
The Lord’s Day 
January 29, 2023 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
 

“Be Still and know that I Am God”                                            Romans 6:5, 9-10 
For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united 
with him in a resurrection like his. . . . We know that Christ being raised from the dead 
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. For the death he died 
he died to sin, once for all, but the life he lives he lives to God. 
 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                                          Psalm 117 

Elder: Praise the Lord, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! For great is his 
steadfast love toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures 
forever. 

People:  Praise the Lord! 
Elder:  The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Elder:  The Lord is dwelling among His Congregation. 
People:  Let us worship Him! 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord                                             Hymn #6 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
 
Reading of the Law                                                               Matthew 5:1-2, 21-37 
 
Prayer of Adoration & Confession                                                Elder-led Prayer 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                         
In the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus, we are assured that there is no sin so 
terrible that God cannot forgive, no hurt so terrible that God cannot heal. God 
accepts, God forgives, and God sets free. Receive the forgiving love of God. Thanks 
be to God. 

 
 
 

*Hymns of Thanksgiving 
Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness                                      Hymn #520 
It Is Well with My Soul                                                              Hymn #691 

 
Intercessory Prayer  

 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
 
Hymn of Prayer    
     Create in Me a Clean Heart                                 Worship Handbook, pg. 30 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                                                  

Scripture:  Ephesians 1:3-14 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

 
Message: By What Steps has God Redeemed Me?       Dr. David G. Barker 

 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

 
Prayer for His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory “In the Bleak Midwinter” – Gretchen B.  

       *Gloria Patri 
 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       We Are God’s People                                                                        Hymn #355 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                                               (Hymn 347, vs. 1) 

The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is his new creation by water and the Word: 

From heav’n he came and sought her to be his holy bride; 
With his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died. 

 

Postlude                                                                        
*Congregation Standing 



Studies in Paul’s Letter to the Church at Ephesus 
Catechism in a Single Sentence 

Question #4: By what steps has God redeemed me? 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

(see also: Ps. 103:12; Is. 53:6, 8, 10; Micah 6:8; Mt. 26:39-44; Mk. 14:36; 
Lk. 22:42-44; Jn. 17; Rom. 5:6; 6:4, 9; 8:15; WLC #50) 

The primary point to this wonderful sentence is: 
a) God has blessed you in Christ. 
b) Paul knows how to write well in Greek. 
c) it’s just so much theological “flutter.” 

Q#4: By what steps has God redeemed me? 
A: God has redeemed me  … 

I.  through Christ’s blood, (vs. 7) 

     Jesus’ crucifixion is your redemption actually 

 being _________________________. 
 
     By Jesus’ resurrection, death itself 

 had finally been _______________________. 
 
 
II.  the forgiveness of my trespasses, (vs. 7) 

     Forgiveness of my sins is when my redemption 

 is _____________________. 
 
     What does this have to do with worship? 
 
 
 
     What does this have to do with my life day to day? 
 
 
 
III.  and for adoption to himself as a son/daughter. (vs. 5) 

     How does adoption work? 
 
     How does a child “earn” his/her adoption? 
 
     Did I choose God? 

My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
     who has blessed us in Christ 
 with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
 4 even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, 
  that we should be holy and blameless before him. 
     In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons 
  through Jesus Christ, 
 according to the purpose of his will, 
 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, 
  with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. 
 
     7 In him we have redemption through his blood, 
 the forgiveness of our trespasses, 
  according to the riches of his grace, 
 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 
 9 making known to us the mystery of his will, 
  according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 
  10 as a plan for the fullness of time, 
   to unite all things in him, things in heaven 
    and things on earth. 
 
     11 In him we have obtained an inheritance, 
 having been predestined 
  according to the purpose of him 
  who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 
 12 so that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
  might be to the praise of his glory. 
 
     13 In him you also, 
 when you heard the word of truth, 
             the gospel of your salvation, 
 and believed in him, 
             were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 
             14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance 
             until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

A Catechism of Paul’s Doxology 
Ephesians 1:3-14 

 
 

Q#1:  What does it mean for the believer to be blessed? 

A:  Blessing is the strength, hope, and joy I receive from having a saving, 

two-way relationship with God the Father through the Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Q#2:  How has God blessed me? 

A.  God has blessed me with redemption, inheritance, and with the seal of 

the Holy Spirit. 

 
Q#3:  What has God revealed to me for my blessing? 
A: God has made known to me the counsel of his will, the purpose of his 
will, and the mystery of his will. 
 
Q#4: By what steps has God redeemed me? 
A: God has redeemed me through Christ’s blood, the forgiveness of my 
trespasses, and for adoption to himself as a son/daughter. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

A Couples Conference 
New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

February 10-11, 2023 
 

Featuring Family Life’s Vertical Marriage Small Group curriculum, 
we’ve got a great conference planned for you! 

Cost:  $10 per Family  
 

Childcare and Lego Quest provided for  
attending couples.  See the flyers on the information 

tables for more details. 

 
 
Session 1:  The Elusive Secret 
“The simple secret begins with realizing that a purely horizontal marriage 
just doesn’t work.” 
 
Session 2:  Fight Me Like a Man! 
“Everyone has conflict.  Not everyone knows how to resolve it.” 
 
Session 3:  To Cheer and To Cherish 
“During marital conflict, it is clear that men place a higher value on feeling 
respected than on feeling loved.  Many women cannot imagine this because 
they are still tuned into the love wavelength.” 
 
Session 4:  God In The Bedroom   
 
Session 5:  All In! 
“The only way to have a vertical relationship with God that leads to a great 
marriage is to go all in.” 

The One Secret That Will 
Change Your Marriage 

 

 
See our flyer for Saturday’s schedule and for more info! 

The One Secret That Will 
Change Your Marriage 



  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 

 

 

Expectant Mothers: Torie K., Autumn T., Heather Dav., Sydnee F., and Rachel S. 
(daughter-in-law of Greg and Susan S.). 
 

Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 

Paul Fin. on long term care at home. 
 

NCPC Family and Friends 
Barbara (stepmother of David T.) – tonsil and neck cancer 
Jolene (NCCS mom) – stage 4 cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) –metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 

___________________________________________________________ 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Fellowship Supper Tonight.  We hope you can join us this evening for the Fellowship 
Supper at 5:30 p.m.  Fried and rotisserie chicken and grilled hot dogs will be provided 
as entrées.  We’re asking households A-G to bring side dishes, households H-P to 
bring salads, and households R-Z to bring desserts.  After supper at 6:30 p.m., we’ll 
hear a report from Mark Sanders, newly appointed president of Harvest USA, the 
Philadelphia-based ministry for sexual brokenness we’ve supported for years. 
 

The Women’s Bible Study on Titus and Philemon will begin Wednesday, Feb. 1, and 
continue through April 5, 2023. Our study meets from 6:30 – 8:00 pm in the 
conference room each Wednesday for these 10 weeks. We will learn about: 
1) Prior Ministry Titus Performed under Paul’s Direction: Introduction & 1:1-4 
2) Proper Leadership Titus was Directed to Establish in Crete: 1:5-9 
3) Problem of False Teachers: 1:10-16 
4) Purpose of Preaching “What Accords with Sound Doctrine”: 2:1-10  
    The Gospel Basis – “The Grace of God has Appeared”: 2:11-15 
5) Proper Living before the World: 3:1-2 
6) Power of the Gospel to Save: 3:3-8 
7) Paul Warns Titus to Avoid Foolish Controversies: 3:9-11 
8) People to Devote Themselves to Good Works: 3:12-15 
9) Philemon and His Problem Servant  
If you have any questions, contact Nancy C. at 410-838-3405 or 
nancy.ciliax@gmail.com 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters at NCPC,  
I am deeply grateful for your heartfelt condolences, the beautiful 
floral arrangement, and especially your prayers. God has indeed 
comforted me in the ways only He can. When Satan whispered in 
my heart, “You don’t belong to anyone now,” the Lord reminded 
me that my only comfort in life and in death is that “I am not my 
own, but belong body and soul, in life and in death, to my faithful 

Savior Jesus Christ.” When sadness overwhelms me and I miss Chris so much, the 
Lord reminds me that Chris doesn’t miss me at all, beyond that, Chris would not trade 
one minute in heaven for another 100 years on earth (even if he could fish every day 
and watch the Yankees every night!). So thank you for your faithfulness to pray for 
me, my family, and the brothers and sisters at Covenant Church in Amsterdam.          
                                                                                              ~ In His Service, Kim Sawicki 
 
___________________________________________________________ 

 
THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 

January 29 – February 4, 2023  
 
Lord’s Day:           9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
 11:00 am Worship Service 
   5:30 pm Fellowship Supper 
   6:30 pm Missions Report from Harvest USA 
Tuesday:  10:15 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Wednesday:    6:30 pm Kids Quest / Quest / Vision 
    6:30 pm Ladies Bible Study on Titus & Philemon 
    6:45 pm Men’s Bible Study on Romans 
Saturday:   6:00 pm AHG Father Daughter Dance 
   

 
CHILDCARE HELPERS 

 

Jan 29:   Infant:  Stacey B., Melanie S.  
                Toddler: Gus & Camille D. 
Feb 5:     Infant:  Nancy C., Susan T.  
                Toddler: Theresa B., Silas B. 
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Pilate Presents Jesus to the Crowd 
J o h n  1 9 : 1 - 5  

 
“Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to 

them, ‘Behold the man!’ ” (v. 5). 
 
 

ontius Pilate tried to get the Jewish authorities to have him release 
Jesus from custody by offering to free either our Lord or Barabbas, a 
criminal whose advocacy of rebellion against Rome would ordinarily 

make him anathema to the Jewish leaders, for they could be deposed by 
Rome if they were thought to support sedition (John 18:33–39; see Luke 
23:18). But the leaders hated Jesus so much that they called instead for the 
release of Barabbas (John 18:40). 

Yet, as we see in today’s passage, Pilate did not immediately give up 
trying to get the religious leaders to call for Jesus’ release. John 19:1 tells us 
that Pilate had Jesus flogged. This raises an apparent discrepancy with the 
gospels of Matthew and Mark. Those evangelists report that the beating 
Jesus received accompanied Pilate’s order for His crucifixion, whereas Pilate’s 
order in John’s gospel for Jesus’ flogging precedes the death sentence (Matt. 
27:26; Mark 15:15). This is resolved when we consider that the Romans 
administered several different floggings. The least severe of these was the 
fustigatio, a relatively light punishment given for minor offenses. The severest 
flogging was the verberatio, which was administered to those who would be 
crucified and was done with strips of leather in which were embedded pieces 
of bone or metal. The flogging in John 19:1 seems to have been the fustigatio, 
the lighter punishment given in the apparent hope to appease the religious 
leaders and to get them to call for Jesus’ release (see Luke 23:22). The 
verberatio, which could remove skin and muscle from the victim’s back, was 
then administered once Jesus was sentenced to crucifixion, as Matthew and 
Mark state. 

After the initial flogging, the Roman soldiers mocked Jesus (John 
19:2–3), and Pilate made another attempt to show our Lord’s innocence and 
encourage His release. Pilate presented Him to the Jewish priests and leaders, 
saying that he was doing so to prove that he found no guilt in Christ. Pilate 
then exclaimed, “Behold the man!” (vv. 4–5). Perhaps Pilate thought that our 
Lord’s haggard appearance at this point would lead the authorities to pity 
Jesus and call for His release. 

In presenting Jesus to the crowd, Pilate did not know he was doing 
more than calling for our Lord’s release. He was presenting the ideal and only 
perfect man. Dr. R.C. Sproul writes in his commentary John, “When Pilate 
said, ‘Behold the Man,’ the people in the crowd should have looked on Him 
and said, ‘Yes, here is man as God intended him to be, as God designed him 
to be, man with no fault in Him.’ ” 
 
CORAM DEO Living before the face of God 
 
There are many different conceptions of what it means to be human. 
Christians, however, know what true humanity looks like, what it means to 
be fully human as God intended us to be. True humanity looks like Jesus. We 
look to Him not only as our Savior but also as the chief example of what true 
humanity is. We are to emulate the kindness, steadfastness in the truth, 
humility, mercy, holiness, and other virtues of Jesus. 

________________________________________________________________________ 
“Pilate Presents Jesus to the Crowd,” Tabletalk, November 2018 
 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church 
“Preaching God’s Sovereign Grace To A World Of Need” 
128 St. Mary’s Church Road  *  Abingdon, MD   21009 

410-569-0289                www.ncpres.org 

 
 

 
 
 

New Covenant has back issues of the 
Tabletalk devotionals that are free for the 

asking. Please see any Elder if you are 
interested in getting one. 
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Phil and Barb, MTW 
Church planting in the Asian Crescent 

 Christmas: The team was able to chare the gospel during a Christmas party and 

Christmas Eve service with Rohingya Muslims and visitors at church. 

 Personal Outreach: Barb is meeting weekly with her Syrian friend, “Henna,” to 

study the Gospel of John. Pray that the Spirit would bring her to faith. 

 Travel: In November, Phil and Barb traveled to Indonesia where they are hoping 

to set up a partnership. More recently, in these last couple weeks of January, they 

have been in Sri Lanka, where they want to encourage the brothers and sisters in 

a country where the politics and economy is still very much in shambles. 

 Intern Needs: The team is looking for 1-2 more summer interns to join the one 

young woman already planning to come to teach English to refugees as part of 

the church’s effort to establish a church among an unreached Muslim people. 

 
 

 

Alpha’s Glory Pregnancy Resource Center 
 

Alpha’s Glory Pregnancy Resource Center is a 

Christian ministry that presents biblical truths to affirm the value of life by providing 

pregnancy and pregnancy loss services to moms, dads, and families. Free pregnancy 

tests are provided. Client information is held in absolute confidence. Clients receive 

accurate information about pregnancy, fetal development, lifestyle issues, and 

related concerns. They aim to help clients reject having an abortion and carry their 

baby to full term by providing services, education, counseling, support, Bible studies, 

and weekly meetings. As clients attend and carry out the program, they earn 

vouchers that they can use to buy baby items in the Alpha’s Glory boutique. They 

now have ultrasound equipment that will allow clients to see their unborn babies. 

NEWS!!! NCPC members (and nurses) Susan Stewart and Chris Taylor will be 

operating the ultrasound equipment and providing nursing support. 

 
 

Choose Hope Women’s Center 

Choose Hope Women’s Center is the new name for 

Birthright. Why the change? Executive Director 

Stephanie Atha explains: 

1. The former name did not speak to all Birthright 

does. 

2. Choose Hope is now affiliated with Heartbeat International and therefore now 

has an Option Line with a website and chat feature, as well as a 24-hour 

Spanish/English option.  

3. A name with “birth” or “pregnancy” in it does not appeal to a woman seeking 

an abortion. Choose Hope Women’s Center will reassure such a woman if she is 

looking for hope in a difficult situation that they can help. 

 

Choose Hope has also opened a new office on Route 40 in Edgewood. They are 

currently operating out of a temporary space while a permanent office is being 

built. In the same shopping center will be Tabitha’s House thrift store, Extreme 

Family Outreach, and a food pantry. In adjoining buildings, families will find help for 

childcare, job training, recovery from addiction, and educational programs. 

 

Choose Hope has one bilingual volunteer and hopes to recruit more to serve the 

Hispanic population. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

Middle and High School Bible Reading Schedule  
 

January 29 – February 4, 2023               

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

MISSIONARY CORNER 

 

 

 

Middle School:                  High School: 
Luke 9:37-62 Ezekiel 8 
Luke 10:1-24 Ezekiel 9 

Luke 10:25-42 Ezekiel 10 
Luke 11:1-28 Ezekiel 11 
Luke 11:29-54 Ezekiel 12 
 Ezekiel 13 

 



 
Communion Preparation 

 
 

Intercession 
 

“Pray one for another.” 
James 5:16 

 
HAT a mystery of glory there is in prayer! On the one hand, we see God, 
in His holiness and love and power, waiting, longing to bless man; and on 
the other, sinful man, a worm of the dust, bringing down from God by 

prayer the very life and love of heaven to dwell in his heart. 
 But how much greater the glory of intercession!—where a man makes bold 
to say to God what he desires for others, and seeks to bring down on one soul, or it 
may be on hundreds and thousands, the power of the eternal life with all its blessings. 
 Intercession! Would one not say that this is the very holiest exercise of our 
boldness as God’s children, the highest privilege and enjoyment connected with our 
intercourse with God—the power of being used by God as instruments for His great 
work of making men His habitation and showing forth His glory? 
 Would one not think that the Church would count this one of the chief 
means of grace, and seek above everything to cultivate in God’s children the power 
of an unceasing prayerfulness on behalf of the perishing world? 
 Would one not expect that believers, who have to some extent been 
brought into the secret, would feel what strength there is in unity, and what 
assurance there is that God will certainly avenge His own elect who cry day and night 
to Him? It is when Christians cease from looking for help in external union, and aim 
at all being bound together to the throne of God, by an unceasing devotion to Jesus 
Christ, and an unceasing continuance in supplication for the power of God’s Spirit, 
that the Church will put on her beautiful garments, and put on her strength too, and 
overcome the world. 

OUR gracious Father, hear our prayer and teach Thy Church, and teach each 
of us, what is the glory, what the blessing, what the all-prevailing power of 
intercession. Give us, we pray Thee, the vision of what intercession means to Thee, as 
essential for carrying out Thy blessed purpose—what it means to ourselves as the 
exercise of our royal priesthood, and what it will mean to Thy Church, and to perishing 
men, in the bringing down of the Spirit in power—for Jesus’ sake. AMEN. 

          
Andrew Murray, God’s Best Secrets (Zondervan Pub., 1961) 

 

Shepherding Groups 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We invite and remind you to participate in one of our Shepherding 

Groups. Each Group meets once a month and is led by one of our Ruling 

Elders. Come join us for a time of learning, fellowship, and prayer!  

 

Beach Shepherding Group: will meet at the Beach house on the third 

Thursdays of each month at 7:00 pm for Bible fellowship and dessert. 

O’Steen Shepherding Group: will combine occasional get-togethers with in-

home elder visits. 

Scharping Shepherding Group: will meet at NCPC on the second Thursday of 

each month at 6:45 pm. 

Stewart Shepherding Group: meets at the Stewart home on the second 

Saturday of each month at 5:00 pm for dinner, Bible study, and prayer. 

van Zuylen (Interim) Shepherding Group: will meet the fourth Tuesday of 
each month at the Hathaway home. Meetings begin at 7:00 pm and include 
light snacks and desserts. 
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Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 


