
The Lord’s Day 
June 26, 2022 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”                                            Ephesians 1:3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose us in him before 
the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. . . . In 
him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                                    Psalm 67:3-7   

Elder: Let the peoples praise you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 
People:  Let the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you judge the nations with 

equity and guide the nations upon the earth.  Let the peoples praise 
you, O God; let all the peoples praise you! 

Elder: The earth has yielded its increase; God, our God, shall bless us. 
People: God shall bless us; let all the ends of the earth fear him! 
Elder: Let us worship our God. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Psalm 96: Sing to the Lord, Sing His Praise                                     Hymn #62 
       Psalm 83: O God, No Longer Hold Thy Peace                                 Hymn #61 
 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Reading of the Law                                                             Matthew 5:1-2, 7:1-14 
 
Prayer of Confession                                                                            Unison Prayer 
Almighty God, you who are rich in mercy to all those who call upon you, hear us as 
we come to you, humbly confessing our sins, and imploring your mercy and 
forgiveness. We have broken your holy laws by our deeds and by our words, and by 
the sinful affections of our hearts. We confess before you our disobedience and 
ingratitude, our pride and willfulness, and all our failures and shortcomings toward 
you and our fellow man. Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father, and out of your 
great goodness, grant that we may hereafter serve and please you in newness of life, 
through the merit and mediation of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                                    Psalm 147:2-3, 5 
The LORD builds up Jerusalem; he gathers the outcasts of Israel. He heals the 
brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 
his understanding is beyond measure. 

 
*Hymns of Thanksgiving 

Psalm 40: I Waited for the Lord Most High                                Hymn #622 
Now Thank We All Our God                                                            Hymn #98 
 

Intercessory Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
     Speak O Lord                                                          Worship Handbook, pg. 68 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                                                      Dr. David G. Barker 

Scripture:  Genesis 39:19-40:4 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

 
Message: Acting Exceptionally  

 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Prayer for His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory          
       *Gloria Patri 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       All the Way My Savior Leads Me                                                     Hymn #605 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                                                 (Hymn 34, vs. 2) 

The God of Abraham praise, at whose supreme command 
From earth I rise, and seek the joys at his right hand. 
I all on earth forsake, its wisdom, fame, and pow’r, 

And him my only portion make, my shield and tow’r. 

Postlude                                                                             *Congregation Standing 



Studies in the Patriarchs 
Joseph 

Acting Exceptionally 

Genesis 39:19-40:4 
(see also: Gen. 1:3-5; Mt. 7:12; Jn. 13:1, 15; 17; Phil. 2:2-5, 6-9; Heb. 11; 

WSC #11) 
When we reach a truly significant turning point in our lives 

a) we see it coming and act accordingly. 
b) it comes as a surprise but we welcome it anyway. 
c) we rarely understand it for what it truly is. 

The change in Joseph’s circumstances. 
     What good did all that service to Potiphar do for Joseph? 
 
 
 
     “Suffering turns us in on ourselves; our own fears and worries become all-
consuming, … we desire/expect others to inquire about our sorrows, but the 
last thing that we want is the burden of someone else’s troubles.” (Ian 
Duguid) 
 

     Our nation is said to be “exceptional.”  How so? 
 
 
 
     How is that exceptionalism being corrupted? 
 
 
 
What does it mean to truly live this way? 

     Corrie Ten Boom – 
 
 
     Jesus Christ – 
 
 
What would happen if you asked yourself 
     Joseph’s life-question: 

‘What does the God of my fathers expect of me here?’ 
New Covenant Presbyterian Church, PCA, Abingdon, MD  (410) 569-0289 

My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

 
Paul Fin. as he is on hospice care. 
 
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Scott (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) –metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis. 
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – liver and lung cancer 
Amy (friend of Chris M.) – cancer 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

June Fellowship Dinner: Join us tonight at 5:30 pm for a Chipotle-style 
fellowship dinner hosted by the Beach Shepherding Group. After dinner, we 
will hear more about the FCA (Fellowship of Christian Athletes) from Dan 
Foster. You can still sign up to bring something using this link: 
 www.perfectpotluck.com/meals.php?t=YODX0317&welcome=1  
 
Important Maryland Election Dates 

 Tuesday, June 28th – The last day to register for the Primary Election: 
https://elections.maryland.gov/voter_registration/index.html 

 Thursday, July 7th - July 14th – Early Voting for the Primary Election: 
https://www.elections.maryland.gov/voting/index.html  

 Tuesday, July 19th – Election Day Primary Election 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
June 26 – July 2, 2022 

 
Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Fellowship Dinner 
    6:30 pm Ministry Report (FCA) 
Monday:   5:00 pm AHG Planning Meeting 
Tuesday:     10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
    6:00 pm Men’s Softball Game @ Beachmont 
Thursday:    7:00 pm Youth Garden Party 

 
HELPERS 

June 26:  Infant:     Susan W., Rachel H.  
                 Toddler:  Diana & Meghan M.                    
July 3:      Infant:     Suzie C., Autumn T.  
                 Toddler:  George & Missy J. 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Please Mind Your Children 

The Elders ask you to please watch over your 

children after the Worship Service. 
 

______________________________________________________ 

 

No Food or Drinks  
      in the Worship Room 
The Deacon Board would like to ask the 
congregation to refrain from bringing food or 
drinks into the worship room 

  

 

mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org
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https://www.elections.maryland.gov/voting/index.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan and Sarah Eberle, DOOR Int. 
Ezra 

Deaf ministry; sign language Bible 

translation worldwide  

 Their ministry is to the deaf community in 

many countries around the world, working 

through DOOR International. They study 

the sign language in each culture and 

translate the Bible for them to be able to 

have access to Scripture. 

 They have been unable to travel internationally, as they usually do, related to the 

pandemic. However, they continued their work through Zoom as much as 

possible. While at home, they became more involved in their local church. Dan is 

now a deacon, and has started a men’s study and prayer group. Sarah has taught 

Sunday School. Previously they traveled so much that they were not able to be as 

involved. 

 Their son, Ezra, has learned to ride a bike!! 

 Sarah’s father passed into glory in January, so they have mourned this loss. He 

was a committed Christian, therefore they have peace knowing he is with the 

Lord. 

 Their Scripture distribution involves videos which makes it possible to use sign 

language. DOOR has developed a huge inventory of teaching videos that can be 

accessed by those teaching Scripture to the deaf community. They are now 

creating “Video in a Box” which includes everything needed to make and show 

videos. Each team will receive this studio after being trained how to use it by 

DOOR. 

 EXCITING NEWS!! They are planning a trip to India this fall. They need prayer 

support, that the details will go smoothly and this trip will take place as expected. 

 Also, they will be here at New Covenant in October to give an update at our 

missions night. 

Predestination and Human Actions 

 

 

he legend of Oedipus is often considered the classic example of Greek 

fatalism. Troubled by doubts about his parentage, the protagonist 

consults an oracle who declares that he is destined to murder his father 

and marry his mother. Although Oedipus repudiates the awful prophecy, 

events cruelly conspire to bring about its fulfillment. All his efforts to evade 

his fate prove futile. 

     The Reformed or Calvinistic doctrines of providence and predestination are 

often charged with being fatalistic. Yet this characterization trades on some 

deep confusions. Calvinism does indeed affirm that all events in creation are 

foreordained by God. As the Westminster Confession of Faith puts it, “God, 

from all eternity, did, by the most wise and holy counsel of his own will, freely, 

and unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass” (3.1). Nevertheless, the 

confession immediately adds that this divine foreordination does not render 

meaningless the wills of God’s creatures. On the contrary, God normally 

works out His eternal purposes though secondary causes such as human agents 

and natural processes. Biblical examples of God directing human actions to 

His own ends include the story of Joseph (Gen. 45:5–8; 50:20), the Assyrian 

conquest of the kingdom of Israel (Isa. 10:5–11), and the crucifixion of the 

Lord Jesus (Acts 4:27–28). 

     How, then, does Calvinism differ from fatalism? Shouldn’t a Calvinist 

admit that Judas was fated to betray Jesus (John 17:12; Acts 1:16) just as 

Oedipus was fated to kill his father? We should note first that “fate” was 

understood by the ancients to be an impersonal force or principle that applied 

equally to men and gods. Just as the Greeks failed to acknowledge a 

transcendent personal Creator, so they lacked any notion of a sovereign God 

who directs all things “to his own holy ends” (WCF 5.4). For the pagan fatalist, 

there is no divine hand of providence, no overarching plan of God. There is no 

rhyme or reason to the fated outcomes; the universe is a theater of absurdity 

and tragedy. Contrast that with the biblical worldview, according to which God 

“works all things according to the counsel of his will” (Eph. 1:11) and “all 

things work together for good, for those who are called according to his 

purpose” (Rom. 8:28). 

Continued on page 14 
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Continued from page 7 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

There’s no contradiction in affirming both that  

future outcomes depend crucially on our choices  

and that God sovereignly orders all things. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

A second major difference between Calvinism and fatalism has already been 

touched on. Calvinism maintains that God determines not only the ends—the 

final outcomes of events—but also the means to those ends. In other words, in 

God’s providence the means are coordinated with the ends such that the ends 

depend on the means. Thus, God did not merely ordain that Joseph would end 

up second in authority to Pharaoh; He ordained the entire series of events that 

culminated in that outcome, including the sinful actions of Joseph’s brothers. 

We shouldn’t imagine that God planned for Joseph to become so significant to 

Pharaoh regardless of how his brothers treated him. 

     Fatalism, on the other hand, tends to disconnect the ends from the means, 

implying that our lives will turn out a certain way no matter what we do. A 

contemporary illustration is provided by a recent series of movies in which a 

group of people initially cheat Death, but their escape always turns out to be 

short-lived. The Grim Reaper eventually catches up with each of them, despite 

their attempts to avoid his scythe. Fatalism suggests that our actions are truly 

futile; they make no practical difference to the outcome. Yet that idea is 

entirely foreign to the Reformed doctrine of providence. Our future outcomes 

most surely depend on the choices we make in this life. There’s no 

contradiction in affirming both that future outcomes depend crucially on our 

choices and that God sovereignly orders all things, including future outcomes 

and the choices that lead to them. Yes, God foreordains the actions of His 

creatures, but He also foreordains that their actions have significant 

consequences. 

     A sporting illustration may help clarify the point. Imagine you’re playing a 

round of golf with a friend, Jacob, who has a habit of conflating Calvinism and 

fatalism. At the fifth tee, you hit a sweet drive down the fairway. The ball lands 

squarely on the green and rolls triumphantly into the cup for a hole-in-one. 

     Instead of congratulating you, Jacob has a mischievous grin on his face. 

“You’re a Calvinist, aren’t you?” “Indeed,” you reply, intrigued to hear where 

this is going. “So you believe that God has foreordained all things from 

eternity, including that hole-in-one. Well, if God foreordained it, it didn’t 

really matter how you hit the ball. It was predestined to end up in the hole 

regardless.” 

     Jacob isn’t nearly as clever as he thinks. By his confused reasoning, the ball 

would have landed in the hole even if you hadn’t hit it at all. But clearly that’s 

absurd. The hole-in-one depended on your striking the ball—and striking it 

well. The consistent Calvinist will say that God foreordained not only the hole-

in-one but also that it would happen as a result of your hitting the ball 

accurately. Your well-aimed drive really did matter. 

     This isn’t philosophical hairsplitting. The distinction between Calvinism 

and fatalism has enormously significant implications for the Christian life. It 

means our prayers really make a difference, for God has ordained that future 

events will take place in answer to our prayers. It means evangelism is 

essential, for God has decreed that His elect will be saved by hearing and 

believing the gospel. It means that we must be diligent to confirm our calling 

and election (2 Peter 1:10), for although the Shepherd will lose none of His 

sheep, those sheep will be finally saved only if they persevere in faith to the 

end. 

     Understanding that God ordains both the means and the ends, Calvinists 

can truly say, “If we had not prayed, it would not have happened; if we had 

not shared the gospel, they would not have heard it; if we do not stand firm in 

the faith, we will not receive the crown of life.” Yet at the same time, Calvinists 

will give ultimate credit for all this to the sovereign grace of God. 

__________________________________________________________ 
James N. Anderson, “Predestination and Human Actions,” Tabletalk, April 2020 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



 
Communion Preparation 

 
 

GOD’S SERVANT 
 

Matthew 12:15-21 
 

Behold, my servant whom I have chosen. 
Matthew 12:18 

 

ATTHEW SUMS UP who Jesus was and indicates the nature of his 
ministry by quoting a well-known messianic passage from Isaiah 
(42:1-4; Matt. 12:18-21). 

     This is the longest quotation from the Old Testament in Matthew but it is 
not a word-for-word quotation. Rather it is an interpretation. The verses 
quoted contain four great predictions: 
 

1. The Messiah will bring justice to the earth (v. 18).  
2. The Messiah will not cry out like a demagogue but instead will go 

about his work quietly and humbly (v. 19). 
3. The Messiah will not trample on the weak or those who are poor in 

spirit (v. 20). 
4. The Messiah will bring salvation to the Gentiles (v. 21). 

 
     What an amazing set of predictions! Yet Jesus did precisely these things. 
His actions, however, did not fulfill the expectations of his day. The Jews of 
Christ’s day wanted a Messiah who would drive out the Romans and establish 
a revived Jewish state. The disciples themselves had such thoughts even after 
the resurrection (see Acts 1:6). Jesus went about his work quietly, teaching 
and at last dying for his people. The benefits of his atonement were offered 
to the Gentiles. As far as justice is concerned, this is something that is being 
proclaimed now through the church and will be realized perfectly in power 
when Jesus comes again. 
     D. A. Carson writes, “What is pictured is a ministry so gentle and 
compassionate that the weak are not trampled on and crushed till justice, the 
full righteousness of God, triumphs,” as it certainly will in the end. 

     If you are a Gentile, you have benefited from that prophesied messianic 
ministry. If you have been buffeted by life (“a bruised reed”) or if you are 
weak in faith (“a smoldering wick”), you are in a position to benefit also. Have 
you been buffeted? Is your faith weak? If so, be encouraged. Jesus did not 
come to snuff out anything that is weak but instead to fan the smoldering 
wick into a flame and to straighten and strengthen the bent rod. Aren’t you 
glad he did not come to execute justice at this time? That will happen. Justice 
will be done. Judgment is inevitable in a universe ruled by a just and holy God. 
But today is the day of God’s grace, and we live because Jesus is the Savior. 
He alone saves, strengthens, and keeps all who will repent and turn to him. 

          
J. M. Boice, Come to the Waters (P&R Pub., 2017) 
 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church 
“Preaching God’s Sovereign Grace To A World Of Need” 
128 St. Mary’s Church Road  *  Abingdon, MD   21009 

410-569-0289                www.ncpres.org 
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Shepherding Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite and remind you to participate in one of our Shepherding 

Groups. Each Group meets once a month and is led by one of our Ruling 

Elders. Come join us for a time of learning, fellowship, and prayer!  

 

Beach Shepherding Group: will meet at the Beach house on the third 

Thursdays of each month at 7:00 pm for Bible fellowship and dessert. 

O’Steen Shepherding Group: will combine occasional get-togethers with in-

home elder visits. 

Scharping Shepherding Group: will meet at NCPC on the second Thursday of 

each month at 6:00 pm. 

Stewart Shepherding Group: meets at the Stewart home on the second 

Saturday of each month at 5:00 pm for dinner, Bible study, and prayer. 

van Zuylen Shepherding Group: will meet the fourth Tuesday of each 
month at various home. Meetings begin at 7:00 pm and include light snacks 
and desserts. 
 
 
 

 

 

Vacation Bible School 
August 1 – 5, 2022  •  9:00 am – 12 noon 

PreK4 – Grade 6 
 

Zoomerang is a sanctity of life VBS in the land down under! Be prepared to 

experience the jaw-dropping beauty of the Great Barrier Reef, the arid 

temperature of outback afternoons, the architectural marvels of Australia's 

modern cities, and the fascinating eucalyptus forest, home of the koalas. 

 

At Zoomerang, the newest Answers VBS, you'll marvel at the unforgettable 

wildlife, culture, and beauty of Australia while exploring the wonder and 

value of life, from the lives of preborn babies to eternal life in the kingdom of 

God. During this pro-life VBS, kids will discover that life is valuable. From the 

tiniest to the oldest, each person is made in the image of God--wonderfully 

designed to know him and live for him! 

 

REGISTER NOW AT vbs.ncpres.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 


