
The Lord’s Day 
January 24, 2021 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
 
“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
    Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 
aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 
race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, 
who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and 
is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured from 
sinners such hostility against himself, so that you may not grow weary or 
fainthearted. In your struggles against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of 
shedding your blood.                                                                                  ~ Hebrews 12:1-4 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him              from Revelation 3:7-13 

Elder: The words of the holy one, the true one, who has the key of David - who 
opens and no one will shut, who shuts and no one opens. 

People:  He knows our works, that we have but little power, and yet that we 
have kept his word and have not denied his name. 

Elder:  I will keep you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world 
to try those who dwell on the earth. 

People:  May we hold fast to what we have so that no one seizes our crowns. 
Elder:  To the one who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of God. 
People:  He will write our names in the new Jerusalem. 
Elder:  He who has an ear, let him hear what he says to the church. 
People:  Let us worship him. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Psalm 103: O Come, My Soul, Bless Thou the Lord                           Hymn #6 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
 
Reading of the Law                                                                          Matthew 5:1-20 
 
 
 
 

Prayer of Adoration and Confession                                               Elder-led Prayer 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                       Psalm 145:13-14 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      We Are God’s People                                                                        Hymn #355 
 
Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
 
Hymn of Prayer 
      Psalm 78: Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds                            Hymn #364 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                Dr. David G. Barker  

Scripture:  Genesis 14:1-24    
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  Doing and Worshiping  
 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

 
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
         Awake, My Soul, Stretch Every Nerve                                            Hymn #576 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                                 

The God of Abraham praise, at whose supreme command 
From earth I rise, and seek the joys at his right hand. 
I all on earth forsake, its wisdom, fame, and pow’r, 

And him my only portion make, my shield and tow’r. 
                                                                                                                  (Hymn 34, vs. 2) 

 
Postlude                                                                        

 
*Congregation Standing 

 



Studies in the Patriarchs 
Abraham 

Doing and Worshipping 

Genesis 14:1-24 
(see also: Dt. 2:19; 23:3-4; Ps. 110; Is. 40:15, 17, 28; 1 Kg.s 19:18; Ps. 110; 

Mt. 5:9; 10:16; Rom. 11:4; Heb. 5-7) 
From the story of Lot, we learn the origin of: 

a) the Hatfields and McCoys. 
b) the Tudors and the Lancastrians. 
c) the Moabites and the Ammonites. 

I.  When Lot was captured in war, Abram acted. 

     He realized he must get ____________________. 

 #1 –  

 #2 – 

 #3 – 

     He worked within his __________________. 
 
     He knew when to __________________. 
 
 Abram would not deal with the king of Sodom because: 
 
II.  When Melchizedek met with Abram, Abram worshipped. 

     Melchizedek was both ______________ and _______________. 
     What may we learn from Abram’s offering? 
 #1 – 
 
      “The ____________ is blessed by the _______________.” 
 #2 –  
 
      Where did the tithe come from? 
 
 #3 –  
 
      Did the tithe start with the Ceremonial law? 
 
      Does the tithe continue to Christians today? 

My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Heather D., Sydnee F., Katie H., and Lindsay A. 
 

Gale, uncle of Nancy C. Nancy praises the Lord for His mercy and answers to prayer 
for her Uncle Gale’s bladder surgery. No tumors were found and small interior 
surface cancers were treated with two methods. He is now home with minimal 
discomfort, much to the relief of his wife, Jacque. 
 
Gary, cousin of Nancy C. He is now in “at home” hospice care with cirrhosis of the 
liver, stage 4 colon cancer, and bone metastasis in his upper and lower spine. Pray 
for effective pain relief from the two medications given to him, and that the Father 
would draw him, Jacque, and Gale to Christ Jesus that they might be born from above 
by the Holy Spirit, and have their hearts purified by faith in Him. 
 
Wendy, sister of Nancy C., who has not found employment in South Dakota for the 
last 3-5 years. She is now getting rid of all her household goods so she can move to 
Illinois to live with my parents in order to take care of them. 
 
Lucas B.’s surgery last week went well. He was moved to the post op floor for better 
monitoring. They were told he could be there for up to a week post op. Please pray 
that recovery goes smoothly so that Lucas and Beth can return home. 
 
Holly H., mother of Ryan H., with lung cancer. Holly’s surgery last week went well. 
The nodule was confirmed to be cancer, but initial tests on some lymph nodes came 
back negative. There is some additional testing going on. Please pray for negative 
results on those biopsies. Please continue to pray for healing. 
 
Ginny F., recovering from shoulder surgery.  
 

Karen S. as she continues to seek treatment for degenerative disc disease. 
 

Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she cares 
for him in their home. 
 

Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
 
 

NCPC Family and Friends 
Robbie H. and son Casey (friends of Rob W.) – recovering from a  
      severe car accident 
Dave B. (Jill K.’s foster brother) – on hospice for cancer 
Debbie H. (Bob and Donna R.’s daughter) – cancer in her   
      liver and lungs 
Elaine (Ellie P.’s niece) – pancreatic cancer 
Scott P. (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna C. (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer 
Kathleen M. – cancer  

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway will be 
preaching on Galatians 1:11-2:14: Paul’s Story. 
 
Congregational Meeting: NCPC will be holding our semi-annual Congregational 
Meeting on Wednesday, January 27th at 7:00 pm at the church building. Your 
attendance in strongly encouraged if you feel comfortable with COVID protocols we 
have in place for the safety of the congregation. There will NOT be a live stream of 
the meeting. Babysitting will be provided. We also plan to hold Kids Quest, Quest, 
and Vision that evening for those youth who are not members taking part in the 
congregational meeting. As always, regular attendees are also welcome and 
encouraged to attend. Hard copies of the Congregational Report are located on the 
table in the narthex. 
 
Important Announcement from the Missions Committee: Due to the ongoing 
restrictions from COVID-19, we are postponing our annual Missions Conference until 
the summer. Our conference will now be held on the weekend of July 23 – 25. Our 
keynote speaker will be Dr. David Garner form Westminster Seminary. Please plan to 
join us in the summer! 

______________________________________________________ 
THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 

January 24 - 30, 2021 
 
Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service 
Monday:   7:00 pm AHG Unit Leader/Board Meeting 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Wednesday:   7:00 pm Congregational Meeting 
    7:00 pm Kids Quest 
    7:00 pm Quest 
    7:00 pm Vision 

mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org
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New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
January 24, 2021 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close the Lord’s Day              Ps. 46:1-5 

Prayer of Adoration 

Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 
Jesus, What a Friend for Sinners                         Hymn #498 
Come Down, O Love Divine                                      bulletin 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition                Ps. 46:6-9 
 and the Way of Salvation                 Ps. 46:10 

Unison Prayer 
Sovereign Lord, Thy will is supreme in heaven and earth. Thou art the Father of our 
spirits. But, O God, we are sinners in thy sight. Yet in Christ thou art reconciled to 
thy rebellious subjects; give us the ear of faith to hear him, that we might find in him 
eternal life. Thou art the inviting one, may we hearken unto thee. Possess our minds 
with the grandeur of thy perfections. Thy love to us in Jesus is firm and changeless. 
Preserve us from hypocrisy and formality in religion. Enable us to remember who 
thou art and what we are. Help us to approach thee clothed with humility. Let us 
never forget thy patience, wisdom, power, faithfulness, care, and never cease to 
respond to thy invitations. Through Jesus Christ our Lord Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience                 Ps. 46:11 

Psalm 46                                                                               Hymn #40 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading: Gal. 1:11-2:14 

Message 

Closing Hymn: Not What My Hands Have Done      Hymn #461 

Prayer of Benediction 
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Studies in the Pastoral Epistles 
Paul’s Story 

Galatians 1:11-2:14 
 

Theme: Be bound and freed by the gospel of Jesus. 
 
Have you received Jesus' gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you had your gospel verified? 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you yielded your gospel freedom? 
 
 
 
 
 
Have you added to Paul's gospel? 
 
 
 
 
 

Have you remembered the poor? 
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The Supremacy of Christ 

by R.C. Sproul 

RIGHT NOW  COUNTS FOR EVER 

 wonder if it is proper to have a “favorite” book of the Bible. The 

idea scratches like fingernails on a chalk-board. What would induce 

us to prefer one portion of the Word of God to another? It would 

seem that to hear God say anything would be such a delight to the soul 

that every word that proceeds from His mouth would excite the soul to 

the same degree. Perhaps when we reach glory, our delight in Him and 

in His Word will be such that it will know no comparative degrees. 

In the meantime we are left with our varied inclinations. When I think 

of “favorite” books of the Bible, I always place Hebrews near the very 

top. Why? In the first instance, this book masterfully connects the Old 

Testament and the New Testament. What Augustine said is true: “The 

New is in the Old concealed, and the Old is in the New revealed.” The 

bridge between the two is Hebrews. 

Hebrews is a book of comparisons and contrasts. The New Covenant is 

seen against the backdrop of the Old. The New is seen as being better. 

“Better” is the operative word. The New Covenant is better because it 

is more inclusive (it includes Gentiles); it has a better Mediator; a better 

High Priest; a better King; and a better revelation of God. 

What the New Covenant has that the Old Covenant lacked is the 

fulfillment of the promised Messiah. In a word, we have Jesus — the 

Word made flesh. 

Indeed, as the author of Hebrews (whom I believe was Paul, possibly 

through an amanuensis) describes the person and work of Jesus, the 

comparative quickly changes to the superlative. It is not enough to see 

Jesus as simply being “better” than what came before. He is more than 

better; He is the best. 

In this regard, Hebrews focuses on the supremacy of Christ. To speak 

of “supremacy” is to speak of that which is “above” or “over” others. It 

reaches the level of the “super.” In our language it refers to that which 

(or who) is greatest in power, authority, or rank. It is also used to 

describe that which (or who) is greatest in importance, significance, 

character, or achievement — the “ultimate.” 

In all these areas of consideration, Jesus ranks as the ultimate or supreme 

— supreme in power, rank, glory, authority, importance, etc. 

The high Christology of Hebrews is set against the background of the 

Old Testament. Hebrews begins with the attestation of Christ as the 

supreme revelation of God: “God, who at various times and in various 

ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last 

days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, 

through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of 

His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things 

by the word of His power…” (Heb. 1:1–3a NKJV). 

Here the supremacy of Christ is His preeminence over the Old 

Testament prophets. Those prophets spoke the Word of God — but 

Christ is the Word of God. He is not merely a prophet in a long line of 

prophets. He is the Prophet par excellence. This supreme revelation 

comes from Him, the One who is more than a prophet — the very Son 

of God. In this opening passage of Hebrews there is enough weighty 

Christology to occupy the most astute theologians for their entire lives 

without exhausting its richness. Here Christ is seen as the Creator of the 

world and the One who upholds it by His power. He is the Creator of all 

things and the Heir of all things. He is the very brightness of the glory 

of God. Again, it is not enough to say that He is the supreme reflection 

of divine glory. Nay, He is the brightness of that glory. He is the express 

image of God’s person, the one who bears the imago dei supremely. 

Next, Hebrews sets forth the contrast between the person and function 

of angels to Jesus. No angel rises to the level of the only begotten Son 

of God. Angels are not to be worshiped — yet the angels are 

commanded to worship Christ. The Kingdom is not given to angels; it 

is given to Christ who alone is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

I 

https://tabletalkmagazine.com/contributor/rc-sproul/
https://www.esv.org/Heb.+1.1


in the position of cosmic authority. In every way Christ has supremacy 

over the angels and is not to be confused as being one of them. 

Then the author of Hebrews details the supremacy of Christ over Moses. 

Surely Moses is the most exalted person of the Old Testament in his role 

of Mediator of the Law. We read, “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers 

of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our 

confession, Christ Jesus, who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, 

as Moses also was faithful in all His house. For this One has been 

counted worthy of more glory than Moses, inasmuch as He who built 

the house has more honor than the house. For every house is built by 

someone, but He who built all things is God. And Moses indeed was 

faithful in all His house as a servant, . . . but Christ as a son over His 

own house, whose house we are. . . .” (Heb. 3:1–6a NKJV). 

The contrasts here are among the servant of the house, the builder of the 

house, and the owner of the house. The builder and owner are supreme 

over the servant of the house. Moses could lead the people to the earthly 

promised land but could not lead them into their eternal rest. 

Next, Christ is seen as the supreme High Priest. The high priests of old 

offered shadows of the reality to come. The sacrifices of old were 

offered regularly — Christ offers the true sacrifice, once for all. The old 

priests offered objects different from themselves. The Supreme High 

Priest offers Himself — a perfect sacrifice. He is both the subject and 

object of the supreme atoning sacrifice. 

Finally, Christ’s priesthood differs from the old in that Christ serves 

both as High Priest and as King. In the Old Covenant, the king was 

ultimately to come from the tribe of Judah. The priests were to be 

consecrated from the tribe of Levi (following Aaron). But Jesus was not 

a Levite. His was a different priesthood from a different order — the 

order of Melchizedek. Melchizedek makes a strange appearance to 

Abraham as both king and priest to whom Abraham gives obeisance. 

Hebrews argues that as Abraham is greater than Levi, and Melchizedek 

is greater than Abraham, then manifestly Melchizedek is greater than 

Levi. The eternal high priesthood and kingship is given to Christ in 

fulfillment of Psalm 110. 

These references are but a few of the riches set forth in Hebrews that 

declare the supremacy of Christ. 

__________________________________________________________ 
R. C. Sproul, “The Supremacy of Christ,” Tabletalk, January 2004 
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