
The Lord’s Day 
March 19, 2023 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”                                                   Psalm 96:1-6 
Oh sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth! Sing to the LORD, 
bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day. Declare his glory among the 
nations, his marvelous works among all the peoples! For great is the LORD, and 
greatly to be praised; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the peoples 
are worthless idols, but the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are 
before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 
 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                    from Revelation 3:14-22 

Elder: The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of 
God's creation. 

People:  He knows our works, he knows that we are wretched, pitiable, poor, 
blind and naked. 

Elder:  Buy from him gold refined by fire so that you may be rich.  And buy white 
garments so that you may clothe yourself, that the shame of your 
nakedness may not be seen.  And buy salve to anoint your eyes so that 
you may see. 

People: Those whom he loves, he reproves and disciplines.  May we be zealous 
and repent. 

Elder:  Behold, he stands at the door and knocks. 
People:  May we hear his voice and open unto him. 
Elder:  To the one who overcomes, I will grant to sit with me on my throne. 
People:  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the church. 
Elder:  Let us worship God. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Sing Praise to the Lord!                                                                    Hymn #21 
       Psalm 98: O Sing a New Song to the LORD                            bulletin, pg. 26 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
 
Scripture Reading                                                         
      Responsive Reading of Isaiah 40                                               bulletin, pg. 18 
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                            Unison Prayer 
O God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, we hope in thy word. There we see thee, not on 
a fearful throne of judgment but on a throne of grace waiting to be gracious. They 
that know thy name put their trust in thee. How many now glorified in heaven, are 
thy witnesses exemplifying in their recovery from the ruins of the fall the freeness, 
riches, and efficacy of thy grace! All that were ever saved were saved by thee, and 
will through eternity exclaim, ‘Not unto us, but unto thy name give glory.’ Thou hast 
chosen to transact all thy concerns with us through a mediator who is prince and 
savior. To him we look, on him we depend, through him we are justified. May we 
derive relief from his sufferings without ceasing to abhor sin; feel the double efficacy 
of his blood, tranquilizing and cleansing our consciences; delight in his service as well 
as in his sacrifice; be constrained by his love to live not to ourselves but to him. 
Impressed with the number and greatness of thy benefits, may we bless and praise 
thee at all times. In Jesus’ name and for His sake, Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                       Hebrews 10:10; Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 66                            

We have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for 
all. 
This is God’s gospel promise: to forgive our sins and give us eternal life by grace 
alone because of Christ’s one sacrifice finished on the cross. 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving 

In Christ Alone                                                       Worship Handbook, pg. 44 
 
Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 

 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
 
Hymn of Prayer    
      Speak O Lord                                                         Worship Handbook, pg. 68 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                                                  

Scripture:  Psalm 98 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 
 

Message: The Lord Comes!                                   Rev. Andrew Gretzinger 
 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

 



We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

 
Prayer for His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory                              

       *Doxology 
 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come                                          Hymn #195 
 

*Charge and Benediction                                                        (Hymn 320, vs. 4) 

Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 
Arise, thou sun so longed for, o’er this benighted sphere. 
With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 
The day of earth’s redemption that brings us unto thee. 

 
Postlude                                                                        

*Congregation Standing 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Responsive Reading 
Isaiah 40 (ESV) 

 

Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, 
 
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 
 
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God. 
 
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. 
 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, 
 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
A voice says, “Cry!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 
All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
 
The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades, 
 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 
with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, fear not; say to the 
cities of Judah, 
 
“Behold your God!” 
 
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, 
his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
 
He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; 
he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
 

Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked off the 
heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a measure and weighed 
the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance? 
 
Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him his 
counsel? 
 
Whom did he consult, and who made him understand? Who taught him the 
path of justice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him the way of 
understanding? 
 
Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted as the 
dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like fine dust. 
 
Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a burnt 
offering. 
 
All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted by him as less 
than nothing and emptiness. 
 
To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with him? An 
idol! 
 
A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and casts for it 
silver chains. 
 
He who is too impoverished for an offering chooses wood that will not rot; 
 
he seeks out a skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not move. 
 
Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the 
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
 

 
 

(continued on next page) 
 
 
 
 



It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like 
grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads 
them like a tent to dwell in; 
 
who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as 
emptiness. 
 
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem taken root 
in the earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, and the tempest 
carries them off like stubble. 
 
To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says the Holy 
One. Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? 
 
He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, by the 
greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not one is missing. 
 
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden from the 
LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the everlasting God, 
the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
 
He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he increases 
strength. 
 
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall exhausted; 
 
but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall 
mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they 
shall walk and not faint. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
 

WIC invites anyone who would like to 
purchase a lily in honor or in memory of 
someone special to fill out this form and 
drop it in the offering plate.  Or, you can 
email your request to the church office at 
ncpc@ncpres.org.  
 
The lilies will be used to decorate the church through Resurrection 
Sunday at which time you are welcome to take it home with you! 
 
Cost is $10.00.  Make out a check to NCPC and write in the memo 
line:  Easter Lilies  
 

 

 

          

 

EASTER LILY ORDER FORM 
 

 Easter Lily for $10.00:   How many?     
 

 
Your Name: 

 
 
Please write in your message in honor or in memory of your loved 
one: 
 
 
 

 
Deadline for order:  April 5th 
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Church Directory Update 
If you would like to be added to our Spring 2020 Church Directory, or if there has 
been a change in your information, please fill in this form and drop it in the offering 
plate.   

 
Name:                      
 
Address:         
 
          
 
Spouse (if does not attend NCPC):       
 
Phone No.:         
 
Status:     M=Member     R=Regular Attendee 
    
Birthdates:        
   
Wedding Anniversary:         
 
Children:      ______________________  B-date: ______________ 
 
                        ______________________               ______________ 
 
                       ______________________               ______________ 

Use back of page for additional children’s names and birthdates 

 
 
Family Email Address:   
 
 
 

  I do not have access to the website or email:  Please call 
or send me prayer requests and information in the mail. 

 

 



Alpha’s Glory Fundraiser Collection 
 

WIC is collecting Maryland themed items to make 
a basket that will be donated to Alpha’s Glory as 

part of their Tea and Auction Fundraiser. 
 

Recommended items include: 
- Anything associated with Maryland or with the Maryland 

flag/colors 
- Gift cards to locally owned, small businesses (coffee shops, 

eateries, etc.) 
 

Please bring your donations to the box in the narthex by April 9th. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

Spring Egg Hunt 
 

April 1st, 10 am – 12 pm 
Age 2 – Grade 6 

 
Come out and join us for an egg hunt and 
fun crafts and activities!  
 

Please bring an empty egg carton per participant. 
 

See Gretchen B. if you’d like to donate candy. 
 
______________________________________________________ 

 

 

Please Mind Your Children 

The Elders ask you to please watch over your 
children after the Worship Service. 
 

  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 

 

Expectant Mothers: Autumn T., Heather Dav., Sydnee F., and Rachel S. 
(daughter-in-law of Greg and Susan S.). 
 
Tommy L. is well and peacefully recovering from a complex surgery. They are 
giving glory and thanks to God. 
 
Barbara (stepmother of David T.) recently had a scan with no signs of neck or 
tonsil treatment! She still needs prayer as she has been having difficulty 
recovering from the treatment. 
 
Rhonda (Ginny F.’s friend whose husband died on Jan. 8): Pray for her as she 
continues to adjust to life without her husband. They had no children so she 
is very alone. Please pray that her suffering would draw her to Jesus as her 
Savior, and that the Lord would give Ginny opportunities to point her dear 
friend to Christ each time they are together. 
 
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
Paul Fin. on long term care at home. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Macey – complications from major organ transplants 
Bill (friend of Gretchen & Steve B.) – recovering from lung transplant 
Carol (mother of Jonathan C.) – recovering from Guillian-Barre 
Jolene (NCCS mom) – stage 4 cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) –metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The Missions Conference will continue tonight at 5:30 pm. We will hear a 
ministry report from Dan and Sarah Eberle, followed by an ice cream social 
hosted by the youth group.  
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Middle and High School Bible Reading Schedule  
 
 

March 19 - 25, 2023      

          
 

 
 
 

 

 
______________________________________________ 

 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
March 19 - 25, 2023  

 
Lord’s Day:           9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
 Adults and Youth: Prayer for Missionaries 
 1-5 Grade Children together with  
 missionaries (Linda Karner) 
 11:00 am Worship Service 
   5:30 pm Ministry Report from Eberles 
   7:00 pm Ice Cream Social  
Monday:   7:00 pm AHG Unit Leader Meeting 
Tuesday:  10:15 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Wednesday:    6:30 pm Kids Quest / Quest / Vision 
    6:30 pm Ladies Bible Study on Titus & Philemon 
    6:45 pm Men’s Bible Study on Romans 
Saturday: 10:00 am Baby Shower for Autumn T. 
   

 
CHILDCARE HELPERS 

 

Mar 19:  Infant:  Nancy C., Melanie S. 
                Toddler: Ryan & Rachel H. 
Mar 26:  Infant:  Susan T., Diana & Maria M. 
                Toddler: Nick & Sophie H. 

 
 

For: Members of the New Covenant congregation with 
warm greetings in Christ. 
  
The Session is calling the congregation to attend a special congregational 
meeting in the church building on Wed, the 19th of April 2023, at 7:00 p.m. 
for the purpose of voting to withdraw from the Presbyterian Church in 
America (PCA) denomination and voting to seek affiliation with the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church (OPC) denomination.  Please plan to attend the meeting 
– it’ll mark an important milestone in the continuing life of New Covenant 
Presbyterian Church. 
  
The docket for the meeting will also include making official calls to our three 
pastors – David G. Barker, Nicholas C. Hathaway, and Kurt A. Scharping – so 
that we can present them for installation by the OPC as our pastors going 
forward. 
  
The meeting on the 19th of April 2023 will comply with the 30-day-notice 
provisions of PCA Book of Church Order Chapter 25-11 (third paragraph) 
quoted here: 
  
            Particular churches need remain in association with any court of this body only 

so long as they themselves so desire.  The relationship is voluntary, based upon 
mutual love and confidence, and is in no sense to be maintained by the exercise of 
any force or coercion whatsoever.  A particular church may withdraw from any court 
of this body at any time for reasons which seem to it sufficient, provided however, the 
congregation is given at least thirty-days’ notice of any meeting where the 
congregation is to vote on a proposed withdrawal from the Presbyterian Church in 
America. 

  
We have two more informal question-and-answer sessions scheduled 
between now and the 19th of April voting meeting,: the Lord’s Day, the 2nd 
of April 2023, at 9:30 a.m., and Wed, the 12th of April, at 7:00 
p.m.  Meanwhile, please direct your questions to the pastors and the elders. 
  
Sincerely for the Session, 
  
David A. O’Steen 
Clerk of Session 
 
 

 

Middle School:                  High School: 
John 3:1-21 Ezekiel 45 
John 3:22-36 Ezekiel 46 
John 4:1-42 Ezekiel 47 
John 4:43-54 Ezekiel 48 
John 5:1-18 Joel 1 
 Joel 2 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Richard and Angelica Ramsay, MTW-USA 
Theological education, online and in person, 

throughout Latin America  
Richard Ramsay and Angelica work with the ministry of 

Thirdmill, which provides online seminary courses and free 

online courses with thousands who have registered to 

study them. He recently reported that students from 

Mexico, Columbia, Costa Rica, Chili, the Dominican 

Republic, New Zealand, and the United States are taking his 

course on “Greek and Exegesis.” It is a difficult course, but the students learned how 

much they can get from a serious study of a Bible passage. One student reported that 

the people at his church have noticed the difference in his preaching and it is 

transforming lives. Thirdmill shares their resources with other seminaries, one of 

which has over 30,000 students enrolled in their free certificate program. The courses 

are available in 22 languages. 

 Their baby granddaughter, Penelope River 

Prieb, was born and is healthy and growing. They are 

praying for her continued health and for their 

daughter, Melany, and her husband, Tyler, as they 

transition to a new lifestyle as parents. Their son, 

Nicholas, will finish his medical residency in June and 

has accepted a position in the Emergency Department 

of a Chicago hospital. He and his wife, Stephanie, are 

very happy with the new plans. 

 Angelica’s mother, who lives in Chili, has 

recently fallen again and was hospitalized. Please pray 

for her and Angelica’s sister who cares for her. 

 
 

Reported by Missions Committee member, Joyce Barker 

 
 

 
 

 

Upcoming Harford County Public Meetings 

Harford County Public Schools Board of Education Meetings  

o March 27th, @ 6:30 pm 

o April 17th, @ 6:30 pm 

o April 24th, @ 6:30 pm 

*All meetings held at the A.A. Roberty Building*  

Bel Air Town Meetings  

o March 20th, @ 5:30 pm 

o April 3rd, @ 5:30 pm 

o April 17th, @ 5:30 pm 

*All meetings held at McFaul Activities Center* 

Harford County Council Meetings  

o March 21st, @ 7:30 pm 

o April 4th, @ 6:00 pm 

o April 11th, @ 7:15 pm 

o April 18th, @ 7:30 pm 

*Meetings may be held virtually or at 212 S Bond St in Bel Air* 

______________________________________________ 
 

No Food or Drinks  

in the Worship Room 
 

The Deacon Board would like to ask the 

congregation to refrain from bringing food or 

drinks into the worship room. 

 

 

MISSIONARY CORNER 

 

 

 

 



The Joyful Noise of Trumpets 
P s a l m  9 8  

 
“With trumpets and the sound of the horn make a joyful noise before the King, the 
Lord! . . . He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples with equity 

(vv. 6–9). 
 
 

cripture uses trumpets in many places to announce the Lord’s 
judgment. Trumpets were blown as Joshua led the Israelites in 
procession around Jericho, proclaiming that the day of judgment on 

Canaan had arrived (Josh. 6). Second Chronicles 13 tells us that trumpets 
were blown as Jeroboam and his army were defeated for going against the 
Davidic king. Jeremiah heard the trumpets of battle as God prepared to judge 
Jerusalem for its transgressions (Jer. 4:19–31). 
     Due to these associations with judgment, it is no surprise that the Feast of 
Trumpets came to be celebrated as an anticipation of that last day when the 
Creator will right all wrongs and cause eternal justice to fall upon the enemies 
of His people. That will be a dreadful day for the impenitent, but for those 
who have been declared righteous, it will be a day of glory. Today’s passage 
depicts the joy and celebration that will occur when the perfectly righteous 
Judge brings the Feast of Trumpets to its fullest consummation. In its original 
context, Psalm 98 may have been written to celebrate the return of Israel 
from the Babylonian exile, an event that is connected to the latter days (Deut. 
4:25–31). On account of the impenitence of most Israelites, the return in 538 
BC did not result in the glorious age of righteousness; thus, the faithful 
remnant saw in Psalm 98 an anticipation of a greater restoration that was to 
come. 
     Like the trumpets sounded at Feast of Trumpets, which looked forward to 
that final day, trumpets will be sounded on the great day of judgment (Ps. 
98:6). But what is most notable about the prediction of the end in this psalm 
is that many of the enemies of Israel will also see the salvation of the Lord. 
When the Creator finally makes visible His invisible reign in its fullness, even 
the ends of the earth will benefit from His redemption, along with the faithful 
remnant in Israel of course (v. 3). Under the new covenant, we see how God 
is extending this salvation to the whole world, namely, by transforming the 
hearts of the Gentiles and incorporating them into the true Israel of God, that 
community of Jews and Gentiles who trust in the great son of David (Rom. 

11). Though we wait for that final trumpet blast, the Lord’s addition of the 
Gentiles to His church has brought the final fulfillment of the Feast of 
Trumpets closer than it was under the old covenant (13:11). 
 

CORAM DEO Living before the face of God 
 
Paul tells us that God will judge us according to our righteousness on that last 
day (Rom. 2:1–11). Yet if we depend on our own works that day, all hope will 
be lost for us. Instead, we must depend on the imputed righteousness of 
Christ, which is ours by faith alone in the person and work of our Savior (2 
Cor. 5:21). Let us be clear that His righteousness is the only way for any 
human being to pass through the fire of His judgment unscathed. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
“The Joyful Noise of Trumpets,” Tabletalk, June 2010 
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New Covenant has back issues of the 
Tabletalk devotionals that are free for the 

asking. Please see any Elder if you are 
interested in getting one. 
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Shepherding Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite and remind you to participate in one of our Shepherding 

Groups. Each Group meets once a month and is led by one of our Ruling 

Elders. Come join us for a time of learning, fellowship, and prayer!  

 

Beach Shepherding Group: will meet at the Beach house on the third 

Thursdays of each month at 7:00 pm for Bible fellowship and dessert. 

O’Steen Shepherding Group: will combine occasional get-togethers with in-

home elder visits. 

Scharping Shepherding Group: will meet at NCPC on the second Thursday of 

each month at 6:45 pm. 

Stewart Shepherding Group: meets at the Stewart home on the second 

Saturday of each month at 5:00 pm for dinner, Bible study, and prayer. 

van Zuylen (Interim) Shepherding Group: will meet the fourth Tuesday of 

each month at the Hathaway home. Meetings begin at 7:00 pm and include 

light snacks and desserts. 

 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 


