
The Lord’s Day 
February 28, 2021 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
    My son, do not forget my teaching, but let your heart keep my commandments, for length 
of days and years of life and peace they will add to you. Let not steadfast love and faithfulness 
forsake you; bind them around your neck; write them on the tablet of your heart. So you will 
find favor and good success in the sight of God and man. Trust in the LORD with all your heart, 
and do not lean on your own understanding. In all your ways acknowledge him, and he will 
make straight your paths. Be not wise in your own eyes; fear the LORD, and turn away from 
evil. It will be healing to your flesh and refreshment to your bones.                   ~ Proverbs 3:1-8 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him              from Revelation 3:14-22 

Elder: The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God's 
creation. 

People:  He knows our works, he knows that we are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind and 
naked. 

Elder:  Buy from him gold refined by fire so that you may be rich.  And buy white 
garments so that you may clothe yourself that the shame of your nakedness may 
not be seen.  And buy salve to anoint your eyes so that you may see. 

People:  Those whom he loves, he reproves and disciplines.  May we be zealous and 
repent. 

Elder:  Behold, he stands at the door and knocks. 
People:  May we hear his voice and open unto him. 
Elder:  To the one who overcomes, I will grant to sit with me on my throne. 
People:  He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the church. 
Elder:  Let us worship God. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Praise the Lord: Ye Heavens Adore Him                                                          Hymn #17 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Scripture Reading                                                           
       Responsive Reading of Isaiah 52:13-53:12                                                              bulletin 
 
Call to Confession                                                                 based on Matthew 22:37-40, NRSV 

Our Lord Jesus said: “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like 
it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law 
and the prophets.” As God has instructed us in these great commandments, and because we 
have not lived in full obedience, let us now confess our sins to God, trusting Christ as our Savior 
and Lord. 

 

Prayer of Confession                                                                                        Elder-led Prayer 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                based on Romans 8:34; 2 Corinthians 5:17 

Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ, and Christ died for us, 
Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. Anyone who is in Christ is a 
new creation. The old life has gone; a new life has begun. Know that you are forgiven, and be 
at peace. Thanks be to God. 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      Alive in Christ                                                                                                          bulletin 
 
His Sign and Seal is Upon Us 
       The Lord’s Baptism:  Clementine Joy J., covenant daughter of    

                                       George and Missy J. 
Intercessory Prayer  
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
     Give Thanks                                                                                                              bulletin 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                Dr. David G. Barker  

Scripture:  Genesis 18:1-15 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  Fear a Friend? 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory          
       *Doxology 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       Who Trusts in God, a Strong Abode                                                               Hymn #668 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                                 

The whole triumphant host gives thanks to God on high; 
“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!” they ever cry. 

Hail, Abraham’s God and mine! I join the heav’nly lays; 
All might and majesty are thine, and endless praise. 

                                                                                                                  (Hymn 34, vs. 6) 

Postlude                                                                                    *Congregation Standing 



Studies in the Patriarchs 
Abraham 

Fear a Friend? 

Genesis 18:1-15 
(see also: 2 Chron. 20:7; Is. 6:1-7; 41:8; Mal. 3:1-3; Jn. 3:17; 15:12-17; Jms. 2:23; Heb. 7; 13:2) 

Mamre is the name of the spot: 
a) where the 1st Chick fil a opened. 
b) where Abraham resided. 
c) where the Temple was built. 

I.  He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, three men were 

 standing in front of him. (vs. 2) 
     Who are these guys? 
 Are they men? 
 
 Are they angels? 
 
 Is this the Lord? 

  #1 
 
  #2 
 
 Is this Christ? 
 
 Is this Moses’ friend? 
 

II.  “I will surely return to you about this time next year, and 

 Sarah your wife shall have a son.” (vs. 10) 

     (Choose one): For Sarah, having a child now is 
 unlikely/impossible. 

     The Lord ____________ Sarah. 
III.  “Take-aways” 
     A.  We are being prepared for God in the ____________. 
 
     B.  We are also being prepared for Christ’s return 

 in __________________. 
 How should believers fear El Shaddai? 
 
     C.  We must be prepared for Christ’s __________________.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Fra Angelico’s The Annunciation 
San Marco, Florence 



Responsive Reading of Isaiah 52:13-53:12, NKJV 

 
Behold, My Servant shall deal prudently; 
 
He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high. 
 
Just as many were astonished at you, So His visage was marred more than any man, 
 
And His form more than the sons of men; 
 
So shall He sprinkle many nations. Kings shall shut their mouths at Him; 
 
For what had not been told them they shall see, And what they had not heard 
they shall consider. 
 
Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been 
revealed? 
 
For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root out of dry 
ground. 
 
He has no form or comeliness; 
 
And when we see Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 
 
He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. 
 
And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; 
 
He was despised, 
 
and we did not esteem Him. 
 
Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; 
 
Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 
 
But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, 
 
And by His stripes we are healed. 
 
All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; 

 
And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
 
He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led 
as a lamb to the slaughter, 
 
And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 
 
He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who will declare His generation? 
 
For He was cut off from the land of the living; 
 
For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. 
 
And they made His grave with the wicked; But with the rich at His death, Because 
He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth. 
 
Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; 
 
He has put Him to grief. 
 
When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong 
His days, 
 
And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.  He shall see the labor of 
His soul, and be satisfied. 
 
By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their 
iniquities.  Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide 
the spoil with the strong, 
 
Because He poured out His soul unto death, 
 
And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, 
 
And made intercession for the transgressors. 



  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Heather D., Sydnee F., Katie H., Lindsay A., and Gretchen 
B. 
 
Cheryl W. will be having elective surgery on Monday (March 1) and the family 
requests prayer for a safe operation and healing afterwards. 
 
Brad T. as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she 
cares for him in their home. 
 
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Holly H., mother of Ryan H., stage 1 lung cancer. 
Debbie H. (Bob and Donna R.’s daughter) – cancer in her   
      liver and lungs 
Elaine (Ellie P.’s niece) – pancreatic cancer 
Scott P. (Kent P.’s brother) – cancer 
Anna C. (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer 
Kathleen M. – cancer  

___________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Special Missions Program begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Our special guest 
speaker will be Joey Barnet from RUF at University of Delaware. See page 19 
of the bulletin for more details. 
 
Save the Date: The WIC Board invites all ladies high school age and up to our 
annual Spring Retreat on Saturday, May 15th at 9:00 am at New Covenant. 
We will be watching a wonderful video series called Treasures of 
Encouragement by author Sharon Betters. There is no charge and 
complimentary lunch will be included. RSVP details to come in the near 
future. If you would like to learn more about the video series, visit our website 
to watch a short promotional video. 

 
THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 

February 28 – March 6, 2021 
 
Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Special Missions Program  
Monday:   6:45 pm American Heritage Girls 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
    7:00 pm Session Meeting 
Wednesday:   6:30 pm Kids Quest 
    6:30 pm Quest 
    6:30 pm Vision 
    6:30 pm Ladies’ Bible Study on Colossians 
    7:00 pm Men’s Virtual Bible Study  
Thursday:   7:00 pm Men’s Leadership College 
    7:00 pm O’Steen Shepherding Group  
                                                               (video conference) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ncpc@ncpres.org


WIC would like to invite 
all the women in the church to attend a 

 

Baby Shower for 

Sydnee F. 
 

The Baby Shower will be held on 
Saturday, March 20th    

10:00 am – Noon at New Covenant 
 

Brenda Paulson will be collecting money via cash,  
check, or Venmo until March 14th in order  

to purchase gifts for the shower. 
 

If anyone should choose to purchase their own gift, Sydnee 
is registered at: Target and Amazon 

 
Tear off below and drop it in the offering plate. 

          
I will be attending the Baby Shower for Sydnee Finley on 
Saturday, March 20th: 

 
Name(s): 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WIC would like to invite 
the congregation to attend a 

 

House Blessing for 

Chris M. 
 

Saturday, March 27th    
10:00 am at New Covenant 

 

More details coming soon! 
 

Tear off below and drop it in the offering plate. 

 
 
          
I will be attending the House Blessing for Chris Maggitti on 
Saturday, March 27th: 

 
Name(s): 

 

 



 
 

 
Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 

 
 
 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 
 
 



 
 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



             Special Missions Program 

                            February 28, 5:30 pm 

 
We are the Church going to the campus with 
the message of Jesus Christ. As a ministry of the 
Presbyterian Church in America, RUF holds to 
the convictions of historic Christianity which 
motivates our heart for God and love for the 
university. These convictions include the need 
for new life in Christ, the authority of the 
Scriptures, and the mission of the Church to 
reach and equip all people with the message of 
the gospel. 
 

 As an RUF Campus Minister 

Associate at the University of 

Delaware, Joey Barnet brings years 

of college teaching, doctoral study, 

and seminary studies to bear on his 

ministry. Along with his wife Ruth 

and daughter Grace, moving back 

to Delaware meant a return to 

family near Silver Spring, Maryland, 

as well as a return to his first 

spiritual home of RUF. It was through RUF at University of Maryland College 

Park that Joey “stumbled across” a campus minister who first shared the 

Gospel and the doctrines of grace with him. After graduating with a degree 

in psychology and pre-medical concentration, he continued involvement 

with RUF as an alumni and met his wife at an RUF event he had helped 

organize. While interning with RUF was first considered by Joey five years 

ago, he realized that the demands of his PhD program in experimental 

psychology at East Tennessee State University would make it wiser to wait. 

Now, he’s thrilled to be able to apply his gifts in a new way to campus 

ministry and vocational ministry beyond as he continues classes at 

Reformed Theological Seminary (D.C. Campus). 
 

 
 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Angels: Messengers and Ministers of God 
______________________________________________________ 

 
J U L Y  2 0 0 7  

by Phil Johnson 

ew biblical topics have provoked more wild speculation and fruitless 

debate than the topic of angels. Scripture doesn’t begin to answer all 

our questions about the subject. But there’s a lot more information 

about angels in the Bible than you might think. (As a matter of fact, the Old 

and New Testaments combined speak of angels more than 250 times.) And 

it’s important that we understand the biblical doctrine of angels correctly, 

especially in an age like ours, when so much popular superstition surrounds 

and obscures the truth about these glorious creatures. 

  How many angels can dance on the head of a pin? The question is 

raised nowadays only to caricature people who like to indulge in useless 

squabbling over theological fine points. 

  But some theologians in the middle ages were seriously intrigued by 

that question — and many other interesting enigmas like it. Prior to the 

Reformation, practically every imaginable question about angels was a 

subject of debate at one point or another. Nineteenth-century Baptist 

theologian Augustus Strong pointed out that in medieval theology, “even the 

excrements of angels were subjects of discussion, for if there was ‘angels’ 

food’ (Ps. 78:25), and if angels ate (Gen. 18:8), it was argued that we must 

take the logical consequences.” 

  If medieval doctrine seemed obsessed with mysterious fine points 

about angelology, the focus of twentieth-century theology swung about as far 

as possible to the opposite extreme. Someone might point out that for the 

past twenty-five years or so (owing mainly to a handful of fiction writers 

who captured the evangelical market), demons have loomed large in the 

popular evangelical consciousness. But sensationalized novels about 

demonic activity don’t constitute authentic theological discourse. And 

considered as a whole, it seems fair to say that the body of serious Reformed 

and evangelical writing over the past century has shown remarkable apathy 

about angelology. 

  Ironically, while interest in demonic activity has been on the rise 

among Christians, angels have become an extremely popular topic once 

again among non-Christians. The rising tide of New Age spirituality, spurred 

by a profound backlash against sterile secular rationalism, has awakened a 

widespread curiosity about angels and the spirit-world. So just as modernity 

led to a diminished interest in angels, postmodernity has resurrected a 

superstitious belief in them. This presents Christians with a unique 

opportunity to shed biblical light on a spiritual topic the world is currently 

showing interest in learning about. 

  Of course, it is by no means possible in one short article to make up 

for the egregious deficiency of a century of evangelical apathy on this topic, 

but perhaps we can make a helpful start by highlighting some of the key 

biblical truths and answering some of the popular misconceptions about 

angels. 

  Angels are spiritual creatures. Scripture speaks of the angels’ 

creation only in passing. They are not explicitly mentioned in Genesis 1, so 

the precise timing of their creation is uncertain. Job 38:7 seems to speak of 

the angels’ worshiping when God laid the foundations of the earth, so their 

creation could well have occurred at the very start of day one in the six-day 

time frame. 

  Nevertheless, Scripture plainly teaches that angels are creatures, and 

not eternal beings of some kind. God “alone has immortality” (1 Tim. 6:16). 

And Psalm 148:1–5 is a summons for the angels, along with the rest of 

creation, to worship. It says, “Let them praise the name of the Lord! For he 

commanded and they were created” (v. 5). Colossians 1:15–17 also indicates 

that the angels were created by Christ and therefore are subordinate to Him. 

  They are spirit-beings (Ps. 104:4; Heb. 1:7, 14) and therefore 

incorporeal as to their nature, but they are capable at times of assuming at 

least the appearance (if not the actual, albeit temporary, form) of bodily 

organisms (Gen. 19:1–14; John 20:12). They can do this so perfectly that 

they are easily mistaken for humans (Ezek. 9:2; Heb. 13:2). But because we 

know that “a spirit does not have flesh and bones” (Luke 24:39), we ought to 

understand that these occasional visible manifestations of angels are an 

accommodation to the limitations of human perception, and not a lesson 

about the true and essential character of angels. 

  Angels are personal and moral beings. Angels are always portrayed 

with personal attributes, including intelligence, volition, and a moral nature. 

Their wisdom and power are vastly superior to our human abilities (2 Sam. 

14:20; Ps. 103:20), but their knowledge is by no means exhaustive (there are 

“things into which angels long to look,” 1 Peter 1:12; as well as facts they do 

not know, Matt. 24:36). 

  Proof that angels are moral agents, capable of sin and righteousness, 

is evident from the fact that some did sin (2 Peter 2:4). Jude 6 suggests that 

they did this by exceeding their legitimate authority and abandoning “their 

proper dwelling.” Apparently this was an organized rebellion, led by Satan. 

The apostle John’s vision in Revelation 12:1–9 seems to refer  to Satan’s 

original fall, suggesting perhaps that as many as a third of the angels 

F 



followed him in his rebellion, and that is why they were cast down. 

  The angels who did not sin are referred to as “holy angels” (Mark 

8:38; Luke 9:26). 

  The angels are a mighty multitude. Without giving any hint as to 

their actual number, Scripture makes it clear that the angelic host is a vast 

and imposing army. The expression “host of heaven,” often used to signify 

the angels (Deut. 4:19; 2 Chron. 18:18; Luke 2:13), suggests an innumerable 

throng (see Jer. 33:22). 

  The angels were apparently created all at once, yet individually. 

They are never portrayed as a race descended from a common ancestor (Luke 

20:34–36). Humans are called “sons of men,” but angels are never called 

“sons of angels.” As a matter of fact, Jesus emphatically said that angels do 

not marry (Matt. 22:30). As to gender, they are always referred to with 

masculine pronouns — but since they have no feminine counterparts and are 

spiritual beings who do not procreate, it would seem that they cannot 

meaningfully be categorized as either male or female. 

  But they are nonetheless organized in ranks and legions similar to a 

massive army. Again, the expression “host of heaven” evokes the idea of an 

armed company. Jesus said on the night of His betrayal that he could have 

instantly summoned “more than twelve legions of angels” to fight on His 

behalf (Matt. 26:53). 

  The orders of angels are not fully enumerated or explained by the 

Bible. But the angelic host includes at least one archangel, the seraphim, and 

the cherubim. The archangel, Michael, is named in Daniel 10:13, 21; Jude 9; 

and Revelation 12:7. He seems to be the highest of all angelic creatures. Only 

one other holy angel, Gabriel, is explicitly named (Dan. 8:16; 9:21; Luke 

1:19, 26). Some think he is therefore similar in rank to Michael, but Scripture 

doesn’t actually designate Gabriel as an archangel. 

  The seraphim are mentioned only in the heavenly vision recounted in 

Isaiah 6:2–6, where the prophet describes them as glorious and imposing 

figures who stand before God’s throne and praise Him constantly, guarding 

the holiness of His throne. 

  The cherubim, far from the chubby-faced childlike figures often 

pictured in popular art, seem to represent the power and majesty of the 

angelic host. They were positioned as guards by the entrance of Eden (Gen. 

3:24). They were also the symbolic guardians of the Ark of the Covenant 

(Ex. 37:7). And they formed a living chariot of fire on which the Lord would 

ride (2 Sam. 22:11; Ps. 18:10; see also Ezek. 10:1–22). They are always 

described as fearsome and awe-inspiring creatures. 

  Other angelic beings are called thrones, dominions, principalities, 

and powers (Col. 1:16). Similar terms are applied even to the fallen angels 

(Eph. 6:12; Col. 2:15). But the precise number and arrangement of the 

heavenly host is one of the many questions about angels that are left 

unanswered for us in Scripture. 

  Angels are God’s unseen ministers. One of the most interesting 

questions of all about angels has to do with their unseen service on behalf of 

believers. Scripture portrays angels as caretakers of God’s providence on our 

behalf — “ministering spirits sent out to serve for the sake of those who are 

to inherit salvation” (Heb. 1:14). In Matthew 18:10, Jesus (speaking of His 

own tender care for little children) said, “I tell you that in heaven their angels 

always see the face of my Father who is in heaven” — suggesting that 

specific angels have guardianship of specific individuals. And Hebrews 13:2 

says, “Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have 

entertained angels unawares.” Very little further explanation of the angels’ 

service to humans is given. Many are tempted to inquire into the matter in 

search of specifics that Scripture doesn’t reveal. 

  But we are expressly forbidden to do that. Deuteronomy 29:29 says, 

“The secret things belong to the Lord our God, but the things that are 

revealed belong to us and to our children forever.” When it comes to the 

subject of angels, we would do well to keep reminding ourselves of those 

boundaries on each side of the narrow road. It will keep us from falling into 

the sort of superstition that dominated medieval angelology, and it will also 

steer us away from the apathy and rationalism that has marred modern 

theological thought. 

__________________________________________________________ 
Phil Johnson, “Angels: Messengers and Ministers of God,” Tabletalk, July 2007 

 

 


