark 5:1-20 Jeremiah 11 
 Jeremiah 12 
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The Condescending God 
P a u l  L e v y  

 
f I were to say, “You are so condescending” or “You’ve got a 
condescending manner,” I don’t think you would take it as a compliment. 
The way that we normally use the word condescending is similar to the 

way we normally use the term patronizing: it’s a pejorative term. The Collins 
English dictionary speaks of being condescending as “showing your 
disapproval of the fact that they talk or behave in a way which shows that 
they think they are superior to other people.” 
     However, I want us to think for a moment of our “condescending God” 
because when we use the term “condescension” of God, we are coming very 
near to the wonder and glory of who God is and the beauty of the gospel. And 
this will inevitably lead us to worship Him. 
     God is, according to the Westminster Shorter Catechism, infinite, eternal, 
and unchangeable in His being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, 
and truth. He made heaven and earth, and He works all things according to 
the power of His will. He is holy, holy, holy. The God who sits enthroned in 
heaven and to whom the nations of this earth are like a drop in a bucket—
this God condescends. God who is superior to us, in whom we live and move 
and have our being, is a condescending God. 
     It is not patronizing to describe God in this way, and it is not pejorative. It 
is, in fact, the heart of the gospel and the story of the Bible. 
     The greatest and most wonderful example of God’s condescension is in the 
incarnation of the Lord Jesus: God became man and took on flesh. The 
Creator became a creature; the One who hung the stars lay helpless in a 
manger. The One who we teach our children is so big, so strong, and so 
mighty became so tiny, so weak, and so powerless. The King of the angels was 
made a little lower than the angels. The Creator of time entered time. The 
One whose everlasting arms are underneath His people lay vulnerable in His 
mother’s arms. 
     There is no greater condescension. It’s beyond illustration, beyond 
comparison. That God condescends is our only hope in life and death. 
Without God’s condescension, there would be no salvation for you and me. 
There would be no good news. It is the glory of our God that He condescends. 
     “For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, 
yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become 
rich” (2 Cor. 8:9). 

     Why does He condescend? What is His purpose? It is for you and me—that 
we might be brought to God, that we might be redeemed, that we might be 
made rich. Christ Jesus came into this world to save sinners. 
     As we meditate on this, it cannot but move us: Behold your God, your holy, 
holy, holy God as a baby in His mother’s arms, coming to rescue. 
     The Puritan preacher Thomas Watson puts it movingly in his book A Body 
of Divinity: 
 

He was poor, that he might make us rich. 
He was born of a virgin that we might be born of God. 
He took our flesh, that he might give us His Spirit. 
He lay in the manger, that we may lie in paradise. 
He came down from heaven, that he might bring us to heaven. . . . 
That the ancient of Days should be born. 
that he who thunders in the heavens should cry in the cradle. . . . 
that he who rules the stars should suck the breast; 
that a virgin should conceive; 
that Christ should be made of a woman, and of that woman which 

himself made, 
that the branch should bear the vine, 
that the mother should be younger than the child she bare, 
and the child in the womb bigger than the mother; 
that the human nature should not be God, yet one with God. 
Come and worship! 

 
    The nineteenth-century Baptist pastor William Gadsby takes up this theme 
in his hymn “O What Matchless Condescension”: 
 

O what matchless condescension 
the eternal God displays, 
claiming our supreme attention 
to His boundless works and ways; 
His own glory 
He reveals in gospel days. 
 
In the Person of the Savior 
all His majesty is seen, 
love and justice shine for ever; 
and without a veil between, 
we approach Him, 

I 
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and rejoice in His dear Name. 
 
Would we view His highest glory, 
here it shines in Jesus’ face; 
sing and tell the pleasing story, 
O you sinners saved by grace; 
and with pleasure, 
bid the guilty Him embrace. 
 
In His highest work, redemption, 
see His glory in a blaze; 
nor can angels ever mention 
aught that more of God displays. 
Grace and justice 
here unite to endless days. 
 
True, ’tis sweet and solemn pleasure, 
God to view in Christ the Lord; 
here He smiles, and smiles for ever; 
may my soul His Name record, 
praise and bless Him, 
and His wonders spread abroad. 

 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Paul Levy, “The Condescending God,” Tabletalk, December 2021 
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Marijuana on the Ballot 
Mixed results mirror rising concerns about the long-term effects of 
legalization

 

 
The Green Pearl Organics dispensary in Desert 
Hot Springs, Calif. Getty Images/ Photo by 
Robyn Beck/AFP  

 

 

Voters in five states weighed in on whether to legalize the use and sale of 
marijuana on Tuesday. Maryland approved a measure that legalizes drug use 
for adults 21 and older and allows the General Assembly to set a tax rate on 
its sale. In Missouri, a slim majority approved marijuana use and set a 6 
percent tax rate on the sale of the substance. The state’s constitutional 
amendment will also clear nonviolent marijuana charges from criminal 
records.  
     But results were mixed. Voters in North Dakota and Arkansas struck down 
similar measures, and almost 53 percent of voters rejected an initiative in 
South Dakota. The Supreme Court struck down an earlier amendment 
legalizing recreational marijuana in 2020 because of a technicality.  
     The split decisions parallel rising concerns about the long-term effects of 
marijuana legalization on young people and crime rates. A growing number 
of states are decriminalizing the drug, and federal efforts to do the same are 
gaining traction. But experts say the results don’t indicate a significant shift 
in nationwide support for legalization.  
     Nineteen states have legalized recreational marijuana, and all but 11 
permit the use of medical marijuana. In October, President Joe Biden 
announced he would pardon individuals with federal convictions of simple 
marijuana possession and block future federal prosecutions. The pardon was 
largely symbolic. About 6,500 people have federal convictions for illegal drug 
use, but none of these individuals are serving time in federal prisons for 
simple possession alone. 
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     But the move signaled a shift in the federal government’s attitude toward 
pot. In a video statement, Biden urged state governors to pardon individuals 
convicted of possession at the state level. “Too many lives have been 
upended because of our failed approach to marijuana,” he said, “There are 
thousands of people who are convicted for marijuana possession who may 
be denied employment, housing, or educational opportunities as a result.”  
     Six U.S. senators called on the president to revoke the drug’s status as a 
“Schedule I substance” in September. Legislation to legalize marijuana passed 
the House of Representatives. Such a status change could effectively 
decriminalize the drug at the federal level. Biden commissioned a review of 
the drug’s status in his October announcement.  
     In September, a Los Angeles Times report found that legalizing marijuana 
has fueled political corruption in California. Advocates for legalizing the drug 
argued the new industry would create thousands of new jobs in rural 
communities, but the report revealed the industry is riddled with corruption 
throughout the state. The Wall Street Journal documented marijuana’s 
contribution to the surge in violent crime and mass shootings. 
     Through in-school surveys, another study found youth are consuming 
marijuana more frequently than their elders did when they were young, and 
they are doing so in higher doses. The stronger concentrations and larger 
doses mean more young people are getting hooked, and antisocial behavior 
is increasing along with addiction. 
     Some states that legalized marijuana several years ago are now 
researching the effects of high-potency THC in cannabis products. At a forum 
earlier this year for the National Institute on Drug Abuse, Dr. Nora Volkow 
warned about the mental health implications of using high-potency THC 
products. “We are seeing a very significant rise in psychosis associated with 
the consumption of marijuana,” she said. 
     Missouri passed its constitutional amendment to legalize the drug with 
53.1 percent of voters despite strong opposition. “The devil is in the details, 
and we will remain actively involved in Missouri implementation because we 
don’t need another Big Tobacco industry harming kids in Missouri,” said Kevin 
Sabet, who heads the anti-legalization group, SAM Action. 
     Jeffrey Miron, the vice president for research at the CATO Institute, said 
Missouri’s decision to legalize marijuana is the most surprising. The results 
indicate that there is still broad support for legalization among most 
Americans, even in red parts of the country.  
     CATO Institute research indicates that claims on both sides of the debate 
are often overstated. In states that have legalized pot, “none of them has 
witnessed any dramatic negative. They clearly witnessed one noticeable 

positive, which is the collection of tax revenue,” said Miron. But legalization 
also hasn’t resulted in “huge amounts of tax revenue,” nor a “grand blooming 
economy.”  
     John Payne heads Who We Are, the campaign to legalize marijuana use in 
Missouri. He said the results in Missouri indicate growing bipartisan support 
for the drug across the country. “It just shows that this is not a partisan issue,” 
he said, “This is something that transcends partisan divides.” 
     Though more states voted against legalization on Tuesday, they are more 
sparsely populated, said Miron, and don’t signal a notable decline in 
nationwide support. “Overall, there’s pretty strong support if you look at the 
details of the votes, not just whether the ballot measures passed,” he said. 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Addie Offereins is a WORLD reporter who often writes about poverty-
fighting and immigration. She is a graduate of Westmont College and 
the World Journalism Institute. She lives in Austin, Texas, with her 
husband Ben. 
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Communion Preparation 

 
 

STRONG IN GRACE 
 

2 Timothy 4:1-8 
I charge you . . . : preach the word; be ready in season 

and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort. 
2 Timothy 4:1-2 

 
HAT A TREMENDOUS CHARGE, especially in light of the situation in the 
church and world that Timothy lived in. How could Timothy possibly hope 
to carry it out? 

     It seems to me that there are three answers. 
     First, this is God’s charge to Timothy and the charge of the Lord Jesus Christ, not 
merely Paul’s charge. It is why Paul says, “I charge you in the presence of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by his appearing and his 
kingdom.” The work may be hard, but it is God who has given it to us. We cannot take 
his commissioning lightly. We must be faithful to the end.  
     Second, others have done it. Paul had an even more difficult time of ministry than 
Timothy, but Paul had come through, having “fought the good fight,” “finished the 
race,” and “kept the faith” (v. 7). When we are tempted to quit, let’s remember that 
“no temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man”—even the 
temptation to quit—and that “God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted 
beyond your ability.” And there is this too: “he will also provide the way of escape, 
that you may be able to endure it” (1 Cor. 10:13), which leads us to the next point.  
     Third, God will provide the grace we need to be faithful. This is what the end of 2 
Timothy says. It looks like mere personal notes, as in most of Paul’s letters. But it is 
far more. It describes the situation Paul is in. Demas has deserted him. Everyone but 
Luke has departed. Alexander the metalworker did him great harm. At this first trial, 
no one came to his support. But the God of grace was with him. “But the Lord stood 
by me and strengthened me, so that through me the message might be fully 
proclaimed and all the Gentiles might hear it. So I was rescued from the lion’s mouth” 
(v. 17). 
     There it is! If you determine to stand for God without quitting, you find that God 
will stand with you. He will rescue you from every evil attack and in the end bring you 
“safely into his heavenly kingdom” (v. 18). 

          
J. M. Boice, Come to the Waters (P&R Pub., 2017) 
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Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


