
The Lord’s Day 
July 31, 2022 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”                      Ephesians 2:1-3, 11-13, 19-22 
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins . . . in whom the whole structure, being 
joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also are being built 
together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.  

  
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                           Isaiah 25:1, 3-4a, 8 

Elder: O Lord, you are our God; 
People:  We will exalt you; we will praise your name, for you have done 

wonderful things, plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
Elder: Strong peoples will glorify you; cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
People: For you have been a stronghold to the poor, a stronghold to the needy 

in his distress, 
Elder: He will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God will wipe away tears 

from all faces, 
People:  and the reproach of his people he will take away from all the earth, 
Elder:  for the Lord has spoken. 
People:  We come to worship our God. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven                                                Hymn #76 
 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Reading of the Law                                                       
     Responsive Reading of Ecclesiastes 5:1-17                                bulletin, pg. 6 
 
Prayer Confession                                            Elder-led Prayer and Silent Prayer 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                         Isaiah 54:8; 43:25; 44:22 
“In overflowing anger for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love 
I will have compassion on you,” says the LORD, your Redeemer. “I, I am he who blots 
out your transgressions for my own sake, and I will not remember your sins.” “I have 
blotted out your transgressions like a cloud and your sins like a mist; return to me, 
for I have redeemed you.” 

 
 

*Hymns of Thanksgiving 
Lord, with Glowing Heart I’d Praise Thee                                     Hymn #80 
Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah                                                             Hymn #110 
  

Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
 
Hymn of Prayer 

None Other Lamb, None Other Name                                        Hymn #157 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                                                         RE Kurt Scharping 

Scripture:  Titus 1:5-9 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

 
Message: Godly Elders Produce Order  

 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

 
Prayer for His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory          
       *Gloria Patri 
 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       Christ is Made the Sure Foundation                                              Hymn #342 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                                              (Hymn 345, vs. 4) 

Savior, if of Zion’s city I, through grace, a member am, 
Let the world deride or pity, I will glory in thy name; 

Fading is the worldling’s pleasure, all his boasted pomp and show; 
Solid joys and lasting treasure none but Zion’s children know. 

 
Postlude                                                                             *Congregation Standing 



Godly Elders Produce Order 
Mr. Kurt Scharping 

Titus 1:5-9 
 

Theme: For the ordering of the Church, 
 Godly elders must be appointed. 
 
 
I. Order the Church by Appointing Elders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
II. What Elders Must Be 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Negative Definition of Above Reproach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. Positive Definition of Above Reproach 
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Responsive Reading 
 Ecclesiastes 5:1-17 (ESV) 
 
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is 
better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are 
doing evil. 
 
Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word 
before God, 
 
For God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few. 
 
For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many words. 
 
When you make a vow to God, do not delay paying it; for He has no pleasure 
in fools. Pay what you vow; 
 
It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay. 
 
Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger 
that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the 
work of your hands? 
 
For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God 
is the one you must fear. 
 
If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice 
and righteousness, do not be amazed at the matter, for the high official is 
watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. But this is gain 
for a land in every way: a king committed to cultivated fields. He who loves 
money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his 
income; this also is vanity. 
 
When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has 
their owner but to see them with his eyes? 
 
Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full 
stomach of the rich will not let him sleep. 
 

There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun; riches were kept by 
their owner to his hurt, 
 
And those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he 
has nothing in his hand. 
 
As he came from his mother’s womb he shall go again. 
 
Naked as he came; and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away 
in his hand. 
 
This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go, 
 
And what gain is there to him who toils for the wind? 
 
Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness 

and anger. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 

Expectant Mothers: Catherine M. and Kayla G. (daughter-in-law of Sandy G.). 

 
Paul Fin. as he is on hospice care. 
 
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) –metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis. 
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – liver and lung cancer 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fellowship Supper tonight at 5:15 p.m.  The O’Steen shepherding group is 
hosting the supper and will provide fried chicken, rotisserie chicken, and 
grilled hot dogs.  Please plan to bring a side dish, a salad, or a dessert to share 
with others.  Supper will be followed by a report from the youth on their just-
completed evangelistic mission trip to the Wildwood, NJ beach 
boardwalk.  (The Boardwalk Chapel ministry was established by the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church in the mid-1940’s and continues as a vibrant Christian 
outreach today.) 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
July 31 – August 6, 2022  

Lord’s Day:           9:30 am            Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    4:30 pm VBS Youth Helper Training 
    5:15 pm Fellowship Supper 
    6:30 pm Missions Report from Youth 
    7:30 pm VBS Set Up / Decorating 
 

(”This Week at New Covenant” cont.) 
Monday:       **Vacation Bible School, Mon-Fri, 9:00 am – 12 noon** 
    6:00 pm AHG Board Meeting 
Tuesday:     10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group  
    7:00 pm Session Meeting 
Thursday:   7:00 pm High School Girls Study @ Beach’s 

 
 

HELPERS 
July 31: Infant:  Nancy C., Jillian G.  
 Toddler: Dan & Isaac F.                         
Aug 7:   Infant:  TBD  
 Toddler: TBD    
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Linda Karner, MTW-Japan 
Teacher for school-aged children and adults in 

Chiba Prefecture, Japan 

 Linda has returned recently from the mission field for 

her year-long Home Ministry Assignment. Over the 

next year, she will spend time with her family and 

friends. She will also visit with her supporting 

churches, including New Covenant in March for our 

Missions Conference. 

 The school that Linda teaches at, CCSI, recently 

graduated seven students. They also brought in nine 

new students this year. 

 The school started a new “Duel Language” program for their 1st through 3rd 

graders, which has been going well after the first three months. Linda is asking for 

continued prayers for good integration of these students into this program. 

 

 

 

MISSIONARY CORNER 
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Paul’s Charge to Titus 

 

 

T i t u s  2 : 1 5  

“Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard 

you.” 

 

rinitarian doctrine is established by many biblical passages, but one of 

the most important of these is Titus 2:13 wherein Paul speaks of “our 

great God and Savior Jesus Christ.” The arguments regarding the Greek 

grammar of this verse are complex, but commentators are in near unanimous 

agreement that the apostle is not speaking of two different persons. Instead, 

the titles “God” and “Savior” both apply to Jesus, making this verse one of the 

clearest statements of the deity of Christ in all of Scripture. 

     Paul has reminded us that this Jesus died and was resurrected in order to 

defeat sin and death and to purify us from all unrighteousness. He has also 

shown us that He will come again to wrap up the covenant promises. 

Remembering this past event and looking forward to the renewal of all things 

give us the motivation to be “zealous for good works” (vv. 11–14). This is 

basic Christianity, and it is not surprising that Titus, primarily, and all elders, 

secondarily, are charged to declare these doctrines, exhorting and rebuking 

other believers (v. 15). 

     First Timothy 4:11–16 is an important parallel passage, demonstrating 

along with Titus 2:15 the significance of the teaching office in the church. In 

fulfillment of the Great Commission to make disciples of all nations (Matt. 

28:18–20), all believers have a role in instructing others; however, the church’s 

appointed teachers have special authority to teach biblical doctrine, exhort and 

encourage others to believe it, and rebuke professing Christians who reject it. 

This authority is not inherent in the teacher but is based on the Word of God 

(15:1–9; 18:15–20), and his teaching is not binding if it violates Scripture. Dr. 

John MacArthur comments, “Authority to command people in the spiritual 

realm comes only from God’s Word” (The MacArthur Bible Commentary, p. 

1,824). 

     On account of their authority, we may never disregard the biblical teachings 

of Titus and all the faithful teachers who have succeeded him (Titus 2:15). We 

must receive biblical teaching even when it is difficult to hear, and we must 

not belittle our pastors and elders. Our leaders must likewise teach only the 

truth and never let anyone dissuade them from fulfilling their mission. 

 

C O R A M  D E O  Living before the face of God 

 
The remaining presence of sin in our lives means that we sometimes find it 

difficult to receive the teaching of God’s Word. We would do well, then, to do 

everything we can to prepare for the authoritative teaching and preaching of 

Scripture. We can pray that the Lord would make our hearts receptive to His 

message. We can study the Bible in order that we might recognize aberrant 

teaching. 
__________________________________________________________ 
“Paul’s Charge to Titus,” Tabletalk, October 2009 
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Communion Preparation 
 

 
HOPELESSNESS OR HOPEFULNESS 

 
Luke 16:19-31 

 
Between us and you a great chasm has been fixed. 

Luke 16:26 
 

ONSIDER THIS CONTRAST between the hopelessness of the rich man’s 
condition after death and the hopefulness of his condition before. After death 
there is no possibility of change. But in this life there is, and therefore we can 

rightly say, “where there’s life, there’s hope,” spiritually speaking. 
     This is the note that I make: the opportunity that all who hear this parable of the 
rich man and Lazarus still have. No matter who you are or what you may or may not 
have done, you are not yet in the position of the rich man who prayed but who, 
because he prayed in hell, prayed too late. For you it is not too late. You can pray; 
you can find God now. You can turn from sin and believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
your Savior. You can come to Christ in many ways, but it is only through Christ that 
you can come to heaven (John 14:6).  
     One of the great writers of the Elizabethan age was Christopher Marlowe, who 
wrote what is probably the classic treatment of the Faustus legend in English. Faustus 
was the character who, according to the story, sold his soul to the devil for secret 
knowledge and intense pleasure on earth. The devil gave him those things. But in the 
story there comes the moment when Faustus’s earthly time runs out and the devil 
comes to take him away to damnation. In Marlowe’s Doctor Faustus, Faustus, in 
despair, begs time to stop: 
 

O lente, lente, surrite noctis equi! 
[The line means, “Run slowly, slowly, horses of the night!”] 
The stars move still, time runs, the clock will strike, 
The Devil will come, and Faustus must be damned. 

 
     Those words chill the heart. They paralyze the will. But praise to the God of all 
grace, those words are wrong. Why? Because it is not possible to sell your soul to the 
devil. The devil owns no one, and while we yet live, it is not necessary that anyone 
be damned. Christ is preached. The door is open. Jesus himself says, “Whosoever will 
may come.” 

     Do not wait for signs. Do not wait for miracles. Abraham said that the brothers of 
the rich man would not believe even “if someone should rise from the dead” (Luke 
16:31). You have the Scriptures, the Bible, and the story says, “They have Moses and 
the Prophets; let them hear them” (v. 29). Listen to that word. Jesus said, “It is [the 
Scriptures] that bear witness about me” (John 5:39). 
     If you are not yet a believer in Jesus Christ, I commend that Word to you. I urge it 
on you for your soul’s sake. 

          
J. M. Boice, Come to the Waters (P&R Pub., 2017) 
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Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


