
The Lord’s Day 
January 17, 2021 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
    “Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat, or what 
you will drink, nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, 
and the body more than clothing? . . . For the Gentiles seek after all these things, and 
your heavenly Father knows that you need them all. But seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”   
                                                                                                              ~ Matthew 6:25, 32-33 
 

*His Call to Us to Worship Him              from Psalm 127-128, 130 
Elder: Unless the Lord builds the house, its builders labor in vain. 
People:  Unless the Lord watches over the city, the watchmen stand guard in 

vain. 
Elder:  But blessed are all who fear the Lord, blessed are those who walk in his 

ways. 
People:  Thus is the man blessed who fears the Lord. 
Elder:  With the Lord there is forgiveness. 
People:  There is forgiveness that He may be feared. 
Elder:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And with your spirit. 
Elder:  Let us worship God. 

 

*Prayer of Invocation 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       All Praise to God, Who Reigns Above                                                  Hymn #4 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Scripture Reading                                                      
    Responsive Reading of Isaiah 40                                                                  bulletin 
 
Call to Confession                                                                         Isaiah 30:15, 18, NIV 

In repentance and rest is your salvation, in quietness and trust is your strength, but 
you would have none of it. Yet the LORD longs to be gracious to you; he rises to show 
you compassion. For the LORD is a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him! 

 
Prayer of Adoration and Confession                                                 Unison Prayer 
O Lord, we would come to you with the penitence of the prodigal son, confessing 
that we have sinned against heaven and in your sight. Blessed be your name! You 
give freely of the bread of life to all who seek your fullness, and you bestow a father’s 
blessing on every returning wanderer. We have wandered from you. We have used 

the goods you have given us as though they belonged to us, forgetting that our life 
and breath and all things are from you. Often we have lived as if we had no heavenly 
Father to thank for his goodness. We joined ourselves to the alien of a far country, 
but no one gave to us what would feed and nourish us. We sought food for our wants 
in earthly pleasures, but they were only as husks to our souls. And now we come back 
crying, “Why should we perish with hunger, when there is bread enough in our 
Father’s house to spare?” Oh, we thank you that we feel our wanderings and have 
been inclined to come back to you. O God, be merciful to all sinners. Grant us 
forgiveness. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                   Isaiah 51:6 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing                                              Hymn #457 
 
Intercessory Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
      Speak O Lord                                                                                              bulletin 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                Dr. David G. Barker  

Scripture:  Genesis 13:2-14:16    
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  How Does One Grow in Faith? 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
         Be Thou My Vision                                                                            Hymn #642 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                                 

The God of Abraham praise, who reigns enthroned above,  
Ancient of everlasting days and God of love.  

Jehovah! Great I AM! by earth and heav’n confessed; 
I bow and bless the sacred name, forever blest. 

                                                                                                                  (Hymn 34, vs. 1) 

 
Postlude                                                                       *Congregation Standing 



Studies in the Patriarchs 
Abraham 

How Does One Grow in Faith? 

Genesis 13:2-14:16 
(see also: Gen. 20; Num. 32:23; 2 Sam. 11; Lk. 12:13-21; 1 Tim. 6:10; Heb. 11:15; 

1 Jn. 1:8-9) 
How should we look at Abram’s sojourn into Egypt? 

a) “Ya gotta do what ya gotta do.” 
b) “Women should keep quiet and know their place.” 
c) It’s very easy for us to judge others. 

I.  The Road South 
     What does it really mean to “live by faith”? 
 
     Does Abram’s questionable strategy break 
          the 9th Commandment? 
 
 Scripture’s clear teaching about this: 

      #1 
 
      #2 
 
      #3 
 

 Be sure your __________ will find you __________. 

 What does God’s providential rescue of Sarai mean? 
 
II.  Back to the Promised Land 
     Is profit always a blessing from God? 
 
 Will you ever “have enough”? 
 
     What is left for Abram? 
 
 

     The principle for real worship: 

 we come ___________________ our sins, 

 God in Christ is faithful to __________________ us, 

 & then God reaches out and _________________ us, 
 & our faith in our Lord ______________. 

 
My Own Thoughts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Lot’s descent into Sodom 



Responsive Reading: Isaiah 40 (ESV) 
 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem, and cry to her that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is 
pardoned, 
 
that she has received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. 
 
A voice cries: “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; make 
straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
 
Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be 
made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough 
places a plain. 
 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together, 
 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 
 
A voice says, “Cry!”  And I said, “What shall I cry?” 
 
All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 
 
The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the LORD 
blows on it; surely the people are grass. The grass withers, the flower 
fades, 
 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 
 
Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up 
your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up, 
fear not; say to the cities of Judah, 
 
“Behold your God!” 
Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; 
behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. 
 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in 
his arms; he will carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that 
are with young. 
 
Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand and marked 
off the heavens with a span, enclosed the dust of the earth in a 
measure and weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a 
balance? 
 
Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD, or what man shows him 
his counsel? 
 
Whom did he consult, and who made him understand? Who taught 
him the path of justice, and taught him knowledge, and showed him 
the way of understanding? 
 
Behold, the nations are like a drop from a bucket, and are accounted 
as the dust on the scales; behold, he takes up the coastlands like 
fine dust. 
 
Lebanon would not suffice for fuel, nor are its beasts enough for a 
burnt offering. 
 
All the nations are as nothing before him, they are accounted by 
him as less than nothing and emptiness. 
 
To whom then will you liken God, or what likeness compare with 
him? An idol! 
 
A craftsman casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and casts 
for it silver chains. 
 
He who is too impoverished for an offering chooses wood that will 
not rot; 
 
he seeks out a skillful craftsman to set up an idol that will not 
move. 
 



Do you not know? Do you not hear? Has it not been told you from the 
beginning? Have you not understood from the foundations of the 
earth? 
 
It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are 
like grasshoppers; who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and 
spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
 
who brings princes to nothing, and makes the rulers of the earth as 
emptiness. 
 
Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, scarcely has their stem 
taken root in the earth, when he blows on them, and they wither, 
and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
 
To whom then will you compare me, that I should be like him? says 
the Holy One. Lift up your eyes on high and see: who created these? 
 
He who brings out their host by number, calling them all by name, 
by the greatness of his might, and because he is strong in power not 
one is missing. 
 
Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel, “My way is hidden 
from the LORD, and my right is disregarded by my God”? 
 
Have you not known? Have you not heard? The LORD is the 
everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
 
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable. 
 
He gives power to the faint, and to him who has no might he 
increases strength. 
 
(Congregation stand) 
 
Even youths shall faint and be weary, and young men shall fall 
exhausted; 
 

but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be 
weary; they shall walk and not faint. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Heather D., Sydnee F., Katie H., and Lindsay A. 
 

Ellie P. went home to be with her Savior on Thursday last week. Please 
continue to pray for her family during this time of grief. 
 

Ginny F., recovering from shoulder surgery. Praise God, as the Lord heard and 
answered our prayers. Ginny thanks you for your prayers, love, and concern. 
She is home now and starting the recovery process. 
 

Lucas B. was admitted to a hospital in Philadelphia last week to await surgery 
for complications from his Crohn’s disease. Please pray for wisdom for his 
team of doctors as they move forward with a plan to minimize his pain and 
increase his quality of life. 
 

Karen S. as she continues to seek treatment for degenerative disc disease. 
 

Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she 
cares for him in their home. 
 

Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 

NCPC Family and Friends 
Holly H. (mother of Ryan H.) – stage 1 lung cancer; preparing for   
      surgery 
Robbie H. and son Casey (friends of Rob W.) – recovering from a  
      severe car accident 
Dave B. (Jill K.’s foster brother) – on hospice for cancer 
Debbie H. (Bob and Donna R.’s daughter) – cancer in her   
      liver and lungs 
Elaine (Ellie P.’s niece) – pancreatic cancer 
Scott P. (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna C. (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer 
Kathleen M. – cancer  

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Barker will be 
preaching on Galatians 1:1-10: “Another Gospel”?. 
 
Congregational Meeting: NCPC will be holding our semi-annual 
Congregational Meeting on Wednesday, January 27th at 7:00 pm at the 
church building. We will be hearing ministry reports, voting for re-election of 
officers, as well as discussing our 2021 budget and other important matters 
as it relates to the PCA. Your attendance in strongly encouraged if you feel 
comfortable with COVID protocols we have in place for the safety of the 
congregation. There will NOT be a live stream of the meeting. Babysitting 
will be provided. We also plan to hold Kids Quest, Quest, and Vision that 
evening for those youth who are not members taking part in the 
congregational meeting. As always, regular attendees are also welcome and 
encouraged to attend. Hard copies of the Congregational Report are located 
on the table in the narthex. 
 
Toddler Care resuming: We are at a point where we would like to resume 
toddler childcare during Sunday morning worship, but we are in need of 
helpers before we can create a schedule. We do require that one adult 
member serve each time but if you are not yet a member or are age 11-17, 
we would be glad to have your help, too! If you are interested in helping care 
for toddlers & preschoolers (around age 1 ½ through age 4), please sign up 
on the bulletin board across from the kitchen or speak to Rachel H. 

______________________________________________________ 
 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
January 17 - 23, 2021 

 
Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Wednesday:   6:30 pm Kids Quest 
    6:30 pm Quest 
    6:30 pm Vision 
    6:30 pm Men’s Bible Study 

**AHG Winter Lock-In: Fri., Jan. 22 – Sat., Jan. 23**  

mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org
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New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
January 17, 2021 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close the Lord’s Day               Ps. 45:17 

Prayer of Adoration 

Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 
The Mighty God, the Lord                                    Hymn #316 
None Other Lamb                                                  Hymn #157 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition                   Ps. 45:1 
 and the Way of Salvation              Ps. 45:2-16 

Unison Prayer 
 O great and everlasting God, who dwells in unapproachable light, who 
searches and knows the thoughts and intentions of the heart; we confess that we have 
not loved you with all our heart, nor with all our soul, nor with all our mind, nor 
with all our strength; nor our neighbors as ourselves.  We have loved what we ought 
not to have loved; we have coveted what is not ours; we have not been content with 
your provisions for us.  We have complained in our hearts about our family, about 
our friends, about our health, about our occupations, about your church, and about 
our trials.  We have sought our security in those things that perish, rather than in 
you, the Everlasting God.  Chasten, cleanse, and forgive us, through Jesus Christ, 
who is able for all time to save us who approach you through him, since he always 
lives to make intercession for us.  In Christ, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience                 Ps. 45:17 

Psalm 45                                                                             Hymn #169 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading: Galatians 1:1-10 

Message: Another Gospel? 

Closing Hymn: How Sweet and Awesome                  Hymn #469 

Prayer of Benediction 

Studies in the Book of Galatians 
“Another Gospel”? 

Galatians 1:1-10 
(see also: Jn. 8:32; Acts 12-15; James 5:18-19) 

Paul and James 

a) were preaching totally different messages. 
b) were contemporaries preaching to different people. 
c) were players on the same team in high school. 

I.  What you might like to know about this letter. 
 
     Two possible scenarios: 

 #1: earliest - 
 
 
 #2: later – 
 
 
II.  What you should know about this letter. 

     This letter teaches _____________________ by faith. 

     What did Martin Luther think of Galatians? 

 

 
III.  What you must know about this letter. 
      What do we do with the curse of Paul in vs. 8-9? 

 #1 
 
 #2 
 
 #3 
 
     What are we to do with such words today? 

 #1 
 
 #2 
 

#3 

New Covenant PCA, 128 St. Marys Church Rd., Abingdon, MD 21009 
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There Was Strife 

JULY 2006  

G e n e s i s  1 3 : 5 – 7  

“And there was strife between the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and 

the herdsmen of Lot’s livestock” (Gen. 13:7a). 

nyone who follows business and economic news regularly will know 

that expansions and mergers are not always a wise move in the 

corporate world. In the last decade or so, many retail chains have 

greatly increased the number of their stores only to find themselves closing 

many of them a short time later. Bigger is not better if the increase in 

operating costs outpaces the revenue stream. Something similar happened to 

Abram’s family soon after he returned to the land of Canaan from Egypt 

(Gen. 13:1). Abram and his nephew Lot were dwelling in the same place, and 

each man’s wealth was so great that the land could not support both of their 

clans (13:5–6). As a result, the scarcity of resources soon provoked strife 

between their herdsmen (v. 7). Ironically, the blessing of the Lord was 

twisted to contribute to this problem. Abram had his tremendous riches and 

company of servants after God blessed him in Egypt (12:14–16). This does 

not mean that He was the source of the argument between Abram and Lot, it 

only serves to remind us that if we are not careful, we too might allow His 

blessings to become a source of division. All good gifts are from the Lord, 

but if they become a cause for stumbling, the fault is wholly our own (James 

1:13–17). The final part of today’s passage is instructive. In making special 

note of “the Canaanites and the Perizzites” who “were dwelling in the land” 

(v. 7), Moses makes it clear that the scarcity of resources in the land was not 

due to God’s hand. Lot and Abram had to share Palestine with many other 

peoples that had been there longer and therefore occupied the most fertile 

areas of soil and the most abundant supplies of water. As strangers in the 

Promised Land, the disagreement between the herdsmen might prevent the 

two coteries from joining for mutual defense against these pagans. As we 

conclude today, we see how Abram has allowed the blessing of God to create 

problems and threaten his inheritance of Canaan. But as we will see 

tomorrow, the patriarch soon develops a solution, which affirms his trust in 

the Lord to keep His word. 

A 
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https://www.esv.org/Genesis+13.5%E2%80%937
https://www.esv.org/Gen.+13
https://www.esv.org/Gen.+13.1
https://www.esv.org/James+1.13%E2%80%9317
https://www.esv.org/James+1.13%E2%80%9317


C O R A M  D E O  Living before the face of God 

If we are not careful, we can allow the good gifts of the Creator to bring 

difficulties to our lives. Parents who favor one child over another can 

provoke envy between siblings and enmity between parent and child. 

Likewise, when the Lord blesses us with wealth, our sinful hearts might 

begin to serve the gift rather than the gift-giver. How are you using your 

blessings from God? Thank the Lord for His gifts and strive to be equitable 

and charitable with your resources. 

__________________________________________________________ 
“There Was Strife,” Tabletalk, July 2006 

 


