
The Lord’s Day 
December 4, 2022 

 

God’s Call to Us to Worship Him 
 
“Be Still and know that I Am God”                                         
      Lighting of the Advent Candle:      The Markette Family 
 Psalm 8 
 
*His Call to Us to Worship Him                                             Exodus 34:6-9; 6:7 

Elder: “The Lord, the Lord, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for 
thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by 
no means clear the guilty, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 
children and the children's children, to the third and the fourth 
generation.” 

People:  “If we have found favor in your sight, O Lord, please come in the midst 
of us, for we are a stiff-necked people.  Pardon our iniquity and our sin, 
and take us for your inheritance.” 

Elder: I will be your God and you will be my people. 
People: We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
Elder:  Let us worship our God. 

 
*Prayer of Invocation 
 
*Hymns of Our Procession Into the Presence of God 
       Psalm 148: Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah                                          Hymn #110 
  

The Father Reaffirms His Covenant with Us 
 
Reading of the Law   
     Responsive Reading of the Moral Law                                     bulletin, pg. 17 
 

Prayer of Confession                                                                        Elder-led Prayer 
 
Assurance of Pardon                                                    based on 1 Timothy 1:15, 17 
The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners. To all who confess their sins and resolve to lead a new 
life, he says, “Your sins are forgiven.” He also says, “Follow me.” To the King of ages, 
immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever.  

*Hymn of Thanksgiving 
Psalm 92: How Good It Is to Thank the Lord                          Hymn #635 

 
Intercessory Prayer  

 

Christ is Made Known to Us 
His Word is Opened to Us                                                  

Scripture:  Isaiah 60:1-3; Matthew 2:1-12 
“The grass withers, the flower fades … 

But the Word of our God will stand forever.” 

 

Message: The Star                                                   Dr. David G. Barker 
 
Prayer for Response and Obedience 
 
Hymn of Preparation 
      May the Mind of Christ My Savior                                              Hymn #644 
 
We Come to His Table 

The Invitation and the Warning 
   Sursum Corda - Minister:  Lift up your hearts. 
   People:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
Prayer of Preparation 

 
The Lord’s Supper & Prayers of Thanksgiving 
 
Unison Confession of Our Faith                                               bulletin, pg. 16 

The Athanasian Creed 

                            

 We Depart with His Blessing  
And Sending of His Spirit 

Offering of His Tithes and Our Offerings                  Chris M. & MaryAnn T.                 
 
*Hymn of our Procession into the World          

Psalm 134                                          Worship Handbook, pg. A 

 

*Charge and Benediction:    Hallelujah 
 
Postlude                                                                       *Congregation Standing 



Studies in the Texts of Messiah 
The Star 

Is. 60:1-3; Mt. 2:1-12 
(see also: Gen. 49:10; Num. 23 & 24; Dt. 29:29; Ps. 2:12; Is. 55:6-7; 

Micah 5:2; Heb. 2:3; 3:13; 2 Peter 1:19) 

The Feast of the Epiphany 
     a)  is a “practice run” for the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. 
     b)  celebrates the birth of Christ and of the Wise Men 
          who followed the star. 
     c)  is another name for our “Chili Cook-Off”. 

I.  Who were those guys and what did they see? 
     A.  What we don’t know. 
 
 

     “The _____________ things belong to the LORD our God, … . (Dt. 
29:29 ESV) 

     B.  What the wise men did know. 

 Balaam - 
 
 

 Nebuchadnezzar - 
 
 

 Daniel - 
 
 

II.  Back to Matthew 2 

     What did the wise men do with what they knew? 
 
 

     What did the Jews do with what they knew? 
 
 

III.  Which are You?  What are you doing? 

 

Will you miss Christmas this year? 

My Own Thoughts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Confession of Faith 
     The Athanasian Creed 

 

We worship one God in trinity, and trinity in unity, neither confounding the 

persons nor dividing the substance. 

For the person of the Father is one; of the Son, another; of the Holy Spirit, 

another. But the divinity of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit 

is one, the glory equal, the majesty equal. 

Such as is the Father, such also is the Son, and such the Holy Spirit. The 

Father is uncreated, the Son is uncreated, the Holy Spirit is uncreated. 

The Father is infinite, the Son is infinite, the Holy Spirit is infinite. The 

Father is eternal, the Son is eternal, the Holy Spirit is eternal. 

And yet there are not three eternal Beings, but one eternal Being. So also 

there are not three uncreated Beings, nor three infinite Beings, but one 

uncreated and one infinite Being. 

In like manner, the Father is omnipotent, the Son is omnipotent, and the 

Holy Spirit is omnipotent. And yet there are not three omnipotent Beings, 

but one omnipotent Being.  

Thus the Father is God, the Son is God, and the Holy Spirit is God. And yet 

there are not three Gods, but one God only. 

The Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, and the Holy Spirit is Lord. And yet 

there are not three Lords, but one Lord only. 

For as we are compelled by Christian truth to confess each person 

distinctively to be both God and Lord, we are prohibited by the catholic 

religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is made by none, nor created, nor begotten. The Son is from 

the Father alone, not made, not created, but begotten. The Holy Spirit is 

not created by the Father and the Son, nor begotten, but proceeds. 

Therefore, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; 

one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity there is nothing prior or posterior, nothing greater or 

less, but all three persons are coeternal and coequal to themselves. 

So that through all, as was said above, both unity in trinity and trinity in 

unity is to be adored. 

Whoever would be saved, let him thus think concerning the Trinity. 
 
___________________________________________________________ 
 
Responsive Reading of the Moral Law 
 Words of Jesus from the Gospels 
 
 
Leader:   I am the Lord your God, … You shall have no other gods before   

  me. 
People:   “It is written: ‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him  

  only shall you serve.’” (Mt. 4:10) 
 
Leader:   You shall not make for yourself a carved image … You shall  

not bow down to them or serve them, … . 
People:  “God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in  

  spirit and truth.” (Jn. 4:24) 
 
Leader:   You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, … . 
People:   “Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne  

of God, or by the earth, for it is his footstool, … And do not take an 
oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 
Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this 
comes from evil. (Mt. 5:34-37) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

(continued on next page) 
 
 



Leader:   Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. … the Lord  
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

People: “The Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So the 
Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath. … It is lawful to do good on 
the Sabbath.”” (Mk. 2:27-28; Mt. 12:12) 

 
Leader:   Honor your father and your mother … 
People:  “Jesus said, ‘You know the commandments: … ‘Honor your  

  father and mother.’” (Mk. 10:19) 
 
Leader:   You shall not murder. 
People:   “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not  

murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say 
to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 
judgment; (Mt. 5:21-22) 

 
Leader:   You shall not commit adultery. 
People:   “I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful  

intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.”  (Mt. 
5:28) 

 
Leader:   You shall not steal. 
People:   “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that  

they may have life and have it abundantly.” (Jn. 10:10) 
 
Leader:   You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
People:   “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. The  

  good person out of his good treasure brings forth good, and  
  the evil person out of his evil treasure brings forth evil.” (Mt.  
  12:34-35) 

 
Leader:   You shall not covet … anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
People:   And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against  

all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance 
of his possessions. … But seek first the kingdom of God and his 
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.” (Lk. 
12:15; Mt. 6:33) 

 
all quotations are taken from the English Standard Version 
 

Poinsettias for Christmas 
 
WIC invites anyone who would like to purchase 
a poinsettia in honor of, or in memory of, 
someone special to fill out this form and drop it 
in the offering plate.  Or, you can email your 
request to the church office at 
ncpc@ncpres.org.  
 
The poinsettias will be used to decorate the church through Christmas Day, 
at which time you are welcome to take it home with you! 
 
You can order a small poinsettia for $7 or a large one for $15. Make out a 
check to NCPC and write in the memo line:  Christmas poinsettia. 
 
If you have any questions, please see Pam Maggitti. 
 
          
 

POINSETTIA ORDER FORM 
 

 Small poinsettia: $7   How many?     
 

 Large poinsettia: $15   How many?  ________ 
 

Your Name: 
 

Please write in your message in honor or in memory of your loved 
one: 
 
 
 
 

Deadline for order:  December 14 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
Please email all new or updated prayer requests to: ncpc@ncpres.org 

 

 

Expectant Mothers: Kayla G. (daughter-in-law of Sandy G.), Maddie (L) S., Torie K., 
Kendra O., and Autumn T. 
 
Debbie, daughter of Bob and Donna R., passed away on Thursday. Please pray 
for Bob, Donna, and the family. 
 
Irene B. had a stroke on Wednesday. She is being monitored at Upper 
Chesapeake. Please pray for both her and Dennis. 
 
Paul Fin. on long term care at home. 
 
Karen E.: Please continue to pray for healing and strength. 
 
NCPC Family and Friends 
Barbara (stepmother of David T.) – tonsil and neck cancer 
Jolene (NCCS mom) – stage 4 cancer 
Anna (friend of Stewarts) –metastatic breast cancer with liver metastasis 
Lisa (niece of Marjean A.) – thymus cancer 
Macey – healing after transplant surgery 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Evening Worship Service will begin tonight at 5:30 pm. Pastor Nick Hathaway 
will be preaching on Mark 12:1-12: The Wicked Tenants. 
 
Annual Chili Cook-Off & Caroling will be December 11, at 5:30 pm. RSVP on 
the sign-up sheet by the kitchen. 
 
NCCS Christmas Concert: Dear NCPC family, You are warmly invited to  New 
Covenant Christian School's Christmas concert on Thursday, December 15 at 
6:30 pm in the NCPC worship room. We would love for any and all to join us! 
The following morning at 9 am in the NCPC worship room, the NCCS Upper 

School students will present "Before the Worlds Began To Be," a vocal 
competition between Houses. These presentations will feature the Christmas 
carol Of the Father's Love Begotten. Please join us if you are able! 
___________________________________________________________ 
 

 

THIS WEEK AT NEW COVENANT 
December 4 - 10, 2022  

 

Lord’s Day:           9:30 am            Christian Education Hour 
  11:00 am Worship Service 
    5:30 pm Evening Worship Service 
Tuesday:  10:00 am Ladies Prayer Group 
    7:00 pm Session Meeting 
Thursday:    6:30 pm NCCS Kindergarten Info Night 
    6:45 pm Scharping Shepherding Group 
Saturday:   8:00 am Men’s Leadership Module 
    5:00 pm Stewart Shepherding Group 
    

CHILDCARE HELPERS 
Dec 4:       Infant:  Stacey B., Delaney G.  
                  Toddler: Pam M., David M. 
Dec 11:    Infant:  Melanie S., Diana M., Maria M.  
                  Toddler: George & Missy J. 

___________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Middle and High School Bible Reading Schedule  
 

December 4 - 10, 2022           
     

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Middle School:                  High School: 
Mark 5:21-43 Jeremiah 13 
Mark 6:1-29 Jeremiah 14 

Mark 6:30-56 Jeremiah 15 
Mark 7:1-23 Jeremiah 16 
Mark 7:24-37 Jeremiah 17 
 Jeremiah 18 
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Rev. Craig and Ree Coulbourne, MTW-Japan 
Andrew (2004) 

Church planting, discipling, and soon-to-be 

directing Japan MTW ministry  

 Craig and Ree Coulbourne grew up in 

Maryland. God called them to Himself in their late 

teens, then called them to Japan in their early 30s 

where they have now been working since 1994. They have been part of starting 

Kaihin Makuhari Grace Church, and now Shin Urayasu Grace Church who 

celebrated their 10 year anniversary this year, with a record 79 people attending 

the celebration. As of this year, Craig has accepted the role of Director of MTW 

Japan 

 Their children, Daniel (who married Charlotte in 2018), Hannah (who married 

Zach in 2015) and Mary (who married Alex in 2017) are in the United States.  Their 

son, Andrew has decided to attend UMBC (University of Maryland, Baltimore 

County) beginning this fall. 

 Craig and Ree have finished their Home Ministry Assignment (HMA), where they 

visited many supporting churches and individual supporters in the MD, NJ, and PA 

area. They rejoice that they got to be with family, friends, and supporters in the 

U.S. 

 The Coulbournes also ask for prayers for their sister churches in Japan as they are 

grieving some recent losses. Pastor Makoto F. of Grace City Church Tokyo and his 

wife learned their son suddenly passed away. Pastor Yoshinobu H. of Kaihin 

Makuhari Grace Church, a valuable partner over the past 10 years with church 

planting, also died suddenly at the age of 82. They ask for prayers for the churches 

and their families for strength and peace during this time. 

 
 

 
 
 

Handel’s Messiah, Part 1: Lyrics and Verse References 

2. Accompagnato (Tenor) – “Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith 
your God. Speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that 
her warfare is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned. The voice 
of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.” (Isaiah 40, vv.1–3) 

3. Air (Tenor) – “Ev’ry valley shall be exalted, and ev’ry mountain 
and hill made low: the crooked straight and the rough places plain:” 
(Isaiah 40, v.4) 

4. Chorus – “And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh 
shall see it together: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. (Isaiah 
40, v.5) 

5. Accompagnato (Bass) – “Thus saith the Lord, the Lord of hosts: Yet 
once, a little while and I will shake the heavens and the earth, the sea, 
and the dry land. And I will shake all nations, and the desire of all 
nations shall come.” (Haggai 2, vv.6–7); “The Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, saith the Lord of 
hosts.” (Malachi 3, v.1) 

6. Air (Bass) – “But who may abide the day of his coming? and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire.” (Malachi 
3, v.2) 

7. Chorus – “And he shall purify the sons of Levi, that they may offer 
unto the Lord an offering in righteousness.” (Malachi 3, v.3) 

8. Recitative (Alto) – “Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Emmanuel, God with us.” (Isaiah 7, v.14; 
Matthew 1, v.23) 

9. Air (mezzo-soprano) and Chorus – “O thou that tellest good 
tidings to Zion, get thee up into the high mountain. O thou that tellest 
good tidings to Jerusalem, lift up thy voice with strength; lift it up, be 
not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah, Behold your God!” (Isaiah 40, 
v.9); “Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is 
risen upon thee.” (Isaiah 60, v.1) 

 

MISSIONARY CORNER 

 



10. Accompagnato (bass) – “For behold, darkness shall cover the 
earth, and gross darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon 
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. And the Gentiles shall 
come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising.” (Isaiah 60, 
vv.2–3) 

11. Air (bass) – “The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light; and they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon 
them hath the light shined.” (Isaiah 9, v.2) 

12. Chorus – “For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and 
the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9, v.6) 

14a. Recitative (soprano) – “There were shepherds abiding in the 
field, keeping watch over their flock by night.” (Luke 2, v.8) 

14b. Accompagnato (soprano) “And lo, the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and 
they were sore afraid.” (Luke 2, v.9) 

15. Recitative (soprano) – “And the angel said unto them, Fear not: 
for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all 
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, 
which is Christ the Lord.” (Luke 2, 10–11) 

16. Accompagnato (soprano) – “And suddenly there was with the 
angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,” 
(Luke 2, v.13) 

17. Chorus – “Chorus Glory to God in the highest, and peace on earth, 
good will toward men.” (Luke 2, v.14) 

18. Air (soprano) – “Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O 
daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is the 
righteous Saviour, and he shall speak peace unto the heathen.” 
(Zechariah 9, vv.9–10) 
19. Recitative (mezzo-soprano) – “Then shall the eyes of the blind be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then shall the lame man 
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb shall sing.” (Isaiah 35, 
vv.5–6) 

 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church 
Lord’s Day Evening Service 

December 4, 2022 
Welcome, Announcements 

Call to Re-Gather at the close of the Lord’s Day         Ps. 110:1 

Prayer of Adoration 

Hymns to the glory and praise of our Covenant God 

Scriptural Warning 
 of the Human Condition        Ps. 110:5-6 
 and the Way of Salvation        Ps. 110:2-4 

Unison Prayer 
O Thou most high, head of the church, savior of sinners; thy greatness is 
unsearchable, thy goodness infinite, thy compassions unfailing, thy providence 
boundless, thy mercies ever new. We bless thee for words of salvation. How 
important and encouraging are the doctrines, promises, and invitations of the gospel 
of peace! 
We are lost: but in the gospel thou hast presented to us a full, free and eternal 
salvation; weak: but here we learn that help is found in one that is mighty, poor: but 
in him we discover unsearchable riches, blind: but we find he has treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge. 
We thank thee for thy unspeakable gift. Thy Son is our only refuge, foundation, hope, 
confidence; We depend upon his death, rest in his righteousness, desire to bear his 
image; May his glory fill our minds, his love reign over our affections, his cross 
inflame us with ardour. 
Let us as Christians escape the snares to which our situations expose us, discharge 
the duties that arise from our circumstances, enjoy with moderation their 
advantages, and improve with diligence their usefulness, And may every place and 
company we are in be benefited by us.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon and Encouragement 
 to Hope and Obedience           Ps. 110:4 

Psalm – Ps. 110               Worship Handbook 

Prayers of Supplication and Thanksgiving 

Scripture Reading: Mark 12:1-12 

Message: The Wicked Tenants 

Closing Hymn       Hymnbook, p. 226 

Prayer of Benediction 

 



The Parables of Jesus 
The Wicked Tenants 

Mark 12:1-12 
the Rev. Nick Hathaway 

 
Though men seek to silence God and take his goods, 
 it is God who silences His enemies 
 and gives his goods to whom He pleases. 

 
Why do men seek to silence God? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How do men seek to take God's goods? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How will God silence His enemies? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What is the inheritance that the others receive? 
 
 
 
 

 
 

New Covenant Presbyterian Church, PCA, Abingdon, MD  (410) 569-0289      

Worshiping in the Light 

K e v i n  D .  G a r d n e r  

ne of the mottos of the Reformation was Post tenebras lux—“after darkness, 
light.” They were referring to the recovery of the gospel after a period 
wherein it was obscured by the medieval Roman Catholic Church. 
Superstition, false teaching, and corruption had drawn a curtain over the 
glorious refulgence of the good news of the person and work of Christ, but 
during the sixteenth century, that curtain had been drawn back, and the light 
shone once again. 
     The Reformers’ use of light as a metaphor for the gospel is informed by 
Scripture. Throughout the Bible, light (and its close analogue, fire) appears in 
connection with God and His glorious work. Light was the Lord’s first creation 
in Genesis 1. The Lord revealed Himself to Moses through a bush that was 
burning but not consumed (Ex. 3). God signaled His presence among the 
Israelites by lighting their land while the rest of Egypt was shrouded in 
darkness (Ex. 10:23). The Lord led the Israelites through the wilderness with 
a pillar of fire to light their way (Ex. 13:21), and the lampstands in the 
tabernacle allowed the priests to approach the throne of God and pointed to 
His presence (Ex. 25:31–40; Lev. 24:2). The fire at the top of Mount Sinai also 
exhibited the presence of God (Ex. 19:18). The Lord’s making “his face to 
shine upon you” and lifting up “his countenance” is parallel to blessing from 
God in Numbers 6:24–26. Light represents a blessing from God in the book of 
Job. It is a metaphor for the illuminating power of the Word of God in the 
lives of the faithful (Pss. 43:3; 119:105). Light represents the message of hope 
for the nations in the book of Isaiah (9:2; 42:6; 51:4; 60:1–3). 
     The New Testament picks up on these associations and applies them to 
Christ. He is called the light of the world (John 8:12), as are those who are 
united to Him by faith (Matt. 5:14). In Christ is life, and that life is the light 
that exposes the evil works of men and makes plain the good works of the 
righteous (John 1:4, 7–9; 3:19–21; Eph. 5:13–14). The glory of Christ is 
represented by His blindingly white clothing and shining visage (Matt. 17:2; 
Rev. 1:12–16; 19:11–12). Christ is the fulfillment of Isaiah’s hopes of a light 
for the nations (Luke 2:29–32; Acts 13:47; Eph. 3:9). He is the light that 
illuminates the path of the faithful (John 12:35–36, 46). He is the light of the 
glory of God (Acts 9; 1 John 1:5). His followers are called“children of light” (1 
Thess. 5:5) who have been “called . . . out of darkness into his marvelous light” 
(1 Peter 2:9). He “dwells in unapproachable light” (1 Tim. 6:16). And He is the 
lampstand in the midst of the new Jerusalem whose light will shine 
continually (Rev. 21:22–25). 

O 



     Medieval cathedrals emphasize this dyanamic; their sanctuaries are 
flooded with light thanks to the magnificent stained glass windows. 
     Light is a good thing in the Bible, and darkness is never a good thing. The 
life of the Christian is a walk in the light. And nowhere else in the Christian 
life do we get a better picture of the Christian life than in corporate worship. 
We are called into His presence, we confess our sin, we are assured of pardon, 
we hear from His Word, and we respond in praise and thanksgiving. This is 
the Christian life in microcosm, and it is done in the light, for Christians do not 
walk in darkness. Corporate worship is a taste of heaven, an anticipation of 
the Sabbath rest we will enjoy in the glorious, radiant presence of the Lord. 
     The Apostle John writes, “If we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we 
have fellowship with one another” (1 John 1:7). If we are in the light, we are 
not there by ourselves. We are in fellowship with other believers. What’s 
happening at the front of the church is not the only thing that’s important—
the people around us are important, too. 
     The Westminster Confession of Faith notes: 
 

All saints, that are united to Jesus Christ their head, by his Spirit, and 
by faith, have fellowship with him in his graces, sufferings, death, 
resurrection, and glory: and, being united to one another in love, they 
have communion in each other’s gifts and graces, and are obliged to 
the performance of such duties, public and private, as do conduce to 
their mutual good, both in the inward and outer man. 
     Saints by profession are bound to maintain an holy fellowship and 
communion in the worship of God. (WCF 26.1–2) 
 

In the same breath, the confession states that we are in fellowship with other 
Christians just as surely as we are in fellowship with Christ. And we are to 
maintain that fellowship in the worship of God. This is the first and highest 
expression of our fellowship in Christ. 
     There is something meaningful and, indeed, edifying about seeing the 
faces of our fellow worshipers. We see the same people there every week, 
sitting in the same places. We see them singing, partaking of the sacraments, 
trying to keep their children quiet, flipping through their Bibles. And they see 
us likewise doing the same things. They are our fellow travelers. They are in 
this life with us, and that can be a source of great assurance. 
     We hear the Word together, we partake of the sacraments together, we 
pray together, we confess our sins together. This is not by accident. To be 
called into fellowship with Christ is to be in fellowship with others. Worship 
is not about us individually; it is about us corporately. For one day, we will 

behold the face of God together, as the one body of Christ united to Him by 
faith. May God grant us the grace to walk in His light, to worship Him in Spirit 
and truth, and to enjoy fellowship with and worship alongside our fellow 
saints as we march—together—toward heaven. 
 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Kevin D. Gardner, “Worshiping in the Light,” Tabletalk, June 2022 

 
New Covenant Presbyterian Church 

“Preaching God’s Sovereign Grace To A World Of Need” 
128 St. Mary’s Church Road  *  Abingdon, MD   21009 
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New Covenant has back issues of the 
Tabletalk devotionals that are free for the 
asking. Please see any Elder if you are 
interested in getting one. 
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Hymns from Trinity Hymnal used by permission of Great Commission Publications 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 


