
The Lord’s Day 
January 23, 2022 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”           1 Thessalonians 4:1, 7, 9-12 
Finally, then, brothers, we ask and urge you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us 
how you ought to live and to please God, just as you are doing, that you do so more and more. 
. . . For God has not called us for impurity, but in holiness. . . . Now concerning brotherly love 
you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to 
love one another, for that indeed is what you are doing to all the brothers throughout 
Macedonia. But we urge you, brothers, to do this more and more, and to aspire to live quietly, 
and to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands, as we instructed you, so that you 
may live properly before outsiders and be dependent on no one. 
  

*His Call to Us to Worship Him                  Psalm 117 
Elder: Praise the Lord, all nations! Extol him, all peoples! For great is his steadfast love 

toward us, and the faithfulness of the Lord endures forever. 
People:  Praise the Lord! 
Elder: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
Elder: The Lord is dwelling among His Congregation. 
People: Let us worship Him! 

 

*Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Give to Our God Immortal Praise                                                               Hymn #3 
       Psalm 23: The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want                                 Hymn #87 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Scripture Reading                                                                               Ephesians 4:17-32 
 

Call to Confession                                                                               Hebrews 10:19-22 
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                    Unison Prayer 
O God, most high, most glorious, your infinite serenity is our great encouragement, for we toil 
through life, troubled and distressed. You are forever at perfect peace and you invite us into 
that peace and rest. Revive deep spirituality within our hearts; let us live near to the great 
shepherd, hear his voice, know its tones, follow its calls. Keep us from deception by causing us 
to abide in the truth, from harm by helping us to walk in the power of the Spirit. Let us never 
be ashamed of the truth of the gospel, that we may bear its reproach, vindicate it, see Jesus as 
its essence, know in it the power of the Spirit. Grant us to know that we truly live only when 
we live to you, that all else is trifling. Your presence alone can make us holy, devout, strong 
and happy. Abide in us, gracious God. In Christ’s holy name, Amen. 
 

Hymn of Confession 
      In the Hour of Trial                                                                                    Hymn #568 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                        
God the Creator brings you new life, forgives and redeems you. Take hold of this forgiveness, 
and live your life in the Spirit of Jesus. Amen 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
Father, I Know That All My Life                                                           Hymn #559 

 

He Adds to Our Number 
       Reception of New Member:  Harrison and Sydnee Finley 
 

His Sign and Seal is Upon Us 
       The Lord’s Baptism:   Arthur Declan Finley, covenant son of    
                        Harrison and Sydnee Finley 
 

Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
      Lord, Speak to Me That I May Speak                                                    Hymn #561 
 

His Word is Opened to Us                Dr. David G. Barker 
Scripture:  Genesis 30:25-43 

“The grass withers, the flower fades … 
But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message: The Good Shepherd 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory          
       *Doxology 
 *Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 

*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       Savior, like a Shepherd Lead Us                                                               Hymn #599 
 

*Charge and Benediction                                                 
The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above, 

Ancient of everlasting days and God of love. 
Jehovah! Great I AM! by earth and heav’n confessed; 

I bow and bless the sacred name, forever blest. 
                                                                                                            (Hymn 34, vs. 1) 

Postlude                                                                                       *Congregation Standing 

Studies in the Patriarchs 
Jacob 



The Good Shepherd 

Genesis 30:25-43 
(see also: Gen. 1:28; Ps. 23; Eccl. 5:5; Mt. 5:37; 10:16; Jn. 13:1-20; Eph. 

4:28; 5:15-16; 6:7-8) 
So far in this account, Jacob has 

a) been a model for all Christians everywhere. 
b) demonstrated how to be both Christian and worldly. 
c) proven to be very unwise. 

What might we see here to admire in Jacob? 

I.  A good ______________  ____________________. 
 
     Calvin taught this by teaching on the 4th Commandment. 

 On the Lord’s Day: 
 
 
 On the other six days: 
 
 
     Who has a holy calling in life? 
 

     Every Christian is to be _______________________. 
 
II.  He makes his move to: 

     Why was this a good arrangement? 
 
     A Christian’s word must be his ______________. 
 
III.  Jacob ___________ his work 

 and then works his ____________. 
 
     Did Jacob try to cheat Laban? 
 
     Would that ruin his reputation? 
 
How is Jesus your good shepherd? 
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My Own Thoughts 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Join us for Family Night! 
Wednesdays, starting February 2nd 

6:30 pm – 8:00 pm 
 

Kids Quest – (K – Grade 4)   
    AND Quest – (Grades 5 – 8) 

Both groups will be memorizing scripture and 

children’s catechism in the worship room 

together. Kids Quest will be planting and 

identifying in our hands-on Horticulture class and Quest will be planning and 

preparing for our spring camping trip. 

 

Vision – (Grades 9 – 12) 

High school students will be singing, praying, and 

studying Christian Leadership. Led by RE Kurt 

Scharping. 

 

Ladies Bible Study   

This semester the Ladies 

Bible Study will be studying the book of 1 John. Led 

by Nancy Ciliax. 

 
 
 

Men’s Bible Study: Discovering God in Stories 
from the Bible, by P. G. Ryken 
This exploration of God’s unchanging character 
offer you the opportunity to get to know him 
better and love him more. Each chapter focuses 
on a different attribute of God, how it 
influences your understanding of him and how 
you can apply it to your daily life.     7:00 – 8:00 pm 

  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Camille D., Heather Dem., Alissa (L.) R., Cindy S. (twins), 
and Megan (R.) S. (twins). 
 

Debbie, daughter of Bob and Donna R., has been accepted into a new cancer 
treatment program in Hyattsville and will begin to receive infusions every 
three weeks aiming to slow cancer progression. Praise the Lord! 
 

Elizabeth M. is doing great and is almost ready to be discharged! Evelyn is 
also almost ready to come home! If she can’t be discharged with Elizabeth, 
they will send her to UCMC until she can go home. Elizabeth will need to 
seriously quarantine when she gets home, but otherwise, things may be back 
to normal, with some support, very soon. 
 

Katie K., future daughter-in-law of Greg and Susan S., is home recovering 
from broken bones in her hand and femur which required surgery. She is 
receiving in-home PT and doing very well, but still has pain and a long road 
ahead. 
 

Colleen W. as she recovers at home from COVID. 
 

Ava, 5 year old daughter of Christina S.’s coworker. Ava is undergoing 
extreme chemotherapy now in order to receive a stem cell transplant due to 
a genetic condition.  
 

Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Amy (friend of Chris M.) – cancer 
Mason (fiancé of Sydney S.) – Ewing’s sarcoma 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 
Scott (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Worship Service will begin tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway 
will be preaching on Matthew 13:24-43: Jesus Makes Visible the Invisible.   
 

Correction for the Congregational Meeting this week: Deacon Bob Turner 
will stand for election for another three-year term on the Board of Deacons. 
 

Supplies needed for Family Night projects: Family nights begin on February 
2. Children in Kindergarten through 4th grade will be learning about 
Horticulture. We are accepting donations of paper egg cartons and cardboard 
toilet paper cylinders, which we will use for our seedlings. We are also in need 
of some grow lights and wondered if any in the congregation had some they 
were not using. Please see Pastor Nick with questions or to donate supplies. 
 

Free Covid Tests are available for at-home testing. Go to www.covidtests.gov  
_________________________________________________________________ 

 
Dear New Covenant Family, 
    Thank you again, so much, for the meals and rides to and 
from my surgery and my first follow up appointment, and for 
your prayers for Brad and me as I am continuing my recovery 
and outpatient PT after my December 1st shoulder surgery. 
Words are too small to really convey how much you mean to 
us.  

Love, Brad & MaryAnn 

_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Middle and High School  Bible Reading Schedule  
 

January 23 - 29, 2022                 High:   Psalm 115 
Middle: Galatians 2:11-21                      Psalm 116 
 Galatians 3:1-14                         Psalm 117 

Galatians 3:15-29              Psalm 118   
Galatians 4:1-20            Psalm 119     
Galatians 4:21-31                       Psalm 120 
 
 

 
 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
January 23 - 29, 2022 

Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service  
Tuesday:     10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
    7:00 pm van Zuylen Shepherding Group 
Wednesday:    7:00 pm Congregational Meeting 
Friday:     6:00 pm Ciliax Shepherding Group 
Saturday:  10:00 am WIC Board Meeting 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
Jan 23:   Infant:     Susan S., Jillian G.  
               Toddler:  Sarah O., David M.                      
Jan 30:   Infant:     Suzie C., Melanie S.  

               Toddler:  Nick H., Clip H. 
__________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil and Barb, MTW – Church planting in the Asian Crescent 
 In November, Phil and Barb returned to Asia after a two-month visit to the US, 

during which they were able to visit 11 churches, including New Covenant! 

 Phil gives thanks for completing two more courses in the fall semester towards 

his doctorate. He has only one course to go. The doctoral studies have been very 

practical and useful to their ministry. 

 The Asian Crescent team has been holding online open houses to explain their 

work (New Covenant members are welcome to join these Zoom meetings). The 

latest was on January 12th. 

In December, Barb held a Women’s Wellness program at the local church’s refugee 

center with 14 Rohingya women. In addition to physical wellness activities, Barb was 

able to share the Biblical account of the Christmas story, which was the first time the 

women had heard the full story. This led to a great discussion on virgin birth, miracles, 

and forgiveness of sin in Christ. These women have all faced significant trauma in 

their lives, but find peace at the church’s center. Please pray for the Spirit’s work in 

these women’s lives. 

 

MISSIONARY CORNER 
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New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
January 23, 2022 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day         Ps. 77:10 

Prayer of Adoration 

Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition          Ps. 77:1-9 
 and the Way of Salvation                 Ps. 77:11-14 

Unison Prayer 
 O God, most high, most glorious, The thought of your infinite serenity 
cheers me, for I am toiling, troubled and distressed, but you are for ever at perfect 
peace. 
 Revive deep spirituality in my heart; let me live near to the great shepherd, 
hear his voice, know its tones, follow its calls. Keep me from deception by causing me 
to abide in the truth, from harm by helping to walk in the power of the Spirit. 
 Let me never be ashamed of the truth of the gospel, that I may bear its 
reproach, vindicate it, see Jesus as its essence, know in it the power of the Spirit. 
Grant me to know that I truly live only when I live to you, that all else is trifling. 
Thy presence alone can make me holy, devout, strong and happy. 
 Abide in me, gracious God.  In Christ’s name, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience      Ps. 77:15-19 

Psalm 77     Worship Handbook 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading: Matthew 13:24-43 

Message: Jesus Makes the Visible the Invisible 

Closing Hymn            Trinity Hymnal, p. 18 

Prayer of Benediction 

The Parables of Jesus 
Jesus Makes Visible the Invisible. 

Matthew 13:24-43 
 
Jesus reveals himself in parables. 
 
 
     So ____________  ___________. 
 
 
 
Jesus reveals the growth of God's kingdom. 
 
 
     So ___________  _____________. 
 
 
 
Jesus reveals the permeation of his people. 
 
 
     So _______________  _____________. 
 
 
 
Jesus reveals the angels' role. 
 
 
     So ___________________  ___________. 
 
 
 
Jesus reveals the separation between the righteous and wicked. 
 
     So ________________  _____________. 
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Jacob Outwits Laban 

 

 

G e n e s i s  3 0 : 3 7 – 4 3  
 

 

“Thus the man increased greatly and had large flocks, female servants and male 

servants, and camels and donkeys” (Gen. 30:43). 

 

 

 fundamental principle for rightly interpreting biblical narratives is 

that a record of a saint’s actions does not always mean God approves 

of those actions. The Lord may indeed condone what His servant did 

even if there is no explicit statement of approval. However, when His 

praise is not clearly stated, we must be careful about too quickly assuming God 

has authorized a particular act. Biblical heroes are worthy of emulation, but 

we cannot expect their behavior to be infallible. All of them, except Christ, 

were sinners (Rom. 3:23). If we forget this important truth, we might draw 

false conclusions from today’s passage. As we can see, Jacob does not let 

Laban’s removal of the unusually colored sheep and goats (30:29–36) keep 

him down. Instead, he alters his breeding techniques in hopes of yielding his 

wages. He peels bark off some trees to make them speckled with white and 

then has the goats breed in front of them. In addition, he has the white lambs 

mate while gazing upon the colored animals. Over time, the offspring of these 

animals bear increasing numbers of the creatures owed him as payment (vv. 

37–40).  Obviously, Jacob accepted the common belief of his day that an 

embryo could be altered based upon what its parents looked upon while 

mating. Notice how Moses does not say that Jacob’s increase was due to his 

technique. In fact, the context of this passage shows us that God worked in 

spite of what The Reformation Study Bible note on verse 39 calls Jacob’s “ill-

founded theory of animal husbandry.” Without the Lord’s extraordinary 

intervention, it is difficult to imagine how Jacob’s flock could increase so 

rapidly in the span of six years (31:41) since Laban removed the most 

promising specimens for producing his son-in-law’s animals. Moreover, even 

Jacob later credits his success to God’s hand, not to his own scheming (v. 9). 

Far from affirming some erroneous view of reproduction, this story reminds 

us of the Creator’s invincible will. Once God purposes to bless someone, 

nothing can stop Him. Laban could not hold Him back, and Jacob could do 

nothing to take the credit for his success. All the Lord has ordained must come 

to pass (Job 42:2; Isa. 46:8–10). 

 
 
C O R A M  D E O  Living before the face of God 
 

It is a great comfort to know that when the Lord purposes to bless us, there is 

nothing that can stop Him. We who confess Him never take this for granted, 

but live holy lives in gratitude for choosing us in His marvelous and 

undeserved grace. Know that Jesus is reigning even now and can bless you in 

spite of all your opposition or mistakes (1 Cor. 15:25). Let us thank Him for 

this marvelous favor and share the hope of this blessing with those who do not 

know Him. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

“Jacob Outwits Laban,” Tabletalk, March 2007 
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