The Lord’s Day

He Adds to Our Number
Reception of New Members: Brad and MaryAnn Taft

May 2, 2021

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him

Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

“Be Still and know that I Am God”
“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the LORD: look to the
rock from which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look
to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called
him, that I might bless him and multiply him. For the LORD comforts Zion; he comforts
all her waste places and makes her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden
of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of
song.”
~ Isaiah 51:1-3

*His Call to Us to Worship Him

Christ is Made Known to Us
His Word is Opened to Us
Scripture: Genesis 23

“The grass withers, the flower fades …
But the Word of our God will stand forever.”

Message: The Passing of a Matriarch
Prayer for Response and Obedience

from Revelation 2:8-11

Elder:
People:
Elder:
People:
Elder:

The words of the first and the last, who died and came to life.
He knows our tribulation and our spiritual poverty.
Do not fear what you must suffer, for it is the Lord's test.
Make us faithful unto death and give us the crown of life.
He who has an ear, let him hear - the one who overcomes will not be
hurt by the second death.
People: We seek the Lord of light.
Elder:
Let us worship him.

*Prayer of Invocation

We Come to His Table
The Invitation and the Warning
Sursum Corda Minister: Lift up your hearts.
People: We lift them up to the Lord.
Prayer of Preparation
The Lord’s Supper & Prayers of Thanksgiving
Unison Confession of Our Faith
The Belgic Confession: Article 20

*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God
Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Prayer of Adoration & Confession
Assurance of Pardon
*Hymn of Thanksgiving
Alive in Christ

bulletin, page 11

Hymn #38

We Depart with His Blessing
And Sending of His Spirit

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us
Scripture Reading

Dr. David G. Barker

Ephesians 5:1-21

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings

Elder-led Prayer

*Hymn of our Procession into the World
Psalm 134

Ephesians 2:11-14

Worship Handbook, pg. 1

Worship Handbook, pg. A

*Charge and Benediction: Hallelujah
Postlude
*Congregation Standing

Studies in the Patriarchs
Abraham
The Passing of a Matriarch
Genesis 23
(see also: Is. 51:1-2; 1 Cor. 15; Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Pet. 3:3-6)
We look to Sarah as a role model because:
a) she seemed like a nice lady.
b) she did everything perfectly.
c) Scripture tells us to do this.

Abraham wept at the death of his wife.
What is biblical masculinity?

Should we allow our culture to eliminate this?

Christians facing death.
Why do Christians die?

How should Christians act in the face of death?

Abraham purchases a plot for Sarah’s burial.
What did Ephron offer Abraham?

What should a Christian believe about the body?

Should we continue to bury our dead?
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My Own Thoughts

Last day to place orders is May 2, 2021

Phone/email: ______________________________________________

Name: _______________________________________________________

Cash or checks
**Please make checks payable to New Covenant Presbyterian Church with Youth Missions Trip in memo.

________
$18.99
12 chocolate covered strawberries

________

________
$10
6 chocolate covered strawberries

Quantity:
Suggested donation:
Item:

Sunday, May 9, 2021
Take orders home after worship on:

So God made known his justice toward his Son,
who was charged with our sin,
and he poured out his goodness and mercy on us,
who are guilty and worthy of damnation,
giving to us his Son to die,
by a most perfect love,
and raising him to life
for our justification,
in order that by him
we might have immortality
and eternal life.

Proceeds benefit New Covenant’s Youth Missions Trip Aug 2021

We believe that God –
who is perfectly merciful
and also very just -sent his Son to assume the nature
in which the disobedience had been committed,
in order to bear in it the punishment of sin by his
most bitter passion and death.

Chocolate Covered Strawberries for Mother’s Day!

The Belgic Confession
Article 20
The Justice and Mercy of God in Christ

________

Total Donation:

Confession of Sin

PRAYER REQUESTS
Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org
Expectant Mothers: Sydnee F., Katie H., Lindsay A., Gretchen B., Kendra O.,
and Audra T.
Jeanne, sister of Ginny M., has made wonderful progress in her recovery! She
is now up and walking and was able to go home last week.
Leu B.: Praise the Lord for his slow healing of Leu. He was able to get up and
mow his lawn this week.
Ginny F. for continued healing after her hip surgery.
Macey B. for continued healing after her major surgery.
Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she
cares for him in their home.
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength.
NCPC Family and Friends
Holly (mother of Ryan H.) – stage 1 lung cancer.
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – for spiritual strength as she
undergoes chemo and immunotherapy treatment for liver and lung
cancer
Elaine (Ellie P.’s niece) – pancreatic cancer
Scott (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer
Anna (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer
Kathleen M. – cancer

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway
will be preaching on Ephesians 1:3-14: Predestined for Adoption.
Young Adult Bible Study will meet tonight at 7:30 pm at the Hathaway’s
house. We will have dinner and discuss 1 Corinthians 8. Please contact Patrick
K. if you would like to be added to the email list for this group.
Youth Car Wash Fundraiser: Come out and support our fundraiser for the
youth mission trip this summer! Saturday, May 8, 9:00 am – 12 noon.
___________________________________________________________

New Covenant Presbyterian Church
OFFICER CANDIDATE NOMINATION FORM
The Elders sitting in session for New Covenant Presbyterian Church - recognizing
the spiritual needs of the congregation as well as the increasing maturity among the men of
the congregation – invite the individual members of the congregation to participate in the
process of nominations toward the goal of raising up more men to be ordained as officers for
service within the Church.


“At such times as determined by the Session, keeping in mind that each prospective
officer should be an active male member who meets the qualifications set forth in 1
Timothy 3 and Titus 1.” (PCA BOCO 24. 1)
Men nominated for election to the office of elder or deacon should already be
actively demonstrating these qualifications in practical, faithful ways within the
congregation.

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT
May 2 - 8, 2021
Lord’s Day:

Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Saturday:

9:30 am
11:00 am
5:30 pm
7:30 pm
6:45 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
7:00 pm
9:00 am

Christian Education Hour
Worship Service
Evening Worship Service
Young Adult Study
American Heritage Girls
Ladies Prayer Group
Session Meeting
Summer Youth Group
Youth Car Wash Fundraiser



“… nominees for the office of ruling elder and/or deacon shall receive instruction
in the qualifications and work of the office.” (PCA BOCO 24. 1)
Men are required to go through the necessary training before being eligible to serve.
Some will have already graduated from the Leadership College, but others might be
encouraged to participate in these courses in the immediate future. You can ask
your shepherding elder regarding your desired candidate’s eligibility in this regard.

1.
2.
3.

We ask you, as a member in good standing within this congregation:
to read these sections of God’s Word (1 Tim. 3 and Tit. 1) and others on the subject
of church office,
pray privately regarding the man the Lord may be laying upon your own heart,
and speak privately to that man regarding your intent to put his name in for
nomination.

If you are led to submit a nomination or nominations, please use this form to do so, limiting
yourself to one name per form.

VOLUNTEERS
May 2: Toddler:
May 9: Toddler:

Owens Family, Josh B.
Susan S., Caleb B.

The Session will receive these nominations for a period of four weeks, and then
review the men nominated. Once approved for consideration by the elders, the nominees will
be presented to the congregation for election during the Congregational Meeting, June, 2018.
Name:
Suggested Office of Nomination:
Reasons:

Your Name:

Elder

Deacon

(In the space below, record why it is you believe the nominee would serve
the church well as an officer.)

New Covenant Presbyterian Church
Lord’s Day Evening Service
May 2, 2021
Welcome, Announcements
Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day
Ps. 53:6
Prayer of Adoration
Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God
Scriptural Warning
of the Human Condition
Ps. 53:1, 3-5
and the Way of Salvation
Ps. 53:2
Unison Prayer

Thou hast made man for the glory of thyself and when not an instrument of
that glory, he is a thing of nought; No sin is greater than the sin of unbelief,
for if union with Christ is the greatest good, unbelief is the greatest sin. Lord,
keep me from committing the greatest sin in departing from him, for I can
never in this life perfectly obey and cleave to Christ. What thou takest away
of my outward blessings, it is for sin. Lawful blessings are the secret idols,
and do most hurt; in love divest me of blessings that I may glorify thee the
more; remove the fuel of my sin, and may I prize the gain of holiness against
my losses. The more I love thee with a truly gracious love, the more I desire
to love thee. The more my heart is broken for sin, the more I pray it may be
far more broken. My great evil is that the sins of one day I forget the next.
Keep me from all things that turn to unbelief or lack of felt union with
Christ. In His name, Amen.

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement
to Hope and Obedience
Ps. 53:6
Psalm 53
Worship Handbook
Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving
Scripture Reading: Ephesians 1:3-14
Message: Predestined for Adoption
Closing Hymn: Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery
Worship Handbook, pg. 18
Prayer of Benediction

Studies in the Pastoral Epistles
Predestined for Adoption
Ephesians 1:3-14
Theme: Union with Christ insurmountably secures the
greatest blessing.

How could God have blessed the Ephesians in heavenly places
already?
How could God choose Christians before the foundation of the
world?
How can we be holy and blameless before an infinitely holy
God?
How could Greeks be predestined for adoption?
How has God blessed believers?
How can sinners be bought back?
How can God make known to mere humans the mysteries of his
will?
How can all things in heaven and on earth be united?

New Covenant Presbyterian Church, PCA, Abingdon, MD (410) 569-0289

Dying Well
JANUARY 2007

Derek Thomas
arah lived 127 years…. And Sarah died…. And Abraham went in to mourn for
Sarah and to weep for her” (Gen. 23:1–2). Sarah and Abraham had been married
fifty-two years. He would live almost four decades without her (see Gen. 25:7).
She was sixty-five when she married Abraham, who was ten years older (Gen. 12:4;
see 17:17, where we learn that when he was 100, she was 90). Eleven years into their
marriage, still childless, Abraham was eighty-six and took another wife, Hagar (Gen.
16:16). Fourteen years later, when Abraham was one hundred years old, Sarah at
ninety years of age gave birth to Isaac.
Sarah was stunningly beautiful (Gen. 12:11), and up until she was ninety she
was known as Sarai, meaning “my princess.” Despite her beauty, and possibly because
of it, she was not the easiest of women to live with! John MacArthur is blunt: “She
could throw fits and tantrums. She knew how to be manipulative. And she was even
known to get mean. At one time or another, she exemplified almost every trait
associated with the typical caricature of a churlish woman. She could be impatient,
temperamental, conniving, cantankerous, cruel, flighty, pouty, jealous, erratic,
unreasonable, a whiner, a complainer, or a nag…she may have been something of a
pampered beauty; a classic prima donna” (Twelve Extraordinary Women, Nelson
Books, 2005, p. 27).
The marriage had known its share of sorrows and struggles. Ten years of
childlessness, and at seventy-five, desperation led her to do the unthinkable — suggest
to her husband that he take her mistress, Hagar, as a second wife and bear him children
(Ishmael). The ill-conceived idea signaled a lack of faith bordering on hysteria and
was doomed to disaster from the beginning. Her subsequent mistreatment of Hagar
and the boy, Ishmael, is understandable but mean-spirited — and the entire story, a
symptom of marital dysfunction. Still, troubled marriages can persevere through thick
and thin, and amidst the tension and strife, genuine affection can grow and flourish.
There is no doubt that Abraham loved Sarah and mourned for her at her passing. He
was 137 years old, and the sight of him weeping at her side is deeply moving (Gen.
23:2).

S

Grief over the loss of a loved one is a perfectly appropriate response, even for the
people of God. Christ’s people leave this world for a better one, but the separation,
though temporary, is real and painful. Paul’s admonition to the Thessalonian believers
was not that they should not grieve; it was rather that in their grieving they should
demonstrate the hope of the Gospel (1 Thess. 4:13). Death brings a loneliness that is
at one level impossible to repair. Just as the love of another invigorates, so the loss
drains strength, sometimes for long periods of time.

he loss of Sarah reminded Abraham that this world was not his (or her) home.
He was still a stranger in a foreign land, literally! He was living in Hebron, among the
“Hittites” (Gen. 23:3), even though he had been promised a land that his offspring
would call their own (Gen. 12:7). As yet, there was no sign of it. Just as the promise
of “seed” had been tested, not appearing until Abraham was a hundred years old, a
quarter century after his marriage to Sarah, so the promise of land was tested. He was
still a “sojourner and foreigner” half a century later (Gen. 23:4).
Abraham’s request of the Hittites to be allowed to purchase a plot of land (the
cave of Machpelah, Gen. 23:9) in order to bury her is a way of saying: “This land
doesn’t belong to us yet, but it will. And when it does, Sarah’s body will be resting in
it.” It was Abraham looking ahead, trusting the promise in the midst of pain and
sorrow, living sub specie aeternitatis (from the standpoint of eternity: that is, in twoworldly terms, with this world seen as a path of pilgrimage to the next one). God, who
had promised the land as an ‘achuzzah (“everlasting possession,” Gen. 17:8), is about
to begin the fulfillment of it by way of a grave-plot.
The first piece of promised real-estate is a graveyard! It was a vivid ocular
demonstration of the pilgrim status of the people of God in this world. The land was
always going to be something better than the ground on which Abraham now knelt in
sorrow at the side of his departed wife. “By faith [Abraham] went to live in the land
of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of
the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose
designer and builder is God” (Heb. 11:9–10).
Sarah’s tomb cried aloud that death had no power to destroy the promises of
God. The grave cannot undo the Lord’s covenantal Word. Thus, we have an example
of what eighteenth-century Methodists termed “dying well.” Abraham’s grief, though
tangible, is not without hope. He would himself be buried in this same plot thirty-eight
years later, as would Isaac and Rebekah (Gen. 25:9), Jacob and Leah (Gen. 49:29–32).
It was God’s down payment, his token of assurance to aging Abraham and his children
that God’s Word cannot be broken. The grave would not see final victory. “Thanks be
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Cor. 15:57).
________________________________________________________________
Derek Thomas, “Dying Well,” Tabletalk, January 2007

Women’s Annual Spring Retreat
Saturday, May 15th at NCPC
9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

Lunch is included
To RSVP & choose your lunch, use this sheet OR go to ncpres.org.
Name:

______________________________________________

Choose ONE:
 Chicken salad (gluten free)
(circle choice) lettuce wrap – OR – croissant
 Roast beef sandwich
with cheese, tomato, onion, arugula, and mayonnaise
Choose Sides (all, some, or none):
 Apple
 Chips (bagged)
 (circle choice) Gluten free granola bar – OR – cookie
Notes on menu choices: __________________________________

Would you like a complimentary copy of Sharon Betters’ book,

Treasures of Encouragement:

(circle choice) Yes – OR – No
Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications

