
The Lord’s Day 
January 16, 2022 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”           Isaiah 6:9-10 
And he said, “Go, and say to this people: “‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 
keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ Make the heart of this people dull, and their 
ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their 
ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” 
  

*His Call to Us to Worship Him                  from Joshua 1:5b-9 
Elder: I will not leave you or forsake you. Be strong and courageous, 
People:  for you shall cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their 

fathers to give them. 
Elder: Only be strong and courageous, being careful to do according to all the 

law that Moses my servant commanded you. 
People: Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have 

good success wherever you go. 
Elder: This book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 

meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do according 
to all that is written in it. 

People: For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have 
good success. 

Elder: Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
frightened, and do not be dismayed, 

People: for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go. 
 

*Prayer of Invocation 
 

*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                                             Hymn #38 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Reading of the Law                                                                   Romans 1:18-27 
 

Unison Confession of Sin                                                  from Romans 1:28-32 

And since we did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave us up to a debased mind 
to do what ought not to be done. We were filled with all manner of unrighteousness, 
evil, covetousness, malice. We were full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
maliciousness. We were gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, 
boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, foolish, faithless, heartless, 

ruthless. Though we knew God’s decree that those who practice such things deserve 
to die, we not only did them but gave approval to those who practiced them. 
 

Assurance of Pardon                                                       1 Corinthians 1:27-30 
 

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
Psalm 63                                                                        Worship Handbook 

 

His Sign and Seal is Upon Us 
       The Lord’s Baptism:   Theodore Zion Hathaway, covenant son of    
                        Nicholas and Annie Hathaway 
 

Intercessory Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
      Speak O Lord                                                    Worship Handbook, pg. 68 
 

His Word is Opened to Us                Pastor Nicholas Hathaway 
Scripture:  Matthew 13:1-23 

“The grass withers, the flower fades … 
But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message: Hear the Word and Understand It 
 

Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory          
       *Gloria Patri 
  
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 

*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       ‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus                                                    Hymn #679 
 

*Charge and Benediction                                                 
When he comes, our glorious King, all his ransomed home to bring, 

Then anew this song we’ll sing: Hallelujah! what a Savior! 
                                                                                                            (Hymn 246, vs. 5) 

Postlude                                                                            *Congregation Standing 



The Parables of Jesus 
Hear the Word and Understand It 

Matthew 13:1-23 
 

If you are ever so blessed as to hear Jesus’ words 

 receive them and bear fruit.  

 

Huge _________________ were listening to Jesus. 

 

Jesus knew that _________  ________________________ 

     __________________________  ___________. 

 

Jesus taught ___________  __________________ using parables. 

 

Knowledge of the kingdom is 

     a ________________  ____________  _____  _______________. 

 

God’s economy is not _____________________________. 

 

More than once, God has spoken 

     ______  ___________________  ________________  __________. 

 

Blessed are those who __________________ and ____________. 

 

Understanding Jesus a _________________ 

     _______  ________  ______________. 

 

If you hear Jesus words you are 

     ________________________ by ________________, 

     the ________________, and _________________. 

 

By heeding Jesus you become 

     a _____________________  __________________ 

     of _________________________. 

My Own Thoughts 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Camille D., Heather Dem., Alissa (L.) R., Cindy S. (twins), and 
Megan (R.) S. (twins). 
 

Elizabeth M. Praise God that she is alert, off the ventilator and breathing on her own!  
 

Katie K., future daughter-in-law of Greg and Susan S., was in a serious car accident, 
hit by a drunk driver, and flown to Shock Trauma with a broken femur and hand. She 
had surgery on her leg with plates put in to stabilize the femur. Please pray for 
healing, strength, comfort, and for the Lord to draw Ryan and Katie to Himself 
through this.  
 

Colleen W. as she recovers at home from COVID. 
 

Cindy S.: peace for her sister Kristi dealing with as yet unexplained 
abdomen/chest/shoulder pain; also approval by Cindy’s employer of her request for 
a religious exemption from the COVID vax mandate (until the approval in rendered, 
Cindy has been barred from her workplace). 
 

Ava, 5 year old daughter of Christina S.’s coworker. Her feeding tube, oxygen, chest 
tubes, and catheter have all been removed and PT is working with her. She needs a 
stem cell transplant for an unrelated genetic disorder that came to light through this 
current sickness. Ava is undergoing extreme chemotherapy now in order to receive 
the transplant. Her kidneys are functioning well enough to continue with the 
treatment. Ava’s mom, Jordan, is thankful for all the prayers! 
 

Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she cares 
for him. 
 

Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 

NCPC Family and Friends 
Amy (friend of Chris M.) – cancer 
Mason (fiancé of Sydney S.) – Ewing’s sarcoma 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 
Debbie (daughter of Bob and Donna R.) – liver and lung cancer 
Scott (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Evening Worship Service will begin tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway 
lead us through a brief worship service and devotional, which will be followed 
by a hymn sing.   
 

Ministry Workers Dinner and Meeting: Pastor Nick is inviting all Children’s 
Ministry workers (Wednesday Night ministries and the Youth Mission Trip) 
and their families to a dinner and a meeting on Wednesday, January 19th. 
Dinner will be served at 6:00 pm in the gym for workers and their families. 
The meeting will begin at 7:00 pm. The purpose is to discuss youth ministry 
for this winter/spring. Please RSVP to ncpc@ncpres.org and let us know how 
many will be attending dinner so we know how much food to prepare. 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
January 16 - 22, 2022 

Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service and Hymn Sing  
Monday:    7:00 pm AHG Meeting 
Tuesday:     10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
    7:00 pm NCCS Board Meeting 
Wednesday:    6:00 pm Children’s Ministry Dinner and Meeting 

 

VOLUNTEERS 
 

Jan 16:   Infant:     Sara V., Diana M., Maria M. 
               Toddler:  Dermatis Family                      
Jan 23:   Infant:     Susan S., Jillian G.  
               Toddler:  Sarah O., David M. 
__________________________________________________________ 
 

Middle and High School  Bible Reading Schedule  
 
January 16 - 22, 2022                 High:   Psalm 109 
Middle: 2 Corinthians 13:1-4                 Psalm 110 
 2 Corinthians 13:5-14                Psalm 111 

Galatians 1:1-10              Psalm 112   
Galatians 1:11-24            Psalm 113     
Galatians 2:1-10                         Psalm 114  

mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org
mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Bert and Nancy Williams, MTW-Uganda 

Church health, community development, 

theological education in Kampala, Uganda 
Despite the lockdowns, Bert and Nancy have been 

very busy with the Shalom Network for Church 

Health, teaching at the African Bible University (ABU) 

and working with churches and a new    

 denomination: 

 The Shalom network graduated 23 church leaders from their basic training in 

church health. They held a workshop in November on mercy ministry with 52 

churches participating! They were also able to meet material needs by raising 

funds to feed 43 church communities who were suffering due to the COVID 

shutdowns. 

 At ABU, both Bert and Nancy taught classes. Unfortunately, the classes were 

online due to COVID, which was challenging, but they persevered. Nancy's work 

at ABU fit well with her own continuing studies toward a master's degree in 

Theological Studies with a concentration in education. 

 Bert and Nancy have been assisting in a new MTW church plant called Christ Our 

Refuge. Bert has also been involved in the formation of a new Presbyterian 

denomination in Uganda – the Reformation Church of East Africa. The RCEA has 

been slowly forming for the past couple of years but this year they licensed their 

first three candidates for the gospel ministry. 
 

Bert and Nancy are currently in the US for a brief visit. They saw both of their children 

and spouses and celebrated a late Christmas. This weekend they are participating in 

the Lampstand conference at Briarwood PCA in Alabama. They plan to return to 

Uganda on the 20th of January. 

 

 
 
 
 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
January 16, 2022 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day      Ps. 122:1-2 

Prayer of Adoration 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition        Ps. 122:6-7 
 and the Way of Salvation        Ps. 122:3-5 

Unison Prayer 
 
O God of the open ear, teach me to live by prayer as well as by providence. give me a 
heart frameable to thy will so that I might live in prayer, being kept from evil, known 
and unknown. Help me to see the sin that accompanies all I do and the good I can 
distill from everything. Let me know the work of prayer is to bring my will to thine. I 
can succeed when I pray according to thy precept and promise. When thou 
commandest me to pray for pardon, peace, brokenness, it is because thou wilt give me 
the thing promised. Help me not only to desire small things but with holy boldness 
desire great things. Teach me that it is wisdom for me to pray for all I have, that my 
great sin lies in my not keeping the savour of thy ways; that there is no wrath like the 
wrath of being governed by my own lusts for my own ends.  In the name of Christ, 
Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 

 to Hope and Obedience        Ps. 122:8-9 

Devotional 

Prayer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MISSIONARY CORNER 

 



The Wayside and the Rocks 

 

atthew 13 begins with three words: “that same day.” They summon us to 

connect the parable of the sower to the controversy described in the previous 

passage. Troubles began when Jesus healed a man rendered blind and mute 

by demonic power. Jesus healed the man, so that many people wondered: “Can this be 

the Son of David?” (12:22). 

     The Pharisees had another explanation. His power is undeniable, but He must be a 

sinner, for He works on the Sabbath and befriends sinners, which they considered sins. 

Since He is evil and powerful, the source of His power must be evil, even satanic 

(12:24). 

     Imagine what the apostles thought as the controversy unfolded. Jesus performed 

signs that advertised the arrival of the kingdom of God, yet many opposed Him. The 

disciples had to be perplexed. If Jesus is Savior, why did so few follow Him? Why did 

Israel’s leaders reject their long-awaited deliverer? 

     With these questions in the air, Jesus changes location and tactics. Jesus had taught 

in synagogues, now He teaches in the open air. He sits in a boat; large crowds stand 

by the lake as He teaches them “many things.” Jesus had spoken and acted openly, 

now He speaks cryptically, in parables beginning with a parable about a farmer 

planting (13:3). 
 

THE SOWER AND THE SOILS (13:3–9) 

The farmer’s methods seem odd to us, but they were typical of the day. Farmers often 

scattered seed first, then tilled the soil. The sower tossed his seed onto four types of 

earth: onto a path, onto rocky soil (that is, onto a thin layer of soil with rock below) 

onto land covered with thorns, and onto good soil. We will consider the first two. 

     First, the sower cast seed onto a foot-path that travelers had worn into his field. By 

casting seed there, the farmer reclaimed his field, but the birds quickly devoured seeds 

that lay exposed on hard-packed dirt (v. 4). Second, seed fell onto a thin layer of soil 

atop stony ground. The seed sprang up fast and died fast because the thin soil allowed 

only shallow roots, and shallow roots will not sustain a plant in torrid weather (vv. 5–

6). 

     None of this would seem unusual to Jesus’ audience. If anything sounded strange, 

it would be the amazing yields of the good soil. Jesus said the increase would be thirty, 

sixty, or a hundred to one at a time when ten to one was considered successful. 

     Jesus finishes by asking His readers to reflect: Do you have ears to hear? Scholars 

who study parables commonly say parables present a truth that strikes like a 

thunderbolt or the punch line of a joke. It is true that we have to “get” some parables, 

but parables can be more like onions, having multiple layers. 

     The first layer seems clear. Although the seed is the same, the results vary. The 

controlling factor is the character of the soils. The farmer does his work, but the results 

hinge on the nature of the soil upon which the seed falls.  
     There is a simple lesson here. The same labor can yield widely varying results. 

Sometimes a salesman makes forty calls and nothing happens. Then he calls three 

more people and makes three sales. This is true, even important, but hardly novel. Why 

does Jesus bother to say it? Because there is another layer, if we have ears to hear (v. 

9). 
 

THE MEANING OF THE SOILS (13:18–23) 

The disciples certainly did not grasp the parable at once, but at least they wanted to 

understand. So they asked Jesus why He spoke in parables. He replied, “To you it has 

been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 

given” (v. 11), then He revealed what the parable meant. 

     The four soils represent four types of people and four types of response to God’s 

word — not an exhaustive list but the leading categories. Later, Jesus reveals His role 

in the parable. He is the sower: “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man” 

(v. 37). The parable, therefore, represents what happens when Jesus proclaims the 

Word of God. It explained what had happened that very day. How could the Israelites 

reject His ministry? Satan snatches the Word away from some people, so they never 

really hear it. 

     Others take superficial interest in the Word. There is joy, briefly, but it fades fast. 

The word interests them, but wealth and success interest them more, and that stunts 

their response. 

     Some truly listen, of course. They understand and believe and the Word bears 

abundant fruit. We might label these three types deaf listeners, superficial listeners, 

and fruitful listeners. 
 

DEAF LISTENERS (13:18–19) 

Sometimes the Word falls on ears and hearts that are as hard as a path packed down 

until it is like concrete (v. 19). Such people hardly hear what Jesus says. They needed, 

above all, to listen to the mysteries of the kingdom (v. 11). In the New Testament, a 

mystery is a truth no one would know unless God revealed it — which He did. The 

great mystery is that Jesus, truly God and truly man, came to earth and performed 

mighty deeds to testify that He is the Messiah. The crowds heard this, but they did not 

understand. 

     The disciples also lacked understanding at times, but the crowds were content in 

their ignorance. Careless listeners, they never bent their minds to Jesus’ message. The 

Word made the faintest impression on them, the kind of impression seeds make on 

hard-packed earth. If asked, they might say they liked to watch Jesus and listen to Him. 

But their watching and listening amounted to nothing. Since their observations lacked 

an organizing principle, they slipped from their minds. Thus Satan snatched the Word 

from them. 

     Lynne Trusse wrote a book on punctuation entitled Eats, Shoots & Leaves. The title 

comes from a sign outside the panda habitat at a zoo. The sign should have read: “Eats 

shoots and leaves.” That is, pandas eat two things: shoots and leaves. Instead, the sign, 

fashioned by someone who knew not the comma, read: “Eats, shoots and leaves.” This 

means pandas do three things: eat, shoot, and leave. We imagine a surly panda getting 

into an altercation at a restaurant, firing several rounds into the ceiling, then fleeing 

the scene. One day Trusse was signing copies of the book when a bedraggled woman 

approached her table and moaned, “Oh, I’d love to learn about punctuation!” 

M 



     The author smiled, “Then this is the book for you.” She picked up her pen and 

waited. But the woman, acting as if the author had disagreed, replied, “No, I mean it. 

I really would love to know how to do it. I did learn it at school, but I’ve forgotten it 

now and I put everything in the wrong place.” 

     The author nodded, “Shall I sign it to anyone in particular?” But the woman kept 

up her lament, “I’m quite ashamed really, so I’d love to know about punctuation, but 

there’s just nowhere you can turn.” The poor author sat there, tempted to thump the 

woman with her book, while internally imploring her impecunious interlocutor to 

leave. 

     So it goes. Some people simply will not be helped. They call out for the truth, for 

a word from God. They pray, “Say something, if you are out there.” God has already 

exceeded this request. He visited our earth, spoke, lived in perfect justice and love, 

died, rose, and moved His servants to write it all down. This book is even translated 

into our own tongues so we can consult it when we wish. Yet some still lament, “If 

only God would speak to me.” He has, but we must listen! 
 

SUPERFICIAL LISTENERS (13:20–21) 

The second flawed response to the word is superficial enthusiasm. Jesus says the seed 

that falls on rocky places represents those who hear the Word with initial enthusiasm, 

but quickly fall away. 

     Occasionally, a visitor greets me at the door and says, “Pastor, that is the best 

sermon I’ve heard this year.” I’ve learned that for many who say this, that morning’s 

sermon is the only one they heard that year. They are enthusiastic but shallow; I never 

see them again. 

     People can be excited about the faith, but as soon as trouble or persecution comes, 

they turn away. Most versions translate the Greek verb (skandalizō) with “fall away.” 

It certainly can mean to stumble or to fall. But the more common meaning is “take 

offense,” and that meaning fits perfectly here. Thus, Jesus has fair-weather friends, but 

worse, the minute the life of faith becomes difficult, they are offended, because it’s 

not what they expected. This amounts to a preemptive strike against the prosperity 

gospel. Jesus says we should expect persecution (5:11–12). Nonetheless, some think 

having faith means all will go well; when hardships come, they abandon the faith. 

     The lessons of our parable are clear. We must understand that Jesus spoke in 

parables both to give us the gift of revelation that comes in a thought-provoking yet 

memorable form. Parables take the truth away from those who spurn it. Let us 

therefore listen carefully to God’s Word, appropriating all His truth and shunning the 

insensitive and superficial responses that we expect from unbelievers. Above all, we 

must hear and then believe in the Sower, God’s Messiah and kingdom-bringer, Jesus 

Christ. 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Dr. Daniel Doriani, “The Wayside and the Rocks,” Tabletalk, June 2009 

 

 



 

 
 
 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


