
The Lord’s Day 
February 21, 2021 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
“Be Still and know that I Am God” 
    On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike your foot against a stone. 
                                                                                                                                               ~ Psalm 91:12 

 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him              John 1:1-5, 9-14; Revelation 22:16 

Elder: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, 
People:  and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God. 
Elder:  All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made. 
People:  In him was life, and the life was the light of men.  The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
Elder:  The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in 

the world, and the world was made through him, 
People:  yet the world did not know him.  He came to his own, and his own people did 

not receive him. 
Elder:  But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 

become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God. 

People:  And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, 
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Elder:  Jesus is the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star. 
People:  We have come to worship him. 
Elder:  Let us worship our Lord. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Psalm 98: Come, Let Us Sing unto the Lord                                                    Hymn #16 

 

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
Reading of the Law                                                          
       Responsive Reading of the Moral Law                                                                 bulletin 
 
Call to Confession                                                                           based on 1 John 1:8-9, NRSV 
God’s Word assures us: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 
not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. In humility and faith let us confess our sin to God. 

 
Prayer of Confession                                                                             based on Daniel 9:4-19 
O Lord, great God, all holy, Father most gracious, filled with mercy and steadfast love, we are 
embarrassed to come before you, for we have preferred the ways of this world to your ways, 

for we have rebelled against your wisdom and we have gotten into trouble, for we have 
rejected your fatherly guidance and have gotten lost altogether. To you belongs righteousness, 
O Lord, and to us confusion of face. O Lord, great God, all holy, filled with awe, Father, most 
gracious, filled with mercy and steadfast love, incline your ear to our troubles. Hear us when 
we pour out our sorrows before you. Forgive us, not on the ground of our own righteousness, 
but on the ground of your great mercy. On the ground of your great mercy in the gift of your 
Son, Jesus Christ. It is in his name that we pray, for he is our Savior and the mediator of the 
covenant of grace. Amen. 

 
Assurance of Pardon                                                                                       Psalm 91:14-16 

 
*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
      Blessed Assurance                                                                                           Hymn #693 
 
Intercessory Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
Hymn of Prayer 
     According to Thy Gracious Word                                                                   Hymn #423 
 
His Word is Opened to Us                Dr. David G. Barker  

Scripture:  Genesis 17:1-27 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

Message:  My Covenant in Your Flesh 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 

We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings 
       Offertory         “I Surrender”  –  Gretchen Barker 
       *Doxology 
*Prayer of Commitment to Service 
 
*Hymn of Our Procession into the World 
       Shine Thou upon Us, Lord                                                                                 Hymn #411 
 
*Charge and Benediction                                                 

There dwells the Lord our King, the Lord our Righteousness, 
Triumphant o’er the world and sin, the Prince of Peace. 

On Zion’s sacred height his kingdom he maintains, 
And glorious with his saints in light forever reigns. 

                                                                                                                  (Hymn 34, vs. 5) 

Postlude                                                                        
*Congregation Standing 



Studies in the Patriarchs 
Abraham 

“My Covenant in Your Flesh” 

Genesis 17 
(see also: Acts 16:14-15, 33; Rom. 5:12-21; 9:3; 11:22; 1 Cor. 1:16; 15:22; 

Gal. 3:16) 
In the thirteen years since the birth of Ishmael: 

a) Abram bought a condo near the Sea of Kinereth. 
b) nothing further from the Lord had come to Abram. 
c) Hagar kept sniping at Sarai. 

I.“I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless,” (vs.1) 

     Hagar’s child is _____________________, 

     the Lord is ______  ____________________, 

     Abram is ___________________, 

     & Sarai is ________________. 
     Now, Abraham has a responsibility 

 to _____________ the Lord’s covenant. 
 
II.  “This is my covenant: Every male among you 
 shall be circumcised.” (vs. 10) 
     (True/False): The meaning and intent for using this as a sign 
 of the covenant is to identify each member as part of the 
 larger body. 
 

      #1 
 
 
      #2 
 
 

III.  I will establish my covenant with Isaac, … .” (vs. 21) 
     Even though the promised child is Isaac, who receives the mark of 
the covenant? 
 
     Is baptism in the New Testament elective? 
 
     What about Ishmael?   
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My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Three Principles of a Biblical Covenant 
 #1 It is a bond not made among equals. 

 #2 It is a bond governed by headship. 
 #3 It is a bond/pledge of either fidelity/blessing 

   or of infidelity/curse. 



Responsive Reading from the Moral Law 
 From the Epistles 

 

Leader:     You shall have no other gods before me. 

People:     For from him and through him and to him are all  

        things. To him be the glory forever!  

Leader:     You shall not make for yourself an idol. 

People:     In Christ we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.  

        He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over  

        all creation. 

Leader:     You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for  

        the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his  

        name. 

People:     Let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise –  

        the fruit of lips that confess his name. 

Leader:     Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. Six days  

        you shall labor and do all your work, but the seventh  

        day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. 

People:     Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach  

        and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as  

        you sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs with  

        gratitude in your hearts to God. 

Leader:     Honor your father and your mother, so that you may  

       live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 

People:     Children, obey your parents in everything, for this  

        pleases the Lord. 

Leader:     You shall not murder. 

People:     Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving  

        each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

Leader:     You shall not commit adultery. 

People:     You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  

                   Therefore honor God with your body. 

Leader:     You shall not steal. 

People:     He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but  

        must work, doing something useful with his hands, so  

        that he may have something to share with those in  

        need. 

Leader:     You shall not give false testimony against your  

        neighbor. 

People:     Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things  

                   grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 

Leader:     You shall not covet your neighbor’s house or anything  

       that belongs to your neighbor. 

People:     I have learned to be content whatever the  
       circumstances. 



  
 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 
 

Expectant Mothers: Heather D., Sydnee F., Katie H., Lindsay A., and Gretchen 
B. 
 
Dave B, Jill K’s foster brother, passed into glory on Friday morning after years 
of battling cancer. We rejoice that he is no longer suffering and that we have 
the hope of heaven. Please continue to pray for his wife, Mindi, and their 
three children, along with the rest of the family as they walk through this 
difficult time. 
 
Brad T as he continues on hospice and MaryAnn for strength and rest as she 
cares for him in their home. 
 
Karen E: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Holly H, mother of Ryan Hall, recovering from surgery for stage 1 lung   
      cancer. 
Debbie H (Bob and Donna R’s daughter) – cancer in her   
      liver and lungs 
Elaine (Ellie P’s niece) – pancreatic cancer 
Scott P (Kent P’s brother) – cancer 
Anna C (friend of Stewarts) – metastatic breast cancer 
Kathleen M – cancer  

___________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Worship Service begins tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway 
will be preaching on Galatians 4:1-7: Sonship. 
 
Care Food Night: Our next opportunity to feed the homeless of Harford 
County will be TOMORROW, February 22, at Calvary Baptist Church. Please 
see Pam M. for more information. 
 

Save the Date: The WIC Board invites all ladies high school age and up to our 
annual Spring Retreat on Saturday, May 15th at 9:00 am at New Covenant. 
We will be watching a wonderful video series called Treasures of 
Encouragement by author Sharon Bettters. There is no charge and 
complimentary lunch will be included. RSVP details to come in the near 
future. If you would like to learn more about the video series, visit our website 
to watch a short promotional video. 
 

______________________________________________________ 

 
THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 

February 21 - 27, 2021 
 
Lord’s Day:   9:30 am Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service  
Monday:          **Care Food Night** 
    7:00 pm AHG Unit Leader Meeting 
Tuesday: 10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
Wednesday:   6:30 pm Kids Quest 
    6:30 pm Quest 
    6:30 pm Vision 
    6:30 pm Ladies’ Bible Study on Colossians 
    7:00 pm Men’s Virtual Bible Study  
Thursday:   7:00 pm Men’s Leadership College 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear NCPC Family, 
     There are not words to adequately express 
our appreciation for the love, care, and support 
you have given Mom and Dad these many 
years. They truly loved their NCPC family, and 
were well-loved in return. 
     Thank you for all of the prayers and acts of 
kindness during Mom’s illness, and for the 
beautiful flowers you sent in her memory.  
 With love and appreciation, 

    The Pennington Family 
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WIC would like to invite 
all the women in the church to attend a 

 

Baby Shower for 

Sydnee F. 
 

The Baby Shower will be held on 
Saturday, March 20th    

10:00 am – Noon at New Covenant 
 

Brenda Paulson will be collecting money via cash,  
check, or Venmo until March 14th in order  

to purchase gifts for the shower. 
 

If anyone should choose to purchase their own gift, Sydnee 
is registered at: Target and Amazon 

 
Tear off below and drop it in the offering plate. 

          
I will be attending the Baby Shower for Sydnee F. on 
Saturday, March 20th: 

 
Name(s): 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WIC would like to invite 
the congregation to attend a 

 

House Blessing for 

Chris M. 
 

Saturday, March 27th    
10:00 am at New Covenant 

 

More details coming soon! 
 

Tear off below and drop it in the offering plate. 

 
 
          
I will be attending the House Blessing for Chris M. on 
Saturday, March 27th: 

 
Name(s): 
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New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

Lord’s Day Evening Service 
February 21, 2021 

Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close the Lord’s Day                 Ps. 48:1-2 

Prayer of Adoration 

Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 
Jesus, Lover of My Soul                                                       Hymn #508 
By Faith                                                                                         bulletin 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition                   Ps. 48:3-8 
 and the Way of Salvation                 Ps. 48:9-11 

Unison Prayer 
O Heavenly Father, teach me to see that if Christ has pacified thee he can also deliver 
me from my sins; that Christ does not desire me to live in self-confidence in my own 
strength, but gives me the law of the Spirit of life to enable me to obey thee; that the 
Spirit and the power are mine by resting on Christ's death; that if I sin not I should 
thank thee for it; that if I sin I should be humbled daily under it; that I should mourn 
for sin more than other men do. When I see how sin strikes at thee, that makes me 
mourn.  Teach me to see that sanctification is the evidence of reconciliation, proving 
that faith has truly apprehended Christ. Thou hast taught me that faith is an 
adherence to Christ, a resting on him, love clinging to him as a branch to a tree.  I 
thank thee for showing me the vast difference between knowing things by reason, and 
knowing them by the spirit of faith. I have seen thee by reason and have not been 
amazed, I have seen thee as thou art in thy Son and have been ravished to behold 
thee. I bless thee that I am thine in Jesus. In His name, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience               Ps. 48:12-14 

Psalm 48                                                                                              bulletin 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading: Galatians 4:1-7 

Message: Sonship 

Closing Hymn: How Deep the Father’s Love                               bulletin 

Prayer of Benediction 

 
 

Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 
 
 



Studies in the Pastoral Epistles 
Sonship 

Galatians 4:1-7 

Theme: Spend your inheritance wisely to honor your 

 heavenly Father. 

 

Children as servants 

 

 

 

 

21st century butler and nanny 

 

 

 

 

Elementary school 

 

 

 

 

Under the law 

 

 

 

 

Roman adoption 

 

 

 

 
Spiritual transplant 
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The Sacraments as Means of Grace 
______________________________________________________ 

 

J U N E 2 0 2 0  

by William Barcley 

 grew up in a large Baptist church where baptisms were frequent and the 

Lord’s Supper was rare. Baptism was always a celebratory event—

sometimes people even cheered. The Lord’s Supper, on the other hand, 

was solemn, quiet, and, to a young boy, dull. I never understood the 

purpose of having to sit still for an extra fifteen to twenty minutes. Couldn’t 

the pastor just say, “Jesus died on the cross for your sins,” and be done with 

it? I never really understood the purpose of baptism either, except that Jesus 

had commanded it. When I was baptized at age twelve, it was simply a rite of 

passage to me. 

  The Westminster Confession of Faith sums up biblical teaching on 

the significance of baptism and the Lord’s Supper this way: “Sacraments are 

holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, immediately instituted by God, 

to represent Christ and his benefits; and to confirm our interest in him” 

(27.1). The language of “signs and seals” comes directly from Romans 4:11: 

“[Abraham] received the sign of circumcision as a seal of the righteousness 

that he had by faith while he was still uncircumcised.” In what way do the 

sacraments function as signs and seals? 

  The Bible contains many “signs.” Moses performed “signs” in 

Egypt (Ex. 4:8, etc.). Jesus’ miracles are called “signs” (John 2:11). In fact, 

the incarnation and virgin birth of Jesus themselves constituted a “sign” (Isa. 

7:14). Signs are visible markers that, while perhaps significant in themselves, 

point to something else. Moses’ signs pointed to the power of God and to His 

intention to redeem His people. Jesus’ signs pointed to His identity as the 

eternal Son of God (John 20:30–31). 

  Significantly, four of the first six occurrences of the word “sign” in 

the Bible occur in the phrase “sign of the covenant” (Gen. 9:12, 13, 17; 

17:11). After the flood, God made a covenant, that is, a binding agreement, 

with Noah, promising that He would never again flood the earth. As a sign to 

confirm His covenant promise, God gave the rainbow. I grew up in Florida, 

where afternoon summer thunderstorms, often accompanied by rainbows, are 

common. We can be amazed at the beauty of a rainbow. But its main purpose 

is to remind us of God’s covenant promise and faithfulness. 

  God also made a covenant with Abraham (Gen. 15:18; 17:2, etc.; 

see Ex. 2:24). In this covenant, God promised to be God to Abraham and his 

offspring, to give him an inheritance of land, to bless the nations through 

him, and to make his seed as numerous as the sand on the seashore and the 

stars in the heavens. To confirm these promises, God gave Abraham 

circumcision as the “sign of the covenant” (Gen. 17:11). 

  These signs are visible, tangible reminders that confirm God’s 

promises to His people. They are also suitable for each covenant. The 

rainbow appears in the sky after a rain when the sun passes through droplets 

of water. God may send heavy rains that result in local flooding and 

disastrous results for some. Yet, He will never again flood the whole earth 

and wipe out all humanity. In God’s covenant with Abraham, God promised 

Abraham descendants, a “seed” (ultimately fulfilled in Christ; Gal. 3:15–18). 

Appropriately, the accompanying sign is applied to the male reproductive 

organ. As we will see, the fitting nature of God’s signs is true in other 

covenants as well, including the new covenant in Christ’s blood. 

  The church father Augustine famously referred to the sacraments as 

“visible words.” When children are learning, they often need pictures or 

tangible objects to help them understand a lesson. This is what God provides 

for us in these visible, tangible signs. He comes down to us as to children so 

that we truly grasp, remember, and have confirmation of His covenant 

promises. 

  A seal in Paul’s day was often made of wax and had a stamped 

imprint in it that confirmed the identity of the owner. Official documents and 

letters typically bore seals. If the sender was a king or government official, 

you did not dare break the seal to look at the contents until it reached its 

proper destination. In this sense, a seal both confirmed the identity of the 

sender and secured the contents. 

  In the same way, God’s covenant signs both confirm our identity as 

those who belong to God and secure our membership in that covenant. To 

put it differently, covenant signs—or sacraments—both assure and 

strengthen us in our relationship with God. Augustine also put it this way: 

sacraments are “visible signs of invisible grace.” They are one way that God 

imparts His grace to strengthen us in the faith. 

 

 

 

 

I 
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______________________________________ 

Covenant signs—or sacraments—both assure and strengthen 
us in our relationship with God. 

______________________________________ 

Looking again at Romans 4, before Paul’s statement about circumcision’s 

being a sign and seal of Abraham’s righteousness by faith (v. 11), the 

Apostle says that Abraham “believed God and it was counted to him as 

righteousness” (v. 3). Hence, circumcision was a sign and seal of the fact that 

God declared him righteous by his faith and by his faith alone. Yet, Paul later 

says that Abraham “grew strong in his faith” (v. 20), even after years of 

trying to have a child with no success. One reason for his strong faith was the 

covenant sign that God had given him. His own body continually testified to 

and confirmed God’s promise to him. 

  Covenant signs also work in the other direction. Covenants in the 

ancient world were binding agreements that included promises and 

responsibilities by both parties. In biblical covenants, God promises to be our 

God. We in turn pledge to give ourselves fully to God and to obey His 

commandments. The Latin word sacramentum often referred to the oath of 

allegiance that soldiers made to their commanding officer. In the same way, 

sacraments set us apart as belonging fully to Christ. In the sacraments, we 

pledge that we fully, wholly, unreservedly belong to Him. 

  When I perform weddings, the bride and groom exchange rings, 

declaring to each other, “I give you this ring, in token and pledge of our 

constant faith and abiding love.” Biblical marriage is a covenant (Mal. 2:14). 

The wedding ring is a sign and seal of that covenant. It confirms and declares 

the bride and groom’s love for and commitment to one another. The ring that 

I wear marks me off as belonging to my wife and confirms my promise to be 

faithful to her as long as we both shall live. 

  God’s sacraments, however, are deeper and richer than wedding 

rings. They actually strengthen us spiritually to be faithful to our 

commitment to God. They help us grow in Christlikeness and lead to closer 

communion with Christ. They do not work by themselves alone, in some 

magical way. They must be accompanied by the Word and Spirit, and they 

are effective only when combined with faith. Yet, when administered and 

received properly, they are an important means of spiritual vitality and 

growth. 

  The rest of this article will focus on the two and only two sacraments 

that God gives to His new covenant people: the Lord’s Supper and baptism. 

We will explore the specific meaning of each one separately and discuss how 

they serve as means of grace and spiritual strengthening in our lives. 

THE LORD’S SUPPER  

Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper at a Passover meal with His disciples. The 

celebration of Passover was an old covenant sign to remind God’s people of 

God’s great redemptive act in bringing them out of slavery in Egypt (Ex. 

13:9). The meal included lamb and unleavened bread, both fitting signs 

because of their centrality to the exodus itself. The Israelites ate unleavened 

bread because they were leaving quickly. The blood of the lamb applied to 

the doorframe of their homes turned away the judgment God poured out on 

Egypt. 

  Likewise, the Lord’s Supper celebrates God’s great redemptive event 

in the new covenant. Jesus said at the Passover meal with His disciples, “This 

is my body, which is given for you” (Luke 22:19) and “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matt. 

26:28). The Lord’s Supper is a sign that points us back to Christ’s death on 

the cross. We eat and drink “in remembrance of” Christ (Luke 22:19). 

  The Lord’s Supper also points forward. At the Last Supper, Jesus, 

looking forward to the consummation, said, “For I tell you that from now on 

I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God 

comes” (Luke 22:18). Similarly, Paul writes with regard to the Lord’s 

Supper, “For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim 

the Lord’s death until he comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). Notice here that the Lord’s 

Supper “proclaims.” It is a visible word. 

  The Lord’s Supper, however, does more than make the Word visible. 

It involves all of our senses. We see, but we smell, touch, and taste the bread 

and wine as well. The Lord’s Supper, rightly observed, also includes hearing, 

occurring after the preaching of the Word and proper instruction on the 

meaning of elements. The Lord’s Supper helps us better grasp the wonder of 

Christ’s death by the involvement of all five senses. The Lord’s Supper 

makes Christ’s death on the cross personal. Christ did not just die for sinners. 

Christ died for me. 

  The Lord’s Supper, in other words, seals this truth to our hearts. It is 

an external, physical confirmation that I belong to Christ and that Christ has 

given himself to me. In the beautiful words of Heidelberg Catechism 1: 

What is your only comfort in life and in death? That I belong, body and soul, 

in life and in death, not to myself, but to my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ, who 

at the cost of his own blood has fully paid for all my sins, and has completely 

freed me from the dominion of the devil, and that he protects me so well that 

without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head; 

indeed everything must fit his purpose for my salvation. 
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Moreover, in the Lord’s Supper we commune spiritually with Christ. Paul 

writes: “The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the 

blood of Christ? The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body 

of Christ?” (1 Cor. 10:16). The Greek word translated “participation” is koin 

nia, a word that refers to intimate fellowship with someone. In contrast, Paul 

admonishes the Corinthians not to have koin nia with demons by 

participating in pagan worship (v. 20). Christ is spiritually present at the 

Lord’s Supper. When we partake of the bread and cup, we have intimate 

communion with Him. 
  In the ancient world, eating a meal together was an expression of 

intimacy. Meals were also an important part of covenant-making ceremonies. 

The parties entering into a covenant with one another would seal that 

agreement by eating together. We see this in Exodus 19–24. After God made 

a covenant with Israel at Sinai, Moses and the leaders of Israel ate a meal on 

the mountain in the presence of God. In fact, an intimate relationship 

between God and His people is the purpose of God’s covenants with them. 

  This is especially clear in the new covenant. In the new covenant, 

God writes His law on our hearts, God forgives our sins, and God makes 

Himself known to us in the most personal, intimate way: “They shall all 

know me, from the least of them to the greatest” (Jer. 31:34). All three 

persons of the Trinity are involved in this intimate relationship. God draws 

near to us in the covenant. Christ became one with us to fulfill the promises 

of the new covenant. The Holy Spirit dwells in us, making us a new creation 

and enabling us to fulfill the obligations of the covenant. God is not just near 

us—He is in us. 

  The Lord’s Supper makes our intimate relationship with God a 

greater experiential reality for us. It speaks to the heart of our relationship 

with God, namely, God’s love for us and our love for God. In the supper, 

Christ is present, saying to us: “You are My beloved child. I laid down My 

life for you. Now I give you strength to take up your cross and follow Me.” 

  The Lord’s Supper also reminds us of our new identity in the new 

covenant. The old covenant Passover was to be celebrated with one’s family. 

Jesus, however, ate the Passover with His disciples, indicating that they were 

the new, true family of God. All who follow Jesus are His brothers and 

sisters. The Lord’s Supper is what some have called a “separating 

ordinance,” marking us off as those who truly, wholly belong to Christ. 

  In this way, the Lord’s Supper also unites us to all who belong to 

Christ. Paul told the Corinthians that because they were not eating together in 

a unified and unifying way, they were not even eating the Lord’s Supper (1 

Cor. 11:20). At the supper, we commune with Christ and with one another. 

By the Spirit, the supper strengthens our bond to Christ and to our brothers 

and sisters in Christ. 

  The Lord’s Supper is rich in its symbolism. Most importantly, it 

reminds us of Christ’s death in our place as He took our judgment on 

Himself. It also confirms and strengthens our union with Christ, as we not 

only remember but also commune spiritually with Christ. In the supper, we 

also strengthen our bonds with one another. The Lord’s Supper points 

forward to the “marriage supper of the Lamb,” which we will eat in the 

presence of Christ and with brothers and sisters in Christ from every nation, 

tribe, language, and tongue. In the meantime, the Lord’s Supper strengthens 

us to live for Christ as the body of Christ, setting us apart from the world, for 

the world. 

BAPTISM 

Baptism likewise is rich in symbolism. Unlike the Lord’s Supper, which is a 

recurring event in the church, baptism is a one-time event for each 

individual. In this respect, it is similar to the sign of circumcision. Like 

circumcision, baptism marks our entrance into the covenant community. 

  The primary symbolism of baptism is washing or purifying. It is a 

sign that in Christ we are clean. This connection of baptism with cleansing is 

natural because we bathe with water. Baptism, however, points not to 

physical but to spiritual cleansing. 

  Several times the New Testament links baptism to having sins 

washed away. After Paul’s conversion, Ananias comes to Paul and says, 

“Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins” (Acts 22:16). Peter later 

writes, “Baptism, which corresponds to [the waters of the flood], now saves 

you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a 

good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). 

Both of these, taken at a surface level, might seem to say that baptism itself 

washes our sins away and saves us. On closer inspection, this reading is in 

error. Peter says in the second half of the verse that the issue is not the water 

on the body but the appeal to God because He has washed the guilt of our sin 

away. Paul also writes that Christ has “cleansed [His church] by the washing 

of water with the word” (Eph. 5:26). As John puts it, “the blood of Jesus . . . 

cleanses us from all sin” (1 John 1:7). The blood of Jesus cleanses, not the 

water of baptism. The water of baptism points to cleansing in Christ’s blood. 

______________________________________________ 

At the supper, we commune with Christ  
and with one another. 

_________________________________________ 
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Another aspect of baptism that differs from the Lord’s Supper is that in 

baptism the recipient of baptism is passive. In the Lord’s Supper, the 

partakers are active. They actively take and eat and drink. All who partake 

are called to examine themselves and to “discern the body” (1 Cor. 11:28–

29). We are active participants in the Lord’s Supper. 

  The baptized person, on the other hand, is acted upon. Baptism 

points to God’s grace and to the fact that salvation is all of God. God chose 

us and by His Spirit transforms us. Even faith is a gift from God (Eph. 

2:8; Phil. 1:29). Baptism says that those who belong to Christ have been 

saved by the grace of God. Salvation, from start to finish, is God’s work. 

  Baptism in this sense also symbolizes God’s giving His Spirit to His 

people. Jesus referred to the Spirit’s coming upon His people at Pentecost as 

a baptism. The coming of the Spirit in Acts 2 is the fulfillment of Joel’s 

prophecy that God would “pour out” His Spirit on all flesh—male and 

female, Jew and gentile. Similarly, John the Baptist declared that he baptized 

with water, but that Christ would baptize with the Holy Spirit and fire. 

  The link between the Spirit and baptism, however, is more than just a 

literary connection. The Spirit Himself is the means of spiritual cleansing. 

Paul writes that God “saved us . . . by the washing of regeneration and 

renewal of the Holy Spirit” (Titus 3:5). Likewise, in Ezekiel’s version of 

Jeremiah’s new covenant prophecy, the prophet ties cleansing and the ability 

to obey God to the indwelling of the Holy Spirit: 

I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give you 

a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the 

heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my 

Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey 

my rules. (Ezek. 36:25–27) 

THE SPIRIT CLEANSES AND EMPOWERS 

Baptism, furthermore, sets us apart for Christ and identifies us with Christ. 

This is because Christ identified with us in His own baptism. John the 

Baptist’s baptism was a “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 

sin” (Mark 1:4). Jesus, the sinless Son of God, had not committed any sin. 

John, in fact, tried to keep Jesus from being baptized, telling Him, “I need to 

be baptized by you” (Matt. 3:14). Yet, Jesus’ mission was to identify with 

His people to take the guilt of their sin on Himself. Paul writes, God “made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the 

righteousness of God” (2 Cor. 5:21). Jesus was baptized by John not because 

He needed to be cleansed from sin but because we needed to be cleansed 

from sin. 

  At His baptism, Jesus was set apart, ordained, to begin the ministry 

God had called Him to do. Jesus was about thirty years old when He was 

baptized and began His ministry (Luke 3:23). Thirty was the age that old 

covenant priests began their ministry (Num. 4:3). They were set apart for 

ministry by a purification rite involving water (Ex. 29:4; Lev. 8:6). Likewise, 

Jesus’ baptism set Him apart for His high priestly ministry of teaching, 

interceding for His disciples, and offering Himself as the final and only 

sufficient sacrifice to take away all of the sins of all His people. 

  In a similar way, baptism marks us off as belonging to God. It says 

that we have a new identity in Christ. Under the old covenant, circumcision 

set the Israelites apart from the “uncircumcised” gentiles. Baptism sets us 

apart from the world and says that we belong to Christ. Our baptism 

symbolizes our union with Christ, who Himself became one with us and 

identified with us in His baptism. Baptism also sets us apart to serve Christ. 

Like Christ (though not in exactly the same way), we are “priests” (Rev. 1:6), 

called daily to present our bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to 

God (Rom. 12:1). 

  Cleansing, consecration, identity, initiation—these are central to the 

meaning of baptism. The Westminster Larger Catechism instructs us that 

when baptisms occur we are to “improve” our own baptism—to remember 

that we are one with Christ, washed, set apart, and called to serve Him by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Baptism is a means of grace because it reminds us 

of who we are and what God has done for us. Baptism does not save, but it 

points us to the grace of God and to the riches of God in Christ. 

  While the sacraments are “visible words,” the written and spoken 

Word are primary in Christian life and worship. Faith comes by hearing, and 

hearing by the Word of God (Rom. 10:17), which is the primary means of 

grace. Paul exhorts Timothy to devote himself as pastor in Ephesus to the 

public reading of the Word, to teaching and to preaching (1 Tim. 4:13). The 

sacraments, while important, do not bestow Christ in and of themselves in 

some mystical way. They complement the preaching of the Word, and they 

must never supplant the reading and teaching of Scripture. Sacraments 

should never occur without preaching and without a proper explanation of 

their meaning. When used rightly, however, the sacraments are vital means 

of grace to strengthen us in our walk with the Lord. 

__________________________________________________________ 
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