Assurance of Pardon

The Lord’s Day

Christ is our peace; those who are divided he has made one. He has broken down the
barriers of separation by his death and has built us up into one body, with God. To all
who repent and believe he has promised reconciliation. So live as people reconciled.
Amen.

January 9, 2022

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him
“Be Still and know that I Am God”

Psalm 106:1-2, 6, 8, 48

Praise the LORD! Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, for his steadfast love
endures forever! Who can utter the mighty deeds of the LORD, or declare all his
praise? . . . Both we and our fathers have sinned; we have committed iniquity; we
have done wickedness. . . . Yet he saved them for his name’s sake, that he might make
known his mighty power. . . . Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting
to everlasting! And let all the people say, “Amen!” Praise the LORD!

*His Call to Us to Worship Him

Psalm 105:1-4

Elder:

Oh, give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; make known his deeds
among the peoples!
People: Sing to him, sing praises to him; tell of all his wondrous works!
Elder:
Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice!
People: We seek the LORD and his strength; we seek his presence continually!
Elder:
The Lord is dwelling among His Congregation.
People: Let us worship Him!

*Hymn of Thanksgiving
Psalm 65: Praise Waits for Thee in Zion
Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Christ is Made Known to Us
Hymn of Prayer
My Times are in Thy Hand

Hymn #684

His Word is Opened to Us
Dr. David G. Barker
Scripture: Genesis 29:31-30:24
“The grass withers, the flower fades …
But the Word of our God will stand forever.”

Message: The Path Forward
Prayer for Response and Obedience

We Depart with His Blessing
And Sending of His Spirit

*Prayer of Invocation
*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God
O Worship the King
Be Still, My Soul

Hymn #2
Hymn #689

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us
Reading of the Law
Responsive Reading of Ecclesiastes 5:1-17

bulletin, page 14

Call to Confession

based on Hebrews 4:14, 16
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus,
the Son of God, let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that
we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. In the strength of this
assurance, let us confess our sins to God.

Prayer of Confession

Hymn #372

Elder-led Prayer and Silent Prayer

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings
Offertory
*Doxology
*Prayer of Commitment to Service
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World
Who Trusts in God, a Strong Abode

Hymn #668

*Charge and Benediction
The whole triumphant host gives thanks to God on high;
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” they ever cry.
Hail, Abraham’s God and mine! I join the heav’nly lays;
All might and majesty are thine, and endless praise.
(Hymn 34, vs. 6)

Postlude
*Congregation Standing

Studies in the Patriarchs
Jacob
The Path Forward
Genesis 29:31-30:24

My Own Thoughts

(see also: Gen. 8:1; 19:29; Ex. 2:4; Job 23:10; Ps. 106:44-45)

This passage is
a) laughable.
b) miserable.
c) obviously made up.

There is only the path ___________________.
I. Leah has four sons.
Reuben Simeon Levi Judah –
II. The servant girls both have two sons.
Dan Naphtali Gad Asher III. Leah has another son.
Issachar –
Does success justify a sinful choice?
Zebulun IV. God remembers Rachel.
Joseph –
How to act when God’s people suffer conceiving/bearing children.
While men & women make/give their love,
only God makes/gives ________________________.
This story
1)
2)
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Responsive Reading
Ecclesiastes 5:1-17 (ESV)
Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. To draw near to listen is
better than to offer the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they are
doing evil.
Be not rash with your mouth, nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word
before God,
For God is in heaven and you are on earth. Therefore let your words be few.
For a dream comes with much business, and a fool’s voice with many words.
When you make a vow to God, do not delay paying it; for He has no pleasure
in fools. Pay what you vow;
It is better that you should not vow than that you should vow and not pay.
Let not your mouth lead you into sin, and do not say before the messenger
that it was a mistake. Why should God be angry at your voice and destroy the
work of your hands?
For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God
is the one you must fear.
If you see in a province the oppression of the poor and the violation of justice
and righteousness, do not be amazed at the matter, for the high official is
watched by a higher, and there are yet higher ones over them. But this is gain
for a land in every way: a king committed to cultivated fields. He who loves
money will not be satisfied with money, nor he who loves wealth with his
income; this also is vanity.
When goods increase, they increase who eat them, and what advantage has
their owner but to see them with his eyes?
Sweet is the sleep of a laborer, whether he eats little or much, but the full
stomach of the rich will not let him sleep.

There is a grievous evil that I have seen under the sun; riches were kept by
their owner to his hurt,
And those riches were lost in a bad venture. And he is father of a son, but he
has nothing in his hand.
As he came from his mother’s womb he shall go again.
Naked as he came; and shall take nothing for his toil that he may carry away
in his hand.
This also is a grievous evil: just as he came, so shall he go,
And what gain is there to him who toils for the wind?
Moreover, all his days he eats in darkness in much vexation and sickness
and anger.

Children & Youth Classes
PreK: GOD’S SON
This quarter covers the birth and early years of Jesus.

Winter 2022
9:30 am
The Raising of Covenant Children
In order to parent in a biblically faithful manner we must love the LORD our
God with all our heart, letting go of our idolatries. In order to convince our
children of the power of the gospel, we must be convinced of it ourselves. In
order to frame our children’s behavior with the moral law, we must allow our
behavior to be framed by it as well. We will be discussing case studies, salient
biblical passages, answering questions and showing snippets from the Tripps’
parenting lectures.
Christian Education Hour, 9:30 am
Pastor Nick Hathaway and Mrs. Janet Barker

A Survey of Christian Ethics, Part 1
Christian Ethics is not only about the behavior of the believer but the goal of
his life. As such, this includes the Christian’s worldview, priorities, and values.
The Moral Law, summarized in the Ten Commandments, is God’s summary
of his own holy character. It is not only the foundation for all Christian living,
it is the written expression of the case for understanding that we live in a
moral universe. A study on ethics – right and wrong – covers every aspect of
our being and determines how we interpret the past, the present, and the
future.
Christian Education Hour, 9:30 am
Dr. David G. Barker

Kindergarten: JESUS IS GOD’S SON
Follow Jesus from the manger to the Mount of Transfiguration.
Grades 1-2: LOVING JESUS
Loving the promise of the Savior; meeting Him and responding to Him.
Grades 3-5: 1 CORINTHIANS TO PHILEMON
Instructions for Christian living in the church.
Grades 6-8: A study of the Book of Acts & the Non-Pauline Letters. Middle
School students are encouraged to read a half chapter a day, five days
a week to gain familiarity with these books of the New Testament.
Grades 9-12: A Study of the Historical Books & Daniel.
High School students are encouraged to read a chapter a day five days
a week to gain familiarity with the historical narratives of the Old
Testament.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Evening Worship Service will begin tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway
will be preaching on Colossians 4:2-6: An Open Door in the Prison.
PRAYER REQUESTS
Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org

The Baxter Shepherding Group will meet this Thursday, January 13th at the
Baxter home at 7 pm.
___________________________________________________________

Expectant Mothers: Camille D., Heather Dem., Alissa (L.) R., Cindy S. (twins),
and Megan (R.) S. (twins).

We want to thank our New Covenant Family for their
kind acts of love with cards, flowers, concern, and
prayer at the death of my brother, Jerry. For those
interested, he was the architect for this building.
~ Dennis and Irene Baxter

Ava, 5 year old daughter of Christina S.’s coworker, is in the hospital with
severe COVID pneumonia and had to have surgery to remove part of her lung.
There are other complications including kidney failure.
Evelyn Collette M. was born via c-section on January 1st. She is doing well and
Elizabeth’s oxygen levels are doing better.

_________________________________________________________________

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT

Elizabeth M. as she continues in the hospital for complications from COVID.
Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she
cares for him.
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength.
NCPC Family and Friends
Amy (friend of Chris M.) – cancer
Mason (fiancé of Sydney S.) – Ewing’s sarcoma
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer
Macey – healing after transplant surgery
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – for spiritual strength as she
undergoes chemo and immunotherapy treatment for liver and lung
cancer
Scott (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer
Anna (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis

January 9 - 15, 2022
Lord’s Day:

9:30 am
Christian Education Hour
11:00 am
Worship Service
5:30 pm
Evening Worship Service
Monday:
7:00 pm
AHG Award Ceremony
Tuesday:
10:00 am
Ladies Prayer Group
7:00 pm
Missions Committee Meeting
Wednesday:
7:00 pm
Congregational Q&A Meeting
Thursday:
6:00 pm
Scharping Shepherding Group
7:00 pm
Baxter Shepherding Group
Friday:
**AHG Lock In: 6:00 pm, 1/14 – 11:00 am, 1/15**
Saturday:
9:00 am
AHG Leader/Board Meeting

Jan 9:

Infant:
Toddler:
Jan 16: Infant:
Toddler:

VOLUNTEERS
Janet B., Delaney G.
Jaggers Family
Sara V., Diana M., Maria M.
Dermatis Family

MISSIONARY CORNER

In God, whose word I
praise, in the Lord, whose
word I praise, in God I trust;
I shall not be afraid. What
can man do to me? (Ps. 56:
8, 10-11, ESV)

Linda Karner, MTW-Japan
Teacher for school-aged children and adults in
Chiba Prefecture, Japan
 Many people in Japan are afraid to go out in public
because of the pandemic. This has led to many
cancellations of church events, Bible studies, and
one-on-one discipling. Thankfully, Linda has
recently connected with a few Christian women
who she used to meet with regularly before the
pandemic.
 Linda continues to teach at CCSI, a school that was founded primarily for the
education of missionary children. This school offers classes in both Japanese and
English.
 Linda teaches Chemistry, Biology, 7th grade Science, and Algebra 2. She
particularly enjoys teaching Biology as she can point to the wisdom and elegance
of God’s design in life.
 About once a week, Linda has a zoom call to help disciple two recently converted
Christian women. These conversations are also helping Linda improve her
Japanese.

__________________________________________________________

Middle and High School
Bible Reading Schedule
January 9 - 15, 2022
High:
Middle: 2 Corinthians 10:7-18
2 Corinthians 11:1-15
2 Corinthians 11:16-33
2 Corinthians 12:1-10
2 Corinthians 12:11-21

Psalm 103
Psalm 104
Psalm 105
Psalm 106
Psalm 107
Psalm 108

Without pointing the finger at one political party against another, I
want to make an observation that always applies to any Christian in
whatever age or country he finds himself.
One of the most effective ways politicians attract attention and
manipulate their constituents is with fear. “The sky is falling!” “The
world is coming to an end.” “Our precious country is collapsing all
around us.” Most of the time, these fears are unfounded – or at least
they are blown out of proportion. Such threats always seem to arise
out of nowhere right around election time. What follows such fear?
Political promises. “The only hope is that you vote for me.” “I will
take care of you.”
When fear rather than principle guides you in deciding who you will
follow politically, you are only surrendering your rights and freedoms
to that person or that party and their true motives – motives which are
very often intentionally kept from you until it is too late.
What must characterize the Christian is not fear but courage. Christian
courage is not an intrinsic trait. It can only be gained by:
1) confessing Christ as your one and only Lord and Savior;
2) studying the Bible for the truth by which to live;
3) prayer – diligent, faithful, earnest prayer; and
4) applying what you learn to the world in which you live.
Worldly people living in fear will laugh at you, mock you, despise you.
They will do all they can to make you fear them. Christian courage is
the only answer to worldly fear. Christians may not always agree with
one another politically but we must be of one mind in that we stand
committed to learning how to trust in God and His Word rather than
in man and his lies.
Dr. David G. Barker

New Covenant Presbyterian Church
Lord’s Day Evening Service
January 9, 2022
Welcome, Announcements
Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day
Ps. 75:1-3
Prayer of Adoration
Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God
Scriptural Warning
of the Human Condition
Ps. 75:4-8
and the Way of Salvation
Ps. 75:10
Unison Prayer
O God of the open ear, teach me to live by prayer as well as by providence. give me a
heart frameable to thy will so that I might live in prayer, being kept from evil, known
and unknown. Help me to see the sin that accompanies all I do and the good I can
distill from everything. Let me know the work of prayer is to bring my will to thine. I
can succeed when I pray according to thy precept and promise. When thou
commandest me to pray for pardon, peace, brokenness, it is because thou wilt give me
the thing promised. Help me not only to desire small things but with holy boldness
desire great things. Teach me that it is wisdom for me to pray for all I have, that my
great sin lies in my not keeping the savour of thy ways; that there is no wrath like the
wrath of being governed by my own lusts for my own ends. In the name of Christ,
Amen.

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement
to Hope and Obedience
Ps. 75:9
Psalm 75
Worship Handbook
Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving
Scripture Reading: Colossians 4:2-6
Message: An Open Door in the Prison
Closing Hymn
Trinity Hymnbook, p. 628
Prayer of Benediction

Studies in the Pastoral Epistles
An Open Door in the Prison
Colossians 4:2-6
Prayer and gracious speech are a fitting conduct
in the opportunities God appoints.

Thankful ________________________

Door _________________________

Clear ______________________________

Wise ______________________________

Gracious __________________________
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Reuben’s Mandrakes
Genesis 30:14–18
“When Jacob came out from the field in the evening, Leah went out to meet him and
said, ‘You must come in to me, for I have hired you with my son’s mandrakes.’ So he
lay with her that night. And God listened to Leah, and she conceived and bore Jacob
a fifth son” (Gen. 30:16–17).

he tension that has been present for years in Jacob’s family due to the
manner in which his wives envied each other comes to a boiling point
after the birth of Asher to Leah’s maidservant (Gen. 30:13). Though
doubtlessly well-known, the unspoken hostility between Rachel and
her sister finds expression publicly in today’s passage. Verse 14 begins with a
record of the time Rachel requested the mandrakes Reuben found for his
mother Leah during the wheat harvest. The mandrake is a Mediterranean plant
with blue flowers in the winter and yellow, plum-like fruit in the summer. It
has been desired in many cultures because of a belief that it is an aphrodisiac
and promotes fertility. These qualities, coupled with the fact it was only rarely
found in Paddan-aram where they lived (Gen. 28:5), explains why both Leah
and Rachel desired the plant. Rachel herself has not borne any children, Leah
has become temporarily infertile (29:31–30:13), and both are seeking a cure in
the mandrake. Again, the primary players in the chapter do not come off all
that positively. Rachel and Leah are both showing superstition by putting their
hope in a plant without asking God’s blessing on the potential medicine (Ps.
113:9). It is no wonder that Leah accuses Rachel of stealing her husband since
Jacob’s profound and sinful neglect of Leah (1 Cor. 7:1–5) is evident in her
willingness to trade the rare mandrakes for just one night with him. Rachel, in
a sense, prostitutes Jacob by offering him to Leah for the desired fruit (Gen.
30:15) and is plainly more concerned to bear children of her own than she is
for her sister’s welfare. Both women are willing to barter for relational and
sexual intimacy, things that should never be so grossly traded. Moses tells us
God listened to Leah and gave her a son even though her prayer is not recorded
(vv. 16–17). Ironically, the blessing of fertility comes not to the one who ate
the “magical” fruit, but to the one who gave it away. By these two facts, the
Lord shows His people that their superstitions are worthless, for He is
sovereign over procreation. Still, Leah shows us how God often
compassionately blesses us even when we act manipulatively to get our way.

T

C O R A M D E O Living before the face of God
Many passages of Scripture warn the people of God against sorcery, astrology,
and other similar practices (Ex. 22:18; Rev. 22:15). Most of us probably do
not engage in such things, but superstitions remain part of the lives of many
Christians. For example, some believers think praying the same prayer every
day will guarantee a certain result. Take care to cast all superstitions from your
life and trust in the Lord’s sovereign will that is working for your good.
__________________________________________________________
“Reuben’s Mandrakes,” Tabletalk, March 2007, pg. 46
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