
The Lord’s Day 
June 6, 2021 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
    “How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn! How you are cut down 
to the ground, you who laid the nations low! You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to 
heaven; above the stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of 
assembly in the far reaches of the north; I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; 
I will make myself like the Most High.’”                                                    ~ Isaiah 14:12-14 
 

*His Call to Us to Worship Him              from Revelation 2:12-17 
Elder: The words of him who has the sharp two-edged sword.  He knows where 

you dwell and who reigns in your hearts. 
People:  May we repent and hold fast to your name and not deny the faith. 
Elder:  Repent and I will come to you soon and war against your enemies with 

my mouth. 
People:  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the church. 
Elder:  To the one who overcomes I will give some of the hidden manna, the 

white stone, and a new name that no one know except the one who 
receives it. 

People:  Let us worship our God. 
 

*Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       A Mighty Fortress is Our God                                                              Hymn #92 

  
The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 

Reading of the Law                                                       
     Responsive Reading of the Moral Law                                         bulletin, pg. 8 
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                              Unison Prayer 
Behold I was brought forth in iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me. For all 
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. The heart is deceitful above all things 
and desperately sick, who can know it? There is a way that seems right to a man but 
in the end it leads to death. For from within, out of the heart of man, come evil 
thoughts, sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery. We have all become like one 
who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. All we like 
sheep have gone astray – we have turned – every one – to his own way, and the Lord 
has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
                                                 (taken from Jeremiah, Isaiah, Romans, Mark, Psalms, and Proverbs) 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                       Revelation 1:4-6 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      The King of Love My Shepherd Is                                                    Hymn #184 
 

Intercessory Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
His Word is Opened to Us                Rev. Nicholas Hathaway 

Scripture:  Ephesians 2:1-10 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  Walking in Sin to Walking in Works 
 

Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

Hymn of Preparation 
      Come, Behold the Wondrous Mystery                 Worship Handbook, pg. 18 
 

We Come to His Table 
The Invitation and the Warning 
   Sursum Corda - Minister:  Lift up your hearts. 
   People:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Prayer of Preparation 

  
The Lord’s Supper & Prayers of Thanksgiving 
 

Unison Confession of Our Faith                              
Westminster Shorter Catechism, questions 88-90                Hymnal, pg. 876 

  
We Depart with His Blessing  

And Sending of His Spirit 
Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings 
 

*Hymn of our Procession into the World          
Psalm 134                                                  Worship Handbook, pg. A 

 

*Charge and Benediction:    Hallelujah 
 

Postlude                                                                           
  

*Congregation Standing 



Studies in the Pastoral Epistles 
Walking in Sin to Walking in Works 

Ephesians 2:1-10 
 

Theme: God's grace redeems us from sinful purpose to our original 
purpose 
 
You were a  ____________  man walking. 
 
 

You were a follower of an  _____________  prince. 
 
 

You were living in the  ____________  of your mind. 
 
 

You were destined for God's _____________  with all others 
 
 

But... 
 
 

You were  _________________  for good works 
 
 

you were  ____________________  by grace 
 
 

you were  __________________  with Christ 
 
 

And... 
 
 

you will see immeasurable  ______________  of grace 
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_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
I will be attending the Bridal Shower for Catherine Ciliax on Saturday, 
June 19th. 
 
Name(s):  

 
 

Catherine 
Ciliax 

Saturday, June 19, 2020 
10:00 AM 

At Janet B.’s home 
 

Shower 
THE BRIDE 

If you would like to purchase your own gift, 
Catherine is registered at: 

theknot.com 
 

Click “Find a Couple” 
Search Catherine Ciliax or Nathan Markette 

Enter the wedding date of July 2021 

Janet B. will be collecting money via cash, check, or Venmo 
until June 13th in order to purchase a group gift for the shower. 

Gift Registry 



  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Katie H., Lindsay A., Gretchen B., Kendra O., Audra T., 
and Annie H. 
 
The Missions Committee asks you to please pray for Peter Lkayo and the 
Baalah School as the people are sorely under attack. See the end of the 
prayer list for more detailed prayer requests.  
 
Leu B. as he continues to recover from his hematoma.  
 
Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she 
cares for him. 
 
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Lori (Gretchen B.’s mother) – cancer 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – for spiritual strength as she  
        undergoes chemo and immunotherapy treatment for liver and lung  
        cancer 
Elaine (Ellie P.’s niece) – pancreatic cancer 
Scott (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer 
Kathleen M. – cancer 
 

Prayer Requests for Baalah School and Peter Lkayo: 

 Elder Spika had COVID but has recovered well and is home from the 
hospital. 

 Pastor Nacha never had COVID. He was poisoned. He has been 
treated and released from the hospital. 

 Peter Lkayo’s sister, Galaso, has COVID and is still in the hospital. 

 Peter’s son, Hirlewa, has tested positive for Tuberculosis and is 
receiving medication. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Rev. Skip Dusenbury will 
be preaching on Job 3: Bitter Soul.    
 
Church Directory Update: This is the last week to submit any information for 
our directory update. If you would like to be added to our Church Directory 
for Summer 2021, or if you have updated information, please fill out the form 
on pg. 19 of the bulletin and place in the offering plate. 
 
Care Food Night: Our next opportunity to feed the homeless of Harford 
County will be TOMORROW, June 7, at Calvary Baptist Church. See Pam M. 
with any questions. 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Picnic and Play 
 
Everyone is invited to join us outside by the 
playground for Picnic & Play, on Sunday, June 
13, immediately after the morning worship 
service. You should plan to bring your own 
picnic lunch, as well as blankets, canopies, or 
chairs for eating outside together. 

___________________________________________________________ 

 
THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 

June 6 - 12, 2021 
 
Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service 
Monday:       **Care Food Night** 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
    7:00 pm Missions Committee Meeting 
Friday:    6:00 pm Men’s Softball at Beachmont 

 
VOLUNTEERS 

June 6:   Toddler:      Pam M., Heather D. 
June 13: Toddler:      Nick H. Sophie H. 

 

 

mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org


Responsive Reading of the Moral Law 
 Words of Jesus from the Gospels 
 
 
Leader:     You shall have no other gods before me. 
 
People:     It is written:  “Worship the Lord your God, and serve him  
      only.” 
 
Leader:     You shall not make for yourself an idol. 
 
People:     God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in spirit and in  
                   truth. 
 
Leader:     You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
 
People:     “Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne;  

     or by the earth, for it is his footstool . . . Let your ‘Yes’ be  
    ‘Yes’, and your ‘No,’ ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from  
     the evil one.” 

 
Leader:     Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
 
People:     The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So  
                   the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sabbath. 
 
Leader:     Honor your father and your mother. 
 
People:     For God said, “Anyone who curses his father or mother must  

    be put to death.” 
 
Leader:     You shall not murder. 
 
People:     Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  

     that you may be sons of your Father in heaven. 
 
Leader:     You shall not commit adultery. 
 
 

People:     Anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has already  
    committed adultery with her in his heart. 

 
Leader:     You shall not steal. 
 
People:     For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery . . .  
                   theft . . . These are what make a man “unclean.” 
 
Leader:     You shall not give false testimony. 
 
People:     For out of the overflow of the heart the mouth speaks . . . For  

    by your words you will be acquitted, and by your words you  
    will be condemned. 

 
Leader:     You shall not covet. 
 
People:     Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; a  
       man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his  
          possessions. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

 



 

 

Dr. Warren Gage, “Patterns of 

Providence,” Tabletalk, Aug. 2007 



New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
May 30, 2021 

 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day               Ps. 57:11 

Prayer of Adoration 

Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition                                         Ps. 57:1 
 and the Way of Salvation                Ps. 57:2-3 
 

Unison Prayer 
 We confess to you, Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, that we 
have grievously sinned in thought word, and deed.  Forgive our sins through the 
blood of our Savior, Christ Jesus.  Make us truly contrite, and give us grace to 
amend our lives according to your Word.  Restore our souls, so that we are merciful 
and kind, even as you are. 
 Give us the spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, who was meek and lowly of 
heart.  Let the same mind be in us which was also in him, and grant that, being 
rooted and grounded in Christ, we may receive power to overcome the world and 
gain life through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience              Ps. 57:7-11 

Psalm 57           Worship Handbook 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

 

Scripture Reading: John 12:24-26; 15:1-8 

Message: Much Fruit 

 

Closing Hymn                   Trinity Hymnal #621 

Prayer of Benediction 

Studies in Christian Suffering 
Much Fruit 

The Rev. Skip Dusenbury 
John 12:24-26; 15:1-8 

 

I. Union and Communion with Christ 

Inevitably Produce "Much Fruit".. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

II. Just As Inevitably, 

"Much Fruit" Also Involves Suffering. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Yet "Much Fruit" Is More Than Worth 

Any Suffering Involved. 
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Traveling pains 

The Underground Railroad 

takes viewers on a trip that 

is beautiful, uncomfortable, 

hopeful, and hopeless at the same time 

 

Kyle Kaplan/Amazon Studios  

etaphorically, “Underground Railroad” refers to the route along 
which U.S. slaves escaped from the antebellum South with the 
help of “conductors” like Harriet Tubman. But in Amazon’s 

new series The Underground Railroad, the metaphor becomes a literal 
subterranean transit system—complete with locomotives, loading 
platforms, and dining cars. The series follows an escaped slave’s journey 
to freedom along this railroad, using her story as a metaphor for the 
journey African Americans have taken through this country’s history.  

Barry Jenkins, who won an Academy Award for his work on Moonlight 
(2016), adapted Colson Whitehead’s Pulitzer Prize–winning novel for this 
10-part series. Newcomer Thuso Mbedu plays Cora, a slave in Georgia 
for whom life on the plantation becomes increasingly intolerable. She 
gains passage on the mysterious underground railroad, which promises to 
bring her to freedom.  

The Underground Railroad slips into magical realism when Cora embarks on 
this fantastical subway. The setting remains antebellum America, but 
Cora’s journey takes her through a world that’s outside of time, and her 
story becomes a fable illuminating the dangers African Americans have 
faced. The eugenics movement, the Ku Klux Klan, race riots—Cora 
experiences them all on her journey away from slavery. As Cora boards 
the train, the station master says, “Look outside as you speed through, 
and you’ll see the true face of America.” What Cora sees is brutality, 
injustice, and terror.  

 
A cognitive dissonance exists in The Underground Railroad because Jenkins 
tells this desperate story with beauty and hope through his aesthetic 
choices, especially his use of light. Jenkins shows us a world that’s dark, 
luminescent, elegant, debased, dazzling, sinister, lovely, and terrible all at 
the same time. Some of the middle episodes drag—despair can get 
boring—but each episode is gorgeous to behold.  

However, the series leads viewers into extreme discomfort as it portrays 
the horrors of slavery. Christians need to grapple with this reality, but 
many would do well to skip this particular story because of its frequent 
racial slurs and graphic violence. The first episode, showing the brutal 
whipping and burning of a slave, is especially stomach-churning, and the 
series includes brief yet disturbing sexual content. (Except for a short 
scene of breastfeeding, nudity is only implied. Amazon has rated the 
series for ages 18 and up.)  

The screenplay portrays America as irredeemable, and it holds no hope 
for racial reconciliation. Perhaps it doesn’t want it. Instead, the only way 
forward is for African Americans to tell their stories to one another. At 
the beginning of the series, Cora can’t speak for herself, but by the end, 
she finds the strength to “tell her truth.” Even so, it’s hard to see how 
she’s saved, either physically or spiritually.  

The screenplay portrays America as irredeemable.  
 
More disturbing than the dismissal of American virtue is the show’s view 
of Christianity. Throughout the series, villains use the Bible. A plantation 
owner quotes Paul’s injunction for slaves to obey their masters. A vicious 
woman who hates Cora reads the Psalms aloud to her. Is this a critique 
of those who misuse Christianity to justify evil, or a critique of 
Christianity itself? In this series, white Christians are either cowardly or 
dangerous cultists. Toward the end, Cora finds herself sitting in a black 
church, but people only discuss civic issues, and the space is 
conspicuously devoid of crosses.  

Faithful Christians, both black and white, led in the historical abolitionist 
movement, so their erasure from this fable indicates the creators believe 
religion can’t solve the problems of racial injustice facing America. But 

M 

 



Christianity, with its acknowledgment we live in a good but fallen world, 
makes sense of Jenkins’ vision of a land both beautiful and terrible. The 
central theme of telling our story so we can move forward pales in 
comparison to the change brought by the gospel of Jesus when faithfully 
told.

Collin is a correspondent and movie reviewer for WORLD. He is a World 
Journalism Institute, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, and Louisiana 
State University graduate, and he teaches at Houston Baptist University. Collin 
resides with his wife and four children in Sugar Land, Texas. 

 
Compare Amazon’s 

fictional interpretation 

with the historic 

testimony we heard last 

fall. 
 
The American Covenanters of Ohio and The Underground Railroad 
 
http://www.ephesians515.com/Site/Sermons/Reform_Celeb.htm 

 

or 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ncHahKY4EZA&t=237s 
 

The truth displays America as being redeemed in obedience to Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Directory Update 
If you would like to be added to our Summer 2021 Church Directory, or if there has 

been a change in your information, please fill in this form and drop it in the offering 

plate.   

 

Name:                      

 

Address:         

 

          

 

Spouse (if does not attend NCPC):       

 

Phone No.:         

 

Status:     M=Member     R=Regular Attendee 

    

Birthdates:        

   

Wedding Anniversary:         

 

Children:______________________  B-date: ______________ 

 

     _______________________               ______________ 

 

     _______________________              _______________ 
 

Use back of page for additional children’s names and birthdates 

 

Family Email Address:   

 

 
 

 

  I do not have access to the website or email:  Please call 
or send me prayer requests and information in the mail. 

 

 

 

http://www.ephesians515.com/Site/Sermons/Reform_Celeb.htm
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