
The Lord’s Day 
May 15, 2022 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”                          Psalm 16:1-2, 5-6, 9-10 
Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; I 
have no good apart from you.” . . . The LORD is my chosen portion and my cup; you 
hold my lot. The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, I have a beautiful 
inheritance. . . . Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh 
also dwells secure. For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one 
see corruption. 
 

*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                               Psalm 36:5-9   
Elder: Your steadfast love, O LORD, extends to the heavens, your faithfulness 

to the clouds. 
People:  Your righteousness is like the mountains of God; your judgments are 

like the great deep; man and beast you save. O LORD. 
Elder: How precious is your steadfast love, O God! The children of mankind 

take refuge in the shadow of your wings. They feast on the abundance 
of your house, and you give them drink from the river of your delights. 

People: For with you is the fountain of life; in your light do we see light. 
Elder: The Lord is dwelling among His Congregation. 

    People:    We have come at his bidding.  
    Elder:         Let us worship our God. 
 

*Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Psalm 29: Now unto Jehovah, Ye Sons of the Mighty              Hymn #45 
       How Great Thou Art                                                                      Hymn #44 
 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Reading of the Law                                                                
    Responsive Reading of Ecclesiastes 5:1-17                          bulletin, pg. 14 
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                       Unison Prayer 
Most holy and merciful God, you have searched us, and you know us; you are 
acquainted with all our ways. We confess our sinfulness before you and seek your 
forgiveness. We have failed in our duty; we have forgotten our high calling; we have 
fallen into many temptations. We have dishonored your name; we have injured our 
neighbors; we have hurt our own souls. Give us, we pray, the spirit of true 
repentance, that we may turn from our sins and forsake them with our whole heart; 

and in your great love, have mercy on us and absolve us from our guilt; for the sake 
of your dear Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                      Psalm 32:1-2 
Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is 
the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no 
deceit. 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
Let All Things Now Living                                                          Hymn #125 
 

Intercessory Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
     I Belong to Jesus                                                                           Hymn #129 
 

His Word is Opened to Us                                                 Dr. David G. Barker 
Scripture:  Genesis 37:12-36 

“The grass withers, the flower fades … 
But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message: The Good Yet Ahead of You 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Prayer for His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory         “From Everlasting (Psalm 90)” – Gretchen B. & Jillian G. 
       *Doxology 
 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 

*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       It Is Well with My Soul                                                                  Hymn #691 
 

*Charge and Benediction                                                          (Hymn 34, vs. 3) 

He by himself hath sworn, I on his oath depend; 
I shall on eagles’ wings upborne, to heav’n ascend. 

I shall behold his face, I shall his pow’r adore, 
And sing the wonders of his grace forevermore. 

Postlude                                                                            *Congregation Standing 

 



Studies in the Patriarchs 
Joseph 

The Good Yet Ahead of You 

Genesis 37:12-36 
(see also: Gen. 15; Num. 12:3; 1 Chron. 5:1; Ps. 37:11; Is. 11:4; 29:19; Prov. 

18:24; Mt. 5:5; Jn. 11:50; Acts 7:9; Eph. 1:10; Rev. 21:10-13) 

The story of Joseph and his brothers teach us: 
a) that you are not the only one with creepy siblings. 
b) that salvation is only by God’s grace for any of us. 
c) that by being like Joseph will earn God’s favor. 

I.  The theme of Joseph’s entire story. 

 you meant _________ against me, but God meant it for ___________, 

 

II.  The even larger picture. 

  Abraham   Christ 

Gen. 12 

Gen. 15 

  a. 

  b. 

  c. 

  Weak    Meek 

 

 

III.  Background points 

 Favoritism 

 

 Primogeniture 

 

IV.  Two brothers in focus 

 Reuben 

 

 

 Judah 

 

My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Responsive Reading 
 Ecclesiastes 5:1-17 (ESV) 
 
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is 
better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are 
doing evil. 
 
Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 
before God, 
 
For God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. 
 
For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many words. 
 
When you make a vow to God, do not delay paying it; for He has no pleasure 
in fools. Pay what you vow; 
 
It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 
 
Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger 
that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the 
work of your hands? 
 
For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God 
is the one you must fear. 
 
If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice 
and righteousness, do not be amazed at the matter, for the high official is 
watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. But this is gain 
for a land in every way: a king committed to cultivated fields. He who loves 
money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his 
income; this also is vanity. 
 
When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has 
their owner but to see them with his eyes? 
 
Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full 
stomach of the rich will not let him sleep. 
 

There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun; riches were kept by 
their owner to his hurt, 
 
And those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he 
has nothing in his hand. 
 
As he came from his mother’s womb he shall go again. 
 
Naked as he came; and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away 
in his hand. 
 
This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, 
 
And what gain is there to him who toils for the wind? 
 
Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness 
and anger. 

 



 

 
 



  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Heather Dem., Cindy S. (twins), Megan (R.) S. (twins), 
and Catherine M. 
 

Lola, Susan T.’s newborn niece, who had open heart surgery. She had an 
abnormal heart rhythm but the doctors treated it with medication and it 
stopped. She is now off of all meds except an IV drip for fluids. She is starting 
to cry and to eat more and more. 
 

Scott, Kent P.’s brother. Scott has more brain tumors per recent MRI reports. 
The tumors are affecting his speech and coordination. The Oncologist told the 
family that this progression usually means 2-3 weeks of time. Thank you for 
praying for us at this time. 
 

Bob, neighbor of Sueann W., as he continues to recover for surgery for 
removal of his larynx. 
 

Paul Fin. as he is on hospice care. 
 

Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 

NCPC Family and Friends 
Mason (fiancé of Sydney S.) – Ewing’s sarcoma 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) –metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis. 
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – liver and lung cancer 
Amy (friend of Chris M.) – cancer 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 
___________________________________________________________ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Rev. Paul Foster will be 
preaching on Luke 1:1-4: How Can We know for Sure? 
 
Alpha’s Glory Baby Bottles: Please consider taking home a baby bottle this 
Sunday for the Alpha’s Glory baby bottle fundraiser. Fill it with change and 

cash to donate to Alpha’s Glory Pregnancy Center and then return it to church 
on Father’s Day, June 19th. Alpha’s Glory is a local ministry that offers 
mentoring programs for moms and dads, parenting classes, pregnancy tests, 
material assistance, post abortion support, ultrasound exams, and resources 
for young families. If you’d like to know more, please visit alphasglory.org.  
 

Picnic & Play: TODAY, immediately after the morning worship service. Note 
that we will cancel in the event of bad weather. 
 

Care Food Night: Our next opportunity to feed the homeless of Harford 
County will be TOMORROW, May 16, at Calvary Baptist Church. If you’d like 
to help out, see Pam M. 
 

Beach Shepherding Group is canceled for this month. 
 

Worship Team: The Worship team is looking for people interested in singing 
on Sunday mornings for the livestream. If you’re interested, please contact 
Gretchen at gretchen.barker@ncpres.org. Also, if you’re interested in Special 
Music, please reach out. We are always looking for ways people can share 
their gifts, whether it be singing or playing an instrument! 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 

May 15 - 21, 2022 
Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service 
Monday: **Care Food Night @ Calvary Baptist Church** 
     6:45 pm American Heritage Girls 
Tuesday:     10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
     7:00 pm Missions Committee Meeting 
    7:00 pm NCCS Board Meeting 
Thursday:   6:00 pm Men’s Softball Game @ Beachmont 
Saturday:   9:00 am Ladies Spring Retreat 

 

HELPERS 
May 15: Infant:     Suzie C., Sara V.   
               Toddler:  Dan & Micah F.                    
May 22: Infant:     Melanie S., Heather Dav.   
               Toddler:  Diana & Meghan M. 

mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org
mailto:gretchen.barker@ncpres.org


High School Bible Reading Schedule  
 

May 15-21, 2022                         
Hosea 10            Hosea 13              
Hosea 11            Hosea 14                 
Hosea 12                         

___________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 
Dear Church Family, 
John and I want to let you know how much we have 
appreciated all the support during Vien’s illness and his 
eventual passing. We are overwhelmed by the love, 
cards, and people just “checking in” to make sure we are 
doing well. The Lord has been abundantly gracious to 
us. He has led us day by day as we tackle things that are 
absolutely out of our comfort zone. We ask prayer to 
continually rely on God for patience, to remember His 
promises and that He is carrying us each day. Thank you for loving us well. We feel 
very blessed by each of you, and that God has given us such a wonderful church family 
for support. 

Love, 
Laura and John N. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
Nursery Helpers Needed!! 

We are in need of some ladies to join the childcare team serving in the infant room, 
either full-time or temporarily through the summer. If you are a regular attendee of 
member (over age 18), would you prayerfully consider helping? You can add your 
name below, tear off this section of the page and drop in the offering plate. Thank 
you! Please reach out to Rachel with questions: ryan_rachelhall@yahoo.com  
 

 I would like to be a childcare helper        NAME: ________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 
Rev. Robert and Joanne Tanzie, MTW-Spain 
Previously discipling and church planting in 

Madrid, Spain. Now, retiring and on Home 

Ministry Assignment.  

 Based in downtown Madrid, the Tanzies worked 

with Spanish nationals in church planting, 

leadership training, and evangelism. Thus far, five 

churches have been planted and a sixth plant has 

begun. The Tanzies have worked closely with the pastors of these churches who 

meet the spiritual needs of the lost and work to connect with those who are 

unfamiliar with the Christian faith, or are hostile to it. 
 Robert and Joanne are nearing retirement. At the end of 2021, they moved back 

to the United States and have settled in their new apartment in New York City. 

They will officially retire at the end of 2022 after a yearlong Home Ministry 

Assignment (HMA). 

 They are reflecting on the difficulties of returning home after being on mission in 

another country for so many years. They say for many missionaries, “some give 

up more by returning home than by staying in the field.” Many return and must 

build a new set of friendships, and buying or renting a home can be a great 

financial challenge. However, they have much to be thankful for, having found a 

new and welcoming church home in New York, and are in a secure financial 

situation. 

 They ask for prayers: 

o To remember both newly retiring missionaries and those just arriving on 

their fields of service, and especially their missionary children.   

For safe travel for Robert & Joanne as they continue their visits until the   
end of this year.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NCPC Financial Snapshot for 2022 
(January – April) 

Budgeted Average Weekly Giving: $11,325 

Actual Average Weekly Giving: $12,370 

Average Weekly Expenses: $11,976 

 

 

 

 

MISSIONARY CORNER 
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New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
May 15, 2022 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day           Ps. 91:1 

Prayer of Adoration 

Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition          Ps. 91:3-8 
 and the Way of Salvation                   Ps. 91:9-13 

Unison Prayer 
 LORD of the cloud and fire, lead me as you led the Israelites out of 
Egypt, through the Red Sea and both into and out of the wilderness into the 
land of promise. Remind me that I am only a stranger here, to be blessed with 
a stranger’s indifference to the riches of this world; remind me that my hands 
hold a pilgrim’s staff, that my march is Zionward, that my eyes are toward 
the coming of the Lord. 
 My heart is in Your hands without reserve. I love You with soul, 
mind, body, strength, might, spirit, affection, will, desire, intellect, and 
understanding. Compared with You the sun is darkness, all beauty 
deformity, all wisdom folly, the best goodness faulty. 
 Invigorate my love that it may rise worthily to You, tightly entwine 
itself round You, be allured by You. Then shall my pilgrim walk be endless 
praise. In Christ’s name, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience      Ps. 91:14-16 

Psalm 91                                      Worship Handbook 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading: Luke 1:1-4 

Message: “How Can We Know for Sure?” 

Closing Hymn          Trinity Hymnal, p. 141 

Prayer of Benediction 

Sermon Notes 
“How Can We Know for Sure?” 

Luke 1:1-4 
the Rev. Paul Foster 

 
A. Context 

 
 
 
 

B. Theophilus 
 
 
 
 

C. “Things” 
 
 
 
 

D. You have been taught 
 
 
 
 

E. Certainty 
 
 
 
 

F. The Gospel in Luke 
 
 
 
 
 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church, PCA, Abingdon, MD 
(410) 569-0289 



Worship in Heaven 

 

Revelation 4:6b-11 

“Around the throne, on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of eyes 

in front and behind: the first living creature like a lion, the second living creature like 

an ox, the third living creature with the face of a man, and the fourth living creature 

like an eagle in flight” (vv. 6b–7). 

 

ommenting on the similarity between the lightning and thunder 

in John’s vision of heaven (Rev. 4:1–6a) and God’s appearance 

on Mount Sinai (Ex. 19), Matthew Henry writes, “God gave 

forth the law on Mount Sinai; and the gospel has not less glory and 

authority than the law, though it be of a more spiritual nature.” In 

Revelation, we get a manifold revelation of the glory and authority of 

God and the glory and authority of His gospel, for which we are to lay 

down our lives if it means staying true to Jesus (Rev. 2:10). In so doing, 

we actually lose nothing, for we will rule and reign forever over all 

things alongside our Savior (3:26–28; 2 Tim. 2:12). 

     Revelation 4:6b–11 continues the description of John’s vision of 

heaven. We see in verses 6b–8 that in addition to twenty-four elders 

around the throne of God, “four living creatures” are present in heaven. 

One creature looks like a lion, one like an ox, one like a man, and one 

like an eagle, and each has six wings and is covered in eyes. This 

imagery comes from Ezekiel 1, although each of the four creatures in 

Ezekiel’s prophecy had four faces and only four wings. We are not 

meant to think that John is seeing something different from what Ezekiel 

saw. Both use extensive symbolic imagery to describe the magnificence 

of the beings they saw. The power and glory of these angelic creatures 

is so great that Ezekiel and John have to talk about them in terms of the 

most magnificent of earthly creatures; human language cannot fully 

convey their splendor. Being covered with eyes probably indicates that 

nothing escapes the sight of these creatures. That, as one commentator 

notes, draws our attention to God. If these creatures can in some sense 

see everything, how much more does the Lord, who made these 

creatures, see and know all things? 

     John’s vision tells us that the chief task of the four supernatural 

creatures involves worshiping God. Like the angels in Isaiah’s heavenly 

vision, they praise the Lord for His incomparable holiness (Isa. 6:3) and 

exalt Him for His eternality. He “was and is and is to come!” (Rev. 4:8). 

Yet, these creatures do not worship the Lord by themselves. As they 

unceasingly praise God, the twenty-four elders fall down and glorify 

Him as well, casting down their crowns and proclaiming Him worthy of 

all honor because He created and sustains all things (vv. 9–11). As the 

twenty-four elders represent God’s people, this points to at least some 

of what we will be doing in heaven—worshiping the Lord in the 

splendor of His holiness. 

 
C O R A M  D E O  Living before the face of God 

 

Human beings were created for the glory of God, and we find our 

identity most truly as we worship Him. In the state of glory, we will 

behold the face of God. We will not grow tired of this, for seeing our 

Creator will fulfill every one of our longings. Today, our corporate 

worship is a foretaste of the yet more glorious worship to come. As we 

join with others in worship on the Lord’s Day, we are preparing 

ourselves for heaven. 
___________________________________________________________ 
“Worship in Heaven,” Tabletalk, October, 2020 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C 

https://www.esv.org/Rev.%204%3A1%E2%80%936a/
https://www.esv.org/Ex.%2019/
https://tabletalkmagazine.com/daily-study/2020/10/worship-in-heaven/
https://www.esv.org/Rev.%202%3A10/
https://www.esv.org/2%20Tim.%202%3A12/
https://www.esv.org/Revelation%204%3A6b%E2%80%9311/
https://www.esv.org/Ezekiel%201/
https://www.esv.org/Isa.%206%3A3/
https://www.esv.org/Rev.%204%3A8/


 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 


