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God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 

“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
  My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for 
length of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. My son, do not despise 
the LORD’s discipline or be weary of his reproof, for the LORD reproves him whom 
he loves, as a father the son in whom he delights.                      ~ Proverbs 3:1-2, 11-12 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him              Psalm 96:1-4 

Elder: Let us sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth! 
People:  Let us sing to the Lord, and bless His name; Let us tell of His salvation 

from day to day. 
Elder:  Let us declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among 

all the peoples! 
People:  For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above 

all gods. 
Elder:  Has the Lord put that new song in your heart? 
People:  He has!  And we rejoice to come before him. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Psalm 76 God Is Known among His People                           bulletin, page 11 

 
The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 

Scripture Reading                                                                           Hebrews 12:1-17 
 
Call to Confession      
In spite of God’s love for us and gift of love to us, we often act in destructive and 
hateful ways. We close our hearts to God and disobey God’s law. Together let us 
confess our sin. 
 
Confession of Sin                                                                       Responsive Reading 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 
abundant mercy blot out my transgressions.  
Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin.  
For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me.  

Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so that 
you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass judgment. You 
desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret heart.  
Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities.  
Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me.  
Do not cast me from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from me. 
                                                                                                  —Psalm 51:1-4, 6, 9-11, NRSV 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                 Galatians 5:1, 20-24 
 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      Jesus! What a Friend for Sinners!                                          bulletin, page 12 
        
Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
His Word is Opened to Us                      Dr. David G. Barker 

Scripture:  Ephesians 6:1-4     
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  Children: Discipline & Instruction of the Lord  
 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 

 
We Depart with His Blessing  

And Sending of His Spirit 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of our Procession into the World          

Blessed Are the Sons of God                                                    bulletin, page 13 

 
*Benediction:       

A parting hymn we sing around your table, Lord; 
Again our grateful tribute bring, our solemn vows record. 

                                                                                (Hymn 431, vs. 1) 

 
Postlude                                                                        

 
*Congregation Standing 



Living and Growing in the Family of God 
Children: Discipline & Instruction of the Lord 

Ephesians 6:4 
(see also: Ex. 20; Prov. 17:21; 18:2; 19:29; 20:3; Heb. 12:6-11) 

Christian parents should heed the teaching of 
a) Dr. Spock, Dr. Phil, Dr. Oprah and Dr. Iknowbest. 
b) the latest polls/trends/laws regarding spanking, relating 
 and honoring your child’s personal space. 
c) God. 

I.  Paul addresses the children (Eph. 6:1) 
   teknon – 

 
 
       What is this instruction based on? 
 
 
II.  Paul addresses the Fathers (Eph. 6:4) 
      pathr – 
 

      Positive instruction: 
 
 
The father is ___________________ to see that what his child is taught 
is in accord with the Moral Law. 
 
 
       Negative instruction: 
 
 
        A mother’s primary task: 

 teaching your child ______________ _____________. 

 
        A father’s primary task: 

 delivering your child from _____________________. 

 
We love our children as ________ loves _________. 
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Coming up in the Series 

Living and Growing in the Family of God: 
 

8/02   The Anchor of Your Family Life 

8/09   Leading Your Children: to Prayer & Bible Reading 

8/16   Leading Your Children: to Christ 

8/23   Leading Your Children: to Share Their Faith 



 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Breeze F., Missy J., Paulina V., and Madeline S. 
 
Edith C., passed into glory early Thursday morning. Her funeral service will be 
held Tuesday, July 28, at NCPC at 10:00 am. There will be a visiting hour prior 
to the service at 9:00 am. 
 
Stacey B. will be having hip surgery on July 30. Pray for peace of mind for 
Stacey and Leu, for the surgery to be successful, and for a speedy recovery. 
 
Tom L. is attending speech therapy to help his voice become louder. That will 
be followed by 4 weeks of physical therapy. Please pray for the therapy to be 
successful and for strength to continue with physical therapy. 
 
Jane, Kristen L.’s mother, has finished rabies shots after being bit by a bat 
that got into her washing machine. They are looking forward to returning to 
church.  
 
Kevin, Kristen L.’s brother, has finished his first week of acute rehab following 
his stroke. They are grateful that his speech is almost normal and his right 
side is responding well to the therapy. Please pray for a full recovery. 
 
Karen E. as she struggles with various health issues. Please pray that the Holy 
Spirit gives her strength and guidance as she continues to receive treatment 
for multiple health issues. 
 
Tammy, sister-in-law of Nancy S., now has MRSA in her leg. She and her 
husband, Brian, are discouraged and need prayer for the Lord to carry them 
through this time and wisdom to know how to treat and solve this ongoing 
problem. 
 
Marilyn C., mother of Christina S., with multiple myeloma. She fell last week 
and had hip surgery on Monday. Please pray especially for Marilyn’s 
salvation. 

 
Debbie H., daughter of Donna R., has been diagnosed with metastasized 
melanoma in her lung and is receiving chemotherapy. Please pray for 
calmness of heart for them, and that the Holy Spirit will bring them peace and 
great confidence in the Lord. 
 
Phyllis B., Kevin B.’s mom, as she recovers from leg surgery.  
 
Judie A., Beth B.’s mom, as she recovers from a fall that resulted in a fractured 
pelvis. 
 
Dave B., Jill K.’s foster brother. It was just reported that his latest scans show 
the nodules are 90% gone! The doctor was shocked! He thanks the church for 
their faithful prayers. 
 
Mel B., the uncle of our member Mikayla K., who Mikayla loves as a brother, 
as he recovers from a severe seizure. He is experiencing severe short- and 
long-term memory loss as a result. May the Lord grant Mel His peace and 
draw him and his family to Himself through a saving faith. 
 
Scott P., brother of Kent P., begins long term chemo and immunotherapy to 
keep the cancer in check as long as possible.  
 

Anna C., friend of the Stewarts, continues to battle metastatic breast cancer.  
 
Kathleen M.l as she continues to wrestle with her cancer.  
 
Kayla, granddaughter of Doug and Chris T. Pray for healing and endurance as 
she continues treatment for optic nerve glioma.  
 
Ria V.: for the spiritual strength that Ria continues to display as she rests in 
hospice care at her home. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Program begins tonight at 5:00 pm. We will hear a missions report 
from Stephanie Atha, the executive director of Birthright of Harford County. 
See page 14 of the bulletin for more information on this ministry. 
 
Care Food Night: Care Food Night Ministry has resumed with safety 
precautions in place. Our next opportunity to serve will be Monday, July 27, 
at Calvary Baptist Church. See page 15 of the bulletin for more details. 
 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

 
THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 

July 26 – August 1, 2020 
 
 

 

Lord’s Day: 11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:00 pm Missions Report from Birthright 
Monday: **Care Food Night: See pg. 15 for more details** 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Edith C.’s Funeral Service 
Wednesday:   6:30 pm Kids’ Quest 
    6:30 pm Youth Group 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 

 

 



 

 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 

 

 



 

Missions Spotlight 

Birthright of Harford County is a non-profit organization that offers 

pregnancy resources and options, confidential guidance, and care. 
 

Birthright also offers practical support during and after pregnancy. 

They offer completely free monthly material assistance to their 

clients. Some of the resources offered include: 

 Maternity clothes 
 Baby clothes 
 Diapers 
 Baby wipes 
 Baby wash and shampoo 
 Formula  
 Baby food 
 Infant toys (rattles, teethers, etc.) 

 

All materials are donated by individuals or organizations. 

 

Birthright also ministers to anyone who has had an abortion 

experience. Whether you are the husband, boyfriend, mother, father, 

child, sibling, or friend, they will come alongside you and help you 

find healing. 

 

Birthright also offers support for new and expecting father within their 
Men’s Mentoring Program. 

Resuming Care Food Night Ministries 

 

Care Food Night has safely resumed this ministry of mercy. There are 

changes to the way we have operated in the past in that we no longer have 

any guests in the dining area. All meals are prepared for carry-out only. 

There are drivers from Calvary Baptist Church doing delivery of meals as 

well. 

The ministry leaders have in place a system that is working very well at 

present: 

Anyone coming for a meal will receive a bag with (2) meals, a bag with (1) 

whole dessert and (1) whole loaf or bag of bread or rolls, and upon 

request (1) bag of pantry items. We will take the meals outside to them 

across a table. A couple of us will be stationed by the doors with the meals 

already on the carts ready to give out when we see them coming. 

No one enters the church while we are there other than the drivers who will 

be doing the deliveries and Calvary volunteers. Mrs. Mona Graney, the CFN 

ministry leader,  has graciously volunteered to be there with us this coming 

Monday on our maiden voyage.  

Masks must be worn to enter the church and once in the kitchen to cook it 

will be up to our own discretion.  

Since we are only preparing 60 meals, if we arrive at 2:00 we should have 

everything ready on time. We only need to have the delivery meals ready by 

4:45; the other carry-outs by 5:30 There are no tables to set and no 

beverages to prepare. However, we do need to sort through all the BJ's 

donations. And we will need help with cleanup. 

Please prayerfully consider your readiness to return to CFN or even joining 

us for the first time! 

Thank you to everyone who has ever volunteered in any capacity to the 

ministry of Care Food Night!  

Any questions, please feel free to contact Pam M. via email or by phone. 

 



 

  



 

 

Where Are We Headed? 

Eph. 4:11-14 

And he gave the apostles, the prophets, 

the evangelists, the shepherds and teachers, 

 to equip the saints for the work of the ministry,  

for building up the body of Christ, until we all  

attain to the unity of the faith and the  

knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 

fullness of Christ, so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and 

carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes. 

 

July 26, 2020 

Brothers and sisters, it is time to begin speaking to you in more than an informal way 

regarding the concerns of your session and the future of New Covenant Presbyterian 

Church with the denomination called the Presbyterian Church in America.   

History will provide you with an initial perspective here.  The longest standing 

Presbyterian denomination – known today as the Presbyterian Church USA – has, in 

just short of 300 years of its existence, become progressively inclusive  - less and less 

doctrinal & more and more tolerant - all in the effort to relate to and draw in more 

and more of the changing world; and yet, its numbers have diminished from close to 

4 million across the nation to only about a quarter of that number today.   

As a result of that denomination’s progressive agenda there have been several 

break-offs over the last century.  Two notable ones in the mid-20th c. – the 

Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC), formed in Philadelphia in 1936 under Dr. J. 

Gresham Machen; and the Reformed Presbyterian Church Evangelical Synod 

(RPCES), formed in 1965 as a result of a union of two other break-off groups.  These 

two Presbyterian denominations were both formed with a vision of staying true to 

the Westminster Confession of Faith (WCF) and the commitment to call the world 

back to the gospel rather than conform the gospel to the world.  The WCF has been 

the backbone of Presbyterianism going all the way back to 1643 and continues, to 

this day, to be the finest human summary of the eternal truth of the Word of God. 

 



 
 
 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church was organized in 1979 as a congregation of the 

latter denomination –  the RPCES.  This congregation was then swept into the PCA 

when the General Assembly of the RPCES voted in 1982 to “join and be received” into 

that larger denomination. 

Throughout the history of our great nation, Presbyterian denominations, like 

everything else, appear subject to the 2nd law of thermodynamics – that is, that there 

is noticeable deterioration over time to the confessional foundation which once made 

them strong.  In Presbyterianism, particularly, this has been marked in three very 

predictable ways: 

1.  the setting aside of God’s Moral Law; 

2.  a general decline of doctrinal integrity; 

3. a catering to ever-changing culture rather than calling culture to repent. 

It is my belief that these same actions, which affected and changed the PCUSA and 

which led to its drastic decline, have now taken hold of the PCA.  Your elders have 

been observing and objecting to these changes and directions of our denomination 

for some time now and are slowly coming to the conclusion that, perhaps, there is no 

future relationship to be found here. 

We make no announcements tonight, but we want to keep you up to date on the 

considerations we are entertaining and trying to answer the questions that arise 

because of such a situation.  Your elders have been researching options and choices 

already in existence, which may present to us alternative affiliations; but we are also 

taking a look at yet other new opportunities which are not yet even organized. 

We are hoping to begin Christian Education classes this fall.  One of those classes will 

be the Inquirer’s Class – and we will be encouraging as many interested parties as we 

know of to come to that class.  The other will be an historical/doctrinal survey of the 

Westminster Standards so that questions and discussion on the issues before us can 

be addressed and answered to everyone’s satisfaction. 

Please pray for your ministers and elders during these days.  Things are not easily 

handled right now nor are we sure of what tomorrow will bring.  But we do know that 

we have no choice but to be faithful to the Savior and follow Him wherever that may 

lead us.  

Dr. David G. Barker 


